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PREFACE. 


IN  the  prefent  volume,  the  fedtion  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  analyfis  of  books,  is  ex¬ 
tended  to  an  unufual  length.  This  has  a- 
rifen  from  a  defire  to  prefent  to  the  reader,  a 
full  view  of  the  new  Medical  Gonftitution. 

*  w 

propofed  for  the  kingdom  of  France  by 

the  Royal  Society  of  Medicine  of  Paris. 

And,  to  prevent  any  mifconception  re- 

fpedting  the  intended  reformation,  it  has 

been  thought  better  to  infert  a  full  tranf- 

Jation  of  that  article,  than  to  give  merely 

an  analyfis  of  it.  For  this  tranilation,  I  am 

^  , 
indebted  to  an  ingenious  young  friend.  Dr 

James  Hamilton,  fon  to  Dr  Alexander  Ha- 

pulton,  ProfeiTor  of  Midwifery  in  the 

Univeruty  of  Edinburgh,  whofe  induftry 
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and  abilities  are  already  fo  well  known, 
and  have  been  demonflrated  on  fo  many 
occaiions,  even  at  his  early  period  of  life, 
that  his  reputation  can  derive  no  addi¬ 
tion  from  the  mention  of  his  name  on  the 
prefent  occafion. 

How  far  the  plan  propofed  at  Paris,  for 
the  inftrudtion  of  thofe  who  are  to  prac- 
tife  medicine,  and  for  the  improvement 
of  the  art  itfelf,  will  ever  be  fully  carried 
into  execution  in  any  country,  is  indeed 
very  doubtful.  How  far  intelligent  readers 
will  think  it  the  beft  plan  that  could  be 
devifed,  mull  be  left  to  their  decifion.  For 
myfelf,  I  muft  acknowledge,  that  many 
parts  of  it  appear  to  me  liable  to  ftrong, 
and  even  upfurmountable  objections.  At 
the  fame  time,  I  cannot  help  thinking, 

4  ‘ 

that  every  one  who  beftows  upon  it  a  fe- 
rious  conjfideration,  will  be  fatisfied,  that 
it  affords  many  ufeful  faggefcions  which 
m ay  tend  to  the  improvement  of  everv 

r  -  ,  »  .  V  *  »  0  -A  -  •  » 
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medical  fchool :  and,  independently  or 
this,  that,  when  drily  attended  to,  it  may, 
with  every  individual,  contribute,  in  no 
inconfiderable  degree,  both  to  his  own 
improvement,  and  to  that  of  the  Healing 
Art,  if  he  have  leifure  and  inclination  to 
communicate  to  the  public  the  fruits  of 
that  experience  which  has  been  inftruc- 
tive  to  himfelf.  * 

On  account  of  the  length  of  this  arti¬ 
cle,  although  the  prefent  volume,  in 
place  of  four  hundred,  contains  near  fix 
hundred  pages,  yet,  feveral  important  o- 
riginal  articles  have  been  neceffarily  de¬ 
ferred  till  a  future  publication.  This, 
however,  will  not,  I  hope,  prevent  intel¬ 
ligent  correfpondents  from  communicat¬ 
ing  to  the  public,  through  the  medium 
of  thefe  Commentaries,  important  obfer- 

a 

vations  which  may  occur  to  them  in  ac¬ 
tual  practice.  And  I  have  only  to  re- 
queft,  that  thofe  who  cannot  find  a  con- 
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yenient  opportunity  for  tranfmitting  fuch 

\ 

communications  diredbly  to  Edinburgh, 
would  fend  them  to  the  care  of  Meliks 
Robinfons,  bookfellers  in  London,  by 
whom  they  will  be  duly  forwarded  to 

Their  mod  obedient  Servant, 


ANDREW  DUNCAN. 


Edinburgh,  1 
Dec.  i.  1792. J 
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Of  the  different  Species  of  lnfammationf  and  of 
the  Caufes  to  which  thefe  Differences  are  to 
be  afcribed .  By  James  Carmichael  Smyth, 
ill.  D,  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Fhfici- 
a  ns  and  of  the  Royal  Society ,  and  Fhyff 
clan  Extraordinary  to  his  Majefly .  Vide 
Medical  Communications ,  Vol.  IL  8vo, 
London. 

DR  SMYTH  is  of  opinion,  in  this  interefting 
publication,  that  the  principal  caufes  of 
fpecific  diftin&ion  amongfl  inflammations,  may¬ 
be  referred  to  one  or  other  of  the  four  follow¬ 
ing  circumflances. 

V©L»  YIL  DfC.  II.  R  I fli 
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ij?,  The  caufe  exciting  the  inflammation. 

2c/,  The  fumftion  or  ufe,  in  the  animal  (Eco¬ 
nomy,  of  the  part  inflamed. 

3 d9  The  natural  texture  or  ftru&ure  of 

the  fame. 

4 th,  That  texture  or  ftru&ure  of  a  part 
which  is  not  natural  to  it,  but  is  the  confe- 
quence  of  fome  previous  difeafe. 

Although  the  proximate  caufe  of  inflamma¬ 
tion  muff  he  the  fame  in  every  inftance,  the 
more  remote  and  evident  caufes,  the  objects  of 
ferife  and  of  obfervation,  are  widely  different, 
and  have  confiderable  influence  in  varying 
both  the  appearance  and  nature  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe. 

The  fecond  circumffance  mentioned  as  as 
caufe  or  fource  of  fpecific  diftin&ion  amongft 
inflammations,  was,  the  funfhon  of  the  part 
inflamed.  This  circumffance,  perhaps  the 
lead  important  of  any,  has  given  rife  to  the 
greateff  number  of  diftin&ions  among  inflam¬ 
mations,  phyficians  having  looked  upon  the 
inflammation  of  every  particular  organ  of  the 
body  as  a  diftinft  and  fpecific  difeafe.  This  is 
evident  from  the  long  lift  of  names  to  be  met 
with  in  every  book  of  phyfle,  expreflive  of 

each 
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each  individual  pact  of  the  body  with  the 

Greek  termination  (it is)  as  Phrenitis,  Pleuri- 
•  *  *  ,  ,  » 
tis,  &c.  Now,  although  the  propriety,  and 

even  advantage,  of  diflinguifhing,  with  accu- 

.  .  ,  s ..  -  llp>  ,  «•  '  i  -  ; .  . 

racy,  the  organ  immediately  affe&ed  by  in- 

* 

flammation,  cannot  be  called  in  queflion  ;  yet. 
Dr  Smyth  thinks,  that,  in  all  fuch  cafes,  the 

great  difference  in  the  fymptoms  is  more  ow- 

*  "  ,  ! 

ing  to  a  difference  in  the  fun&ion  of  the  part 
inflamed,  than  to  any  fpecific  difference  iu 
the  nature  of  the  inflammation. 

The  third  circumflance  ftated  as  a  canfe 

of  fpecific  diflin&ion  among  inflammations,  was, 

*  . 

the  peculiar  texture  or  ftruflure  of  the  part 
inflamed ;  a  circumflance  which,  though  hi¬ 
therto  overlooked,  or  but  flightly  attended  to, 
feems  to  our  author  to  conflitute  one  of  the 
moft  important  diflindlions  of  this  difeafe. 

Experience  has  long  fince  taught  us,  that 
every  part  of  the  animal  body,  the  cuticle  and 
hair  perhaps  excepted,  is  liable  to  inflamma¬ 
tion  ;  and,  by  attending  flri&ly  to  the  phxntf- 

» 

mena,  it  is  equally  evident,  that,  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  part  affe&ed,  the  difeafe 
puts  on  a  different  appearance,  is  accompanied 

-  *  i 

by  different  fymptoms,  is  of  various  termina- 
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tion,  becomes  more  or  lefs  acute  or  chronic, 
and  requires  a  different,  or,  at  times,  an  oppo- 
fite  treatment. 

The  following  then,  Dr.  Smyth  thinks,  may 
bejuftly  confidered  as  diftinCt  fpecies  of  in¬ 
flammation,  each  of  them  having  a  fpecific  cha¬ 
racter  ftrongly  marked,  which,  in  every  in- 
flance,  feems  entirely  to  depend  upon  the  pe¬ 
culiar  ffruCture  of  the  part  inflamed. 


1 .  The  inflammation  of  the  Skin,  Eryfipelas. 

2.  —  —  Cellular  mem¬ 

brane,  Phleg¬ 
mon. 

Diaphanous 
membranes. 

•*-  Mucous  mem¬ 

branes. 

—  Mufcular  fibres. 


3%  ~ 


Of  the  Eryfipelas,  or  Inflammation  of  the  Skin . 

Although  fome  phyficians  have  excluded 
Eryfipelas  from  theclafs  of  inflammations;  yet, 
that  it  is  a  true  inflammation,  he  thinks,  is  prov¬ 
ed  by  the  rednefs,  heat,  fwelling,  and  pain  of 
the  part. 


That 
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That  the  ikin  is  the  part  principally  afleded, 
is  obvious  to  the  fight  ;  and  although  the 
fwelling  of  the  part  depends  upon  the  extra- 
vafation  of  a  fluid  into  the  cellular  membrane, 
it  does  not  follow  that  this  membrane  is  in  a 
date  of  $dual  inflammation.  The  contrary, 
Dr  Smyth  thinks,  is  clearly  proved  by  the  ab- 
fence  of  pulfation,  and  of  fuppuration ;  and  al¬ 
though  inftances  occur,  where,  the  inflammation 
having  been  communicated  from  the  ikin  to 
the  cellular  membrane,  fuppuration  and  abfcefs 
have  been  the  confequ.ence,  yet  before  fuch 
an  event  takes  place,  the  inflammation  has 
ceafed  to  be  eryfipelatous,  or  has  at  lead 
become  of  a  mixed  kind.  That  the  ikin  then 
is  the  true  feat  of  the  Eryflpelas,  he  obierves, 
mufl  be  univerfally  admitted  :  But  he  has  gone 
a  flep  farther,  and  maintains,  that  the  pheno¬ 
mena  of  this  inflammation,  and  the  peculiarity 
of  the  fymptoms,  are  to  be  attributed  entirely 
to  the  nature  and  texture  of  the  ikin. 

This  affertion,  he  thinks,  will  not  feem  im¬ 
probable  to  thofe  who  refled  on  the  analogy 
between  the  ikin  and  other  membranes,  or 
who  confider  with  attention  the  fymptoms  that 
charaderize  the  difeafe ;  which  cannot,  Dr 
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Smyth  fuppofes,  be  explained  on  any  other 
hypothecs.  The  mod  remarkable  of  thefe 
are,  the  uniformity  in  the  heat  and  rednefs 
of  every  part  of  the  inflamed  furface,  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  inflammation,  the  fudden  and  irre- 
gular  manner  In  which  it  fpreads,  the  peculia¬ 
rity  of  its  termination,  which,  while  it  remains 
purely  eryfipelatous,  is  never  in  fuppuracion, 
but  in  vefications,  floughinefs,  or  gangrene. 
But  what  feems  to  him  mod  conclufive  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  queflion,  is,  that  the  pathognomo¬ 
nic  fymptoms  are  conflantly  and  uniformly  the 
fame,  though  the  caufes  which  produce  them 
be  numerous  and  of  great  variety.  An  idea, 
however,  has  prevailed,  that  thefe  caufes, 
though  different  in  appearance,  might  be  all 
referred  to  acrimony  alone.  But,  that  this  con- 
clufion  has  been  too  haflily  made,  he  thinks 
will  plainly  appear  from  confidering  the  five 
following  heads,  under  which  he  has  arranged 
the  different  caufes  of  this  affection. 

*  .  t 

i /?,  Mechanical  injury,  as,  wounds  or  dif- 

tenfion, 

2 d9  Heat  and  cold. 

3  d.  The  bite  or  fling  of  infers. 

j^th7  Chemical  acrimony. 
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$tht  Fever. 

To  the  four  firft  inflances  of  eryfipelatoujs 
'inflammation,  the  effect  of  caufes  merely  local., 
fyftematic  writers  have  given  the  name  of 
Erythema,  to  diftinguifli  them  from  the  fame 
.difeafe,  when  conne&ed  with  fever,  or  the  con- 
fequence  of  fome  general  indifpofition. 

Of  eryfipelatous  inflammation  connected  wiffo 
fever,  there  are  feveral  varieties.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  are  what  we  molt  frequently  meet 

% 

with  in  practice. 

The  Rofe,  or  eryfipelas  of  the  extremities* 
which  is  commonly  preceded  by  lownefs,  lafii- 
tude,  lofs  of  appetite,  and  always  by  coldnefs 
or  {hivering,  fucceeded  by  a  very  fmart  fever, 
refembling  the  paroxyfm  of  an  intermittent, 
during  which  the  patient  is  fometimes  deliri¬ 
ous  ;  but  the  febrile  fymptoms,  though  vio- 

. 

lent,  are  feldorn  of  long  duration,  and  fubfide 
almoft  immediately  upon  the  appearance  of 
the  inflammation,  and  foon  ceafe  entirely, 
where  the  natural  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  is 

not  interrupted. 

In  the  Sideratio,  or  eryfipelas  of  the  head, 
the  fymptoms  of  fever  are  not  always  mitigat¬ 
ed  on  the  appearance  of  the  inflammation  :  on 

B  4  the 
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the  contrary,  the  pulfe,  in  fome  cafes,  becomes 
more  frequent,  while  the  inflammation  conti¬ 
nues  for  fome  days  to  fpread  or  fhift  from 
place  to  place.  Dr  Smyth,  however,  confl- 
ders  the  Eryflpelas  in  this  cafe,  as  well  as  in 
the  former,  to  be  a  critical  folution  of  the  fe¬ 
ver;  and  thinks,  that  the  difference  between 
them,  depends  upon  the  inflammation,  or  exan¬ 
thema,  being  flower  in  coming  out  on  the 
head  and  face,  and  upon  its  being  accompanied, 
from  the  greater  pain  and  irritation,  with  a 
higher  fecondary  or  fymptomatic  fever. 

The  Zona  or  Belt,  though  commonly  reck¬ 
oned  an  Eryfipelas,  he  thinks  feems  to  partake 
more  of  the  nature  of  a  herpes  coming  out  in 
puflules  or  pimples :  it  commonly  fpreads  round 
the  waift,  and  fometimes  on  the  neck  and  flioul- 
ders.  This  fpecies  has  been  undefervedly  ac¬ 
counted  extremely  dangerous,  unlefs  when  the 
patient  is  in  the  decline  of  life,  has  fome  of  the 
vifcera  in  a  difeafed  flate,  or  is,  in  other  re- 
fpe&s,  in  a  bad  habit  of  body. 

Befides  thefe  three  kinds  of  eryflpelatous 
inflammation,  which  are  all  more  or  lefs  critical, 
it  fometimes  occurs,  in  fevers,  merely  as  a  fymp- 
tom  altogether  unconne&ed  with  the  folution 

ox 
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or  termination  of  the  difeafe,  as  in  moft  epide¬ 
mic  fevers. 

Having  had,  in  the  preceding  account,  Dr 
Smyth  oblerves,  occafion  to  remark,  that  Eryfi- 
pelas  is  excited  by  very  oppofite  caufes,  we 
fhould  be  apt  to  conclude,  that  in  this,  as  in 
other  inflammations,  the  appearance  and  ter¬ 
mination  of  the  difeafe  mult  be  fomewhat  af- 
fe&ed  by  the  difference  of  the  caufe  producing 
it ;  and  experience  evinces  the  truth  of  this 
analogical  reafoning,  as  we  find  that  even  thofe 
fymptoms  which  characterize  the  difeafe,  ap¬ 
pear  fomewhat  different,  according  to  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  the  caufe. 

He  then  proceeds,  from  the  preceding  ob- 
fervations,  to  draw  the  following  conciufions. 

1 y?.  That  Eryfipelas  is  an  inflammation  of 
the  fkin  only.  2 d.  That  the  peculiarity  of 
the  inflammation  depends  folely  on  the  nature 
and  texture  of  the  fkin.  qd,  That  acrimony 
is  not  the  only  caufe  capable  of  producing  it* 
And,  ^th,  That  though  the  difference  of  the 
caufe  cannot  alter,  yet  it  has  confiderable  influ¬ 
ence  on,  the  fymptoms  and  appearance  of  the 
difeafe. 
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Dr  Smyth  concludes  this  head  of  his  Eflay, 
by  making  fome  obfervations  on  the  various 
methods  of  cure  employed  in  Eryfipelas :  for, 
while  fome  phyficians,  influenced  by  the  affi¬ 
nity  between  this  and  other  inflammations, 
have  flri&ly  adhered  to  the  antiphlogiflie 
plan  ;  others,  apprehenfive  of  its  termination  in 
gangrene,  have  as  conflantly,  and  from  the  be¬ 
ginning,  followed  an  oppofite  mode  of  treat? 
ment.  Sometimes  the  one,  fometimes  the  o? 
ther  method,  is  preferable  ;  and,  often,  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other  can  be  ftri&ly  adhered 
to.  A  judicious  phyfician  will  always  be  more 
guided  by  the  particular  circumftances  of  the 
cafe,  than  the  name  of  the  difeafe. 

Of  the  Phlegmon,  or  Inflammation  of  the 
--  Cellular  Membrane . 

This  fpecies  of  inflammation,  he  obferves, 

* 

is  the  niofl:  frequent  of  any,  and  was  known 
to  the  Greeks  by  the  name  of  Phlegmone. 
Galen,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  this  in¬ 
formation,  has,  in  his  definition*  of  it,  point¬ 
ed 

*  Hoc  phlegmones  nomen  Graecis  dici  confuevit,  de 
caTnofis  partibus  majorem  in  molem  cum  tenfione,  renixu, 

d.olore  pulfatorio,  calore  et  rubore  extuberantibus.  Ga- 

% 

len  de  Tumor*  prater  tiaturam ,  Lib.  i.  cap. 
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ed  out,  not  only  the  moll  didinguifhing  fymp- 
tom,  ( dolor  punflorius J,  but  alfo  the  feat  of 
the  complaint ;  to  which  two  circumdances 
he  might  have  added  a  third,  equally  charac- 
teriftic,  viz.  its  termination  in  fuppuration  or  ab- 
fcefs. 

t  V-y  ij' ' ' -in  ~n —  ■  ,  •  /  . - 

He  includes  under  this  fpecies,  the  inflamma¬ 
tion,  not  only  of  the  cellular  membrane,  driCtiy 
fo  called,  but  alfo  of  all  parts  of  a  loofe  fpungy 
texture,  confiding  principally  of  cellular  mem¬ 
branes,  connecting  a  feries  of  minute  blood - 
veflels  and  nerves,  fuch  as  the  adipofe  mem¬ 
brane,  glands,  and  vifcera. 

The  following  he  thinks  are  the  mod  com¬ 
mon  caufes  of  this  inflammation. 

1.  Mechanical  Injury. 

2.  Acrimony. 

3.  ObdruCtion. 

a.  Fever. 

As  Acrimony,  he  obferves,  has  by  fome  been 
reckoned  the  only  caufe  of  Eryfipelas,  fo  like- 
wife  an  opinion  has  prevailed,  that  it  was  the 
caufe  of  Eryfipelas  alone.  But  the  venereal 
bubo,  is  an  example  of  a  real  phlegmonic  af¬ 
fection,  occafioned  by  acrimony. 


Although 
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Although  fuppuration  be  the  ufual  termina¬ 
tion  of  Phlegmon,  yet  it  fometimes  terminates 
in  gangrene  ;  never,  in  Dr  Smyth’s  opinion, 
from  the  violence  of  the  fymptoms,  or  pain, 
but  from  the  nature  of  the  caufe,  or  conffitu- 
tion  of  the  patient.  It  may  alfo  terminate 
differently,  according  to  the  organization  of 
the  part. 

There  is  certainly  no  inflammation,  which, 
in  general,  in  the  firft  ffage,  requires  a  more 
free  ufe  of  the  lancet,  or  bears  it  better,  than 
Phlegmon.  The  phlegmonic  inflammation,  e- 
fpecially  of  the  lungs,  is  not  always  purely  in¬ 
flammatory.  It  is  fometimes  combined  with 
catarrh,  with  gout,  orarifes  from  caufes  which 
have  a  feptic  tendency  :  In  all  fuch  cafes,  bleed¬ 
ing  is  of  doubtful  efficacy,  if  not  improper. 
When  the  termination  in  fuppuration  is  una¬ 
voidable,  bleeding  is  evidently  prejudicial.  The 
ffrength  of  the  patient  muff  be  fupported, 
whilft  the  veffels  of  the  part  are  relaxed  by  a 
moiff  heat,  or  even  ffimulated  by  warmer  ap¬ 
plications. 

Of  the  Inflammation  of  Diaphanous  Membranes . 

Under  this  name,  Dr  Smyth  comprehends 
all  thofe  membranes  of  a  firm  hard  texture, 

and 
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and  a  certain  degree  of  tranfparency,  viz.  the 
pleura,  peritoneum,  pericardium,  membranes  of 
the  brain,  tunica  vaginalis  teflis,  periofteum,  and 
the  capfular  ligaments  of  the  joints. 

It  is  afTerted  by  the  illuftrious  Halier,  that 
thefe  membranes,  from  the  fmall  ftiare  of  fen- 
fibiiity  they  feeraed  to  poffefs,  could  not  be  the 
feat  of  inflammation  or  acute  pain.  But,  from 
accurate  obfervation  and  experiment,  it  is  now 
afcertained,  that  thefe  membranes,  which  (how 
little  figns  of  fenfibility  in  the  natural  Hate,  be¬ 
come,  when  affe&ed  by  inflammation,  exqui- 
fitely  fenfible,  and  the  feat  of  the  mofl  acute 
pain. 

The  particular  fymptoms  which  chara&erize 
this  fpecies  of  inflammation,  are  not  yet  accu¬ 
rately  afcertained.  We  are  certain,  however, 
that  it  is  attended  with  great  pain  and  high 
fever,  which,  in  this  cafe,  as  in  Phlegmon,  is 
in  proportion  to  the  inflammation  and  pain. 
It  is  mofl  particularly  diflinguifhed  from  Phleg¬ 
mon  and  Eryfipelas,  by  its  termination. 

Diaphanous  membranes,  in  confequence  of 
inflammation,  are  found  thickened,  opaque, 
lloughy,  With  a  gelatinous  or  purulent  exuda¬ 
tion  on  their  furface,  fometimes  cauling  pre¬ 
ternatural 
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ternatural  adhefions ;  at  other  times,  the  cavi¬ 
ties  lined  by  thefe  membranes,  are  filled  with 
a  turbid  ferum,  with  filaments  floating  in  it. 

Among!!:  the  caufes  of  inflammation  peculiar 
to  Diaphanous  membranes,  Dr  Smyth  obferves, 
that  he  knows  none  which  is  general,  but  Air, 
and,  even  that,  perhaps,  does  not  affe&  the 
periofleum.  Venereal  virus,  Gout,  and  Scro- 
phula,  are  partial  caufes :  the  firfl  attacking 
the  periofleum,  the  fecond  the  capfular  liga¬ 
ment,  the  third  both.  Pregnancy  may  be  rec¬ 
koned  a  predifpofing  caufe,  at  leafi,  to  perito¬ 
neal  inflammation. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment,  he  is  inclined 
to  believe,  that  it  bears  purging  better  than 
Phlegmon,  though  it  does  not  admit  of  fo  li¬ 
beral  an  ufe  of  the  lancet ;  the  ftrength  of  the 
patient  being  more  apt  to  fink  upon  bleeding, 
and  the  difeafe  to  terminate  in  gangrene. 

T  ’  f 

Of  the  Inflammation  of  Mucous  or  Fituitous 

Membranes . 

Notwithstanding  there  is  great  reafon 
to  believe,  that  the  flru&ure  of  thefe  mem¬ 
branes  are  different  in  different  parts,  it  is  ap¬ 
parent- 
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parent  that  there  are  certain  qualities  which 
they  have  in  common,  feemingly  conne&ed 
with  the  peculiarity  of  their  function,  and 
which  ferve  to  diflinguifti  them  from  all  others. 
Their  texture  is  more  foft  and  fpungy  than 
that  of  other  membranes,  their  furface  villous, 
and  interfperfed  with  the  fmall  openings  of  a 
number  of  glandular  follicles,  perpetually  pour¬ 
ing  out  a  thin  tranfparent  ropy  fluid,  which, 
while  it  moiflens  their  furface,  ferves  to  pro- 
reft  them  from  the  acrimony  of  the  fluids  to 
which  they  are  expofed.  Membranes,  with 
fuch  properties  as  have  been  now  defcribed, 
are  found  lining  the  nofe,  fauces,  larynx,  tra¬ 
chea,  pharynx,  cefophagus,  flomach,  inteflines, 
vefica  urinte,  urethra,  vagina,  uterus,  palpe¬ 
bral,  and  forming  the  tunica  adnata  of  the 
eye.  In  all  thofe  parts  they  are  liable  to  be 
inflamed,  and  the  inflammation  of  them  is  al¬ 
ways  attended  with  fimilar  fymptoms.  The 
chief  of  which  are  the  following— 

An  increafed  thicknefs  and  fenfibility  of  the 
membrane  ;  the  villous  furface  red  and  fpungy, 
with  a  confiderable  fenfe  of  heat  and  forenefs, 
though  feldom  any  very  acute  pain,  unlefs 
what  is  occafioned  by  a  fluid  pafling  along  an 
inflamed  furface. 
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The  mucus,  which,  in  a  natural  ft  ate,  is  a 
mild  tranfparent  ropy  fluid,  lofes  its  tenacity* 
in  confequence  of  inflammation.  At  firft,  it 
is  thin  and  acrid,  frequently  excoriating  the 
neighbouring  parts ;  but,  towards  the  end,  it 
puts  on  a  purulent  appearance. 

When  fever  accompanies  this  inflammation* 
he  obferves,  that  the  fever  is  not  a  fymptom 
of  the  inflammation  ;  although  this  laft,  in 
many  cafes,  may  with  propriety  be  confidered 
as  a  fymptom  of  the  fever. 

When  this  inflammation  terminates  favour¬ 
ably,  the  fymptoms  gradually  fubfide.  The 
difcharge  diminifhing,  at  firft  refembles  puru¬ 
lent  matter  ;  and  at  laft,  acquiring  more  tena¬ 
city  and  tranfparency,  it  regains  every  proper¬ 
ty  of  real  mucus.  In  cafes,  where  the  termi¬ 
nation  is  lefs  favourable,  the  difcharge  fome- 
times  excoriates  and  ulcerates  the  membrane 
itfelf ;  or,  flopping  fuddenly,  occaflons  phleg¬ 
monic  inflammation  and  abfcefs  in  the  cellular 
membrane,  or  neighbouring  parts.  There  are 
alfo  inftances,  though  rarely,  of  its  termina¬ 
tion  in  gangrene. 

Thefe  three  firft  fpecies  of  inflammation  are, 
in  the  ftri&eft  fenfe  of  the  word,  acute  dif- 

eafes, 
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eafes  *,  their  fymptoms  being  violent,  and  their 
termination  fpeedy  ;  whereas,  the  inflamma¬ 
tion  of  mucous  membranes,  is  often  fo  long 
without  increafe  or  decreafe,  that  the  difeafe 
is  rather  chronic  than  acute. 

The  principal  caufes  of  this  fpecies  are,  Ca¬ 
tarrh,  Contagion,  Scrophula,  Venereal  virus. 
Error  loci,  Mechanical  cr  Chemical  acrimony. 

But  if  the  inflammation  of  mucous  mem¬ 
branes,  differs  from  other  inflammations  in 
fymptoms  and  termination,  it  differs  from  them 
not  lefs  remarkably  in  the  mode  of  treatment. 

As  this  inflammation  hardly  ever  occafions 
any  confiderable  pain  or  fever,  general  bleed¬ 
ing  is  feldom  neceffary,  local  blood-letting 
being,  in  mod  inftances,  fufficient ;  and  purg¬ 
ing  is  commonly  attended  with  the  mofl  evi¬ 
dent  advantage.  Opiates  alfo,  are  here  of  An¬ 
gular  efficacy.  Cold  and.  aftringent  topics, 
which  in  every  other  inflammation  are  hazard¬ 
ous  or  prejudicial,  in  this,  are  frequently  em¬ 
ployed,  and,  in  general,  with  the  very  befl 
effeff. ' 

*1  *.4 r»l  »  w  -f  £4'%  ;  tt  \  t  ‘ I : '  / ’  f  t  1 
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*  The  fcrophulous,  and  pofiibly  the  venereal  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  periofleum,  he  thinks,  are  exceptions  to  this 
rule. 
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Of  the  Inflammation  of  the  Mufcular  Fibres* 

A  fifth  fpecies  of  inflammation,  different 
in  many  refpefts  from  any  of  the  preceding* 
and  whofe  fpecific  difference  is  likewife  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  peculiar  ftrufture  of  the  part,  is 
the  inflammation  of  the  mufcular  fibre,  com¬ 
monly  called  Acute  Rheumatifm. 

This  inflammation  is  charafterized  by  vio¬ 
lent  or  acute  pain,  accompanied  by  fever, 
without  any  very  confiderable  fwelling  of  the 
part,  and  greatly  aggravated  by  motion  or 
diftenfion.  An  inflammatory  cruft  alfo  appears 
on  the  blood  that  is  taken  away,  and  the  dif- 
eafe  is  feldom  cured  without  repeated  bleed¬ 
ings,  and  a  drift  antiphlogiflic  regimen. 

It  never  terminates,  fo  far  as  Dr  Smith  has 
ohferved,  in  fuppuration  or  gangrene ;  but 
when  it  continues  long,  or  is  not  completely 
cured,  it  occafions  debility,  palfy,  and  rigidity 

of  the  mufcular  fibres  or  tendons,  with  an 

* 

extravafation  of  a  gelatinous  matter  about  their 
iheaths,  and  about  the  ligaments  of  the  larger 
joints,  entirely  deftroying  the  motion  of  the 

limbs* 
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This  inflammation  differs  alfo  materially 
from  the  others  with  refpeft  to  the  period  of 
its  duration  ;  for  though  the  pain  and  fever 
accompanying  it,  be  as  violent  as  in  any  cafe 
whatever,  the  complaint  is  neither  fo  acute, 
nor  of  fo  fpeedy  a  folution,  as  the  three  firft 
Ipecies  of  inflammation,  but,  like  the  fourth,  is 
apt  to  degenerate  into  a  chronic  difeafe,  the 
pains  and  fwellings  remaining  after  the  fever 
and  primary  inflammation  have  entirely  fub- 
fided. 

Its  caufcs,  in  general,  are  extremely  uncer¬ 
tain.  Cold  and  moifture  applied,  in  particular 
circumftances,  feldom  fail  to  produce  it :  mer¬ 
cury,  imprudently  adminiftered,  is  a  pretty  fre¬ 
quent  caufe ;  and  perhaps  other  acrimonies^ 
introduced  into  the  habit,  may  have  a  fimilar 
effe&. 

With  regard  to  the  cure*  Dr  Smyth  ob- 
ferves,  that  the  illuftrious  Sydenham,  who  at 
firfl:  propofed  to  cure  acute  rheumatifm  by  co¬ 
pious  bleedings,  was  wife  enough  to  rectify 
this  miftake  by  his  after  experience,  confefling 
that  fo  great  a  lofs  of  blood  as  was  neCefiary 
to  cure  the  difeafe,  produced  confequences 
which  were  not  eafily  remedied.  Some  phy- 

€  2  ficians,’ 
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fician^,  to  obviate  the  inconveniences  of  this 
pra&ice,  have  fubffituted  topical  for  general 
bleeding ;  but  where  bleeding  is  neceffary,  the 
relief  obtained  by  this  is  comparatively  trif¬ 
ling  ;  and,  at  any  rate,  in  mod  cafes  bleeding 
ferves  only  to  palliate  the  fymptoms,  without 
removing  the  caufe.  This,  he  obferves,  can 
only  be  done  by  promoting  a  diaphorefis, 
which  therefore  deferves  to  be  ranked  among 
the  principal  means  of  curing  Rheumatifm,  al¬ 
though,  at  times,  it  has  been  produ&ive  of 
the  mod  baneful  effe&s,  when  injudicioufiy  em¬ 
ployed. 

After  finifhing  the  description  of  thefe  five 
fpecies  of  inflammation,  the  learned  author 
concludes  with  obferving,  that  if  he  has  Suc¬ 
ceeded  in  proving,  that  the  Specific  didinftions 
in  thefe  depend  principally  on  the  natural 
dru&ure  or  texture  of  the  part  inflamed,  it 
follows  as  a  necefTary  corollary,  that  the  form 
or  Ipecies  of  inflammation,  So  far  as  it  is  con¬ 
nected  with  texture,  will  be  equally  diversified 
by  a  difference  in  this  particular,  whether  na¬ 
tural  or  adventitious. 


r- 
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An  Inquiry  into  the  Nature ,  Canfe,  and  Cure 
of  the  Gout ,  and  of  feme  Difeafes  with 
which  it  is  connected.  By  John  Gardiner, 
ill.  D,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyji - 
dans ,  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edin¬ 

burgh.  8  vo,  Edinburgh. 

IN  his  preface,  Dr  Gardiner  obferves,  that 
a  queflion  has  been  long  agitated,  whe¬ 
ther  the  folids  or  fluids  be  primarily  affe&ed 
in  difeafes.  This  he  refolves,  by  endeavouring 
to  {hew,  that  while  fome  difeafes  may  arife 
from  a  morbid  affe&ion  of  the  folids,  and  o- 
thers  derive  their  origin  from  certain  morbid 
changes  in  the  fluids,  yet  no  permanent  affec¬ 
tion  of  the  folids,  or  conflderable  changes  in 
the  fluids,  can  take  place,  without  their  mutu¬ 
ally  affe&ing  each  other. 

Our  author  declines  giving  a  minute  hiflory 
©f  the  Gout,  both  as  the  mod  remarkable 
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fymptoms  are  mentioned  in  the  courfe  of  the 
work,  and  as  it  has  been  already  fo  well  de- 
fcribed  by  pra&ical  authors. 

Gout,  he  obferves,  is  a  difeafe,  rather  of 
cold  than  of  warm  climates,  of  winter  than  of 
iummer;  and,  when  not  hereditary,  intempe¬ 
rance,  a  full  diet,  and  fedentary  life,  are  confi- 
dered  as  its  remote  caufes.  Thefe  do  not  aft 
with  equal  force  in  all  ;  for  fome  have  efcaped, 
although  they  have  long  expofed  themfelves 
to  their  a&ion  ;  while  hereditary  gout  has  at¬ 
tacked  others,  in  fpite  of  the  ftri&efl  attention 
to  exereife  and  temperance  :  when,  however, 
rhe  remote  caufes  are  applied  to  fuch  a  confti- 
union,  they  act  with  double  force. 

What  fome  enumerate  as  remote  caufes,  our 

author  thinks  fliould  rather  be  confidered  as 

■ 

occafional  or  exciting.  Thefe  are,  whatever 
produce  debility,  and  its  concomitant,  a  preter- 
natural  irritability  of  the  fyftem.  .Genius,  he 
obferves,  only  predifpofes  to  gout,  fo  far  as 
it  is  connected  with  a  fedentary  life,  and  full 
diet.  In  the  fame  manner,  he  accounts  for  the 
dfefts  of  corpulency  ;  for  when  it  depends 
upon  a  peculiarity  of  conflitution,  he  does  not 
jthink  it  at  all  obnoxious  to  this  difeafe#  AI- 
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though  regular  gout  occurs  raofl  frequently  in 
robuft  habits,  yet  it  is  not  until  they  have  ex* 
pofed  themfelves  long  to  its  remote  caufes. 

Notwith (landing  the  great  diverfity  of  opi¬ 
nion  concerning  the  origin  of  gout,  yet  there 
is  nothing  more  general  than  a  belief  in  its  re¬ 
mote  caufes,  as  above  enumerated.  Our  au¬ 
thor,  therefore,  remarks,  that  it  is  furprifmg, 
and  much  to  be  regreted,  that  men  of  abili¬ 
ties,  in  treating  of  this  diforder,  have  not  pro- 
fecuted,  with  fufficient  ardour,  an  inquiry  into 
the  effetfs  of  thefe  remote  caufes  on  the  con- 
flitution. 

Dr  Gardiner  now  proceeds  to  examine  the 
effefts  of  diet  ^  and  obferves  that,  although 
nature  allows  us  a  confiderable  latitude  in  its 
ufe  with  impunity,  yet  when  the  quantity  of 
food  and  of  ftrong  liquors  taken,  is  difpropor- 
tioned  to  the  powers  and  exercife  of  the  body, 
diforders  occur  in  the  primse  vice, and  digeftion  is 
weakened,  which,  in  more  delicate  and  irritable 
conftitutions,  gives  rife  to  nervous,  hypochon¬ 
driac  and  hyfteric  diforders ;  and  in  fuch  cafes, 
he  reje&s  the  ufe  of  ftrong  liquors  after  meals, 
as  he  thinks  they  rather  tend  to  exhauft  than 
to  raife  the  fpirits,  from  the  excitement  they  oc- 
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cafion.  Thofe  of  a  firmer  habit,  indulging  in 
full  diet  and  fedentary  life,  are  attacked  with 
complaints,  neither  fo  numerous,  fo  violent,  nor 
fo  permanent,  as  more  delicate  men  and  wo¬ 
men  ;  yet  their  intervals  of  eafe  are  neither  fo 
long,  itor  fo  complete,  as  in  thofe  who,  from 
the  greater  firength  of  their  conftitution  and 
digeftive  organs,  have  regular  fits  of  gout. 

Dr  Gardiner  next  offers  fome  proofs  to  fliew, 
that  an  acrimony  may  be  generated  in  our 
fluids  y  and  takes  notice  of  an  affinity  between 
certain  periodical  eryfipelatous  inflammations, 
and  the  gout.  .  The  variety  of  complaints,  he 
thinks,  arife  not  fo  much  from  a  difference  in 
the  fpecies  of  acrimony,  as  from  a  difference 
of  conftitution.  Our  author  obferves,  that  it 
is  not  thofe  who  have  perfevered  in  a  fleady 
courfe  of  intemperance  that  are  moll:  fnbjecfl  to 
the  regular  gout.  With  fuch,  the  functions  of 
the  digeflive  organs  are  much  injured,  which 
is  incompatible  with  the  production  of  that 
difiemper.  It  is  perfons  with  flrong  confiitu- 
tions  and  good  appetites,  that  have  not  hurt 
their  digeflive  organs  by  intemperance,  but 
who  indulge  in  a  full  diet,  and  a  regular,  though 
moderate  ufe  of  flrong  liquors,  and  now  and 

then 
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then  an  accidental  excels  in  their  ufe,  with  a 
fedentary  life,  that  are  moll  liable  to  the  true 
gout. 

While  the  ccnftitution  remains  unimpaired, 
the  generation  of  arthritic  acrimony  is  very 
gradual,  and  its  accumulation  at  firft  extreme¬ 
ly  flow  ;  fo  that  the  interval  may  be  protracted 
to  fome  years.  As  the  conflitution,  by  repeat¬ 
ed  fits,  begins  to  decline,  they  become  {hott¬ 
er,  till,  at  laft,  the  fits  return  twice  a  year. 
Our  author  fuppofes  this  acrimony  to  arife 
from  fome  deficiency  in  the  digefiive  powers, 
or  from  the  too  great  quantity,  or  acrid  quality 
of  the  chyle  to  be  afiimulated  into  the  nature 
of  our  fluids  by  the  force  of  the  circulation, 
and  other  functions  in  the  animal  body.  He 
obferves,  that  the  accumulation  of  this  acrimo- 
ny  is  not  in  proportion  to 'its  generation  in  the 
body  ;  for  nature  is  conflantly  employed 
throwing  it  off  by  the  ikin,  kidneys,  inteftines, 
and  lungs.  A  diminution  of  their  funCfions, 
he  thinks,  is  partly  at  leafl  the  eaufe  of  its  ac¬ 
cumulation. 

In  hereditary  gout,  he  obferves,  the  firft  at¬ 
tack  is  earlier,  the  intervals  fhorter,  and  the  ato¬ 
nic  date  takes  place  fooner,  than  in  the  acquired 
gout.  He  accounts  for  the  Shortening  of  the 
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intervals,  from  the  quicker  accumulation  of  the 
arthritic  matter,  and  by  obferving,  that  when 
nature  is  accufiomed  to  a  particular  mode  of 
a&ing,  to  free  the  habit  from  an  acrimonious 
fluid,  the  will  more  readily  and  eafily  renew 
the  fame  procefs,  when  fimilarly  Aimulated, 
Befides,  in  every  fit  of  the  gout,  there  is  more 
or  lefs  of  a  noxious  fluid  depofited  in  the  cel¬ 
lular  fubftance,  or  neighbourhood  of  the  ten¬ 
dons  and  ligaments ;  and  thus  gradual  Aiffnefs 
of  the  joints  comes  on. 

Gout,  our  author  fuppofes  to  arife  from  a 
defe&  in  the  fun&ions  of  the  primae  viae, 
which  is  owing  to  a  morbid  condition  of  the 
nerves  of  the  Aomach  and  bowels,  either  de¬ 
rived  from  parents,  or  induced  by  an  indul¬ 
gence  in  the  remote  caufes  of  the  difeafe.  He 
fuppofes  the  principle  of  life  to  be  a  confider- 
able  agent  in  digefiion ;  and  as  the  nerves  are 
the  conductors  of  this  principle,  it  feems  pro¬ 
bable,  that  when  a  morbid  change  is  induced 
upon  them,  particularly  thofe  of  the  Aomach, 
there  will  be  a  proportionable  alteration  in 
the  fecretion  of  the  gaflric  fluids.  In  this 
Aate,  an  acid  fermentation  eafily  takes  place  in 
the  Aomach,  which  keeps  up  the  weaknefs  of 
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the  nerves ;  and  as  the  ftomach  is  the  centre 
of  fympathy,  its  irritability  is  foon  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  reft  of  the  fyftem.  In  fuch  a  (late, 
he  endeavours  to  (hew,  that  ardent  fpirits  do 
not  prevent  the  generation  of  acid,  but  rather 
keep  up  the  debility.  He  next  proceeds  to 
explain  why  the  fame  caufes  in  fome  conftitu- 
tions  produce  gout,  and,  in  others,  hyfteric 
and  hypochondriac  affe&ions.  This  he  afcribes 
to  the  difference  of  irritability  \  the  excels  of 
which,  in  the  latter  cafes,  will  prevent  any  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  this  acrimony  in  the  fyftem,  by 
its  caufing  an  excitement  to  throw  itfelf  off  by 
the  ufual  emun&ories.  Robuft  habits,  on  the 
.contrary,  are  capable  of  refilling  its  action  for 
fome  time,  until,  by  the  application  of  the  oc- 
cafional  caufes  producing  debility,  and  propor¬ 
tionable  irritability,  if  the  arthritic  acrimony 
prevail  in  the  habit,  there  will  be  an  excite¬ 
ment  of  the  fyftem  in  the  production  of  a  pa- 
roxyfm.  No  regular  fit  of  the  gout,  he  ob- 
ferves,  can  take  place,  while  an  excefs  of  debi¬ 
lity  prevails.  Debility,  he  thinks,  is  attended 
with  a  proportionable  increafe  of  irritability, 
until  a  certain  degree,  when  the  fenfes  begin  to 
fail,  and  the  irritability  is  proportionably  dimi- 
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nifhed.  This  lad  fpecies  of  debility  feems  to 
accompany  the  deprefTing  paffions  of  the  mind ; 
and,  in  fuch  a  fituation,  the  regular  gout  de¬ 
generates  into  the  atonic  flare ;  when,  he 
thinks,  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  the  arthritic 
matter  a<bs  on  the  brain  and  nerves.  The 
fympathetic  affe&ions,  he  obferves,  increafing 
with  a  more  advanced  (late  of  gout,  have  led 
fome  people  to  affert,  that  gout  is  a  nervous 
diforder,  and  to  deny  the  exigence  of  any 
morbific  matter.  To  this  he  anfwers,  that  al¬ 
though  the  nerves  be  affected  in  every  difeafe, 
yet  only  a  particular  clafs  of  affe&ions  is  brief¬ 
ly  denominated  nervous,  in  which  gout  cannot 
be  ranked,  as,  in  its  regular  attacks,  it  is  evi¬ 
dently  inflammatory. 

In  order  to  acquire  a  juft  notion  of  the  na¬ 
ture  of  gout,  he  thinks  it  neceflary  that  an  ac¬ 
curate  view  fliould  be  taken  of  its  bate  in  dif¬ 
ferent  conftitutions,  and  at  its  mob  remark¬ 
able  periods ;  and  this  he  endeavours  to  do  at 
fome  length.  The  divifion  of  gout  into  the 
Regular,  Irregular,  and  Atonic,  feems  to  our 
author  the  beft.  He  confiders  a  regular  fit  of 
gout,  as  a  falutary  paroxyfm,  excited  by  cer¬ 
tain  laws  in  the  fyftem,  to  free  the  body  of  a 
morbid  matter,  generated  in  the  fluids,  which, 

if 
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if  retained,  would  prove  hurtful  to  the  confii- 
tution.  Under  the  Irregular  gout,  he  compre¬ 
hends  not  only  what  is  called  the  Retrocedent, 
and  the  Mifplaced  gout,  but  every  other  mor¬ 
bid  hate  of  the  body  and  mind,  ariling  from  a 
defeat  in  the  critical  difcharge  of  the  arthritic 
matter.  The  irregular,  he  thinks,  mod  pro¬ 
bably  arifes  from  fome  peculiarity  of  conftitu- 
tion,  or  defeft  in  the  nerves  of  the  primm  vim  : 
u  For,”  (fays  he)  “  notwithflanding  1  have 
“  alleged  that  the  regular  gout  arifes  from 
“  fome  deficiency  in  the  digeftive  organs,  yet 
“  I  am  alfo  of  opinion,  that  a  certain  degree 
“  of  firmnefs  in  the  primm  vim,  and  in  the 
“  fyfiem  in  general,  is  requifite  for  the  forma- 
“  tion  of  a  regular  paroxyfm.  Rut  when  this 
degree  of  firmnefs  is  wanting,  and  the  flo- 
“  mach  and  bowels  are  in  their  debilitated 
<c  hate,  approaching  to  that  of  hypochondriac 
“  patients,  it  is  the  Irregular  gout  that  com- 
“  monly  takes  place.” 

He  confines  the  term,  Atonic  gout,  to  fucli 
cafes  as  thofe  in  which  the  arthritic  acrimony 
prevails,  but  in  which  no  effe&ual  exertion  of 
the  fyftem  takes  place,  to  free  the  body  from 
the  arthritic  matter  ;  and  he  confiders  it  mere- 
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\y  as  an  advanced  (fate  of  the  irregular  gout. 
The  occurrence  of  any  inflammation,  he  ob- 
ferves,  gives  relief  in  the  irregular  gout,  in  like 
manner  as  a  regular  fit ;  and  this  he  mentions 
ns  an  additional  evidence  of  the  exigence  of  a 
materies  morbi.  He  then  proceeds  to  explain 
the  difference  between  a  nervous  difeafe,  and 
nervous  complaints  in  the  gout.  The  fymp- 
toms  previous  to  a  regular  paroxyfm,  he  thinks* 
may  arife  from  the  a&ion  of  the  arthritic  mat¬ 
ter  on  the  extremities  of  the  nervous  fila¬ 
ments. 

To  fympathy  he  afcribes  the  quick  tranfi- 
tion  of  pain  from  the  one  foot  to  the  other  i 
and  the  progrefs  of  the  pain  from  one  joint  to 
another,  he  refers  to  the  inability  of  the  veffels 
of  one  part  to  throw  out  all  the  acrimony. 

The  morbific  matter  of  mealies,  fmall-pox,* 
and  eryfipelas,  he  fuppofes  thrown  out  of  the 
fyflem  in  the  fame  manner  as  that  of  gout* 
In  inflammatory  rheuraatifm,  the  fecretion  of 
morbific  matter,  according  to  our  author,  com¬ 
mences  among  the  ligaments  and  tendons ;  then 
moves,  with  an  alleviation  of  pain,  to  the  inte¬ 
guments,  and  is  at  lafl  performed  by  the  excre¬ 
tory  veffels  of  the  fkin,  which  produce  copious 

perfpiration 


1792- 


COMMENTARIES . 


41 

perfpiration  towards  the  declenfion  of  the  dif- 
eafe.  This,  he  obferves,  divides  the  progrefs 
of  inflammation  into  three  diftin#  ftages,  per- 
feftly  fimilar  to  a  fit  of  gout. 

After  this,  Dr  Gardiner  proceeds  to  confl- 
der  the  general  do&rine  of  inflammation,  and 
obferves,  that  an  increafe  of  flimulus  applied  to 
the  internal  furface  of  the  fmall  arteries,  may 
produce  a  fecretion,  by  the  excretory  veflfels,  of 
a  morbid  matter ;  but  he  doubts  if  any  increafe 
of  ftimulating  power  in  the  blood  be  capable  of 
producing  a  permanent  inflammation  previous 
to  fuch  a  fecretion.  As  he  confiders  irritation 
as  the  caufe  of  every  kind  of  inflammation,  he 
takes  a  view  of  its  efle&s.  On  the  applica¬ 
tion  of  external  flimuli,  a  greater  quantity  of 
blood  than  in  a  natural  ftate  is  propelled 
through  the  fmall  veflfels  of  the  part  afle&ed : 
their  aftion  is  increafed,  and  their  diameters 
enlarged  :  the  rednefs  becomes  vivid  5  and, 
from  the  extenfion  of  thefe  veflfels,  and  from 
others,  which  were  before  invifible,  coming 
into  view,  a  fwelling  is,  of  courfe,  obferved, 
attended  with  increafe  of  heat,  pain,  and 
throbbing.  During  this  period,  fome  obftruc- 
tion  feeras  to  be  given  to  free  circulation  ; 
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which,  he  thinks,  does  not  arife  from  any  di¬ 
minution  of  the  diameters  of  the  arteries,  but 
from  a  larger  quantity  of  blood  being  propel¬ 
led  through  them  than  formerly.  From  the 
great  force  of  the  fmall  arteries,  in  this  flate  of 
obflru&ion,  to  propel  their  fluids,  the  very 
fmall  veflels  arifing  from  them,  carrying  iri 
their  natural  flates  pellucid  fluids,  are  gradual¬ 
ly  enlarged,  and  carry  to  their  terminations 
thicker  fluids,  and  fometimes  even  blood.  Such 
an  inflammation  may  terminate  by  refolution* 
fuppuration,  or  mortification.  In  the  a&ion  of 
bliftering  plafler,  he  obferves,  the  gradual  ef¬ 
fects  of  external  ftimuli  are  clearly  fliewn. 
Since  irritation,  externally  applied,  uniformly 
produces  inflammation,  it  is  reafonable  to  fup- 
pofe  that  the  operations  of  nature  mufl  be 
fimilar.  There  is,  however,  a  difference  in 
the  a&ion  of  the  acrimonious  fluids,  fome  ap¬ 
pearing  to  excite  inflammation  immediately  on 
being  fecreted,  while  others  feem  to  remain 
in  a  flate  of  ftagnation  for  fome  time,  before 
they  acquire  a  fufflcient  degree  of  acrimony  to 
produce  the  fame  efleft.  He  here  introduces 
fome  remarks  on  the  cure  of  inflammation  by 
refolution  $  although,  he  obferves,  it  is  not  al¬ 
ways 
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Ways  advifeable.  Nature  excites  pain,  be 
thinks,  in  order  to  call  our  attention  to  the 
feat  of  difeafe.  It  is  likewife,  he  imagines,  of 
great  benefit,  by  being  attended  with  a  pro- 
portionably  increafed  fecretion  of  morbid  mat¬ 
ter.  Thus  refolution  may  be  fometimes  hurt¬ 
ful.  In  order  to  account  for  the  morbid  mat¬ 
ter  which  produces  rheumatifm  and  gout,  al¬ 
ways  attacking  the  joints,  he  only  fuggeds  the 
idea  of  fpecific  fiimuli*  which  efpecially  adeft 
particular  parts. 

u  *  *"  *  .  . 

*1  f  0  ■<r  "  (“  *■*  <*•*  •*  r 

In  the  fecond  fe&ion,  Dr  Gardiner  treats  of 
the  method  of  cure.  The  oppofite  of  the  re¬ 
mote  caufes  feem  naturally  the  mod  eife&ual 

» 

means  in  the  cure  of  gout.  They  alfo  fulfil 
the  two  principal  curative  indications ;  for  by 
temperance  we  prevent,  as  much  as  poilible, 
the  generation  of  arthritic  matter  \  and,  by 
exercife,  we  promote  its  expulfion  when  gene¬ 
rated,  by  the  excretories  of  the  fkin  and  other 
emun&ories. 

He  is  of  opinion,  that  gout  may  be  cured, 
and  regrets  the  general  notion  of  its  being 
incurable.  The  prefervation  of  the  drengtli 
of' the  patient  mud  be  well  attended  to  in  the 
Vgl.  VII.  Dec.  II.  D  method 
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method  of  cure.  The  diet  ought  to  be  dimi- 
nifhed  gradually,  and  variety  at  meals  avoided. 
Water  fhould  be  the  only  beverage,  and  vinous 
liquors  only  ufed  as  a  cordial. 

The  exercife  is  to  be  adapted  to  the  ftrength 
and  quantity  of  food  taken  by  the  patient.  It 
fhould  never  amount  to  fatigue,  but  be  employ¬ 
ed  fo  far  as  to  keep  up  a  free  perfpiration.  Its 
effe&s  may  be  aftifled  by  fri&ion,  the  ufe  of 
flannel  and  the  warm  bath,  all  which  he  pre¬ 
fers  to  copious  perfpiration  raifed  by  internal 
remedies.  The  cure,  he  obferves,  is  not  to 
be  attempted  by  Peruvian  bark,  Bitters,  or 
Aromatics ;  as  they  often  flop  the  paroxyfm, 
without  acling  on  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  ;  and 
the  patients  are  foon  feized  with  fome  more 
dreadful  malady.  He  then  gives  an  account  of 
the  cotnpofirion  and  effc&sof  the  moft  fafhion- 
ablegout  powders  j  and  obferves,  that  the  mif- 
chiefs  imputed  to  fome  of  them  mu  ft  be  confl- 
dered  as  a  proof  of  their  powers  and  that 
they  rather  did  too  much  than  too  little.  Hepar 
fulphuris,  he  thinks,  may  be  ufed  with  advan¬ 
tage,  as  promoting  the  expulfion  of  the  arthri¬ 
tic  matter  by  the  fkin  and  inteftines. 

The 
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The  benefits  derived  from  alkaline  reme¬ 
dies,  both  in  gravel  and  gout,  he  afcribes  to 
the  fympathy  exi fling  between  the  urinary 
pafiages  and  the  flomach.  They  neutralize 
whatever  acid  may  be  found  in  the  flomach, 
and  are  powerful  folvents  of  phlegm.  Thofe 
hurtful  ftimuli  being  thus  taken  away,  the 
nerves  of  the  primse  vise  gradually  recover 
their  natural  flrength.  Much,  however,  is  to 
be  afcribed  to  the  regimen  obferved  during 
their  ufe ;  it  fliould  be  neither  fo  low  as  to  in¬ 
duce  debility,  nor  fo  high  as  to  hazard  indi- 
geflion. 

As  it  is  obferved,  that  when  the  fwellings  of 
the  joints  fuppurate,  the  intervals  are  more 
complete,  the  paroxyfms  Iefs  fevere,  and  the 
atonic  gout  retarded,  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe 
that  artificial  ififues  will  polfefs  feme  of  thefe 
good  effe&s. 

Dr  Gardiner  now  proceeds  to  take  notice 
of  the  means  employed  for  mitigating  the  pa- 
roxyfms.  He  thinks  it  mod  advifeable  for  the 
patient  to  continue  his  ufual  mode  of  living 
during  the  fit,  unlefs  the  fymptomatic  fever  be 
confiderable,  when  no  meat  fhould  be  allowed. 
The  great  point,  however,  he  obferves,  is  to 
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procure  a  plentiful  perfpiration  in  the  feet; 
and  he  defcribes  the  bed:  method  of  effe&ing' 
it,  by  flannel  locks  and  oil’d  filk  bootikens. 
Until  the  patient  be  able  to  walk  about  in 
his  ufual  way,  thefe  coverings  of  the  feet 
fhould  not  be  laid  afide.  He  alfo  recommends 
eafy  (hoes,  and  walking  as  foon  as  the  pain 
will  permit.  In  cafes  of  extreme  pain,  or  want 
of  reft,  opiates,  he  obferves,  are  to  be  fparing- 
ly  ufed.  In  fym pathetic  afle&ions  of  the  flo- 
mach,  lungs,  &c.  when  acidity,  bile,  phlegm, 
or  indigeflion  is  the  caufe,  vomiting  is  to  be 
excited  by  warm  water,  aided  by  a  little  vola¬ 
tile  alkali,  or  milliard  flower,  or  by  ipecacuhan. 
After  their  operation,  an  opiate  is  in  general 
of  fervice.  When  the  ceafing  of  the  pain  in¬ 
dicates  that  the  fit  is  incomplete,  he  recom¬ 
mends  the  moderate  ufe  of  wine,  or  brandy, 
with  fpices ;  bathing  the  feet  with  warm  wa¬ 
ter,  and  the  application  of  finapifms.  If  thefe 
be  ineffe&ual,  bliflers  mull  be  applied  to  the 
ancles,  thighs,  arms,  or  part  affe&ed.  He  re¬ 
lates  a  cafe  in  which  leeches  were  applied  to 
the  pained  part  with  confiderable  relief.  With 
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commended  ;  but  our  author  is  afraid  of  their 
becoming  cold,  and  of  courfe  dangerous. 

He  points  out  the  great  danger  to  be 
dreaded  from  the  accefs  of  cold  air,  and  the 
application  of  cold  water  to  gouty  inflammations. 
He  obferves,  that  there  are  many  cafes  which 
ferve  rather  to  aflonifu  than  to  inAruch,  as  they 
do  not  admit  of  a  fatisfa&ory  explanation.  But 
the  more  knowledge  we  acquire  concerning  the 
nature  of  any  difeafe,  the  fewer  of  thefe  will 
occur.  He  has  given  an  ingenious  explana¬ 
tion  of  a  cafe  of  gout  mentioned  by  Dr 
Clarke,  which  was  cured  by  the  patient’s  eat¬ 
ing  boiled  falted  herrings  at  bed-time,  without 
fatisfying  his  third  that  night.  Now,  our  au¬ 
thor  obferves,  that  this  patient’s  third  mud 
have  been  excedive  ;  and  as  third  is  the  cri¬ 
terion  of  the  increafed  a&ion  of  the  abforbents, 
we  may,  he  thinks,  fafely  conclude,  that  after  a 
fupperof  three  fait  herrings  from  the  pickle,  un- 
waflied  and  broiled,  without  the  patient  being 
permitted  to  drink  till  next  day,  the  abforption 
of  the  fecreted  arthritic  matter  mud  have  been 
confiderable. 

In  the  atonic  gout,  the  ikill  of  the  phyfician 
reaches  no  farther  than  to  alleviate  pain,  and 
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the  anomalous  complaints  incident  to  this  dif- 
eafe,  by  a  proper  regulation  of  diet,  and  the 
ufe  of  exercife,  or  rubbing  with  a  flannel  or 
flefli  brufh.  The  warm  bath,  when  not  con¬ 
traindicated  by  debility,  and  the  employment 
of  warm  clothing,  are  much  recommended  to 
promote  perfpiration. 
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III. 

An  Inquiry  into  the  remote  Caufes  of  Urinary 

Gravel .  By  Alexander  Philip  Wilfon,  M.  D . 

8vo.  London. 

v  ;  ™  *  *  i 

r firft  part  of  this  ingenious  work  con- 
tains  the  relation  of  many  accurate  expe¬ 
riments,  which  tend  principally  to  prove,  that, 
ccsteris  paribus ,  acidity  of  the  primes  vice  in- 
creafes  the  tendency  of  the  urine  to  depofite 
lirhic  acid  ;  that  diluents  diminilh  the  quantity 
of  lithic  acid  in  any  given  portion  of  urine; 
that  exercife,  fudorifics,  and  diaphoretics,  lefifen 
the  depofition  of  lithic  acid  ;  and  that  an  acid 
matter  is  carried  off  by  infenfible  perfpiration. 
For  an  account  of  the  ingenious  manner  in 
which  thefe  experiments  were  conduced,  we 
mutf  refer  the  reader  to  the  work  itfelf. 

Our  author  obferves,  that  urine,  when  left 
to  itfelf,  depolites,  in  a  few  hours,  either  a 
whitifh  matter,  rendering  it  muddy,  or  chry- 
flals  of  lithic  acid,  or  both.  Thefe  depofitions 

he  found  to  be,  in  fome  degree,  incompatible 
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with  each  other,  fince,  when  the  quantity  of 
the  one  was  increafed,  that  of  the  other  was 
proportionally  diminished.  He  has  alfo  found, 
that  while  the  lithic  acid  was  prefent  in  great- 
eft  quantity  in  the  urine  of  a  perfon  living  on 
an  acefcent  diet,  the  cream-coloured  depofition 
was  increafed  by  food  of  a  contrary  tendency  ; 
that  any  caufe  increafing  perfpiration,  while  it 
dimmifh.es  the  quantity  of  lithic  acid,  tends  to 
produce  the  cream-coloured  fediment  in  the 
urine ;  that  the  cream-coloured  fediment  is 
more  foluble  in  urine,  and  more  eafily  a&ed  up¬ 
on  by  acids,  than  the  lithic  acid.  Hence  he 
infers,  that  it  is  the  lithic  acid  which  is  apt  to 
form  concretions  in  the  urinary  paifages,  and 
that  the  fecretion  of  any  acid  matter  by  the 
kidneys,  tends  to  increafe  its  depofition :  for 
experiments  prove,  that  the  addition  of  an  acid 
to  urine  out  of  the  body,  always  produces  a  de¬ 
position  of  lithic  acid.  He  alfo  takes  notice 
of  Several  effects  of  acids  upon  urine  ;  and  as 
the  nature  of  lithic  acid  is  well  known,  he  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  inquire  into  the  properties  of  the 
cream-coloured  fediment.  He  thinks  that  ex¬ 
periment  proves  it  to  be  a  neutral  fair,  con¬ 
taining  lithic  acid,  which  may  be  precipitated 
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from  it  by  other  acids,  in  the  form  of  fine  fand, 
while  the  new  compound  being  more  foluble, 
renders  the  urine  tranfparent. 

From  the  different  appearances  of  the  urine, 
he  takes  notice  of  three  didincl  ftates  in  which 
it  exids  at  different  times,  indicating  different 
dates  of  its  fecreting  organs.  The  fird  is, 
when  the  veffels  of  the  kidney  are  confirmed, 
and  then  the  urine  flows  limpid,  and  with  little 
fediment  of  any  kind.  The  fecond  is,  when 
the  urine  is  as  high-coloured  as  ufual,  but  de- 
pofites  lefs  lithic  acid,  and  more  cream-co¬ 
loured  fediment,  the  kidney  feems  now  in  a 
date  of  relaxation. 

When  the  vigorous  affion  of  the  kidney 
takes  place,  it  forms  the  third  date.  Here 
the  urine  is  not  higher  coloured,  but  depofites 
more  lithic  acid.  Thefe  three  dates  every  per- 
fon,  he  thinks,  experiences,  in  a  greater  or  lefs 
degree,  once  a  day.  At  night,  he  fuppofes,  a 
febrile  date,  formed  even  in  the  mod  healthy, 
and  the  urine,  he  obferves*  is  always  paler. 
This,  then,  is  the  fird  date.  The  fecond  takes 
place  in  the  night  time,  as,  during  deep,  there 
js  a  relaxation  of  that  febrile  date  formed  in 
the  evening.  The  mid-day  urine  forms  the 
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third  flate.  He  alfo  fuppofes  a  like  diurnal 
revolution  to  take  place  in  the  ikin,  being  con¬ 
firmed  in  the  evening,  relaxed  during  lleep, 
and  in  vigorous  a&ion  in  the  day-time.  Hence 
there  will  be  conffantly  an  accumulation  of 
acid  in  the  night-time,  to  be  thrown  off  the 
following  day  by  the  renewed  vigour  of  the 
Ikin'  and  kidneys. 

From  thefe  obfervations,  he  concludes,  that 
it  is  by  the  vigorous  action  of  the  Ikin  and  kid¬ 
neys  that  any  dangerous  accumulation  of  acid 
muff  be  guarded  againff. 

The  predifpofing  caufes  of  gravel,  he  thinks, 
are,  too  great  a  proportion  of  foiid,  from  the 
particular  formation  of  the  body;  old  age  ;  ex- 
ceffive  labour  ;  high  living  ;  and  the  liberal  ufe 
of  fermented  liquors;  indolence;  and  too  much 
heat  applied  to  the  body  in  general,  or  kidneys 
in  particular.  Thefe  a<ff,  partly  by  their  de¬ 
bilitating  effe&s,  partly  by  the  check  they  give 
to  perfpiration,  from  the  accretion  of  the  fmall 
veffels  of  the  ikin.  Gout,  he  thinks,  does  not 
predifpofe  to  gravel;  nor  does  he  fee  any  rea- 
fon  for  fuppofmg  thefe  two  difeafes  to  be  ef- 
fentially  connected ;  becaufe,  when  gravel  is 
the  primary  difeafe,  it  is  not  accompanied  by 
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gout;  becaufe  it  is  often  induced  by  other  ac¬ 
cidents  ;  becaufe  it  is  not  induced  by  gout,  till 
it  has  been  prefent  feme  time,  and  the  predif- 
pofing  caufes  have  been  remarkably  applied  ; 
and  becaufe  we  can  otherwife  account  for  their 
concurrence,  fmee  the  fame  caufes,  applied 
through  life,  tend  to  induce  both  difeafes. 

All  the  predifpofing  caufes  induce  the  fame 
change  on  the  body,  viz.  the  ina&ivity  of  the 
fkin  and  kidneys ;  hence  there  will  be  an  over 
proportion  of  acid  matter  in  the  fyftem,  and 
a  depofition  of  lithic  acid  from  the  urine,  fo 
foon  as  it  paffes  by  the  kidneys.  This  inadh- 
vity  of  the  fkin  and  kidneys,  he  therefore 
reckons  the  remote  caufe  of  gravel. 

Our  author  now  proceeds  to  (hew,  when  it 
is  mod  probable  that  the  remote  caufe  of  gra¬ 
vel  is  prefent.  As  an  over  proportion  of  acid 
is  gradually  accumulating  in  the  fyftem,  gravel, 
he  thinks,  muft  be  a  periodical  difeafe,  whofe 
intervals  will  gradually  ihorten.  When  the 
paroxyfms  of  the  gout  have  become  frequent, 
an  accumulation  of  acid  he  fuppofes  to  have 
taken  place.  This  is  likewife  the  cafe,  when 
Hypochondriacs  comes  on  in  old  age,  after  the 
predifpofing  caufes  of  gravel  have  been  ap¬ 
plied, 


6o 


MEDICAL 


Dec.  II. 


plied.  Every  old  perfon,  of  a  temperament 
predifpofmg  to  gravel,  particularly  if  it  has 
been  hereditary  in  the  family,  may  dread  an 
accumulation  of  that  noxious  matter,  which, 
fooner  or  later,  will  make  its  appearance,  by 
inducing  a  fit  of  gravel. 

When  it  appears  that  the  remote  caufe  of 
gravel  is  prefent,  we  muff  ufe  every  means  for 
correcting  this  morbid  condition,  and  prevent¬ 
ing  the  body  from  relapfing  into  the  fame  hate, 
i By  {lengthening  and  aflifling  the  diges¬ 
tive  organs,  idly ,  Avoiding  fuch  ingefla  as 
increafe  the  quantity  of  the  matter  we  endea¬ 
vour  to  expel.  3 dly,  Ufing  fuch  as  have  an 
oppofite  tendency.  4 thly.  Throwing  out  this 
matter.  "With  regard  to  the  firfl  indication,  he 
refers  to  the  fecond  part  of  his  Treatife.  The 
two  next  are  fulfilled,  by  living  as  much  as 
poffibie  on  alkalefcent  food,  particularly  fifh, 
and  ufing  lime-water,  aerated  alkaline  water, 
&c.  Diluents  feem  to  be  of  lefs  fervice,  in 
fulfilling  the  Iafh  indication,  than  might  be  fup- 
pofed.  Dieuretics,  he  thinks,  anfwer  better  ; 
but  he  places  more  confidence  in  fudorifics  and 
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emetic,  when  given  in  fuch  dofes  as  not  to  ex¬ 
cite  naufea. 

Our  author  now  proceeds  to  make  fome  ob- 
fervations  on  Dyfpepfia,  and  opens  the  fubje£l, 
by  an  enquiry  into  the  efficient  caufe  of  digef- 
tion  ;  and  on  this  he  delivers  the  following  o- 
pinion  :  That  an  incipient  fermentation,  by  mi¬ 
nutely  feparating  the  more  folid  parts  of  our 
food,  in  a  manner  fimiliar  to  maflication,  ren¬ 
ders  it  more  perviable  by  the  gaflric  liquor, 
and  confequently  more  eafily  digefted. 

But  he  thinks  it  equally  neceflary,  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  proximate  caufe  of  the  failure  of 
digeflion.  Dyfpepfia,  according  to  authors, 
is  owing,  either  to  a  diminution  of  the  mufcu- 
Jar  a&ion  of  the  flomach,  to  a  vitiated  flate  of 
the  gaflric  liquor,  or  to  its  deficiency.  He 
adopts  the  lafl  hypothefis,  as  he  thinks  it  more 
probable  that  the  occafional  caufes,  which  are 
all  fuch  as  weaken  the  flomach  or  fyflem,  fhould 
rather  produce  a  deficiency,  than  change  the 
properties  of  the  gafiric  liquor.  Befides,  al¬ 
though  a  dyfpeptic  cannot  digefl  an  ordinary 
quantity  of  food,  without  morbid  fymptoms, 
yet  he  will  a  fmaller,  perfe&ly  ;  and  if  he  fall 
longer  than  ufual,  the  fermentation  in  the  11c- 
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macli  will  be  corrected,  and  the  digeflion  be¬ 
come  complete.  He  alfo  mentions  his  own 
cafe,  when  feized  with  anorexia.  Having 
fucked  an  orange  the  night  before,  he  next 
morning  complained  of  naufea  and  oppreflion, 
referred  to  the  ftomach ;  which  induced  him 
to  evacuate  it,  by  irritating  the  fauces,  about 
eight  hours  after  he  had  taken  the  orange-juice, 
and  found  it  unaltered  and  unmixed.  This 
dyfpepfia  then,  was  clearly  owing  to  deficiency 
of  gaflric  liquor.  He  has  alfo  fhewn,  by  ex¬ 
periment,  that,  by  freeing  the  flomach  of  gaf- 
tric  liquor,  anorexia  can  be  nearly  produced, 
and  the  fenfationof  hunger  almofl  taken  away. 
He  brings  further  arguments  in  fupport  of  his 
opinion,  from  the  manner  in  which  the  reme¬ 
dies  a£l.  Stimulants  relieve  the  fymptoms  of 
dyfpepfia,  by  producing  a  more  copious  fecre- 
tion  of  the  gaflric  liquor,  certainly  not  in  a  vi¬ 
tiated  flate.  But,  when  too  often  repeated, 
they  increafe  the  tendency  to  dyfpepfia,  by  in¬ 
ducing  debility  in  the  ftomach,  which  mufl 
tend  to  lefien  its  fecretion. 

Vomiting,  he  thinks  hurtful  in  dyfpepfia,  as, 
with  its  morbid  contents,  it  evacuates  the  fto- 
mach  of  its  gaflric  liquor.  But  if  the  patient, 
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after  vomiting,  (hould  fad  till  the  gadric  li¬ 
quor  flow  in  fuflicient  quantity,  and  only  take 
a  fmall  quantity  of  food,  the  dyfpeptic  fym- 
ptoms  he  thinks  will  not  fo  readily  recur.  As 
frequent  vomiting  weakens  the  domach, it  ought 
to  be  avoided,  and,  in  general,  he  obferves,  it  can 
be  fo;  for  fading  alone  will  often  remove  dy- 
fpepfia.  In  young  people,  this  difeafe  is  gene¬ 
rally  accompanied  by  a  morbid  irritability, 
which  feems  often  to  give  rife  to  it.  In  fuch, 
and  indeed  in  all  dyfpeptics,thofe  remedies  mud 
be  employed  which  aft  on  the  fydem  in  gene¬ 
ral,  and  which  give  the  body  the  proper  dimu- 
lus,  without  any  fubfequent  injury  ;  with  this 
caution,  that  they  be  not  applied  in  too  great 
a  degree,  or  when  the  body  is  too  weak. 
Thefe  remedies  are,  exercife,  cold-bathing,  and 
the  ufus  modicus  Veneris.  He  alfo  confiders 
the  regulation  of  the  deep,  as  edential  to  the 
cure  of  dyfpepfia.  Some  is  neceffary,  to  re- 
fredi  the  body,  while  too  much  relaxes  it.  As 
the  continuation  of  the  febrile  date,  formed 
in  the  evening,  debilitates  the  body,  it  mud 
be  avoided ;  and  as  this  indication  is  fulfil¬ 
led  by  repofe,  hence  the  advantage  of  going 
early  to  bed.  With  regard  to  the  regulation 
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of  the  mind  in  this  difeafe,  he  lays  it  down  as 
a  rule,  to  keep  it  condantly  employed,  but  ne¬ 
ver  to  fatigue  or  overftretch  it.  The  general 
view  in  this  treatment,  he  ohferves,  is  more 
adapted  to  the  young  than  the  old ;  for,  where 
digeftion  is  fo  weakened,  that  the  body  can  , 
hardly  be  fupported,  artificial  means  mud  be 
ufed  to  drengthcn  the  digeftive  powers.  Sti¬ 
mulants  and  tonics,  while  they  relieve  the  ur¬ 
gent  fymptoms,  increafe  the  tendency  to  the 
difsafe ;  and  our  author  thinks,  that,  in  the 
gaflric  liquor  of  other  animals,  introduced  into 
the  flomach,  a  remedy  may  be  found  which  has 
not  that  inconvenience.  He  thinks  it  might  alfo 
be  employed  with  advantage,  in  thofe  cafes 
where  it  is  neceffary  to  nourifh  per  anum.  He 
concludes  with  obferving,  that,  whether  by  pro¬ 
moting  the  a&ion  of  the  fkin  and  kidneys,  in 
the  manner  above  directed,  we  (hall  be  enabled 
to  relieve  a  gravelly  difpofition,  experience 
mult  determine  ;  but  every  age  has  told  us, 
that  living  in  fuch  a  manner  as  fupports  the 
neceliary  excretions,  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
tends  to  preferve  the  vigour  of  the  digedive 
organs,  is  a  method  of  avoiding  a  difeafe  which 
fo  often  makes  the  decline  of  life  almofl  into¬ 
lerable. 
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lerable.  This  can  only  be  done,  by  fteadily 
obferving  fobriety,  and  ufing  that  degree  of 
exercife  which  nature  has  defigned  for  us. 

How  far  the  ingenious  conje&ures,  thrown 
out  in  this  treatife,  both  with  refpeft  to  calcu¬ 
lous  and  dyfpeptic  affe&ions,  are  well  founded, 
we  cannot  pretend  to  determine.  But  the  in¬ 
telligent  reader  will  readily  perceive,  that  they 
have  not  only  a  claim  to  novelty,  but  that,  if 
they  fhall  be  confirmed  by  future  observations, 
they  will  lead  to  not  a  few  important  changes 
in  pra&ice.  The  consequences  refulting  from' 

r  m 

thefe,  however,  can  only  be  determined  by 
accurate  and  candid  observations,  confirmed 

A  ■  7  *  *  •  '•»  *  y.  i  :  l.  ■  .  '■>  l  3  *  •  ,r.  Y 

by  the  concurring  teftimony  of  different  prac¬ 
titioners. 
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A  Treatife  on  the  Mineral  Waters  of  Harro¬ 
gate,  containing  the  Hijlory  of  thefe  Waters 7 
their  Chemical  Analyfis ,  Medicinal  Proper¬ 
ties ,  and  Plain  Directions  for  their  Ufe.  By 
Thomas  Garnett,  M.  D.  Phyfician  at  Har¬ 
rogate ,  &c .  8 vo,  London. 

IN  the  firfl  part  of  this  ingenious  work,  Dr 
Garnett  gives  a  fhort  hi  dory  of  the  difco- 
very  of  the  feveral  fprings,  and  a  concife  ana¬ 
lyfis  of  the  authors  who  have  treated  of  them. 

He  then  proceeds,  in  the  fecond  part,  to 
give  an  account  of  the  fulphur  water  ;  and  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  there  are  four  fulphur  wells  very 
near  each  other,  at  Low  Harrogate,  which 
differ  only  in  the  quantity  of  impregnating 
principles.  That  which  is  commonly  ufed  for 
drinking,  is  the  ftrongeft ;  the  others  fupply 
Water  for  the  baths.  Of  thefe  four  fulphur 
wells,  he  calls  the  drinking  well,  the  firfl  $  that 

i 

about  a  yard  to  the  right,  the  fecond  ;  and, 

proceeding 
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proceeding  ftill  to  the  right,  the  third  and 
fourth  are  found.  The  firft,  he  obferves,  is 
the  moft  ftrongly  impregnated ;  the  third  the 
next ;  the  fecond  and  fourth  are  confiderably 
weaker  than  the  others.  Although  the  fe¬ 
cond  and  fourth  have  been  frozen,  yet  the  firft 
and  third  refill  the  moft  extreme  frofts,  having 
a  temperature  feveral  degrees  below  the  freez¬ 
ing  point.  This,  he  thinks,  is  owing  to  the 
great  quantity  of  fait  with  which  they  are  im¬ 
pregnated.  His  experiments  are  confined  to 
the  fir  ft,  as  it  is  the  only  one  ufed  for  drink¬ 
ing.  With  regard  to  its  phyficai  properties 
when  taken  up  from  the  well,  its  water  is  per¬ 
fectly  clear  and  tranfparent,  and  fparkles  when 
poured  out  of  one  glafs  into  another.  The 
tafte  is  very  faline,  and  at  firft  difagreeable. 
It  has  a  ftrong  hepatic  or  fulphureous  fmell, 
fimilar  to  bilge  water,  or  the  fcourings  of  a 
gun.  When  expofed  to  the  open  air,  it  foon 
begins  to  grow  turbid,  and  acquires,  in  foiiie 
degree,  a  greeniih  tint.  A  white  powder  is 
gradually  depofited,  and  it  lofes  its  fulphureous 
fmell.  He  found  its  fpecific  gravity  to  be  to 
that  of  diftilled  water  as  1.0064  to  1. 0000,  the 
temperature  of  both  being  60  degrees. 

E  a 
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From  a  feries  of  accurate  experiments,  our 
author  concludes,  that  a  wine  gallon  of  the 
fulphur  water,  taken  from  the  drinking  well, 
contains 


Of  Muriat  of  foda,  or  common 

oz. 

dwt. 

sr* 

fait, 

I 

5 

155 

Muriat  of  lime 

0 

0 

*3 

Muriat  of  magnefia 

0 

3 

19 

Carbonat  of  lime 

0 

0 

18.5 

Carbonat  of  magnefia 

Sulphat  of  magnefia,  or  Ep- 

0 

0 

5-5 

fom  fait 

0 

0 

10.5 

in  io 

Cubic  inches. 
8 

7 

*9 
34 

He  alfo  obferves,  that  large  bubbles  of 
azotic  gas  rife  from  the  bottom  of  the  bafon, 

and 


Of  Aeriform  fluids. 

Carbonic  acid  gas,  or  fixed  air 
Azotic  gas 

Sulphurated  hydrogen  gas,  or  he¬ 
patic  air 


/ 
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and  break  at  the  furface  two  or  three  times  in 
a  minute ;  and  that  Tome  of  the  wells  in  the 
bog  above  the  village,  afford  it  in  a  much 
greater  quantity. 

The  Old  Spa  water,  he  obferves,  has  a 
pleafant  chalybeate  tafte ;  is  exceeding  clear, 
and  fparkles  when  poured  from  one  glafs  into 
another.  Its  fpecific  gravity  at  the  tempera¬ 
ture  of  60  deg.  is  to  that  of  water,  as  i. 00014 
to  1.00000.  From  a  wine  gallon  of  this  wat^r 
he  obtained 


• 

Grains. 

Of  Carbonat  of  iron 

- 

2 

Sulphat  of  foda 

- 

3 

Sulphat  of  lime 

m 

i-S 

Of  Aerial  fluids, 

Cubic  inches, 

Carbonic  acid  gas 

*5*75 

Azotic  gas 

4.25 

20 

■ '  '  1 

He  next  examines  the  Tewit  water,  which, 
he  obferves,  is  very  clear,  and  fparkles  ra¬ 
ther  more  than  the  Old  Spa  water.  Bubbles 
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of  air,  about  the  fize  of  a  walnut,  are  fre¬ 
quently  feen  to  rife  from  the  bottom  of  the 
fpring.  and  break  at  the  fur  face.  Thefe  ho 
found  to  confift  entirely  of  azotic  gas.  At  a 
temperature  of  <5o  deg.  its  fpecific  gravity  was 
as  i. 00017  t0  1.00000.  It  is  not  very  brifk, 
but  evidently  chalybeate. 

A  wine  gallon  of  this  water  afforded 

Grains. 


Of  Carbonat  of  iron 
Sulphat  of  lime 


Qf  Aerial  fluids. 

Carbonic  acid  gas 
Azotic  gas 


2-5 

4 

6.5 

Cubic  inches, 

1 6 


21 


The  Crefcent  water,  he  obferves,  when 
fir(t  taken  from  the  pump,  and  poured  from 
one  glafs  into  another,  fparkies  confiderably, 
and  emits  numerous  bubbles  of  air,  which  at¬ 
tach  themfelves  to  the  inner  furface  of  the 
glafs.  It  is  not  perfectly  tranfparenr,  but 

more 
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more  or  lefs  turbid  at  different  times :  in  ge¬ 
neral,  it  has  a  whitifli  cloudy  appearance.  The 

% 

tade  is  faline,  and  rather  vapid,  imparting  a 
certain  fmoothnefs  to  the  palate.  It  is  much 
more  pleafant  than  the  Sulphur  water  :  a 
chalybeate  tafte  is  alfo  very  perceptible.  It 
has  an  evident  fulphureous  fmell,  or  hepatic 
odour,  though  not  near  fo  flrong  as  that  emit¬ 
ted  by  the  Sulphur  water.  Its  fpecific  gravity 
he  found  to  be  to  that  of  diddled  water,  as 
1.002  to  t.ooo,  the  temperature  of  both  being 
6o  deg. 

On  the  19th  of  Augud  1790,  he  compared 
the  temperature  of  feverai  of  the  fprings,  and 
obtained  the  following  refult. 

Of  Farenheit, 

Temperature  of  the  atmofphere  60  Deg. 

—  the  Crefcent  water  52 

drinking  Sulphur  well  5  4 
— •  well  next  the  drink¬ 
ing  Sulphur  well  57 

* —  lowed  Sulphur  well  56 

St  Magnus’s  well  5 1 

E  4 
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From  a  feries  of  accurate  experiments,  a 
wine  gallon  of  Crefcent  water  feems  to  con- 


.  ‘ 

tain 

Of  Carbonat  of  iron 

dwt.  gr. 

O  2 

Carbonat  of  lime 

\ 

O  3.I 

Muriat  of  magnefia 

I  21 

Muriat  of  foda 

5  1 7 

Sulphat  of  magnefia 

S  .  *  .  i 

0  8 

<jr 

6  51. i 

»  1  * 


Of  Aerial  fluids. 

*  -  * 

Cubic  inches. 

Of  Carbonic  acid  gas 

20.8 

^  j  ■  •  > 

Sulphurated  hydrogen  gas 

13.6 

344 

1  .. 

After  relating  his  experiments  on  thefe  dif¬ 
ferent  waters,  which  afford  a  more  accurate 
and  juft  analyfis  of  them  than  lias  hitherto 
been  prefented  to  the  public,  he  fubjoins  the 
following  table,  (hewing,  atone  view,  the  con¬ 
tents  of  a  wine  gallon  of  each  of  them,  as 
well  as  of  the  Crefcent  water,  on  which  he 
lately  publifhed,  in  a  feparate  treatife,  feme 

1  -  v* 

experiments  and  obfervations. 

\  •  <•  '  k  -  i 

1 
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04 

04 

Carbo- 
nat  of 
magnefia 

• 

to 

o  's. 

*£  ^  0 
^  8 
"o  «  -c: 

to 
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M 

• 

on 

1 
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0\ 

45 

1 

1;. 

Muriat 
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on 
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1 
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1 
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O' 
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SS  ‘■2. 

S=^ 

to 

to 
»— < 

'C 
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CO 
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i 

1 
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VO 
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Names  of  the 
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Sulphur 

Water, 
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Tewit  Wa- 

€> 

l* 

cu 
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Befides  thefe,  there  are  a  great  variety  of 
waters  at  Harrogate,  of  which  he  has  not 

i 

yet  been  able  to  make  an  accurate  analyfis,  but 
which  he  expe&s  to  lay  before  the  public  in 
the  courfe  of  another  year.  Our  author  con¬ 
cludes  this  part  of  his  treatife  with  feme  ob- 
fervations  on  the  different  permanently  elaftic 
fluids  with  which  thefe  waters  are  impregnat¬ 
ed.  He  has  given  the  following  ingenious  ex¬ 
planation  of  the  manner  in  which  azotic  gas 
is  united  with  water,  fince  they  cannot  be  com¬ 
bined  by  agitation.  Hefuppofes  the  water  to 
abforb  atmofpheric  air,  and  that  its  oxygen  is 
attra&ed  by  the  iron  which  is  thus  rendered 
foluble  in  fixed  air,  while  the  azotic  gas  will 
be  left  loofely  attached  to  the  particles  of  wa¬ 
ter,  and  ready  to  break  in  the  form  of  bubbles. 
This,  he  thinks,  alfo  accounts  for  oxygen,  or 
atmofpheric  air,  being  never  found  in  chaly¬ 
beate  waters. 

M.  Gengembre,  he  obferves,  was  the  firft 
who,  by  diffolving  fulphur  in  inflammable  air, 
formed  hepatic  air,  or  fulphurated  hydrogen 
gas.  This  gas  is  alfo  precured  from  hepar 
fulphuris  and  pyrites,  by  the  affufion  of  the  mi¬ 
neral  acids.  But  M.  Fourcroy  has  fhewn, 

that 
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that  dry  liver  of  fulphur  emits  no  fetid  odour  ; 
that  it  acquires  this  in  proportion  as  it  imbibes 
moiflure ;  that  the  produ&ion  of  this  gas  is 
owing  to  the  decompofition  of  water ;  and  that 
the  acid  employed  in  obtaining  it  from  dry 
hepar,  is  only  effe&ual  in  proportion  to  the 
water  it  contains.  As  neither  fulphur  nor  al¬ 
kali  can  feparately  decompofe  water,  this  effeft 
is  (hewn  by  M.  Fourcroy  to  be  owing  to  the 
powerful  attra&ion  with  which  the  alkali  tends 
to  unite  with  the  fulphur,  when  converted  in¬ 
to  fulphuric  acid.  In  order  to  undergo  this 
change,  the  fulphur  mu  ft  be  combined  with 
oxygen ;  and  its  hydrogen  gas  being  thus  let 
loofe,  dilfolves  and  carries  with  it  a  portion  of 
the  fulphur.  But,  according  to  M.  Chaptal, 
one  of  the  properties  of  fulphurated  hydrogen 
gas  is  to  unite  with  the  oxygen  of  atmofpheric 
air,  and  form  water,  depofiting  the  fulphur  it 
held  in  folution. 

Now,  fays  our  author,  if  we  fuppofe  the 
water  to  be  originally  impregnated  with  at¬ 
mofpheric  air,  when  it  meets  with  the  hepatic 
air,  this  laft  will  unite  with  the  oxygen,  and 

S' 

form  water,  while  the  azote  wiil  be  left  loofe- 
ly  attached  to  the  particles  of  water,  in  the 

fame 
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fame  manner  as  in  the  chalybeate  fprings.  But 
there  being  a  greater  quantity  of  hepatic  air 
than  will  faturate  the  oxygen  of  the  atmofphe- 
ric  air  diflblved  by  the  water,  the  remainder 
retains  its  peculiar  properties,  and  gives  the 
water  its  fulphureous  fmell. 

He  next  inquires  into  the  origin  of  the  ful- 
phurated  hydrogen  gas,  with  which  the  Har¬ 
rogate  waters  are  impregnated ;  and  obferves, 
that  although  it  may  be  derived  from  the  de- 
compofition  of  pyrites,  yet  as,  in  this  cafe,  thefe 
waters  would  be  impregnated  with  a  good  deal 
of  vitriolic  fait,  he  would  rather  afcribe  its  ori¬ 
gin  to  the  decompofuion  of  vegetables,  which 
we  know  is  one  of  the  greateft  fources  of  the 
formation  of  fulphur ;  and  it  is  likewife  well 
known,  that  hydrogen,  which  forms  a  confi- 
derable  part  of  vegetables,  is  continually  efcap- 
ing  from  bogs  and  ponds  during  their  decom¬ 
position.  This  hydrogen,  he  then  fuppofes, 
diflolving  a  portion  of  the  fulphur,  will  be 
converted  into  hepatic  air,  and  impregnate  the 
water  it  meets  with,  giving  it  peculiar  proper¬ 
ties. 

Our  author  opens  the  third  part,  by  fome 
remarks  on  the  air,  Situation,  and  amufements 

of 
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of  the  place  ;  and  then  proceeds  to  examine 
the  medicinal  virtues  of  the  waters  :  And,  fird, 
of  the  chalybeates. 

Iron,  he  obferves,  is  the  only  metal  which 
feems  naturally  friendly  to  the  animal  body; 
and  he  even  fuggeds  an  idea,  that  it  perhaps 
derives  its  origin  from  the  animal  and  vege¬ 
table  powers ;  at  lead  it  feems  to  make  a  part 
in  organic  bodies.  Its  effe&s,  he  thinks,  can¬ 
not  be  explained  upon  the  flimulant  or  tonic 
power  it  is  faid  to  poflefs ;  but  that  it  ads  a 
much  greater  part  in  the  animal  oeconomy.  As 
the  blood  acquires  its  red  colour  from  its  ex- 
pofure  to  the  air  in  the  lungs,  from  which  no¬ 
thing  but  oxygen  is  abforbed,  it  feems  pro¬ 
bable,  he  obferves,  that  the  red  particles  of 
the  blood  confid  of  iron  calcined  by  oxygen, 
and  reduced  to  the  date  of  red  oxyd  of  iron. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  chalybeates  will  not 
only  increafe  the  quantity  of  red  particles  on 
Which  the  dimulant  and  tonic  powers  of  that 
fluid  depend,  but  will  enable  it  to  decompofe  a 
larger  quantity  of  the  oxygen,  which  is  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  lungs  in  refpiration,  and  thus  oc- 
cafion  a  greater  evolution  of  heat ;  and  he 
thinks  it  not  improbable,  that  a  change  to  a 

purer 
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purer  air  will  not  produce  the  defired  effe&s, 
without  the  adminiftration  of  chalybeates  at  the 
fame  time. 

Iron  dilTolved  by  fixed  air,  he  obferves,  feems 
to  be  its  mod  ufeful  preparation  ;  for  although, 
when  united  to  the  mineral  acids,  it  may  enter 
the  blood  more  readily,  and  in  greater  quantity, 
yet  they  are  more  difficultly  decompofed  than 
carbonat  of’  iron  :  and,  with  refpeft  to  quanti¬ 
ty,  experience  fhews  us,  that  fmall  dofes  of 
iron  produce  better  effe&s  than  large  ones. 
The  fixed  air  by  which  this  metal  is  held  in 
folution,  is  an  agent  poffeffing  no  fmall  power 
over  the  human  frame ;  as  water  impregnated 
with  it,  exhilarates  even  to  a  degree  of  intoxi¬ 
cation  :  in  mineral  waters  it  holds  fome  of 
their  mod  aftive  principles  in  folution.  The 
medicinal  powers  of  azotic  gas,  he  obferves, 
have  by  no  means  been  invefligated  ;  but  from 
its  abundance  in  nature,  its  being  a  principal 
part  of  nitrous  acid  and  volatile  alkali,  it  would 
feem  to  poflefs  no  ignoble  place  in  the  animal 
oeconomy. 

Chalybeate  waters,  our  author  thinks,  are 
ufeful  in  all  difeafes  depending  upon  debility, 
where  the  folids  are  relaxed,  and  the  fyfiem 

weakened  $ 
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weakened  $  and  in  the  numerous  clafs  of  ner¬ 
vous  diforders,  they  produce  the  happied  ef¬ 
fects.  If  it  be  difficult  to  eradicate  thefe  com¬ 
plaints,  it  is  certainly  poffible  to  point  out  pro¬ 
per  methods  i or  preventing  them,  and  to  fix 
a  boundary  to  their  ravages.  They  aimed  all 
depend  upon  debility,  and  are  induced  by  every 
caufe  that  can  relax  and  weaken  the  habit ; 
but  the  mod  common  caufe,  the  effe&s  of  which 
are  the  mod  difficult  to  be  removed,  is  to  be 
fought  for  in  the  mind. 

In  fuch  cafes,  next  to  the  regulation  of  the 
paffions,  exercife  in  the  open  air  without  fa¬ 
tigue,  and  agreeable  amufements  without  ex- 
cefs,  promife  the  mod  relief.  To  thefe  Dr 
Garnett  recommends  the  ufe  of  the  Tewit 
well,  and  Old  Spa  ;  and,  in  order  to  prevent 
codivenefs,  the  Sulphur  water  now  and  then. 
In  fuch  cafes,  he  has  feen  the  Crefcent  water 
of  great  fervice.  The  cold  bath,  properly 
ufed,  promifes  the  bed  effe&s.  He  alfo  ranks, 
among  the  difeafes  of  women  depending  upon 
relaxation,  cafes  where  the  natural  difeharge 
has  been  obdru&ed,  or  immoderately  increafed. 
The  chalybeate  waters  have  afforded  relief  in 
the  done  and  grave!,  and  in  the  atonic  gout. 

They 
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They  may  be  alfo  employed  with  advantage  in 
bilious  complaints,  and  in  fome  flages  of  con- 
fumption  ;  but  in  thefe  he  would  rather  em¬ 
ploy  the  Crefcent  water,  as  its  fait  will,  in 
fome  meafure,  counteraft  the  dimulant  efie&s 
of  the  iron. 

Chalybeates  are  improper,  where  a  plethoric 
or  vigorous  date  of  the  fydem  prevails,  where 
the  veflels  ivt  full  of  blood,  and  where  there 
is  a  tendency  to  any  inflammatory  difeafe.  In 
thefe  cafes,  our  author  obferves,  Harrogate 
affords  a  fafe  and  eafy  remedy  by  the  Sulphur 
water. 

The  falts  with  which  this  water  is  impreg¬ 
nated,  render  it  a  mild  purgative  ;  its  hepatic 
air  is  one  of  the  mod:  powerful  remedies  againft 
difeafes  of  the  Ikin ;  and  it  fpeedily  and  eafily 
carries  off  the  effe&s  of  intemperance.  In  per- 
fons  predifpofed  to  apoplexy,  if  properly  ad- 
minidered,fo  as  to  keep  the  body  regular,  and 
rather  open,  it  will  be  found  one  of  the  bed 
preventives  of  that  dreadful  difeafe.  But  in¬ 
dances  are  not  wanting,  of  perfons  predifpofed 
to  apoplexy,  having  a  fit  brought  on  by  the 
improper  ufe  of  the  Sulphur  water.  Patients 
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of  this  clafs  ought  equally  to  avoid  the  warm 
and  cold  baths. 

But  it  is  principally  in  herpetic  affections  of 
the  Ikin,  he  obferves,  that  the  Sulphur  water 
is  ufed.  Thefe  complaints,  he  thinks,  are  yet 
little  underftood,  being  all  confounded,  even 
by  medical  practitioners,  under  the  general 
name  of  Scurvy  $  whereas  they  are  perfectly 

* 

oppofite  in  the  fymptoms,  appearance,  and 
method  of  cure. 

He  agrees  with  Mr  Bell,  in  arranging  them 
under  the  following  fpecies  : — i.  Herpes  fa- 
rinofus,  or  dry  fcaly  ulcer.  2.  Herpes  puftu- 
lofus,  which  includes  the  crufla  laCtea  and  tinea 
capitis.  3.  Herpes  miliaris :  of  this  variety  is 

the  eruption  called  the  Ring-worm.  4.  Her- 

* 

pes  excedens :  this  includes  the  ulcers  called 

depafcent  and  phagedaenic.  Thefe  difeafes,  he 

believes,  are  lefs  connected  with  a  difeafed  con- 

ftitution  than  is  generally  imagined.  He  fup- 

.  $ 
pofes  that  the  perfpirable  matter  is  not  poured 

out  on  the  furface  of  the  cuticle,  but  under  it, 

and  then  oozes  out  as  through  a  fieve.  Now,  if 

perfpiration  be  any  how  flopped,  there  will  be  an1 

accumulation  of  this  matter  under  the  cuticle, 

where  it  will  caufe  itching,  rednefs,  and  flight 
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inflammation ;  while,  in  many  cafes,  portions 
of  the  cuticle  will  be  forced  off,  in  the  form  of 
a  fcaly  eruption. 

The  lepra  and  elephantiafls  have  yielded  to 
the  ufe  of  the  Sulphur  water,  after  other  re¬ 
medies  have  been  tried  in  vain. 

In  the  treatment  of  all  thefe  diforders,  the 
principal  circumflance  to  be  attended  to  is,  that 
not  only  the  parts  afle&ed,  but  the  whole  fkin, 
bekept  as  perfpirable  as  poflible.  To  this  end, 
the  frequent  ufe  of  warm  bathing  and  gentle 
fri&ion,  are  Angularly  ferviceable.  With  re- 
fpe£t  to  the  internal  ufe  of  this  water,  he  ob- 
ferves,  it  often  anfwers  better  when  taken  as 
a  gentle  laxative,  than  as  a  powerful  purga¬ 
tive. 

The  lumbricus  and  taenia  are  frequently 
evacuated  by  it,  when  taken  as  a  brilk  purga¬ 
tive  ;  but  the  afcarides,  which  generally  lie  low 
in  the  return,  are  moft  effeftually  deftroyed  by 
the  water  inje&ed  into  the  inteftines. 

Cafes  of  haemorrhois,  and  of  obflinate  and  ha¬ 
bitual  coflivenefs,  have  been  much  relieved  by 
the  Sulphur  water ;  and  the  warm  bath  is  of 
ufe  in  chronic  rheumatifm.  To  fcrophula, 
the  Crefcent  water  is  the  belt  adapted,  as  the 
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fait  it  contains  is  juft  fufficient  to  make  it  ac¬ 
tive  as  a  gentle  ilimulus  upon  the  excretories, 
without  operating  by  the  inteftines,  while  the 
iron  will  tend  to  remove  the  debility,  which, 
if  not  the  ciiufe  of  the  difeafe,  always  retards 
its  cure.  With  the  fame  intention  the  cold 
bath  at  Low  Harrogate  may  be  ufed. 

The  effects  produced  by  fulphur  and  hepatic 
air  upon  lead,  would  feetn  to  recommend  thefe 
Waters  as  a  remedy  in  the  colica  pi&onum. 

In  the  fourth  and  lad:  part  of  this  work,  he 

gives  directions  for  the  ufe  of  thefe  Waters. 

*  *  ‘ , 

Patients,  who  are  to  ufe  the  chalybeate  waters, 
fhould  prepare  themfelves,  by  previoufly  drink¬ 
ing  the  Sulphur  water  for  fome  days,  and  al¬ 
ways  take  care  to  avoid  becoming  coflive  :  the 
ufe  of  thefe  waters  at  the  fame  time  are  incom¬ 
patible,  as  they  decbmpofe  each  other.  The 
effects  of  the  chalybeate  waters  may,  in  general, 
be  much  promoted  by  the  ufe  of  the  cold  bath* 
where  there  is  nothing  to  forbid  it. 

If  the  Sulphur  water  be  wifhed  to  a£t  as  a 
purgative,  he  advifes  patients  to  drink  two, 
three,  or  four  piaffes,  according  to  the  difference 
of  conftitution,  ufing  gentle  exercife  for  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  between  each  glafs.  Its 
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operation  may  be  quickened,  by  diffolving,  in 
tile  firft  glafs,  Tome  purgative  fait.  The  pa¬ 
tient  mult  guard  againft  drinking  it  cold  when 
he  is  warm  ;  and  as  it  agrees  with  Tome  better 
when  heated,  this  is  bed  done  by  mixing  with 
ir.  Tome  boiling  water.  Its  ufe  ought  to  be  left 
off  gradually ;  employing,  for  the  fpace  of  two  or 
three  weeks  afterwards,  more  abftemious  diet, 
and  guarding  againft  coftivenefs. 

With  refpeft  to  bathing,  he  advifes  no  one 

f 

to  go  into  a  bath  heated  above  98  deg.  of  Fa- 
renheir.  After  he  has  been  in  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes,  the  temperature  may  be  raifed  three 
or  four  degrees  higher ;  and  the  degree  of 
heat  always  ought  to  be  regulated  by  a  ther¬ 
mometer.  At  firft,  a  patient  fhould  remain  in 
it  only  five  minutes ;  and  he  may  gradually  in- 
creafe  it  to  twenty.  The  bath  may  be  ufed 
every  fecond  or  third  night.  After  coming 
out  of  the  bath,  if  it  be  neceffary  to  encourage 
a  free  perfpiration,  the  patient  muft  go  imme¬ 
diately  to  his  bed,  which  is  previoully  to  be 
warmed  ;  and  take  from  time  to  time  a  little 
wine  whey,  as  long  as  he  wifhes  the  fweating 
to  continue.  If  profufe  perfpiration  be  not 
the  objeft,  he  may  take  a  light  fupper,  and 
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mud  let  himfelf  cool  gradually  before  be  goes 

to  bed. 

It  is  impoflible,  he  obferves,  to  give  any 
general  rules  concerning  diet ;  but  he  recom¬ 
mends  thofe  whofe  difeafes  depend  upon, 
or  are  accompanied  with  debility,  to  obferve  a 
generous  temperance,  rather  than  a  fevere  ab- 
ftinence.  Their  dinner  fliould  con  fid  of  plain 
animal  food,  with  a  due  proportion  of  vege¬ 
tables  during  dinner.  Water  is  the  bed  drink  : 
a  few  glades  of  wine  may  be  taken  after  it. 
For  breakfad,  tea  is  improper,  as  it  decom- 
pofes  the  chalybeate  waters. 

Another  clafs  of  patients,  who  labour  under 
difeafes  accompanied  with  a  plethoric  or  in¬ 
flammatory  difpofition,  ought  to  live  more  ab- 
flemioufly.  They  fliould  drink  plentifully  of 
warm  diluents ;  and  the  folid  part  of  their  food 
fliould  confld  chiefly  of  vegetables,  and  a  fmall 
quantity  of  animal  food,  at  dinner.  The  bed 
time  for  eating  fruit  is  before  dinner  j  and, 
if  ripe,  and  taken  in  moderation,  there  cm 
be  no  objection  to  the  life  of  it.  When  flip¬ 
pers  are  taken,  they  fliould  be  as  light  as  pof- 
iible. 

F  3  After 


Z6 


MEDICAL 


Deg.  II. 

•  4.  « 

After  fhewing  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  exercife,  he  obferves,  that  when  patients 
are  weak,  they  ftiould  ufe  it  very  gently  at 
fir  ft. 

Begin  with  gentler  toils,  and,  as  your  nerves 

Grow  firm,  to  hardier  by  juft  fteps  afpire. 

The  prudent,  even  in  every  moderate  walk, 

At  firft  but  faunter,  and  by  flow  degrees 

Xncreafe  their  pact. 

Armstrong. 

a  •  -  :  % 

The  beft  time  for  exercife  is  before  dinner, 
as  it  increafes  the  appetite ;  and  befides,  after 
a  full  meal,  it  difturbs  digeftion.  Riding,  he 
thinks  the  beft  method  of  taking  exercife,  as 
it  fatigues  lefs  than  walking. 

Our  author  concludes,  with  obferving,  that 
although  mineral  waters  often  produce  afto- 
ni thing  cures,  yet  their  good  effects  are  feldom 
evident  at  firft,  as  they  always  require  fome 
time  of  trial ;  and  patients  ought  not  to  go  a- 

*  V  ,  -  •  \  . 

way  diffatisfied,  if  they  have  not  received  much 
benefit  in  the  fpace  of  a  week  or  a  fortnight, 
but  fhouid  refleft,  that  where  difeafes  have 
continued  for  a  long  time,  it  would  be  folly 
to  expert  that  they  could  be  eafily  and  fpeedily 
removed. 

i  *  .  *,  «  » 
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V. 

An  Account  of  the  Efficacy  of  the  Aqua  Mephi- 
tica  Alkalina ,  or  Solution  of  Fixed  Alkaline 
Salt  fat  nr  ate  d  with  Fixible  Air ,  in  Calcu¬ 
lous  Diforders ,  and  other  Complaints  of  the 
Urinary  Faff  ages.  By  William  Falconer, 
M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  and  Phyfician  to  the 
General  Hofpital  at  Bath.  8vo,  Lon¬ 
don. 

HTTHE  merit  of  the  original  difeovery,  that 
alkaline  falts  were  capable  of  being  com¬ 
pletely  neutralized  by  fixible  air.  Dr  Falconer 
thinks  is  due  to  Mr  Bewly,  of  Great  Mailing- 
ham,  Norfolk.  But  the  honour  of  the  difeo¬ 
very  of  its  moft  important  ufe,  belongs,  he  tells 
us,  to  Benjamin  Colborne,  Efq.  who  having  been 
a  fevere  fufferer  from  calcalous  complaints,  was 
convinced,  by  experience,  of  the  ineflicacy  of 
all  the  boafted  luhontriptics.  From  obferving 
the  folvent  powers  of  alkaline  falts  upon  uri- 
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nary  calculus  out  of  the  body,  and  by  remark¬ 
ing  the  changes  produced  by  their  internal  ufe 
on  the  urine  of  thofe  affli&ed  with  thefe  dif- 
orders,  he  was  induced  to  make  a  trial  of  the 
remedy  now  under  confideration  j  and  the 
event  was  much  beyond  his  hopes.  The  dif- 
agreeable  tafte  however  of  the  alkali,  and  its 
cauftic,  feptic,  and  irritating  effe&s  on  the  ani¬ 
mal  fyftem,  he  thought  might  be  deftroyed,  by 
combining  it  with  fixibje  air,  as  it  forms  with 
the  alkali  a  neutral  fait,  perfe&ly  mild  in  its 
nature,  agreeable  to  the  tafte  and  ftomach,  and 
powerfully  antifeptic.  At  the  fame  time, 
their  combination  is  fo  loofe,  that  the  alkali  is 
eafily  feparated  from  the  air  by  any  other  acid 
it  may  meet  with.  He  moreover  found,  by 
experience,  that  this  combination  poffeifed  no 
inconfiderable  dilfolvent  powers  upon  human 
calculi  out  of  the  body.  Hence  he  w’as  indu¬ 
ced  to  make  trial  of  it  himfelf,  and  {o  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  others ;  and  Dr  Falconer  tr lifts, 
that  experience  has  proved  that  his  expecta¬ 
tions  were  not  ill  founded. 

Dr  Falconer  recommends  the  following  me- 
thod,  as  the  moft  convenient  for  making  the 
alkaline  folution.  Fut  two  ounces  and  a  half, 
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Troy  weight,  of  dry  fait  of  tartar,  into  an  o- 
pen  earthen  veffel,  and  pour  thereon  five  quarts. 
Wine  meafure,  of  the  pnreft  water,  and  dir 
them  well  together  with  a  clean  piece  of  wood. 
After  (landing  24  hours,  carefully  decant  from 
any  indiffoluble  refiduum  that  may  remain,  as 
much  as  will  fill  the  middle  part  of  one  of  the 
glafs  machines  for  impregnating  water  with 
fixible  air.  The  alkaline  liquor  is  then  to  be  ex- 
pofed  to  a  dream  of  fixible  air,  in  the  ufual  man¬ 
ner.  When  the  alkaline  liquor  has  remained 
in  this  fituation  till  the  fixible  air  ceafes  to  rife, 
a  fre(h  quantity  of  the  materials  for  producing 
it  (hould  be  put  into  the  lower  part  of  the  ma¬ 
chine,  and  the  folution  expofed  to  a  fecond 
.dream  of  air,  and  this  procefs  repeated  four 
times.  When  the  alkaline  liquor  ftiall  have 
continued  about  48  hours  in  this  fituation,  it 
will  be  fit  for  ufe ;  and  fhould  then  be  drawn 
off  into  perfe&ly  clean  bottles,  and  clofely  cork¬ 
ed  up.  The  bottles  ihould  then  be  placed, 
with  their  bottom  upwards,  in  a  cool  place  ; 
and,  with  thefe  precautions,  it  will  keep  feve- 
ral  weeks  good.  The  quantity  of  alkaline  fo¬ 
lution  above  dire&ed  to  be  mixed,  is  judged 
to  be  fuflicient  to  fill  the  glafs  machines  of  the 
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common  fize  twice,  without  pouring  off  the  li¬ 
quid  fo  deep  as  to  hazard  making  the  folution 
turbid,  by  ftirring  up  the  indiffoluble  refiduum 
which  is  precipitated  at  the  bottom  of  the  vef- 
fei.  When  properly  prepared,  the  alkaline 
mephitic  water  fhould  be  perfectly  clear,  and 
rather  fparkling,  of  an  acidulous  tafte,  and  to¬ 
tally  free  of  that  difagreeable  impreffion  which 
alkaline  falts  make  upon  the  tongue  and  throat. 

For  mofl  cafes,  he  obferves,  a  pint  in  24 
hours  may  fuffee.  The  times  of  taking  three 
dofes  a  day,  are,  pretty  early  in  the  morning, 
about  noon,  and  about  fix  in  the  evening.  If 
twice  a  day,  about  noon,  and  in  the  evening  ; 
and,  if  once,  which  in  many  cafes  feems  a  pre-* 
ventive,  about  an  hour  and  a  half  before  din¬ 
ner.  Common  fenfe  dictates,  that  it  fhould  be 
taken  when  the  ftomach  is  lead:  loaded  with 
victuals. 

4  Dr  Falconer  does  not  find  a  rigid  adherence 
to  any  particular  diet  neceffary,  and  only  pre- 
feribes  moderation  and  temperance  ;  although 
he  thicks  it  would  be  better  to  abftain  from 
acefcent  food,  for  fome  time  before  and  after 
taking  the  dofes  of  the  alkaline  folution. 
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The  only  effect  of  this  medicine,  befides 
that  mod  to  be  w  idled  for,  is  to  keep  the  body 
gently  open  :  in  one  cafe  only,  it  proved  a 
pretty  ftrong  dieuretic.  Should  it  prove  cold 
or  flatulent  to  the  ftomach,  which  fometimes 
happens,  the  addition  of  a  fmall  portion  of  any 
fpirituous  liquor,  or  warm  milk,  in  the  propor¬ 
tion  of  about  one-fourth,  tends  much  to  recon¬ 
cile  it  to  the  ftomach,  without  impairing  its 
good  qualities. 

If  the  urinary  paflages  be  very  fore  or  ten¬ 
der,  and  the  fyftem  very  irritable,  opiates  wall 
become  neceflary  ;  which  however  are  to  be 
laid  aflde,  when  the  pain  and  other  urgent 
fymptoms  have  fo  far  ceafed,  as  not  to  caufe 
any  great  uneafinefs. 

There  are  a  great  many  cafes  related,  which 
tend  to  prove  that  it  is  an  almoft  certain  reme- 
dy  againft  calculus  ;  that,  if  it  do  not  inn 
prove  or  repair  an  injured  conftitution,  its  ufe 
is  at  lead;  perfe&iy  innocent ;  that  old  age  is 
no  obje&ion  to  its  ufe  ;  that,  by  continuing  it 
for  fome  time,  the  tendency  to  produce  calcu¬ 
lus  may  be  fubdued ;  that,  in  fome  cafes,  it 
has  proved  a  folvent  of  a  ftone  already  formed 
in  the  bladder;  and  that  it  is  ferviceable  in 
party  other  difeafes  of  the  urinary  paflages. 

Its 
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Its  efficacy  is  particularly  {hewn,  in  complaints 
arifing  from  the  acrimony  of  the  urine. 

From  a  great  many  important  and  accurate 
cafes,  we  {hall  fele&  the  following,  as  proofs  of 
the  benefit  to  be  obtained  from  it. 

Cafe  XXI II.  communicated  by  Mr  Perry* 
— “  Thomas  Shell,  aged  13  years,  in  Septem¬ 
ber  1787  applied  to  me,  at  the  requeft  of 
Mr  Cclborne,  to  be  founded  for  the  hone.  He 
had  great  pain  in  making  water,  which  came 
away  by  drops.  He  alfo  complained  of  a  bear¬ 
ing  weight  at  his  fundament,  where  nothing 
uncommon  was  to  be  perceived.  From  his 
fymptems,  I  founded  him,  and  found  a  (tone  in 
his  bladder.  I  defired  him  to  inform  Mr  Col- 
borne  of  this  circumftance ;  which  he  did,  as 
I  was  informed  by  that  gentleman ;  who  hu¬ 
manely  took  him  under  his  care,  and  admini- 
ftered  the  folution,  with  more  than  ufual  good 
effeft.  I  believe  the  medicine  was  ufed  for 
twelve  months,  at  times.  Within  thefe  ten 
days  the  lad  called  on  me,  with  the  greateft 
pleafure,  to  found  him  again ;  which  I  did  re¬ 
peatedly,  and  could  not  perceive  anp  (lone ; 
nor  did  he  complain  of  the  leaft  fymptom  of 
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it,  December  4.  1788.  He  took  the  water 
two  months  before  he  found  any  benefit. 

“  December  1.  1791. — This  patient  has 
not  taken  any  of  the  mephitic  alkaline  water 
fince  December  1788.  He  is  now  in  perfefl; 
health,  and  has  been  fo  ever  fince  the  time  be¬ 
fore  mentioned.” 

This  cafe,  Dr  Falconer  obferves,  fheWs,  in 
the  mod  fatisfa&ory  manner,  that  the  alkaline 
folution  poffeffes  a  power  of  diflolving  urinary 
calculi  \  and  he  thinks  it  probable,  from  the 
laft  account,  which  flares  that  the  patient  con¬ 
tinues  well,  notwithflanding  his  leaving  off  the 
alkaline  water  for  three  years,  although  the 
whole  time  he  ufed  it  did  not  exceed  one  year, 
that  the  difpofition  to  generate  calculus,  is  foon- 
er  overcome  by  this  remedy  in  young  fubje&s, 
than  in  thofe  who  are  advanced  in  life. 

Cafe  XXVII. — “  In  the  year  1779  I  was 
attacked  with  a  ftrangury  and  total  fuppreffion 
of  urine,  for  feveral  hours,  without  being  able 
to  aflign  any  caufe ;  but,  after  taking  emul- 
fions  and  mucilages,  I  was  enabled  to  pais  urine 
again.  I  had  many  returns  of  the  complaint  $ 
and,  in  particular,  one  time  I  was  advifed  to 
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drink  fome  gin  and  water,  which  I  foon  found 
to  increafe  my  pain,  and  caufe  greater  irrita¬ 
tion  to  make  water.  I  was  put  into  a  warm 
bath,  without  any  good  effeft,  and  a  furgeon 
drew  off  my  water  by  a  catheter ;  but  he  fa 
wounded  the  paffage  near  the  prodate  gland; 
that  a  great  quantity  of  blood  palled  off  with 
the  urine.  He  told  me  1  had  a  done  in  fny 
bladder.  Being  rather  alarmed,  I  then  con¬ 
futed  the  late  Mr  Elfe,  who,  on  palling  a  bou¬ 
gie,  told  me  my  complaint  was  not  calculous,- 
but  from  a  dri&ure.  I  alfo  confulted  Mr  John' 
Hunter ;  who  likewife  told  me  I  had  a  Uric- 
ture,  and  advifed  me  to  wear  bougies.  I  did 
fo ;  but  not  being  able  to  indulge  during  wear¬ 
ing  them,  they  frequently  irritated  the  difeafed 
part  very  much.  Here  I  mud  obferve,  that,’ 
on  my  introducing  the  bougies,  they  have  feem- 
ed  to  rub  againd  fome  very  hard  rough  fub- 
dance,  near  the  neck  of  the  bladder  ;  but,  on 
withdrawing  them,  I  never  could  perceive  any 
imprefiion  had  been  made  on  them.  During 
my  wearing  bougies,  from  1779  to  1786,  I 
had  many  total  doppages  of  urine;  from  which 
I  could  always  relieve  myfelf,  during  the  fird 
part  of  the  above  period,  by  introducing  a  ca-^ 
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theter ;  but  afterwards,  the  paffage  became 
too  narrow  for  the  fmalleft  catheter  I  could 
get,  and  I  made  ufe  of  a  fmall  bougie.  From 
1786  I  left  off  the  ufe  of  bougies,  and  conti¬ 
nued  to  make  urine  with  difficulty ;  but  had 
not  any  total  ftoppage,  until  December  1790, 
when,  having  drank  one  evening  rather  freely 
of  fome  very  ftrong  brandy  and  water,  I  had 
frequent  irritations  to  make  water,  which  I 
then  paffed  with  fome  difficulty  ;  and  the  next 
evening,  being  again  engaged  in  company,  I 
very  imprudently  retained  my  urine  a  long 
time,  (though  irritated  to  pafs  it)  until  I  felt 
the  ufual  fymptoms  of  fuppreifion*  I  had  no 
jfkep  during  the  night  ;  and  being  obliged  to 
go  from  home  five  miles,  I  went  on  horfeback ; 
and  being  a  very  wet  and  cold  day,  I  felt  a 
chill  in  my  fkin,  and  made  many  attempts  to 
pafs  my  urine,  but  without  effe<ff  I  returned 
home,  ordered  a  warm  bath  to  be  got  ready, 
and  fent  for  a  phyfician  and  a  furgeon,  who, 
by  the  ufe  of  the  warm  bath,  bleeding,  ano¬ 
dynes  by  the  mouth  and  clyfter,  and  other  re¬ 
medies,  relieved  me  from  the  mod  diftreffing 
painful  fpafmodic  efforts  to  void  my  urine  du¬ 
ring 
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ring  the  fuppreffion  (which  continued  twen¬ 
ty-eight  hours)  1  had  ever  experienced.  Then 
the  urine  began  to  flow  by  drops,  and  my 
bladder  was  emptied  in  about  fix  hours.  Here 
1  muft  mention,  that  different  fized  catheters 
and  bougies  were  attempted  to  be  introduced 
without  effeCt.  At  the  end  of  a  month  from 
this  time,  I  was  recovered  from  the  weaknefs 
and  irritability  confequent  on  the  fuppreffion 
of  urine,  when  1  found  the  ftriCture  and  irrita¬ 
bility  of  my  urethra  in  the  fame  hate  as  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  attack.  By  the  fuggeflion  of  a 
medical  friend,  who  was  then  at  Bath,  my 
urine  was  tried  with  paper  flained  with  lit¬ 
mus,  and  found  to  be  furcharged  with  acid  $ 
and,  by  his  recommendation,  I  began  taking 
the  alkaline  mephitic  water,  (prepared  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  directions  in  Dr  Falconer’s  pam¬ 
phlet),  from  which  I  foon  found  my  urine 
pafs  with  more  eafe,  and  the  dream  rather  ful¬ 
ler.  By  repeated  trials  of  my  urine  during 
my  taking  this  water,  1  have  found  it  has  ef¬ 
fectually  prevented  my  urine  being  acid,  (for 
the  litmus  teft-paper  is  not  altered  in  colour 

•  -  'tyt  '  > 

when  dipped  in  it),  which  I,  as  well  as  the 
medical  gentlemen  who  attended  me>  think 
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was  the  principal,  if  not  foie  caufe,  of  the  paiil 
and  inconveniences  which  have,  at  various 
times,  been  the  confequences  ot  the  ftri&ure. 

<c  I  continue  to  drink  from  two-thirds  of  a  pint 
to  a  pint  of  the  water  in  a  day,  and  have  the  hap- 
pinefs  to  think  I  now  pafs  my  urine  with  as  much 
eafe,  and  nearly  as  much  freedom,  as  1  ever 
did  in  my  life.  I  abftain  from  no  food  what¬ 
ever  :  1  drink  miid  beer  and  wine  at  dinner ; 
and  only  avoid  fpirits,  fruit,  and  acids.  1  have 
not  even  found  the  aqua  mephitica  to  difagree 
with  me.  I  have  a  good  appetite,  and  am 
well  in  health. 

16  P.  S.  When  I  have  been  in  London  for 
a  ftiort  time,  and  have  omitted  to  take  the  wa¬ 
ter,  I  have  felt  a  return  of  the  flrifture  *,  but 
on  going  into  the  country,  and  again  taking 
the  ufual  quantity  of  the  water,  it  has  always 
been  immediately  relieved.” 

This  cafe,  Dr  Falconer  obferves,  is  a  difor- 
der  of  the  urinary  palfages,  attended  with 
great  pain  and  ftriflure,  perhaps  fome  difeafe 
of  the  proftate  gland,  but  probably  without 
any  formed  calculus.  This  cafe,  he  thinks,' 
evinces  clearly,  that  the  pain  was  caufed  by 
the  acrimony  of  the  urine,  and  the  difeafe  kept 
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up,  if  not  induced  by  it.  When  this  acrimo¬ 
ny,  which  was  evidently  of  the  acid  kind,  was 
neutralized  by  the  alkaline  water,  both  the 
pain  and  ftri&ure  abated,  and  returned  when 
that  was  omitted.  He  alfo  reckons  this  cafe 
the  more  important,  as  it  proves  that  the  alka¬ 
line  water  is  capable  of  giving  permanent  re¬ 
lief,  if  not  of  effe&ing  a  cure,  in  complaints  of 
the  urinary  paffages,  not  proceeding  from  cal¬ 
culus,  provided  a  trial  be  made  before  any  ir¬ 
reparable  injury  be  done  to  the  parts. 

In  this  treatife  are  related  fome  experiments 
made  by  Mr  Colborne,  to  difcover  the  folvent 
power  of  the  mephitic  alkaline  water  upon  cal¬ 
culi,  by  immerfing  them  in  it ;  and  they  feera 
to  prove,  that,  at  a  medium,  after  the  calculi 
have  been  immerfed  31  days,  they  lofe  half 
their  weight ;  and  he  obferves,  that  they  were 
corroded  in  holes  like  a  worm-eaten  piece  of 
wood,  but  externally  preferved  their  original 
figure,  till  they  all  at  laft  fell  to  pieces. 

The  following  experiments  by  the  fame 
gentleman  feem  to  prove,  that  the  urine  of 
thofc  taking  the  mephitic  alkaline  water,  has 
the  power  of  diffolving  calculi. 


O&ober 


*792* 


COMMENTARIES. 


99 


October  16.  1786. — A  fragment  of  calculus, 
weighing  55  grains,  was  put  into  a  large  wide¬ 
mouthed  vial,  and  upon  it  was  poured  daily 
the  firfl  urine  that  was  palled,  after  taking  a 
dofe  of  the  mephitic  alkaline  water,  by  a  per- 
fon  that  was  in  the  courfe  of  taking  it  every 
day.  The  vial  was  fet  in  a  moderately  cool 
place,  and  the  urine  regularly  changed. 


0(51.  16.  1786,  it  weighed 

55  gr* 

Lofs  of  weight. 

Nov.  16. 

53 

2  gr. 

Dec.  16. 

46 

7  ‘ 

Jan.  16.  1787, 

36 

10 

Feb.  1 6. 

26 

10 

Mar.  1 6. 

22 

4 

/ 

Apr.  16. 

18 

4 

In  fix  months  it  had  loft  —  37  gr.  Total  lots. 

i  -  ■ 

January  24.  1787.— An  entire  calculus, 

weighing  fixty  grains,  treated  as  above,  in  the 

/ 

fpace  of  two  months  was  diminifhed  in  weight 
eight  grains  ;  and  in  another  month  the  whole 
diminution  was  25  grains.  The  laminae. that 
form  the  calculus  began  to  feparate,  and  it 
appeared  that  the  aftion  of  the  folvent  had 
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penetrated  much  deeper  in^one  part  than  in 
another.  Another  weighing  54  grains,  treat¬ 
ed  in  the  fame  manner,  in  the  fame  time  loft 
. 

17  grains. 

A  fragment  of  the  fame  calculus,  ufed  in 
the  fir  ft  of  thefe  experiments,  had  every  day 
poured  upon  it  the  urine  of  a  healthy  perfon, 
who  never  had  any  figns  of  gravel,  and  who 
was  not  in  the  habit  of  taking  any  medicine 
whatever;  and  from  O&ober  16th  to  Decern- 

r  *- 

her  1 6th,  it  had  loft  none  of  its  original  weight. 
From  the  latter  end  of  this  month  the  fame 
urine  remained  upon  it  until  January  26th  ;  du¬ 
ring  which  time  the  urine  had  become  fetid 
and  alkaline,  the  calculus  had  fallen  into  three 
pieces,  and  loft  in  weight  ten  grains.  From 
that  time  the  urine  was  changed  regularly 
every  day.  • 

Gain  of  •weight . 

Jan.  26.  it  weighed  -  35  gr. 

Mar.  26.  364*  14  gr. 

Apr.  26.  -  37P  1 

The  fame  ingenious  gentleman  has  alfo 
made  the  following  remarks  on  the  effe&s  of 
the  mephitic  alkaline  water. 
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The  urine  of  mod  people  fubjeft  to  the 
ftone,  and  of  people  in  general,  will  turn  paper 
ftained  with  the  juice  of  turnfole,  red  ;  but 
the  urine  which  is  made  firft  after  taking  the 
mephitic  alkaline  water,  in  thofe  perfons  who 
have  taken  it  for  fome  time,  will  change  the 
teft-paper  to  a  blue  colour.  But  if  the  urine 
of  the  patient,  previous  to  its  ufe,  turn  the 
paper  blue,  it  is  generally  fetid  and  putrefcent. 
In  fuch  cafes,  the  alkaline  water  will  take  off 
the  foetor,  and  abate  the  general  fymptoms  j 
but  mud;  not  be  depended  upon  for  a  cure. 

Mr  Colborne  advifes  perfons  fubjeft  to  the 
ftone  or  gravel,  to  obferve  accurately  the  ftate 
of  their  chamber-pot,  whether  it  keeps  free 
of  fur  or  other  adhefions  to  its  bottom  and 
Tides,  this  being  the  principal  criterion  by  which 
the  increafe  or  amendment  of  the  complaint 
can  be  afcertained.  The  urine  of  almoft  every 
perfon  in  health,  if  fufFered  to  remain  for  24 
hours  in  the  chamber-pot,  forms  more  or  lefs 
incruftations  on  its  bottom  and  Tides.  This,  he 
believes,  never  takes  place  in  the  urine  of 
thofe  who  are  in  the  habit  of  taking  the  me¬ 
phitic  alkaline  water. 
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As  this  medicine  is  fo  efficacious  in  obviat¬ 
ing  the  acrimony  of  the  urine,  he  thinks  it 
feerns  likely  to  be  of  fervice,  if  given  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  operation  of  lithotomy,  as  it  is 
well  known  that  the  healing  of  the  wound  is 
often  much  retarded  by  the  irritation  of  that 
difeharge. 

Dr  Falconer  now  proceeds  to  relate  experi¬ 
ments  of  his  own  ;  fome  of  which  tend  to  cor¬ 
roborate  thofe  of  Mr  Colborne  ;  others  to 
prove  the  antifeptic  powers  of  the  mephitic 
alkaline  folution  ;  while,  from  others,  he  con¬ 
cludes,  that  two  ounces  of  this  folution  con¬ 
tain  thirteen  ounce  meafures  of  fixible  air ; 
which  quantity  he  fhews  to  be  to  that  contain¬ 
ed  in  fait  of  tartar,  as  twenty-four  to  eleven. 

Dr  Falconer  then  proceeds  to  draw  fome 
conciufions  from  thefe  cafes  and  experiments ; 
and  obferves,  that  although  he  thinks  it  pro¬ 
bable  that  the  principal  advantage  derived 
from  this  remedy  is  owing  to  the  change  it 
produces  on  the  urine,  yet  the  experiments 
Ihew  that  it  pofieffes  confiderable  powers  as  a 
folvent  of  the  calculus.  This,  he  thinks,  de¬ 
pends  upon  a  double  ele&ive  attraction,  the 
alkaline  fait  attracting  the  acid  of  fugar,  one 

of 
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of  the  component  parts  of  calculus,  while  the 
other,  the  calcareous  earth,  is  united  to  the 
fixible  air.  The  former  of  thefe  compounds 
is  perfectly  foluble  in  water ;  and  the  other  al- 
fo,  when  the  fixible  air  is  redundant. 

The  effe&s  afcribed  to  the  waters  of  Carl- 
ftadt,  in  Bohemia,  feem  to  prove,  that  the  foflil 
alkali,  prepared  in  the  fame  manner,  might 
poffefs  like  powers :  And  he  thinks  it  pro¬ 
bable,  that  alkaline  fait,  faturated  with  fixible 
air,  when  cryftallized,  might  be  equally  effec¬ 
tual  with  the  folution,  while  it  would  be  a  more 
convenient  form  for  ufe  :  But  of  this,  he  ob¬ 
serves,  he  has  had  no  experience. 
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A  Treatife  on  the  Digeflion  of  Food.  By  G. 


Fordyce,  M.  D.  F.  R .  S.  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Phyficians ,  and  Reader  on 
the  Practice  of  Phyfic  in  London .  8vo, 
London. 


IVING  beings,  Dr  Fordyce  obferves, 


A-J  both  of  the  vegetable  and  animal  crea¬ 
tion,  conflantly  expend  l'ome  part  of  their 
fluids  or  folids,  or  both,  when  they  are  exert¬ 
ing  any  aflion,  or  performing  any  fun&ion  of 
life  ;  and,  during  a  certain  period  of  their 
jives,  they  are  acquiring  new  parts,  and  in- 
treafing  in  bulk.  It  is  neceflary,  therefore,  that 
food  fhould  be  employed  to  fupply  matter  for 
th  is  formation  and  increafe. 

Our  author  here  remarks  one  great  diftinc- 
ricn  between  animals  and  vegetables  ;  for  ani¬ 
mals  have  organs  of  digeflion,  in  which  the 
food  remains  for  fome  time  before  it  gets  into 
the  general  fyflcmj  while,  in  vegetables,  the 


food 
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food  paffes  dire&ly  into  the  general  fyftem, 
without  being  detained,  or  fufFering  any  pre¬ 
vious  alteration. 

He  thinks  it  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
food  is  flopped  in  the  organs  of  digeftion,  in 
order  to  undergo  fome  change ;  and  as,  in  dif¬ 
ferent  animals,  the  organs  of  digeflion  are  va¬ 
rious,  it  is  therefore  probable  that  the  changes 
which  take  place,  in  different  animals,  are  dif¬ 
ferent  ;  or  that  the  mode  of  life,  or  fome  o- 
ther  accident,  renders  a  different  apparatus 
neceffary  for  this  procefs.  There  are  other 
fubflances,  befides  the  food,  which  are  poured 
into  the  cavities  of  the  organs  of  digeflion, 
from  the  veffels  of  the  animal  himfelf,  which 
ferve  either  for  alfifling  the  change,  or  enter 

into  the  fubflances  formed. 

% 

Our  author,  therefore,  divides  his  fubjefl 
into  the  ftru&ure  of  the  organs  of  digeflion  in 
the  human  body  ;  the  fubflances  which  are  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  food  during  the  time  of  the  digef¬ 
tion  in  the  human  body  ;  the  flrufture  of  the 
organs  of  digeftion,  and  the  fubflances  applied 
to  the  food  in  other  animals ;  the  qualities  of 
the  fubflances  to  be  formed  by  the  digeflion ; 
the  fubflances  that  are  capable  of  being  di- 
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gelled ;  their  qualities  ;  and  if  fuch  qualities 
be  different  from  thofe  of  the  fubflances  to  be 
formed.  He,  laflly,  propofes  to  confider  the 
manner  by  which  the  peculiar  qualities  of  the 
food  are  to  be  taken  away,  and  the  qualities 
of  the  fubflances  to  be  formed  given  to  it. 

Accordingly,  after  giving  an  accurate,  though 
concife,  anatomical  defcription  of  the  organs  of 
digeflion,  he  proceeds  to  confider  the  fubflan¬ 
ces  applied  to  the  food  during  the  digeflion. 

As  he  has  often  occafion  to  ufe  the  word 
mucilage ,  he  defines  it  to  be  a  clafs  of  animal 
and  vegetable  fubflances,  folid,  brittle,  inflam¬ 
mable,  decompo%ble  by  heat,  capable  of  be¬ 
ing  combined  wifn  water  in  their  natural  (late, 
capable  of  being  combined  with  water  by 
deco&ioii  or  Papin’s  digefter,  fo  as  to  form  a 
fluid ;  and  he  remarks,  that  he  never  means 
to  annex  the  term  to  a  folution  of  this  folid 
fubflance  in  water. 

This  clafs  of  fubflances,  and  no  other,,  is 
fubjeft,  he  obferves,  to  a  particular  chemical 
change,  called  Coagulation.  The  only  differ¬ 
ence  that  he  fuppofes  coagulation  to  produce 
in  the  properties  of  mucilages,  is  in  their  folu- 
bility  in  water,  by  occafioning  them  to  fepa- 
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rate,  partly,  or  entirely,  from  the  water  with 
which  they  were  combined  ;  that  is  to  fay,  if 
the  whole  water  be  feparated  from  a  portion 
of  any  of  them  by  coagulation,  and  from  ano¬ 
ther  portion  by  a  heat  not  capable  of  coagu¬ 
lating  it, they  are  perfectly  undiftinguifhable;  ex¬ 
cepting  that  the  portion  which  was  dried  without 
coagulation,  will  combine  with  water  again,  in 
the  fame  manner  that  it  was  combined  before ; 
while  that  part  which  was  coagulated,  will  not. 
All  colourlefs  animal  mucilages,  heobferves,  are 
exa<h!y  the  fame  in  all  their  properties  after 
coagulation  ;  which  proves,  that  they  differ 
only  in  their  folubility  in  water. 

The  faliva,  he  fuppofes  to  be  a  fluid,  con¬ 
fiding  of  water,  with  which  a  colourlefs  muci¬ 
lage  and  faline  fubflances  are  combined.  Sa¬ 
liva  is  vifcid ;  difficultly  diffufible  in  water ; 
and  coagulabie,  but  not  readily.  Its  falts  are 
probably  fea  fait  and  fal  ammoniac.  He  en¬ 
deavours  to  refute  Dr  McBride’s  idea,  of  fali¬ 
va  being  a  ferment ;  and  denies  that  it  is  fe- 
creted  in  very  large  quantities  during  deglu¬ 
tition  ;  and  is  of  opinion  that  faliva  is  of  little 
or  no  effecfin  the  digeflion  of  the  food  in  the 
fiomach. 
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The  next  fubftance  applied  to  the  food,  is 
the  gaflric  juice.  The  juices  fecreted  in  the 
flomach,  he  obferves,  are  by  no  means  ho¬ 
mogeneous  ;  and  although  it  be  difficult  to  fe- 
parate  them,  yet  We  have  a  diftimfl  idea  of 
each.  They  feem  to  be  a  mucus,  having  pro¬ 
perties  fimilar  to  the  mucus  in  other  parts ;  a 
juice  flowing  from  the  exhalents,  which  is  wa¬ 
ter  containing  the  neutral  falts  of  the  blood  ; 
and  a  folid  or  fluid,  difficultly  diffuflble  through 
water,  having  a  ftrong  power  of  coagulating 
many  animal,  and  perhaps  fome  vegetable,  mu¬ 
cilages.  In  difeafe,  he  thinks  the  flomach  has 
a  power  of  forming  other  fubflances.  In  the 
duodenum,  the  bile  is  applied  to  the  food ; 
probably,  he  obferves,  after  it  has  undergone 
fome  procefs  in  the  flomach. 

The  bile  he  has  found  to  be  a  compound 
of  mucilage  and  water.  The  mucilage  is  not 
in  itfelf  coagulable  ;  but  there  is  fometimes  a 
mixture  of  coagulable  matter,  perhaps  ferum 
along  w'ith  it.  It  is  capable  of  being  diffufed 
through  any  quantity  of  water ;  but,  in  the 
gall  bladder,  it  is  united  with  fuch  a  quantity, 
as  to  render  it  a  fluid  of  oleaginous  vifcidity, 
and  then  it  is  not  more  putrefcent  than  the  fe¬ 
rum 
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rum  of  the  blood ;  but,  if  diffufed  through  a 
large  quantity  of  water,  it  putrefies  much  more 
readily.  This  mucilage  is  very  different  from 
the  colourlefs  animal  mucilages  in  its  fenfible 
qualities ;  and  it  is  not  coagulated,  but  decom- 
pofed  by  acids  j  a  part  being  precipitated,  which 
is  refinous,  or  at  lead  which  melts  in  a  mode¬ 
rate  degree  of  heat ;  and  is  foluble  in  alkohol, 
although  incompletely.  Our  author  fuppofes 
that  it  is  always  decompofed  in  the  duodenum, 
as  it  would  be  otherwife  carried  into  the  fyf- 
tem,  where  it  is  never  found,  unlefs  in  a  mor¬ 
bid  date  of  the  body. 

The  pancreatic  juice,  he  obferves,  it  is  dif¬ 
ficult  to  collet: ;  but  it  feems  fomewhat  fimilar 
to  faliva  in  its  properties.  The  fiuids  formed 
in  the  other  glands  found  in  the  duodenum, 
have  hitherto  eluded  all  refearches ;  but  he 
obferves,  that  there  is  evidently  mucus  formed 
on  its  furface. 

He  next  proceeds  to  confider,  what  fub- 
dances  are  capable  of  being  employed  for  nou- 
rifhment.  Vegetables,  he  obferves,  afford  nou- 
rifhment  for  animals,  but  vegetables  tbemfelves 
are  nourifhed  j  and  he  fuppofes  water  and  pure 
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air  to  be  fufHcient  for  the  nourifhment  of  ve- 
getables. 

From  fome  fa&s  and  experiments,  he  con¬ 
cludes,  that  certain  animals  may  live  on  pure  air 
and  pure  water.  The  fluids  of  vegetables  he 

i 

confiders  as  of  two  kinds ;  fuch  as,  on  evapo¬ 
ration,  leave  a  mucilage  behind,  and  fuch  as 
leave  none.  All  the  folids  of  vegetables  con- 
fift  of  mucilages  combined  with  water,  except¬ 
ing  refins  and  other  oily  fubflances. 

He  confiders  the  whole  nourifhment  which  ani¬ 
mals  derive  from  vegetables,  as  confiding  in  their 
mucilages,  and  that  none  of  the  refinous  parts 
are  digefted. 

All  mucilages  of  vegetables,  he  thinks,  are 
capable  of  affording  nourifhment  to  fome  one 
fpecies  of  animal.  In  like  manner,  he  divides 
all  animal  fluids  into  fuch  as  contain,  and  fuch 
as  do  not  contain,  mucilage.  Animal  folids,  ac¬ 
cording  to  our  author,  confifl  of  mucilage  and 
water  ;  and  he  endeavours  to  fhew,  that  all  a- 
nimal  and  vegetable  folids  and  fluids,  contain¬ 
ing  mucilage  and  exprefled  oils,  and  poflibly 
eflential  oils,  in  the  form  of  refins,  are  capable 
of  giving  nourifhment  to  fome  one  or  other 
fpecies  of  animal. 


He 
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He  next  confiders,  what  fubdances  are  ca¬ 
pable  of  giving  nourifhment  to  the  human  body. 

cc  1  am  not  (he  fays)  to  enquire  what  is  the 
“  natural  food  of  man,  who  has  no  natural  food ; 
u  but  into  what  he  has  been  able  to  render 
“  proper  for  his  nouridiment,  and  been  able  to 
“  produce  for  himfelf,  by  his  own  indudry.” 

The  firfl  he  takes  notice  of,  is  a  vegetable 
mucilage  called  Farinaceous  matter.  This  is 
found  more  particularly  in  the  feeds  of  the  gra- 
mina,  which  alfo  contain  a  fugar,  a  mucilage 
very  apt  to  ferment,  and  an  adringent  juice. 
Farinaceous  matter,  he  obferves,  is  alfo  con- 
tained  in  the  feeds  of  the  legumina,  and  in 
many  other  feeds ;  fuch  as,  the  nut-tribe,  in 
fruits,  in  the  ftems  of  fome  plants,  and  in  many 
roots.  In  all  thefe,  he  confiders  the  farinace¬ 
ous  matter  as  exactly  the  fame,  and  confiding 
of  a  mucilage,  combined  with  water,  fo  as  to 
form  a  foiid.  It  is  hardly  foluble,  he  obferves, 
in  water  heated  to  lefs  than  ico  deo\  of  Fa- 

O 

renheit’s  thermometer,  unlefs  fome  fermenta¬ 
tion  has  taken  place  in  it.  It  didblves  in  wa¬ 
ter,  in  a  heat  from  1 6o  to  180  deg.,  forming 
a  vifeid  folution.  A  heat  above  180  deg.  coa¬ 
gulates  it,  whether  it  be  applied  immediately 


to 


1 12 


MEDICAL 


Dec.  Ih 


to  it,  or  to  a  folution  of  it  in  water.  Men,  he 

\ 

obferves,  generally  coagulate  it  before  they  ufe 
it  as  food. 

The  next  fubflance  he  treats  of,  taken  from 
vegetables,  which  men  ufefornourifhment,isfu- 
gar.  This,  he  obferves,  is  found  in  every  vegetable 
production  except  the  fungi,  although  its  fources 
for  the  purpofes  of  food  are  confined  to  fome 
of  the  fruits.  Sugar,  when  feparated  from  all 
extraneous  matter,  he  imagines  to  be  a  muci¬ 
lage  capable  of  combining  with  water,  fo  as  to 
form  cryflals  which  are  readily  foiuble  in  near¬ 
ly  half  their  weight  of  water,  in  a  heat  of  50 
deg.  forming  a  vifcid  folution,  w’hich  is  readily 
diffufible  through  any  quantity  of  water,  in 
any  heat  the  water  will  bear. 

The  other  fubflances  capable  of  giving  non* 
rifhment  to  man,  are  the  exprefled  oils ;  gums, 
he  here  means,  fuch  as  are  compofed  of  a  mu¬ 
cilage  not  coagulable  by  hear,  and  neither  dif- 
pofing  to,  nor  preventing  fermentation  a  mu¬ 
cilage,  which  is  not  only  in  itfelf  very  apt  to 
ferment,  but  is  alfo  extremely  powerful  in 
leading  other  matters  into  fermentation  ;  ano¬ 
ther  mucilage  which  refills  fermentation  ;  and 
the  native  vegetable  acid:  He  is  not  certain 

if 
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if  the  two  lad  be  digeftible.  The  fungi,  as 
food,  he  clafles  with  animals. 

He  next  proceeds  to  point  out  the  differ¬ 
ent  fubflances  found  in  animals,  proper  for 
food,  or  capable  of  being  digefled.  All  the 
folid  fibres  of  animals  which  afford  nourifh- 
ment,  he  fuppofes  toconfifl  of  a  mucilage  com¬ 
bined  with  water,  fo  as  to  form  a  folid,  not 
diffufible  through  more  water,  if  it  be  applied 
in  a  moderate  degree  of  heat,  without  a  fer¬ 
mentation  taking  place.  They  are  all  coagul- 
able  by  heat,  and  many  other  applications  j 
when  freed  from  extraneous  matter,  they  are 
colourlefs,  infipid,  and  inodorous;  and  agree  in 
their  chemical  properties,  yet  differ  much  in 
their  eafinefs  of  digeflion. 

He  alfo  fuppofes  all  animal  fluids,  confiding 
of  mucilage  and  water,  as  capable  of  digeflion’ 
Thefe  fubflances,  in  the  organs  above  de- 
fcribed,  and  with  the  admixture  of  the  fluids 
enumerated,  are  converted  into  chyle,  which 
is  afterwards  formed  into  blood. 

As  far  as  experiments  have  been  carried,  he 
thinks  that  chyle  confifls  of  three  parts :  a  fluid 
that  coagulates  upon  extravafation ;  a  fluid 
that  is  coagulable  by  heat ;  and  a  part,  con- 
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lifting  of  globules,  which  render  the  whole 
white  and  opaque. 

A  great  many  fubftances,  he  believes,  may 
enter  the  la&eals  along  with  the  chyle,  even 
folids,  reduced  to  fine  powder  ;  and  from  fome 
fa<fts,  he  concludes,  that  the  la&eals  would  feem 
to  be  ready  to  take  in  many  things  not  digeft- 
ed,  but  not  all. 

As  the  effential  parts  of  the  chyle  are  fo 
different  in  their  properties  from  the  fubftan¬ 
ces  employed  for  food,  a  change  muft  have  ta¬ 
ken  place  ;  and  he  now  proceeds  to  examine 
the  procefs  by  which  the  food  is  formed  into 
chyle  and  blood. 

He  begins  this  part  of  his  fubjeft,  with  {hew¬ 
ing  that  the  opinion,  that  it  is  owing  to  tritu¬ 
ration  dividing  the  food  into  fmall  particles, 
cannot  be  admitted ;  as  each  particle  of  a  mafe 
of  matter  muft  have  the  fame  fpecific  qualities 
with  the  whole  mafs. 

He  next  confiders  another  idea  held  on  this 
fubje<ft,  that  there  is  a  menftruum  found  in  the 
ftomach,  which  unites  with  the  fubftances  em¬ 
ployed  for  food,  and  forms  the  different  efien- 
tial  parts  of  the  chyle.  But  he  obferves,  that 
none  of  the  fluids  of  the  ftomach,  or  duode- 
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num,  appear,  from  any  experiment  that  has 
been  made,  to  unite  with,  or  precipitate  from  fa¬ 
rinaceous  matters,  any  thing  like  the  parts  of 
chyle ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  either  form 
a  pafle  with  it,  or  have  a  tendency  to  coagulate 
it.  Farther,  as  the  properties  of  farinaceous 
matter,  and  the  matter  of  a  mnfcular  fibre,  are 
totally  different,  he  obferves,  that  the  men- 
flruum  in  the  flomach  cannot  be  fuppofed  to 
form  with  each  a  compound,  having  the  fame 
properties ;  but  chyle  is  always  the  fame  in 
whatever  animal  it  be  found,  and  on  whatever 
food  they  may  have  lived. 

He  alfo  endeavours  to  refute  an  opinion* 
that  vegetable  fubflanees,  in  order  to  be  di- 
gefled,  muft  go  through  the  vinous  and  acetous 
fermentations;  and  that  animal  fubflanees  mull 
go  through  the  firfl  flage  of  putrefaffion;  byoh- 
ferving,  that  the  formation  of  acid  in  the  flo¬ 
mach  during  digeflion,  is  always  produced  by 
the  digeflion  not  going  on  perfectly,  the  pow¬ 
ers  of  the  flomach  not  being  fufficsent  to  over¬ 
come  the  difpofition  of  vegetable  fubflanees  to 
run  into  the  faccharine,  vinous,  or  acetous  fer¬ 
mentations  ;  and  that  when  the  organs  of  di- 
gefiion  are  weak  or  difordered,  or  when  we 
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give  an  animal  food  not  adapted  to  its  organs 
of  digeftion,  a  greater  or  lefs  portion  of  the 
food  is  not  governed  by  the  ftomach,  but  runs 
into  the  fermentations  which  would  arife  if 
it  were  not  influenced  by  its  power.  Befides, 
meat  already  fetid  and  tender  from  putre¬ 
faction,  after  having  been  fubjected  to  the 
a&ion  of  the  flomach,  is  found  to  be  firmer, 
and  free  from  foetor. 

He  then  proceeds  to  draw  fome  conclufions 
of  his  own,  from  obferving  what  happens  in 
found  and  healthy  flomachs ;  and  he  begins 
by  confidering  how  farinaceous  matter,  which 
is  one  fpecies  of  matter  only,  can  be  converted 
into  a  chyle,  which  confids  of  three  diflinft 
fpecies,  mixed  together. 

He  firft  fuppofes,  that  if  we  have  three  fpe¬ 
cies  of  matter,  and  take  the  fmalleft  poffible 
part  of  each,  viz.  A,  B,  C. : — A,  may  unite  with 
B,  and  form  a  compound  M  ;  which  may  u« 
nite  with  C,  and  form  a  compound  particle 
X :  cr  A  combined  with  C,  may  form  N  ; 
which,  combined  with  B,  may  form  a  com¬ 
pound  particle  Y  :  or  B  and  C  may  form  a 
compound  O;  which,  combined  with  A,  may 
form  a  compound  particle  Z.  Thus  then  he 
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obtains  three  different  compounds,  X,  Y,  Z  ; 
and  as  they  each  contain  the  fame  matter  ex- 
a&ly,  they  mud:  differ,  not  in  their  elements, 
but  in  the  manner  in  which  thefe  are  com¬ 
bined.  Thus,  he  thinks,  one  fpecies  of  mat¬ 
ter  may  be  entirely  converted  into  another  fpe¬ 
cies  of  matter,  without  any  lofs  or  addition 
whatever. 

In  the  fame  manner,  he  (hews,  that  if  A  and 
B  unite  to  form  M,  and  C  and  D  to  form  N, 
and  if  M  and  N  united  form  X,  this  compound. 
X  may  be  decompofed,  fo  that  A  united  with 
D  may  form  O,  while  B  and  C  form  P,  and 
thefe  compounds  O  and  P  may  not  be  capable 
of  combining  with  each  other  ;  and  thus,  from 
X,  two  other  compounds,  O  and  P,  may  be 
formed,  containing  exa&ly  the  fame  matter, 
and  incapable  of  uniting  with  each  other. 

And  as,  upon  diflillation,  chyle,  and  a  piece 
of  a  mufcle,  afford  the  fame  empyreumatic  oil, 
volatile  alkali  and  charcoal  ;  it  appears  that 
they  do  not  differ  in  any  other  refpeft,  ex¬ 
cepting  that  the  elements  of  wdiich  they  both 
equally  confift,  are  united  by  one  mode  of  com¬ 
bination  in  the  mufcle,  and  by  another  mode 
in  the  chyle.  Thus  he  fuppofes  the  conver- 
fion  of  the  mufcle  into  chyle,  to  he  a  fepara* 
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tion  of  its  elements  from  each  other,  and  a  re¬ 
combination  of  them  in  a  different  manner;  fo 
that  the  compound  (hall  have  new  properties  :• 
And(iace,by  putrefaction,  vegetable  matter  may 
be  made  to  yield  exaCtly  the  fame  elements  as 
chyle,  it  follows,  that,  in  digeftion,  the  ele-. 
ments  of  the  vegetable  are  only  i'eparated  from 
each  other,  and  recombined  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  to  produce  and  become  chyle. 

He  now  proceeds  to  inquire,  by  what  power 
a  compound  may  be  decompofed,  and  its  ele^ 
ments  reunited  in  a  new  manner.  Between, 
different  fpecies  of  matter,  he  obferves,  there 
exiff  what  are  called  attractions,  and  that 
thefe  vary  according  to  the  circumftances  in 
which  the  matter  is  placed  :  So  that,  although 
there  be  always  prefent,  fubftances  capable 
of  being  converted  into  chyle,  yet  that  change 
will  never  take  place,  unlefs  they  be  influ¬ 
enced  by  the  aClion  or  circumflances  which 
they  meet  with  in  the  organs  of  digeftion  of  a 
living  animal ;  fo  that  no  chyle  ever  has  been 
produced  in  any  other  fltuation.  The  effeCts 
of  the  aClion  of  the  living  ftomach,  he  proves 
by  obferving,  that  if  more  food  be  taken  than 
it  can  digeft,  the  overplus  falls  into  the  fame 
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fermentation  as  if  placed  in  fimilar  circumflan- 
ces  in  a  dead  flomach. 

With  regard  to  the  wholefomenefs  of  food, 
he  obferves,  that  no  food  is  in  itfeif  whole- 
fome  or  unwholefome,  but  as  it  is  compared 
with  the  prefent  date  of  the  domach. 

The  ufe  of  the  coagulating  juice  found  in 
the  domach,  he  fuppofes  to  be,  to  detain  the 
food  there,  until,  by  its  a£lion,  it  be  converted 
into  a  new  fubflance,  whofe  properties  are  at 
prefent  unknown  ;  which  new  fubflance  is  the 
only  one  which  can  be  converted  into  chyle  in 
the  duodenum  and  jejunum.  This  action  is 
therefore  the  molt  material  part  of  digeflion  ; 
for,  no  food  that  is  not  there  converted  into 
this  new  lubflance,  can  ever  become  chyle, 

T 

but  mud  pafs  forwards  to  be  evacuated. 
Hence  he  obferves,  chyle  is  not  always  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  quantity  of  food. 
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Dcs  proprietes  de  la  plants,  appellee ,  Rhus  ra- 
dicans.  De  fin  utilite ,  dr  des  fucces  qidon 
en  a  obienu  pour  la  guerifon  des  Dartres , 
des  Affections  dartreufes ,  &  de  la  Paralyjie 
des  parties  inferieures ,  Des  proprietes  du 
Narciffe  des  pres ,  &  des  fucces  qiC on  en  a 
obfenn  pour  la  guerifin  des  Convulftons.  Par 
M.  da  Frefnoi,  M.  D.  &c.  &c.  8vo,  A 
Leipfic,  1788.  Vide  Comment arii  de  Rebus 
in  Scientia  Naturali  et  Medicina  geftis . 
8vo,  Lipfise,  Vol.  XXXI l  L 

1 

* 

IN  this  treatife,  the  author  iliews  how  poi- 
-S-  fonous  and  deleterious  plants  may  become 
efficacious,  or  even  fpecific  remedies  againfl 
difcafes,  hitherto  the  difgrace  of  the  healing 
art.  lie  lirft  treats  of  the  ufe  of  the  polfon- 
ous  tree  which  is  the  lubjedt  of  this  differ- 
tation,  in  Herpetic  affeelions,  and  in  Faralyhs. 
Accident  fuggefled  to  him  its  ufe  ;  and,  that  o- 
1  tiers  might  not  fuffer  by  his  experiments,  he 
began  by  taking  himfelf  the  infufion  of  one  of 
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the  three  folioli  of  which  each  leaf  of  this  plant 
confifts  •,  and  as  this  dofe  produced  no  fenfible 
effeft,  he  increafed  the  number  to  twelve. 
Then,  indeed,  his  perfpiration  and  urine  were 
increafed  in  quantity  j  and  he  had  fome  pains 
in  his  belly.  Seven  cafes  which  he  relates, 
ferve,  he  thinks,  to  put  the  efficacy  of  the  in- 
fufion,  and  diddled  water  of  the  leaves,  in  her¬ 
petic  affe&ions,  beyond  all  doubt.  From  thefe 
we  ffiall  feleft  the  following. 

“  A  country  woman  came  to  me  (fays  our 
author)  in  the  month  of  July  1780,  to  confuk 
me  about  the  herpes  farinofa,  with  which  her 
face  had  been  covered  for  more  than  a  year. 
She  was  ordered  to  take  an  infufion  of  this 
plant,  and  in  fix  weeks  was  entirely  free  from 
the  difeafe. 

“  The  patient  buffered  no  inconvenience  from 
her  cure  ;  and  told  me,  that  being  naturally  of 
a  melancholic  temperament,  whenever  ffie 
drank  the  infufion,  ffie  became  cheerful,  and 
was  lefs  anxious  about  herfelf.  Other  pa¬ 
tients  who  afterwards  took  this  medicine,  faid 
the  fame.” 

1  /  1 

Five  cafes  of  paralyfis  are  related,  which 
were  cured  by  the  ufe  of  this  vegetable.  The  ac¬ 
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curate  deferiptions  of  thefe  cafes  are  worthy  of 
a  perufal  in  the  work  itfelf. 

The  leaves  of  this  plant  are  to  be  cut  when 
in  thegreated  vigour,  that  is,  about  the  month 
of  June ;  and  this  mud  be  done  with  all  that 
caution  a  plant  fo  poifonous  requires. 

“  The  men  (fays  our  author)  wear  leathern 
gloves,  which  reach  up  to  their  elbows,  and 
are  tied,  to  prevent  their  coming  down.  Hence 
the  plant  never  hurts  them  ;  at  lead  he  never 
observed  this,  excepting  in  one  cafe,  where 
indammation  o i  the  eye  lids  was  induced  by 
the  vapour  from  the  plant.  On  the  contrary, 
however,  others  fudered  no  inconvenience,  al¬ 
though  they  gathered  the  leaves  even  without 
gloves.” 

u  I  didilled  (fays  M.  Frefnoi)  four  pounds 
of  the  leaves  with  thirty-two  pounds  of  water. 
This  didilled  water  had  a  flight  odour,  al¬ 
though  the  plant  is  entirely  free  from  it. 
When  taded,  it  was  pungent,  and  inflamed  the 
mouth.  The  decoction  which  remained  in  the 
dill  was  of  a  brown  colour,  and  covered  with 
a  clammy  light  pellicle.  When  drained  and 
evaporated,  it  gave  a  diining  extra#  of  a  fine 
black  colour.  The  leaves  inflamed  and  fwelled 
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the  hands  and  arms  of  thofe  that  took  them 
out  of  the  (till,  and  brought  on  an  itching, 
which  remained  for  feveral  days.” 

“  Forty- two  pounds  of  leaves  gave  twenty 
ounces  of  extraft,  of  a  proper  confidence  for 
the  formation  of  pills.” 

In  facred  proceihons,  the  people  of  Flanders, 
particularly  at  Valenciennes,  drew  the  way  with 
the  flowers  of  the  feafon.  The  Narcidus  pra- 
torum  is  therefore  ufed  in  April,  which  the 
country  people  bring  to  be  fold  in  town. 

“  In  the  year  1786,  (fays  our  author)  two 
out  of  three  procefiions  which  diould  have 
happened  in  April,  did  not  take  place  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  badnefs  of  the  weather.  On 
this  account,  a  girl,  already  fubjeft  to  hyderics 
and  flight  convulfions,  laid  the  flowers  intended 
for  drewing  the  dreets  at  the  procedion,  in 
her  bed- room.  Next  day  die  told  me,  that 
flic  had  undergone  a  great  change ;  that  die 
had  had  no  fits,  and  dept  much  better.  It  oc¬ 
curred  to  me,  that  the  caufe  of  this  change  was 
to  be  fought  for  in  the  dowers  with  which  her 
room  was  filled.  That  I  might  not  be  deceiv¬ 
ed,  I  caufed  fredi  Narcidi  to  be  put  into  her 
chamber,  and  the  night  was  fpent  quietly,  and 
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free  from  convulfions,  which  had  not  been  the 
cafe  for  fome  time  before.  Next  day,  I  made 
the  flowers  be  removed,  and  the  windows 
flung  open  ;  and  that  night,  and  the  two  days 
following,  the  convulfions  reappeared.  The 
flowers  being  again  brought  into  the  room, 
the  day  was  fpent  without  any  fits.  1  was 
now  perfuaded  that  the  alleviation  of  the  dif- 
eafe  was  to  be  afcribed  to  the  fmell  of  the 
flowers;  and  I  thought  that  the  efle#s  of  the 
extra#  fhould  be  tried  in  allaying  convulfive 
motions.  The  fuccefs  of  this  medicine  exceed¬ 
ed  my  hopes.  By  its  ufe,  forty  two  children 
were  cured  of  the  tuflis  convulfiva,  which  was 
epidemic  at  Valenciennes  during  the  end  of  the 
year  17  86.  Four  grains  of  the  extra#  were 
diflolved  in  four  ounces  of  fyrup,  and  a  table- 
fpoonful  given  to  the  children  every  third  hour ; 
by  which  means  the  cough  gradually  abated, 
and  at  lad;  entirely  left  them.” 
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VIII. 

Obfervations  fur  les  Proprieties  Febrifuges  de 
I Ecorce  de  Marronier  d9 Inde,  et  fur  les 
Avantages  retirer  de  fon  emploi  que  pent  la 
mcdecine  dans  le  traitement  des  Fievres  inter - 
mittentes.  Par  M.  CulTon,  M,  D .  410, 

A  Montpelier.  Vide  Comment  aril  de  Re¬ 
bus  in  Scientia  Naturali  et  Medicina  gcf- 
tis.  8  vo,  Lipfice,  VoL  XXXIII, 

*HjP*HE  fpirit  of  pbilofophic  inveftigation 
j  peculiar  to  this  age,  has  been  the  origin 
of  many  ufeful  difcoveries  in  botany.  But  it  is 
aftonifhing,  as  the  author  of  this  differtation 
juftly  obferves,  that  while  our  fhips  return  load¬ 
ed  with  the  products  of  another  hemifphere, 
we  fliould  negleft  the  plants  with  which  nature 
has  abundantly  fupplied  Europe.  We  defpife 
them  only,  without  doubt,  becaufe  they  are 
fo  common.  Of  late,  however,  phyficians 
have  paid  attention  even  to  the  plants  indige¬ 
nous  in  their  own  country  \  and  the  account 

of 
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of  their  labours  evinces  their  fuccefs,  and 
fliews  it  to  have  been  the  fource  of  very  ufefill 
discoveries* 

Although  the  observations  of  the  ingenious 
M.  Cuffon  upon  the  febrifuge  powers  of  the 
JEScuIus  hippocaftanum,  cannot  be  faid  to  in- 
creafe  our  knowledge  in  that  particular,  yet 
they  tend  to  Support  the  expectations  of  the 
fuccefs  which  may  be  derived  from  the  ufe  of 
this  bark  in  the  cure  of  intermittent  fevers. 
By  its  ufe,  our  author  thinks  the  Peruvian 
bark  may  be  almoft  entirely  fuperfeded  \  at 
lead,  in  his  opinion,  it  has  defervedly  the  pre* 
ference  with  regard  to  the  poor. 

The  iEfculus  hippoftanum  Linn,  or  horfe* 
chefnut,  is  a  plant  indigenous  in  the  north  of 
Afia,  and  was  brought  to  Europe  in  1550.  It 
has  however  So  acquired  the  habit  of  our 
plants,  as  to  be  generally  reckoned  a  native  of. 
Europe.  The  verdure  of  its  foliage,  the 
fliade  it  affords,  the  Sweetnefs  and  beauty  of 
its  flowers,  were  long  the  reafons  why  it  was 
enumerated  in  the  lift  of  trees  deferving  cul¬ 
ture  on  account  of  their  elegance.  IS'ow, 
however,  the  medical  and  oeconomical  ufe  of 

its  fruit  and  bark  are  Sufficiently  evident. 

_  » 
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From  the  bark,  an  effential  fait  may  be  pro¬ 
cured,  alike  in  colour,  fliape,  and  properties, 
to  that  obtained  from  the  Peruvian  bark.  In¬ 
deed,  there  is  a  driking  analogy  between  their 
condiment  parts  in  every  particular.  On 
thefe  accounts,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  the 
bark  of  the  Horfe-chefnut  (hould  be  ufeful  in 
combating  intermittent  fevers,  in  reftoring  tone 
to  debilitated  patients,  and  in  Hopping  the  pro- 
grefs  of  mortification. 

Our  author,  after  having  given  an  account 
of  the  bed  experiments  and  obfervations  of  o- 
thers  upon  this  fubjeft,  thus  proceeds  to  his 
own. 

“  A  proper  opportunity  having  offered,  for 
the  fird  time,  in  the  month  of  Augud  1779,  ^ 
prefcribed  the  bark  of  the  iEfculus  hippocada- 
num.  The  patient  was  thirty  years  old,  of  a 
bilious  temperament,  and  had  already  labour¬ 
ed  under  a  tertian  fever  for  fix  weeks.  The 
fuccefs  of  the  trial  anfwered  my  expectations  ; 
for,  twelve  drachms  of  this  bark,  taken  in  the 
intervals  between  three  paroxyfms,  effe&ed  a 
cure.  Encouraged  by  the  fird  fuccefs  of  this 

bark,  I  have  ufed  it  in  all  the  cafes  in  which  I 

* 

thought  it  proper,  I  have  been  fo  lucky  as 

to 
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to  be  generally  fuccefsful;  and  during  the 
many  years  in  which  I  have  made  ufe  of  it,  I 
have  cured  many  cafes  of  intermittents,  as 
completely  as  I  could  have  done  by  the  ufe 
of  the  Peruvian  bark.  The  numerous  cures 
performed  by  it  at  the  public  hofpiral,  of  which 
I  am  phyfician,  force  me  to  confefs,  that  1  have 
found  in  it  thofe  powers  which  were  thought 
peculiar  to  the  Peruvian  bark  ;  and  I  am  in¬ 
clined  to  think,  that  it  might  be  fubflituted  in 
its  place.” 

“  In  feme  cafes,  I  have  feen  it  aft  as  a  pur¬ 
gative,  and  in  ethers  as  a  tonic.  This  ferves 
but  to  ffrengthen  the  analogy.  Therefore  I 
think  that  the  name  of  Cinchona  Europea 
would  not  be  undefervedly  given  to  the  iEf- 
culus  hippocaffanum,  fince  its  bark  deferves, 
equally  well  with  the  Peruvian,  to  be  enume¬ 
rated  among  the  febrifuges  in  our  difpenfato- 
ries.  The  bark  of  the  Plorfe-chefnut  requires 
cautions  in  its  ufe,  on  the  obfervance  of  which 
its  efficacy  in  a  great  meafure  depends.” 

“  There  muff  be  particular  care  taken  to  pro¬ 
cure  good  bark.  That  feems  beft  which  is  ob¬ 
tained  from  trees  of  a  moderate  fize  in  the 
fpring,  when  the  tree  abounds  with  juice.  That 

too 
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too  is  to  be  preferred  which  is  not  deftroyed 
by  vermin,  but  found,  folid,  and  dry.  Expe¬ 
rience  likewife  ffiews,  that  a  proper  prepara¬ 
tion  of  the  patient  renders  its  ufe  more  effica¬ 
cious.  With  this  delign,  blood-letting,  relax- 
ants,  and  evacuants,  are  to  be  employed,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  and  the 
ftrength  and  conftitution  of  the  patient.  Nor 
is  this  bark,  he  tells  us,  tobeufed,  until  the  pati¬ 
ent  has  had  feveral  paroxyfms,  and  until  it  be  cer¬ 
tain  that  the  febrile  matter  is  already  partly  form¬ 
ed  by  nature.  At  the  end  of  this  ufeful  trea- 
tife,  twelve  cafes  of  fevers,  cured  by  the  ufe 
of  this  bark,  are  related  5  the  tirfl  of  which 
we  ffiall  tranflate. 


“  Auriac,  a  flone-cutter,  aged  30  years,  of 
a  pituitous  temperament,  had  been  already  fub- 
je£f  to  paroxyfms  of  a  tertian  for  fix  weeks, 
when  he  confulted  me  in  the  month  of  March 
1779.  As  he  had  ufed  evacuants  from  thebe- 
ginning,  the  bark  was  prefcribed  to  be  takeii 
on  the  third  day  after  he  had  been  purged,  by 
my  direclion.  And  on  the  firft  day  free  from  a 
paroxyfm,  he  was  ordered  to  take  a  dram 
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of  the  powder,  every  four  hours,  to  the  extent 
of  half  an  ounce. 

“  Next  day,  the  paroxyfm  was  much  mild¬ 
er,  and  he  was  almofl  entirely  free  from  the 
cold  fit.  The  remedy  was  repeated,  the  fe- 
cond  day  free  from  a  paroxyfm.  The  violence 
of  the  paroxyfm  was  now  flill  more  broken, 
as  the  patient  fcarcely  perceived  it :  he  was  en¬ 
tirely  free  from  the  cold  fit,  and  had  only  very 
flight  pains  in  his  head,  a  fmall  degree  of  heat, 
and  an  almofl  infenfible  perfpirarion.  The 
third  exhibition  of  the  remedy,  entirely  freed 
him  from  every  appearance  of  a  paroxyfm ;  nor 
had  he  any  return  of  his  complaint  after  he 
had  drunk  the  deco&ion  of  this  bark  for  one 
week.” 
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Gbferv  aliens  chirurgicodegales  fur  un  point  im¬ 
portant  de  la  Jurif prudence  Criminelle ,  lues  a 
la  fceance  publiqiie  de  V  Ac  ademie  des  Sciences 
de  Dijon .  Par  le  Profefleur  Chauftier. 
8vo,  A  Dijon,  1790* — Vide  Comment arii 
de  Rebus  in  Scientia  Nat ura li  et  Medicinci 
gejlis .  8 vo,  Lipliae,  Vol.  XXXI If, 


IIE  moft  fevere  ftudy  of  the  lavVs,  the 
greateft  prudence  and  ftri&eft  inte¬ 
grity  in  a  judge,  are  not  always  fufficient  to 
enable  him  to  give  a  juft  fentence.  For  cafes 
occur,  which  require  a  knowledge  of  other 
fludies,  particularly  fuch  as  relate  to  difeafes, 
wounds,  or  the  inveftigation  of  the  caufes  of 
death.  Here  the  mod  attentive  is  eafily  de¬ 
ceived,  unlefs  lie  be  experienced  in  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  laws  of  animal  organization,  which 
can  be  obtained  only  by  practice,  and  which 
want  cannot  be  fupplied  by  reafon  or  judge¬ 
ment, 
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On  this  account,  Profeifor  Chauffier  has  pub- 
lifhed  this  work,  v/hich  contains  many  obfervati- 
ons,  extremely  ufeful  indire&ing  the  opinion  of  a 
medical  pra&itioner,  whofe  affiftance  is  requir¬ 
ed  by  a  judge.  For,  by  attention  to  thefe,  er¬ 
rors  may  be  with  certainty  avoided,  into  which 
even  the  mod  experienced  obfervers  might  fall. 
Why?  Is  death  always  the  immediate  con- 
fequence  of  a  recent  quarrel  ?  May  not  the 
flighted:  contufion,  or  mofl  fimple  wound  to 
appearance  at  firft,  afterwards  degenerate  ?  If 
this  happen,  fuch  are  often  followed  by  death, 
or  by  tedious  and  fevere  difeafes.  Nor  does  it 
happen  unfrequently,  that  the  perfon  who  is 
wounded,  fpurred  on  by  hatred,  revenge,  and 
his  own  intered,  exaggerates  the  injury,  and 
counterfeits  pains  and  difeafes  which  he  does 
not  fufFer.  Nay,  do  not  inftances  occur,  of 
perfons  guided  by  the  bafed  paflions,  that  would 
expofe  themfelves  radily  to  danger,  endeavour 
to  provoke  an  injury,  gladly  feize  upon  the 
flighted:  difference,  to  raife  the  mod  dreadful 
tumults,  and  even  wound  themfelves  ?  Has  not 
the  malicious  fpiric  of  man  gone  fo  far,  as  to 
load  with  infults,  mutilate,  deface,  and  mangle 
even  the  dead  ?  Quedions  with  refpeft  to  thefe, 

are 


i 


S792* 


COMMENTARIES . 


*33 


are  beft  explained  by  medical  men.  He  alfo 
takes  notice  of  the  credit  to  be  given  to  wit- 
neffes ;  and  points  out  many  obvious  faults  in 
the  anfwers  of  the  fworn  furgeons,  (chirurgi 
jurati).  From  this  work  we  fhall  extract  the 
following  obfervations. 

Whoever  confiders  the  very  important  ne- 
ceflity  of  the  refponfe  of  a  furgeon,  in  crimi¬ 
nal  cafes,  for  eafing  the  mind  of  the  judge,  for 
defending  the  life  and  chara&er  of  the  accuf- 
ed,  and  for  preferving  that  order  on  which 
public  fafety  depends ;  whoever  reflects  up¬ 
on  how  much  care,  attention,  and  induflry, 
fuch  a  refponfe  requires,  will  be  eafily  con¬ 
vinced,  that  the  province  of  giving  it,  ought 
to  be  affigned  to  the  mod  deferving,  upright, 
and  fkilful ;  and  that  rules  and  cautions  fliould 
be  prefcribed  by  the  laws,  by  which  the  truth 
of  thefe  refponfes  may  be  examined,  and  their 
defers  avoided,  or,  at  lead,  immediately  difco- 
vered,  that  they  may  be  removed.  But  it  muff 
be  acknowledged,  that  it  is  far  otherwife.  E- 
very  where,  the  right  of  giving  thefe  refponfes 
is  difpofed  of,  or  bought  by  money  ;  and  thus 
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it  is  often  exercifed  by  young  and  inexperi¬ 
enced  pra&itioners. 

At  this  time,  when  the  French  are  model¬ 
ling  a  new  conditution,  the  illudrious  Chauf- 
fier  propofes  the  following  three  remedies,  for 
the  many  inconveniencies  often  found  in  the 
anfwers  of  the  fworn  furgeons,  as  they  have 
been  called. 

iy?,  The  furgeons  called  in,  fliould  be  ob¬ 
liged  to  follow  one  condant  and  immutable 
form  or  method,  in  making  out  their  refponfes. 
For  indance,  of  defcribing,  according  to  the 
common  and  ufually  received  form,  firft,  what 
happened  before  the  vifitation;  fecondly,  the 
flare  of  the  wounded  perfon  ;  and,  ladly, 
what  confequences  feem  likely  to  follow. 

2 dly,  The  vifitation  and  examination  of  the 
wounded  perfon  fhould  be  always  before  two 
witneffes,  according  to  the  decree  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Affembly,  for  the  reformation  of  the  cri¬ 
minal  jurifprudence. 

3 dly.  The  refponfes  fliould  be  always  writ¬ 
ten  in  the  place  of  vifitation.  This  rule  has 
already  been  prefcribed  by  feveral  decrees, 
which,  though  exprefs  enough,  are  feldom  ob- 
ferved :  For  cunning  men  can  always  find 
fnecious  reafons  for  their  fubterfuges. 
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That  this  moft  ufeful,  but  much  negle&ed 
part  of  the  healing  art  may  be  rebored  to  per¬ 
fection,  our  author  advifes,  that  in  all  medical 
univerfities,  an  annual  public  courfe  of  lectures 
on  medical  or  furgical  jurifprudence,  fhould  be 
given ;  and  that  no  pra&itioner  be  allowed  to 
give  his  evidence,  until  it  be  known  that  he 
has  diligently  attended  thefe  lectures,  and  has 
fubje&ed  himfeif  ro  a  public  examination  upon 
this  mod  material  fubjeCh  From  thefe  regula- 
ticus  he  obferves.  it  will  foon  happen,  that  the 
furgeons  in  France  will  be  learned  in  the  man¬ 
ner  of  giving  rciponfes,  and,  in  this  particu¬ 
lar,  rival,  in  fame,  the  Germans. 

At  the  end  of  this  treatife,  we  find  the  fol¬ 
lowing  important  articles  propofed. 

i//,  That  the  office  of  chirurgus,  or  medi- 
cus  juratus,  be  abolifhed. 

2 d.  That  the  judge  have  a  power  of  nam¬ 
ing  and  chooflng  thofe  who  are  mod  deferv- 
ing  of  being  truded,  and  who  can  bed  execute 
what  is  required. 

3</,  Nor  is  it  lefs  neceffiary  that  a  general 
formula  of  anfwers  be  fixed,  led  various  ob¬ 
jects  be  confounded. 

I  4  4  thy 
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4th,  That  the  wounded  perfon  be  vifited 
always  in  the  prefence  of  two  appointed  wit- 

nefifes. 

$th,  That  when  a  body  is  to  be  examined 
or  diuecled,  befides  two  ordinary  witneffes, 
a  third  be  added,  who  is  always  to  be  ta¬ 
ken  from  among  the  pra&ical  phyficians. 

6  th,  That  the  refponfe  be  always  written 
in  the  place  of  vifitation,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  witneffes,  whofhould  fign  it. 

7 thy  That  the  refponfes  be  depofited  within 
twenty-four  hours  in  the  records  ( grejfe J 
of  the  place,  and  fhewn  to  the  judge ;  and 
that  an  accurate  copy  be  immediately  fen.t 
to  the  chamber  of  verification  ( bureau  de  veri¬ 
fication  j. 

Bth,  That  in  the  metropolis  of  each  pro- 

* 

vince,  a  chamber  of  verification  for  the  re- 
fponfes  of  furgeons,  be  infiituted. 

yth,  That  the  reafons  for  the  opinion  of 
thofe  whofe  duty  it  is  to  give  the  verification, 
be  written  on  the  copy  of  the  refponfe ; 

which  is  to  be  immediately  fent  back  to  the 

*  * 

j°dge. 

loth ,  That  if  the  refponfe  be  difapproved 
of  by  the  chamber  of  verification,  the  judge 


*792* 


137 


COMMENTARIES. 

v 

{hall  caufe  a  fecond  vifitation  to  be  made  by 
others ;  but  if  approved  of,  that  it  {hall  be  ad¬ 
mitted  at  the  trial,  as  if  endowed  with  the 
power  of  proving. 

1 1  th ,  That  both  in  the  faculty  of  law,  and 
in  the  medical  univerfities,  a  public  courfe  of 
medical  jurifprudence,  be  appointed  to  be  de¬ 
livered. 

1 2th,  That  no  one  be  admitted  as  a  medi¬ 
cal  pra&itioner,  either  for  the  town  or  country, 
unlefs  he  has  attended  thefe  le&ures,  and  been 
publicly  examined  on  the  fubjeft. 
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Ex  amen  chimique  des  Larmes  et  de  VHumeur 
des  Narines^  auquel  on  a  joint  de  nouvelles 
confiae rations  fur  queiques*  unes  des  Maladies 
aux  queries  ces  Liqueurs  donnent  na ijfance .  Far 
M.  M.  Fourcroy  &  Vauquelin.  Vide  Jour¬ 
nal  de  Fbyftque.  To?ne  XXX l X,  Fart .  II. 
1791,  Odobre. 

THIS  effay  is  introduced,  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  account  of  what  has  hitherto  been 
written  upon  the  tears. 

The  tears  have  been  confideredas  an  aqueous, 
limpid,  faline  liquid,  which  leaves  almofl  no  re- 
fiduum  upon  evaporation.  There  has  been  hi¬ 
therto  no  proper  chemical  analyfis  of  this  fluid  ; 
indeed,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  procure  a  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  for  examination.  Some  ob- 
fervers  have  feen  cryftals  formed  in  the  tears ; 
and  they  have  given  rife  to  a  kind  of  calculi, 
like  the  other  fluids  of  the  human  body.  Bla- 
fius  has  feen  them  in  the  caruncula  lachry- 
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malis.  Schoeper  has  found  cryflals  adhering 
to  the  eve- lids  after  ophthalmia.  Such  is  the 

J  •  A 

fum  of  the  obfervations  which  Haller  has  given 
us,  upon  rhe  nature  of  tears. 

Nothing  marks,  more  obvioufly,  the  abfolute 
wanr  of  the  labours  and  refearches  of  philofo- 
phers,  than  this  chafm  in  a  work,  the  fruit  of  the 
deeped  erudition,  which  prefents  to  medical  men 
the  mod  complete  colle&ionof  obfervations,  and 
throws  the  greatefl  light  on  the  animal  occono- 
my.  This  want  of  facls  upon  the  nature  of 
tears,  was  not  the  only  motive  which  prompted 
us  to  attempt  a  work  upon  this  liquor.  We 
thought,  that  being  collected,  and  remaining 
in  organs  always  in  contact  with  air,  they  might 
undergo  alterations,  which  might  be  accurate^ 
]y  afcertained,  and  which  might  throw  fome 
light  upon  the  fun&ions  of  thefe  organs.  The 
unknown  nature  of  the  nafal  mucus,  its  conti¬ 
nual  mixture  with  the  tears,  and  the  ufe  attri¬ 
buted  to  thefe  laft,  of  diluting  the  mucus  of 
the  nodrils,  appeared  to  us  to  be  worthy  of  a 
careful  examination.  This  examination  might 
lead  to  the  knowledge  of  fome  of  the  difeafes 
of  the  eye-lids,  lacrymal  du&s,  and  nafal  fi- 
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nufes.  The  fequel  will  fliew,  that  thefe  mo¬ 
tives  were  well  founded. 

In  the  fecond  fe&ion,  an  account  is  given 
of  the  means  employed  to  procure  the  la- 
crymal  and  nafal  fluids.  It  is  well  known, 
that  it  is  almofl  impolfible  to  obtain  the  fluid 

fecreted  from  the  lacrymal  gland,  alone,  and 

/ 

feparated  from  the  nafal  mucus,  with  w’hich  it 
generally  mixes  itfelf :  for  this  purpofe,  we  re¬ 
quired  fome  of  thofe  rare  cafes  where  the  fe- 
cretion  of  the  lacrymal  gland  is  increafed* 
Such  an  efleft  is  the  confequence  of  the  paf- 
fions  of  joy  and  grief ;  but  when  under  their 
influence,  people  do  not  eafily  fubjeft  them- 
felves  to  experiment.  However,  we  have 
fometimes  ufed  this  expedient  in  procuring 
the  lacrymal  fluid. 

Obfervation  has  remarked  a  lively  fympa- 
thy  between  the  organs  of  fmell  and  fight, 
which  depends  upon  their  nervous,  vafcular, 
and  membranous  communications.  If  the 
membrane  of  the  nofe  be  ftimuiated,  either 
by  acrid  fubflances  or  mechanical  irritation,  a 
greater  quantity  of  tears  will  flow  than  can  be 
?»bforbed  by  the  pun&a  lacrymalia,  or  carried 

off 


1792. 


CO  MM  ENT  ARIES. 


! 


I4l 

off  by  tlie  nafal  duffs,  on  account  of  the  ab¬ 
undance  and  rapidity  of  their  excretion. 

Nature  has  offered  us  other  means,  more 
advantageous  than  thofe  already  mentioned. 
Some  individuals  have  their  eyes  fo  tender, 
that  cold  makes  them  water  abundantly. 
Many  people  have  been  fo  obliging  as  to  ren¬ 
der  us  a  fervice,  by  carrying  with  them,  when 
they  expofed  themfelves  to  fevere  cold,  a 
fmall  glafs  veffel,  in  which  they  colleffed  the 
tears  as  they  fell. 

In  cafes  where  the  lacrymal  duffs  are  af- 
feffcd,  the  tears  cannot  take  their  courfe 
through  the  noftrils,  but  are  obliged  to  pafs 
over  the  under  eye-lid,  and  run  down  the 
cheek.  This  has  furnifhed  us  with  the  means 
of  procuring  the  greateft  quantity  of  this  fluid. 
Laftly,  we  have  alfo  had  opportunities  of 
making  experiments  upon  the  tears  of  fome,  in 
whom  the  nafal  fac  was  affeffed  only  at  its  ex¬ 
tremity;  and  in  whom  this  fluid  colleffed,  could 
be  eafily  drawn  up,  from  time  to  time. 

We  have  analized  the  mucus  of  the  human 
nofe  in  many  circumftances. 

ift,  In  a  ftate  of  health. 

2d, 
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2 d.  At  the  commencement  and  end  of  that 
affe&ion,  called  cold  in  the  head. 

3 dy  In  great  degrees  of  cold,  when,  by  the 
hidden  impreflion  of  the  air,  a  clear  liquor, 
more  or  lefs  vifcous,  Hid  down  the  nofe. 

Having  been  often  expofed  to  the  a&ion  of 
oxigenated  muriatic  acid,  and  having  found 
that  it  occafioned  a  running  of  the  nofe,  we 
have  fometimes  made  ufe  of  that  expedient  to 
procure  the  nafal  mucus. 

With  regard  to  the  Phyfical  properties  of  the 
Tears,  we  have  made  the  following  obfervations: 

I.  The  tears  are  clear  and  tranfparent  like 
water ;  they  have  never  feemed  to  have 
any  very  fenfible  fmell ;  their  tafte  is  always 
evidently  faline ;  their  fpecific  gravity  has  al¬ 
ways  appeared  to  us  a  little  greater  than  that 
of  diftilled  water,  though  the  difference  be 
hardly  perceptible  in  fmall  quantities.  They 
do  not  change  the  colour  of  an  infufion  of 
turnfole,  nor  of  paper  coloured  by  it;  but  they 
give  a  green  colour  to  paper  ftained  with  the 
juice  of  violets  or  mallows.  This  green  co¬ 
lour  is  permanent,  which  ihews  that  it  is  ow¬ 
ing  to  a  fixed  alkali. 
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II.  Tears  (hewed  no  remarkable  phenomena 
from  the  a&ion  of  caloric  ;  they  boiled  like  o« 
ther  aqueous  fluids,  although  the  number  of 
permanent  bubles  on  their  furface,  (hewed  that 
they  were  of  a  mucilaginous  nature.  By  con¬ 
tinuing  the  a&ion  of  the  caloric,  the  water  was 
almoft  entirely  feparated,  and  there  remained 
a  dry  matter  of  a  yellowi(h  colour,  which  was 
hardly  00.4  of  the  quantity  of  tears  employed. 
The  decompofition  of  this  fluid  in  clofe  veflels, 
gave  a  little  oil  and  water,  while  there  remain¬ 
ed  a  charcoal  containing  much  faline  matter. 

III.  Dry  air  robbed  the  tears  gradually  of 
their  moiflure,  and  at  length  evaporated  it 
completely.  But  as  the  fpontaneous  evapora¬ 
tion  of  the  water  was  very  flow,  towards  the 
end,  cubical  cryflals  were  formed,  furround- 
ed  by  an  apimal  mucilage.  Thefe  cryflals, 
obtained  feparate  by  means  of  alcohol,  which 
di-ffolved  them  without  a&ing  on  the  animal 
mucilage,  prefented  the  fame  properties  with 
the  muriat  of  foda,  or  fea-falt.  Their  folu- 

r 

tion,  however,  turned  paper,  flained  with  ve¬ 
getable  colours  fenfible  to  alkalies,  to  a  green  : 
but  we  (hall  find*  that  this  was  owing  to  an 

alkaline 


144 


MEDICAL 


Dec*  IK 


alkaline  matter  contained,  as  well  as  fea-faft, 
in  the  tears.  In  proportion  as  thefe  pheno¬ 
mena  take  place  in  this  fluid  expofed  to  air, 
it  puts  on  a  yellow  colour  while  thickening  : 
fometimes  it  is  greenifh  or  bluifli,  according 
as  the  air,  being  more  or  Iefs  warm,  requires 
a  longer  or  fliorter  time  to  deprive  it  of  its 
moiflure. 

IV.  Cold  and  hot  water  unite  in  all  propof- 
tions  with  tears  recently  flied  ;  but  after  that 
fluid  has  been  expofed  to  air,  fo  long  as  to 
acquire  conflflency  and  a  yellow  colour,  it  re- 
fufcs  absolutely  to  mix  with  water,  and  will 
remain  fufpended  in  it,  without  appearing  to 
change  its  nature;  although  the  water  in  which 
thickened  tears  have  remained,  be  capable  of 
being  made  frothy  by  agitation,  which  fhews, 
that  it  has  diflblved  a  portion  of  them.  It  is 
proper  to  remark  here,  that  an  animal  mat¬ 
ter,  which  was  naturally  foluble  in  water,  has 
become  gradually  infoluble,  by  having  that 
fluid  evaporated  by  the  contact  with  air.  This 
phenomenon,  is  analogous  to  what  we  have  dif- 
covered  and  defcribed  in  another  place,  of  veget¬ 
able  Jubilances  diflblved  in  water,  which  become 
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infcduble  by  expofure  to  air,  and  the  abforp- 
tion  of  oxygen. 


V.  Alkalies  unite  very  eafily  with  tears,  and 
give  them  more  fluidity  ;  they  alfo  diflolve 
that  fluid  dried  by  air,  and  on  which,  water 
has  almofl:  no  aflion.  They  feemed  to  have 
no  other  efleft  worth  defcribing. 

VI.  Of  ajl  the  acids,  the  oxygenated  muriatic 
acid  alone,  in  its  aftion  upon  tears,  difcovered 
any  thing  remarkable,  or  that  deferved  to  fix 
our  attention.  This  acid,  poured  upon  tears, 
coagulated  them  into  white  flakes,  which  be¬ 
came  yellow,  if  a  fufflcient  quantity  of  the  a- 
cid  had  been  ufed.  The  flakes  produced  in 
this  experiment,  are  not  foluble  in  water,  and 
are  exaftly  fimilar  to  teats  thickened  by  the  ac¬ 
tion  of  air.  The  acid  lofes  its  particular  odour, 
and  all  its  remarkable  properties.  It  is,  therefore, 
by  depriving  the  oxygenated  muriatic  acid  of  its 
oxygen,  that  the  tears  are  coagulated,  and  be¬ 
come  of  a  yellow  colour.  By  comparing  with 
thefe  phenomena,  what  we  have  obferved  to 
happen  to  this  fluid,  while  drying  in  armofphe- 
ric  air,  it  feems  evident,  that  the  new  proper¬ 
ties  which  it  acquires  during  deficcation,  are 
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owing  to  the  fame  caufe,  the  abforption  of 
oxygen . 

The  analogous  refill ts  of  thefe  two  experi¬ 
ments,  induce  us  to  think,  that  a  fimilar  phe¬ 
nomenon  takes  place  in  this  fluid,  when  con¬ 
fined  for  fome  time  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
lacrymal  fac,  in  thefe  who  have  this  organ 
obftru&ed.  When  the  fac  has  been  diflended 
fome  hours  by  the  congeflion  of  the  tears,  a 
gentle  compreflion,  excited  by  the  pain  owing 
to  the  diftenfion,  caufes  the  pundta  lacrymalia  to 
pour  out  a  matter  very  thick,  yellow,  and  per¬ 
fectly  infoluble  in  water  ;  whereas,  this  matter, 
frequently  prefled  out  from  the  lacrymal  duCts, 
is  as  liquid  as  water,  and  eafily  combined  . with 
it.  Indeed,  the  action  of  the  oxygen,  which 
tends  to  thicken  the  tears,  is  aided  by  a  con- 
fiderable  evaporation  ;  for,  accurate  experi¬ 
ments,  made  with  the  intention,  prove,  that 

1  •  /  .  .  ‘ y’ 

four  times  more  matter  can  be  obtained  from 
the  lacrymal  fac,  by  emptying  it  every  hour, 
than  only  at  the  end  of  four  hours :  there 
mad:  be,  then,  a  pretty  rapid  evaporation  or 
nitration  cf  the  more  liquid  part  of  that  fluid, 
down  the  noftrils. 

h  is  alfo  owing  to  the  fame  chemical  agent, 
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toxygen,  that  the  formation  of  that  fubftance, 
folid,  yellow,  and  infoluble  in  w^ater,  called 
gore  of  the  eyes  ( chajfie J,  is  to  be  afcribed. 

The  fulphuric  and  muriatic  acids,  produced 
no  change  upon  tears  recently  died  5  but  they 
caufed  a  fenfible  effervefcence  with  them,  dri¬ 
ed  in  air.  The  effervefcence  produced  by  the 
fulphuric  acid,  is  owing  to  a  mixture  of  muri¬ 
atic  acid  gas,  and  carbonic  acid  gas.  That 
produced  by  the  muriatic  add,  is  owing  to  the 
carbonic  acid  gas  alone.  This  lad,  is  alfo 
much  lefs  confiderable,  as  there  is  but  one 
fubftance  decompofed,  while  the  fulphuric  acid 
decompofes  two.  After  the  adion  of  the  mu¬ 
riatic  acid,  the  only  fait  contained  in  the  mu¬ 
cilage,  is  muriat  of  foda.  Thefe  two  expert- 
raents  prove,  that  the  tears  contain  muriat  of 
foda,  and  foda ;  this  laft  is  certainly  in  its 
caudic  date,  fince  lime-water  produced  no 
precipitation  in  that  fluid,  when  recent,  al¬ 
though  it  made  a  folution  of  the  prod  ltd  of 
tears,  by  fpontaneous  evaporation,  muddy.  M. 
Yauquelin  has  already  fliown,  that.be  found 
cauflic,  or  pure  foda,  in  the  human  feminal  li¬ 
quor;  and  that,  like  the  tears,  that  liquor  cxpof- 
ed  to  air,  gradually  abforbed.the  carbonic  acid. 
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The  effefts  produced  upon  the  tears  by  the 
action  of  alcohol,  are  next  confidered. 

Alcohol,  poured  in  fuflicient  quantity  up¬ 
on  the  tears,  decompofes  them,  and  precipi¬ 
tates  from  them  the  mucus,  in  the  form  of 
large  white  flakes.  If  the  alcohol  be  evapor¬ 
ated,  after  having  feparated  the  mucous  preci¬ 
pitate,  it  leaves  marks  of  muriat  of  foda,  and 
of  foda.  This  menflruum  might  then  ferve  to 
difcover  the  proportion  between  the  mucous 
•and  faline  part  of  the  tears. 

The  burning  of  the  produft  of  tears  thick¬ 
ened  by  the  air,  has  only  pointed  out  to  us 
the  prefence  of  calcareous  phofphat :  the  phof- 
phat  of  foda  is  hardly  perceptible.  As  to 
phofphat  of  ammonia,  it  could  not  exift  in  it, 
as  it  contains  pure  foda,  by  which  it  would 
be  inevitably  decompofed. 

The  refult  of  thefe-  experiments,  proves, 
that  tears  are  a  combination  of  a  particular 
mucilage,  which,  after  the  water,  conflitutes 
the  larged  proportion  of  their  bulk  ;  of  muriat 
of  foda,  which  poffefles  the  third  place ;  of 
foda,  which  is  next ;  and  of  the  phofphats 
of  lime  and  of  foda,  which  are  very  fmall, 
and  hardly  perceptible. 
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In  the  fourth  fe&ion,  is  given  an  account 
of  the  Mucus  of  the  Nofe. 

The  fluid  here  treated  of,  is  that  liquid 
which  is  afforded  very  copioufly  by  the  mem- ' 
brana  pituitaria,  in  the  difeafe,  commonly  cal¬ 
led,  cold  in  the  head,  becaufe  it  can  only  be 
procured  in  fufficient  quantity  in  fuch  a  cafe. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  difeafe,  it  is 
clear  and  tranfparent  like  water  ;  its  odour  is 
fcarcely  fenfible,  and  its  tafle  is  faline,  and 
flightly  acrid.  Hence  it  tickles  and  irritates, 
and  gives  rife  to  fneezing,  as  it  exudes  from 
the  glands  of  the  membrana  pituitaria. 

As,  in  this  date,  it  prefents  us  with  aimed: 
the  fame  properties  with  the  tears,  we  will 
only  take  notice  of  a  few  flight  diftin&ions  we 
have  obferved. 

Like  the  lacrymal  fluid,  it  contains  muriat 
of  foda,  foda,  and  fome  particles  of  phofphat 
of  lime,  and  of  foda.  At  the  end  of  colds  of 
the  head,  and  after  the  irritation  of  the  mem¬ 
brana  pituitaria  has  ceafed,  this  fluid  flows 
more  flowly,  and  remains  longer  attached  to 
the  fide  of  the  nafal  cavities.  There  it  under¬ 
goes  feveral  alterations,  of  which,  the  refults 

K  3  have 


i$o 


MEDICAL 


have  long  been  known,  but  whofe  caufe 
has  hitherto  efcaped  the  notice  of  phyficians. 

i ft.  The  heat  produced  by  the  topical  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  parts,  thickens  the  fluid 
more  quickly. 

i id ,  The  air,  which  paffes  in  great  quantity 
through  the  noftrils,  depofites  there  a  quanti¬ 
ty  of  oxygen  ;  and  hence,  the  thick  puriform 
confidence,  and  yellow  or  green  ifh  colour  of 
.  this  fluid. 

3 d,  A  portion  of  the  carbonic  acid,  expired 
by  the  lungs,  unites  with  the  foda  of  the  mu¬ 
cus  of  the  nofe,  and  gives  it  the  property  of 
precipitating  lime-water,  and  barytic  fairs. 

it  is  thus,  we  imagine,  that  the  matter  which 
adheres  to  the  windpipe  and  bronchia:  of 
thofe  labouring  under  cold  of  the  bread,  is 
thickened,  and  becomes  yellow.  The  mucus 
of  the  nofe,  when  thickened,  in  general  gets 
a  deeper  yellow  colour  than  the  tears  in  the 
lacrymal  lac,  which  is  the  natural  confequence 
of  the  caufe  of  thefe  changes ;  the  mucus 
of  the  nofe  being  in  continual  contact  with  the 
air*  while  the  tears  are  expofed  to  it  only 
as  they  pafs  along  the  furface  of  the  eye* 
t<y  enter  the  pun&a  lacrymalia,  Hence  alfo, 
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the  mucus  of  the  nofe  gets  more  vifcofity  and 
tenacity  than  the  tears,  in  confequence  of  the 
change. 

In  order  to  avoid  the  objections  which  might 
be  made  to  cur  experiments,  on  account  of  the 
mixture  which  happens  of  the  tears,  and  mu¬ 
cus  in  the  cavities  of  the  nofe,  we  collect¬ 
ed  this  laft  in  a  perfon  whofe  lacrymal  duds 
were  obftruCted  at  their  lower  part ;  and  we 
found  it  perfectly  fimilarin  its  properties  to  the 
lacrymal  fluid. 

The  difeafe  produced  in  the  nofe  by  the 
oxygenated  muriatic  acid,  and  its  analogy  with 
fome  natural  difeafes  of  the  nafal  cavities,  is 
next  confide  red. 

The  nafal  mucus,  which  we  obtained  by  re- 
fpiring  the  vapour  of  oxygenated  muriatic  acid* 
was  exaCtly  of  the  fame  nature  with  that,  ex¬ 
creted  in  colds  of  the  head,  except  that  the 
firft  portions  did  not  contain  pure  foda,  and  did 
not  turn  vegetable  blues  green.  This  analogy 
is  not  wonderful,  as  there  is  no  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  natural  affections  of  the  membranes 
of  the  nofe,  and  thefymptoms  which  the  aCtion  of 
that  acid  gives  rife  to  in  thefc  parts.  The  firff  ef- 
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felt  or  the  vapour  of  the  oxygenated  muriatic  a- 
cid,  is  to  caufe  a  fenfe  of  flriclure,  and  infupport- 
able  pain  in  the  frontal  finufes,  and  Hill  more 
in  the  pofterior  nafal  finufes :  fneezing  foon 
follows,  and  prefently  there  is  an  abundant 
effuficn  of  a  liquid  as  clear  as  cryflal.  The 
fneezings  are  fometimes  fo  quickly  repeated, 
that  an  abundant  fweat  covers  the  body  of  the 
perfon  who  experiences  this  effeft  from  the 
acid.  M.  Vauquelin  has  fometimes  had  his 
bread  fo  tired,  that  he  dreaded  hasmoptyfis; 
but,  although  very  often  expofed  to  the  action 
of  this  acid,  he  has  never  fpit  up  blood.  The 
effufion  of  the  nafal  mucus  has  been  fometimes 
fo  copious  in  his  cafe,  that  he  has  collected  two 
ounces  in  half  an  hour.  After  the  mod  vio¬ 
lent  fymptoms  of  this  kind  of  artificial  flux, 
from  the  membranes  of  the  nofe  and  bottom 
of  the  throat,  has  ccafed,  there  flill  remains  for 
feveral  hours,  atigbmefs,  orakindof  infupport- 
able  fliffnefs,  in  all  the  parts  which  were  Ob¬ 
jected  to  the  action  of  the  oxygenated  muriatic 
acid.  When  the  running  has  flopped  entire¬ 
ly,  the  canals  and  finufes  of  the  nofe  are  fluffed; 
the?  do  not  allow  the  paffage  of  air  for  re- 
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fpiration ;  and  a  fenfation,  as  if  much  ade#ed 
with  cold  in  the  head,  is  felt. 

The  mucus  is  fo  thickened,  that  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  extra#  it  by  the  a#ion  of  blowing  the 
nofe,  until  it  be  (if  we  may  fay  fo)  ripe:  then 
it  detaches  itfelf  in  confiderable  mafies,  very 
thick,  of  a  greenidi  yellow  colour.  If  the  va¬ 
pour  of  the  acid  palled  into  the  windpipe,  or  if 
its  effecis  fpread  by  degrees  to  that  organ,  the 
confequence  was,  a  cold  of  the  breafl,  with  re¬ 
gular  and  condant  periods.  An  acrid  heat  was 
felt  in  the  bread  ;  a  hard  cough  laded  feveral 
days  ;  the  voice  became  hoarfe  ;  the  appetite 
diminiflied ;  and  the  food  feemed  to  want  fa¬ 
vour  :  nay,  there  was  often  a  pretty  fmart  fe¬ 
ver,  and  a  dull  headach,  which  dupified  the 
fenfes,  and  put  the  perfon  who  tried  the  expe^ 
riment,  in  a  very  difagreeable  fituation  for  fe¬ 
veral  days. 

After  thcfefafts,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
oxygen  of  the  muriatic  acid  having  produced 
here  an  artificial  cold,  fince  the  vapour  of  other 
acids,  which  did  not  contain  the  oxygen  in  a  date 
fodetached,didnotproduce  the  fame  ede#s.  The 
ppndenfed  oxygen  feemed  to  irritate  the  glands 
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of  the  membrane  of  the  nofe,  by  caufmg  them 
tocontraft;  while,  at  the  fame  time,  a  greater 
quantity  of  fluid  than  ordinary  is  expreffed  from 
them.  Is  there  not,  then,  an  analogy  between 
the  caufe  of  thefe  artificial  colds  of  the  head  and 

i 

bread,  and  that  which  generally  gives  rife  to 
natural  colds  ?  May  it  not,  in  many  cafes,  be 
afcribed  to  the  oxygen  in  the  atmofphere  being 
too  much  condenfed  by  fevere  and  penetrating 
cold  ?  When  expofed  to  very  dry  cold  air, 
does  not  a  conftri&ion  take  place  in  the  mem¬ 
branes  which  line  the  nofe  and  windpipe  ? 
May  we  not  afcribe  to  the  fame  caufe,  the  ir¬ 
ritation  of  the  fibres  for  the  fecretion  of  mu¬ 
cus,  the  extraordinary  flow  of  mucus,  and  the 
thickening  which  takes  place  when  that  fluid 
begins  to  be  lefs  abundant  ? 

An  analogy,  striking  to  thofe  who  are  fub- 
je£t  to  that  difeafe,  and  who  are  violently  af¬ 
fected  by  the  oxygenated  muriatic  acid,  be¬ 
tween  the  fenfations  produced  by  cold  and  by 
this  acid,  and  an  almofl  perfect  identity  of  the 
fymptoms  in  the  two  difeafes,  add,  without 
doubt,  great  weight  to  this  opinion  :  but  we 
muff  grant,  that,  in  natural  colds,  the  caufes 
are  often  complicated. 

We 
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The  lame  ingenious  authors  have  promifed 
to  profecute  their  refearches  into  the  nature  o£ 
thefe  fluids,  and  to  enter  more  into  the  detail 
of  this  fubjett,  in  a  Memoir  upon  the  caufes 
and  progrefs  of  colds,  or  rheums  in  the  head, 
and  of  feyeral  difeafes  of  the  bread, 
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Fhannacopceia  Collegii  Regii  Medicorum  Edin ▼ 
burgenfis .  8vo,  1792. 

r  g  "*HE  College  of  Phyficians  of  Edinburgh, 
A  have  followed,  with  refpeft  to  their 
Pharmacopoeia,  a  plan  different  from  that  of 
the  London  College.  The  latter  allowed  near 
half  a  century  to  elapfe  between  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  laft  edition  of  their  Pharmacopoeia, 
which  appeared  in  the  year  1788,  and  that 
which  immediately  preceded  it,  which  was  pub- 
liflied  as  early  as  the  year  1746.  The  Edin¬ 
burgh  College,  on  the  other  hand,  have  made 
it  a  rule,  to  publifli  a  new  edition  of  their 
Pharmacopoeia,  every  ten  or  twelve  years. 
This  plan,  we  are  inclined  to  think,  is  in  many 
refpe&s  preferable  to  the  other.  For,  by  this 
means,  the  fucceffive  improvements  gradually 
made  in  the  pra&ical  part  of  medicine,  and 

1 

thofe  fciences  moft  nearly  conne&ed  with  it, 
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are  fooner  introduced  into  eftablifhed  practice, 
and  recommended  by  refpeCtable  authority. 
But,  befides  this,  when  the  publication  of  dif¬ 
ferent  editions  takes  place  at  fhort  intervals, 
fewer  changes  become  neceflary,  and  confe- 
qtiently  they  are  more  readily  and  more  eafily 
adopted.  For  alterations  may  with  eafe  be  ef¬ 
fected  in  a  gradual  manner,  which  cannot  be 
accomplifhed  at  once,  without  very  great  trou¬ 
ble.  Even  the  interval  between  publications 
which  has  been  allowed  to  elapfe  by  the  Edin¬ 
burgh  College,  feems  to  be  too  long.  And 
perhaps  it  would  be  an  improvement  of  medi¬ 
cal  police,  if  the  Britifh  Legillature  were  to 
direCt  the  Colleges  of  Phyficians  under  their  ju- 
rifdiCtion,  which  may  be  confidered  as  councils 
of  health  for  the  kingdom,  to  publifh  a  new 
edition  of  their  Pharmacopoeia,  every  five  years. 
For,  by  this  means,  ufeful  alterations  would 
neceflarily  be  fooner  introduced  into  common 
practice. 

To  this  eighth  edition  of  the  Edinburgh 
Pharmacopoeia,  an  addrefs  to  the  reader  i$ 
prefixed,  which  firft  appeared  at  the  beginning 
of  their  Pharmacopoeia,  publifhed  in  1722, 
and  which  was  reprinted  in  feveral  fucceeding 
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editions.  The  intention,  of  again  reprinting 
it,  is  probably  to  fhew  apothecaries  the  autho¬ 
rity  pofTefTed  by  the  College  of  Phyficians  of 
Edinburgh,  founded  on  an  aft  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  of  Scotland,  for  regulating  the  pra&ice 
of  Pharmacy  in  that  part  of  Britain. 

In  an  additional  preface,  peculiar  to  the 
prefenr.  edition,  the  reader  is  informed, 
that,  in  the  work  now  prefented  to  the 
public,  the  College  have  chiefly  follow¬ 
ed  the  fever rh  edition  of  their  Pharmaco¬ 
poeia.  never  deviating  from  it,  without  flrong 
reasons.  From  an  attentive  comparifon,  how¬ 
ever.  of  the  two,  it  will  foon  appear  to  the 
difcenhm;  reader,  that  not  a  few  changes  have 
been  thought  aecefiary. 

In  the  lift  of  the  Materia  Medica,  the  Col¬ 
lege,  in  place  of  referring,  as  formerly,  to  an 
old  edition  of  the  Species  plantarum  of  Lin¬ 
naeus,  have,  in  general,  referred  to  the  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Syfteina  vegetabilium  of  that  illuf- 
trious  author,  published  by  the  late  celebrated 
Profeffor  Murray  of  Gottingen,  which  con¬ 
tains  not  only  all  the  improvements  made  by 
Linnaeus  him  felf  during  his  lifetime,  but  likewife 
molt  of  the  dift  overies  of  fucceeding  botantfls. 
But  where  particular  articles  have  been  more 
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minutely  defcribed  by  eminent  botanifts,  in  pub¬ 
lications  of  {till  later  date,  luch  as,  the  Geoftrcea 
inermis  by  Dr  Wright,  the  Styrax  Benzoe 
by  Dr  Dryander,  &c.  thefe  defcriptions  are 
quoted  from  the  A 61  a  Londinenfia,  Holmienfia, 
and  other  works  of  credit. 

To  the  prefent  lift  of  the  Materia  Medica, 
feveral  articles,  which  did  not  enter  the  laft, 
fuch  as  the  Anguftura,  Arfenicum,  Barytes, 
Cajaputa,  La61uca  virofa,  Nicotiana  and  Spon- 
gia,  are  added.  A  very  few,  as  the  China- 
baris  fa&itia,  and  Fceniculum  vulgare,have  been 
thrown  out.  The  Cinnamomum,  as  the 
reader  may  readily  conclude,  from  obferv- 
ing  that  it  enters  into  various  compofitions 
in  the  after  parts  of  the  work,  has  been  ac¬ 
cidentally  omitted.  Several  names,  formerly 
affixed  to  articles  in  this  lift,  which  were  de¬ 
rived  from  erroneous  ideas  refpe&ing  the  na¬ 
ture  of  thefe  fubftances,  and  which,  of  courfe, 
tended  to  miftead,  have  been  altered.  Thus,  the 
nameCatechu,  is  fubftituted  for  Terra  japonica, 
the  article  being  in  reality  a  vegetable  extract  ; 
Lapilli  cancrorum,  is  employed  for  Oculi  can- 
crorumj  and  Sevum  ceti,  for  Sperma  ceti. 

On 
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On  the  fame  principles,  the  removal,  vi i, 
of  abfurd  names,  and  the  introdu&ion  of  fuch 
as  will  convey  a  juft  idea  of  the  nature  of  the 
fubftance  employed,  more  numerous  changes 
have  taken  place  among  the  names  ufed 
in  the  fecond  part  of  this  work,  that,  viz* 
which  refpe&s  the  Medicamenta  preeparata  et 
compofita.  It  has,  in  general,  been  the  aim 
of  the  College,  to  name  every  article,  not 
from  its  fuppofed  virtues,  but  from  thofe  parts 
on  which  its  activity  principally  depends. 
Thus,  in  place  of  the  terms,  Elixir  Proprieta- 
tis,  Stomachicum,  Traumaticum,  Paregoricum, 
Sacrum,  Salutis,  &c.  they  have  employed 
Tinchira  Aloes  cum  Myrrha,  Geutianm  compo¬ 
fita,  Benzoini  compofita,  Opii  ammoniata,  Rhei 
compofita,  Sennce  compofita,  &c.  Among  the 
chemical  preparations,  there  was  (till  greater  lati¬ 
tude  for  a  change  being  made  with  advantage. 
Thus,  the  diftilled  waters  are  no  longer  con¬ 
founded  with  the  fpirits  obtained  from  the 
fame  articles ;  and,  of  courfe,  the  term  Aqua 
fpirituofa,  is  entirely  reje&ed.  A  fimilar  fyf* 
tem  of  change  has  been  adopted  through  the 
faiine  and  metallic  preparations ;  and  from  the 
names  now  introduced,  thofe  who  have  even 
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but  a  very  flight  acquaintance  with  chemiftry, 
can  be  at  no  lofs  in  forming  a  juft  idea  of  the 
nature  and  compofition  of  every  article* 

In  this  important  change  of  nomenclature, 
it  mud,  indeed,  be  allowed,  that  the  Edin¬ 
burgh  College  have  only  followed  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  that  of  London  ;  and  it  feems  to  have 
been  their  view,  to  render  the  medical  lan¬ 
guage  for  prefeription,  in  different  parts  of 
Britain,  not  diflimilar.  But  the  Edinburgh 
College  have,  by  no  means,  implicitly  follow¬ 
ed  that  of  London,  in  their  change  of  names. 
Thus,  for  exprefling  the  foflile  alkali,  the 
London  College  have  employed  the  term  Na¬ 
tron,  a  word  of  ambiguous  meaning  among 
the  ancients,  and  approaching  very  nearly  to 
the  term  Nitrum,  with  which,  it  has  often 
been  confounded.  To  avoid  the  inconveni¬ 
ence  arifing  from  thefe  fources,  the  Edinburgh 
College,  for  exprefiing  the  foflile  alkali,  have 
employed  the  term  Soda  ;  a  word  fan&ioned, 
at  lead,  by  the  authority  of  the  mod  eminent 
modern  chemids.  For  exprefling  the  vege¬ 
table  alkali,  the  London  College  have  employ¬ 
ed  the  term  Kali ;  a  word  not  only  exception¬ 
able,  from  its  being  indeclinable,  but  from  its 
Vol.  VII.  Dec*  II.  L  being 
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being  already  appropriated  by  the  Botanifts, 
to  a  particular  plant,  from  the  allies  of  which, 
the  foffile  alkali  is  very  frequently  obtained. 
For  thefe  reafons,  the  Edinburgh  College 
thought  another  term  neceffary;  and  have  em¬ 
ployed  that  of  Lixiva  ;  a  word  fan&ioned  by 
the  authority  of  Pliny,  Columella,  and  fome 
other  diftinguifhed  ancients.  Thefe  changes 
neceffarily  lead  to  fome  difference  in  the  names 
of  the  compound  falts.  Thus,  what  was  for¬ 
merly  known  by  the  name  of  diuretic  fait,  or 
regenerated  tartar,  is  the  Kali  acetatum  of  the 
one  college,  and  the  Lixiva  acetata,  of  the  o- 
ther.  The  purging  fait,  which  formerly  de¬ 
rived  its  name  from  Glauber  the  chemiff,  is 
the  Natron  vitriolatum  of  the  one,  the  Soda 
vitriolata  of  the  other.  From  this  variety, 
however,  hardly  any  difficulty  can  arife  to  any 
one,  qualified  for  being  employed  in  the  fhop 
of  an' apothecary.  And  from  the  new  names 
employed  by  both  Colleges,  fome  knowledge 
will  neceffarily  be  obtained  of  the  nature  of 
the  article.  We  cannot  help  thinking,  how¬ 
ever,  that,  in  thefe  particulars,  the  nomencla¬ 
ture  adopted  by  the  Edinburgh  College,  is, 
upon  the  whole,  preferable. 
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To  prevent,  as  far  as  poflible,  any  mi  (lake 
or  inconvenience  from  the  new  names,  they 
have  not  only  fubjoined  to  this  edition  of  their 
Pharmacopoeia,  an  Index  nominum  mutato- 
rum,  but  have  alfo,  in  the  text,  reprinted  the 

:  t  t 

vulgar  as  well  as  the  proper  names.  By  this 
means,  a  very  flight  degree  of  attention  only, 
will  be  fufficient  to  enable  any  one  to  acquire 
a  full  acquaintance  with  their  new  nomencla¬ 
ture. 

■  j  »  »  * 

But,  befides  the  change  of  names,  the  E- 
dinburgh  College,  in  the  prefent  edition  of 
their  Pharmacopoeia,  have,  in  almofl  every 
fe&ion  of  that  part  of  their  work,  which  treats 
of  the  Medicamenta  prasparata  et  compofita, 
made  conflderable  improvements,  by  the  alte¬ 
ration  of  fome  compofltions,  and  the  addition 
of  others. 

Under  the  head  of  the  Praeparationes  fim- 
pliciores,  they  have  introduced  an  Opium  pu- 
rificatum,  an  article  highly  neceflary  for  avoid¬ 
ing  the  uncertainty  and  inconvenience  which 
often  refults,  from  various  foreign  matters 
which  opium  frequently  contains,  in  the  [fate 

.  K  -  » 

in  which  it  is  imported  to  us.  They  have  add¬ 
ed  Conferva  Cynofbati,  an  article  frequent¬ 
ly  employed  as  a  vehicle  for  more  aftive  fub- 
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fiances ;  and  Succus  fpifiatus  la&ucse  virofa, 
an  article  reprefented  by  fome  accurate  obferv- 
ers,  as  poflefling  very  a&ive  powers.  Among 
the  Infufions,  they  have  introduced  an  in- 
fufum  catechu,  a  much  more  elegant  formula 
for  the  exhibition  of  that  vegetable  adringenr, 
than  the  diffufion  of  the  ele&uarium  japonicum, 
as  it  was  formerly  called,  in  water.  For,  by 
this  means,  the  medicine  is  entirely  freed  from 
thofe  impurities,  often  attached  in  fuch  quan¬ 
tities  to  the  extra&um  catechu,  as  to  lead  to 
its  being  millaken  for  an  earth. 

To  the  Deco&ions  feveral  are  added,  as  the 
Deco&ura  Cinchonas,  GeofFrasas,  Mezerei  and 
Sarfaparillas.  Thefe,  indeed,  are  extempo¬ 
raneous  articles,  which  cannot  be  kept  ready 
prepared  in  the  £hop  of  the  apothecary :  and 
the  flrength  of  deco&ions  of  thefe  articles, 
mud  often  be  accommodated  to  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  cafe.  But,  at  the  fame  time, 
no  inconvenience  can  arife,  and  fome  benefit  • 
may  be  obtained*  from  there  being  a  fixed  for¬ 
mula,  to  which  a  pra&itioner  may  have  re- 
courfe  when  he  thinks  necefiary. 

An  alteration  is  made  in  the  preparation 
of  the  Syrupus  Limonum,  with  the  view  of 

rendering 
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rendering  it  a  more  agreeable,  and  of  the  Syru- 
pus  papaverum,  with  the  view  of  rendering  it 
a  more  deady,  medicine.  The  Vinum  antimo- 
niale  of  the  lad  edition,  is  expunged,  as  be¬ 
ing  much  more  precarious,  in  point  of  drength, 
than  the  Vinum  antimonii  tartarifati,  which 
anfwers  the  fame  purpofes ;  and  the  Vinum 
millepedatum,  is  left  out,  as  being  an  ufelefs 
article.  But  a  Vinum  nicotiance,  is  introdu¬ 
ced,  which  is  one  of  the  bed  formula?  under 
which  that  a&ive  article  can  be  exhibited, 
when  intended  to  a&  as  a  diuretic.  A  formu¬ 
la  is  introduced  for  an  Acetum  aromaticum  7 
an  article  which  may  be  of  confiderable  ufe, 
where  vinegar  is  employed  for  countera&ing 
contagion  ;  and  which  may  be  confidered  as  an 
elegant  reformation  of  v/hat  was  formerly- 
known  under  the  name  of  Thieves  vinegar, 
an  article  celebrated  even  againd  the  conta¬ 
gion  of  the  plague. 

The  Tin&ura  faturnina  is  omitted,  as  be¬ 
ing,  in  reality,  in  the  mode  in  which  it  was 
directed  to  be  made,  a  preparation  rather  of 
iron  than  of  lead,  as  was  intended.  A  Tinc- 
tura  Colombce  has  been  added,  as  being  an  e- 
iegant  and  advantageous  form  for  exhibiting 
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that  ufeful  article  in  many  different  cafes.  A 
confiderable  alteration  is  made  in  the  (Length 
pf  the  Tin&ura  opii,  that  the  Liquid  Laur 
danum,  as  it  is  called,  prepared  in  London  and 
in  Edinburgh,  may  not  differ  fo  much  in 
point  of  (Length,  as  was  formerly  the  cafe. 
But  although  the  Edinburgh  College  now  di¬ 
re#  only  one  part  of  opium  to  twelve  of  men- 
hruum,  in  place  of  one  to  nine,  their  former 
proportion ;  yet  the  difference  of  (Length  is 
Jefs  confiderable  than  might  at  firfl  be  imagin¬ 
ed,  as  the  Tin#ure  is  now  dire#ed  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  with  purified  opium.  And  by  this  aite- 

r 

ration,  the  medicine  will  unquehionably  be 
more  heady  than  when  prepared  with  opium, 
Containing  very  different  proportions  of  foreign 

*  i  i  «* 

matter. 

Among  the  faline  preparations,  the  Edin¬ 
burgh  College  have  introduced  a  Soda  Phof- 
phorata.  This  new  purging  fair,  which,  as 

i  »  •  • 

may  be  inferred  from  the  name,  is  a  compo- 
firion  of  the  fixed  foffile  alkali,  with  the  Phof- 
phoric  acid,  and  therefore  is  nearly  allied  to 
the  Soda  vitriolata,  or  Glauber’s  fait,  and  to 
the  Soda  tartarifata  or  Rochelle  fait,  has  now, 
we  believe,  for  the  firfl  time,  a  place  in  any 
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pharmacopoeia.  For  the  invention  of  this 
compofition,  and  its  introdu&ion  into  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  medicine,  the  public  are  indebted  to 
that  ingenious  phyfician,  and  able  chemiff, 
Dr  George  Pearfon  of  London.  It  may  cer¬ 
tainly  be  confidered  as  an  important  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  {hops  of  the  apothecaries.  Al¬ 
though  it  cannot  be  reprefented  as  equally  ad¬ 
apted  to  every  cafe,  and  to  every  conflitu- 
tion  ;  yet  it  is,  we  think,  upon  the  whole, 
preferable  to  any  of  the  purging  falts  yet  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  pra&ice  of  medicine.  For, 
when  taken  in  a  fufficient  quantity  of  veal 
broth,  beef  tea,  or  any  fimilar  fluid,  it  gives 
no  more  tafte  than  would  arife  from  a  proper 
proportion  of  common  culinary  fait ;  and,  at 
the  fame  time,  operates  freely,  without  gripes, 
or  any  other  uneafinefs,  to  the  patient. 

Under  the  head  of  Mercurial  preparations, 
the  Edinburgh  College  have  now,  for  the 
firfl  time,  given  a  place  to  a  Hydrargyrus  ace- 
tatus,  which,  as  the  name  imports,  confifls  of 
mercury  brought  to  a  faline  flare  by  means  of 
the  acetous  acid.  It  contains,  therefore,  the 
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fame  conflituent  parts  with  a  celebrated  arca¬ 
num,  which  has  long  been  vended  under  the 
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name  of  Keyfer’s  pill.  And  although  the 
mode  of  preparation  here  directed,  be  much 
more  fimple  than  that  publiflied  feveral 
years  ago,  by  authority  of  the  French  Go¬ 
vernment,  after  the  fecret  had  been  pur- 
chafed  from  Mr  Keyfer,  yet  there  cannot  be 
a  doubt,  that  this  formula  furnifhes  a  medi¬ 
cine,  in  no  refpeft  inferior  to  the  pills  prepar¬ 
ed  by  Mr  Keyfer  himfelf. 

Another  new  mercurial,  introduced  into  the 
prefent  edition  of  the  Edinburgh  Pharmaco¬ 
poeia,  is  the  Hydrargyrus  muriatus  praecipita* 
tus.  By  this  procefs,  that  article,  long  known 
in  the  (hops  by  the  name  of  Calomel,  the 
Hydrargyrus  muriatus  mitis,  as  it  is  now  {lyb 
ed,  is  obtained  in  the  liquid  way.  And  it 
poffdTes  not  a  tew  advantages  over  that  formed 
from  fublimation.  For  here,  there  is  no  rifk 
of  fuperabundant  acid  ;  and,  by  the  mode  of 
preparation,  it  is  at  once  obtained  under  the 
form  of  a  fubriie  powder,  without  the  trouble  of 
levigation,  which  is  required  to  be  performed 
with  very  great  attention,  where  Calomel  is 
prepared  in  the  ordinary  way.  Although, 
therefore,  the  preparations  of  mercury  have 
already,  perhaps,  been  multiplied  much  farther 
than  is  necefiary,  as  will  appear  from  the 
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tables  of  mercurials  introduced  into  different 
chemical  works ;  yet,  to  the  feleCtion  which 
the  Edinburgh  pharmacopoeia  contained,  thefe 
two  may  be  confidered  as  no  unimportant  ad¬ 
dition. 

The  method  now  adopted  by  the  Edinburgh 
College,  for  the  preparation  of  the  Antimoni- 
ura  muriatum,  formerly  ftyled  the  Butyrutq, 
antimonii,  or  Caufticum  antbnoniale,  is  a  con- 
fiderable  improvement  of  that  which  was  di¬ 
rected  in  laft  edition  of  their  Pharmacopoeia, 
x^nd  by  the  procefs  now  recommended,  this 
article  can  be  made  at  much  lefs  expence  ;  a 
circumftance  the  rather  defirable,  becaufe  it 
is  from  the  Antimonium  muriatum,  that  the 
Edinburgh  College  dire#  the  Antimonium  tar- 
tarifatum,  or  Tartar  emetic,  as  it  is  commonly 
called,  the  mod  common,  and  mod  ufeful  of 
all  the  antimonials  to  be  prepared.  And  there 
is  reafon  to  believe,  that  Tartar  emetic,  prepar¬ 
ed  from  the  Antimonium  muriatum,  is  a  more  uni¬ 
form  and  fteady  medicine,  than  when  it  is  made, 
either  with  the  Vitrum  antimonii,  formerly  uf- 
ed  by  the  Edinburgh  College,  or  with  the 
Crocus  antimonii,  now  directed  by  that  of 
London. 
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A  new  antimonial  is  introduced  into  the 
prefent  edition  of  the  Edinburgh  Pharmaco¬ 
poeia,  under  the  title  of  Antimonium  Calcareo- 
phofphoratum.  For  this,  as  well  as  the  Soda 
phofphorata,  the  publick  are  indebted  to  Dr 
Pearfon.  By  a  very  ingenious  and  judicious 
analyfis,  publifhed  in  the  Philofophical  Tranf- 
a&ions,  Dr  Pearfon  has  demonttrated,  that 
this  article,  which  has  alfo  a  place  in  the  Lon¬ 
don  Pharmacopoeia,  under  the  title  of  Pulvis 
antimonialis,  is  precifely  the  fame  with  that 
which  has  been  fo  long  celebrated  under  the 
name  of  Dr  James’s  Fever  powder.  And,  al¬ 
though  experience  has  now  demonttrated,  that 
this  fever  powder  by  no  means  poiTefles  thofe 
extraordinary  virtues  which  were  once  attribut¬ 
ed  to  it  \  yet  it  may  juttly  be  confidered  as 
well  deferving  a  place  in  our  Pharmacopoeias. 

On  the  powders,  ele&uaries,  and  pills,  few 
changes  have  been  made ;  and  the  fame  fyf- 
tem,  as  formerly,  is  adopted  with  regard  to 
the  ointments,  liniments,  cerates  and  platters, 
by  introducing  a  Linimentum,  Unguentum,  Ce- 
ratum  et  Emplaftrum  fimplex,  which  ferve  as 
a  bafis  for  all  other  compofitions  of  this  kind. 
But  the  laft  formula  in  the  prefent  Pliarmaco* 
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pceia,  the  Emplaftrum  cantharidum,  or  com¬ 
mon  bliftering  plafler,  is  confiderably  improv¬ 
ed  by  the  fubftirution  of  flieep  fuet,  for  hogs 
lard,  which  was  directed  in  the  former  edition. 
By  this  change,  the  plafter  becomes  more  ad- 
hefive,  and  much  lefs  apt  to  melt  from  the 
heat  of  the  body  ;  while  it  Hill  continues  fuf- 
ficiently  fort  to  admit  of  being  fpread,  without 
having  recourfe  to  a  hot  iron,  by  which  the 
hies  are  in  danger  of  being  burnt. 

To  this  edition  of  the  Edinburgh  Pharma¬ 
copoeia,  befides  the  indexes  already  referred  to, 
is  annexed  a  table,  fnnilar  to  that  in  the  Lon¬ 
don,  and  feveral  foreign  Pharmacopoeias,  point¬ 
ing  out  the  quantity  of  opium,  antimony,  and 
mercury,  entering  a  determined  quantity  of  the 
different  compcfitions.  The  reader  is  alfo  in¬ 
formed,  by  an  advertifement  fubjoined  to  the 
work,  that,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
College  of  Phyficians,  glafs  meafures  for  wine, 
water,  and  watery  fluids,  accommodated  to  the 
Troy  weight,  and  phials  of  a  particular  fhape, 
intended  to  be  appropriated  to  Laudanum  on¬ 
ly,  are  made  by  the  Edinburgh  Glafs-houfe 
company,  and  fold  by  the  principal  druggifts 
and  apothecaries  in  Edinburgh. 
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From  the  employment  of  thefe  articles, 
which  have  never  hitherto  been  introduced  in* 
to  the  (hops,  many  conveniences  mutt  arife,  as 
tending  to  facilitate  the  bufmefs  of  the  apothe¬ 
cary.  The  London  College,  indeed,  for  ob¬ 
taining  that  facility  in  compofition  which  mea- 
furing  affords,  have,  throughout  their  Pharmaco¬ 
poeia,  in  general  directed  the  quantity  of  fluids 

1 

entering  compofitions  to  be  determined  by  mea- 
fure ;  and  accordingly,  in  every  formula,  they 
have  fubjoined  the  letters  P  and  M,  to  denote 
whether  the  article  is  to  be  taken  pondere  or 
menfura .  But  it  need  not  be  obferved,  that 
the  employment,  in  the  fame  receipt,  of  the 
terms  pounds  and  ounces,  denoting  different 
quantities  of  matter,  mud  be  produ&ive  of 
many  inconveniences ;  and  that,  in  mofl  inftan* 
ces,  where  the  quantity  of  the  fubftance  acted 
upon  is  determined  by  Troy  weight,  and  that 
of  the  menftruum  by  Avoirdupois  weight,  a 
very  tedious,  and  often  a  very  difficult  calcula¬ 
tion  will  be  neceffary,  for  afcertaining  the  pro¬ 
portion  which  the  one  bears  to  the  other. 
But,  by  poffeffing  proper  meafures,  accommo¬ 
dated  to  the  Troy  weight,  all  this  inconveni¬ 
ence  is  avoided  ;  and  from  thefe  meafures  be- 
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ing  made  of  glafs,  not  only  greater  cleanlinefs, 
but  many  other  advantages  alfo,  may  be  ob¬ 
tained.  Such  meafures  have  long  been  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  chemifls ;  and  may,  at  lead,  with 
equal  facility  and  advantage,  be  introduced  in¬ 
to  the  (hops  of  the  apothecaries. 

From  appropriating  to  Laudanum  only, 
phials  of  a  particular  fliape  and  flru&ure, 
many  advantages  may  be  obtained.  By  this 
means,  it  will  hardly  be  poflible  to  employ,  by 
miftake,  a  phial  containing  Laudanum,  for  one 
with  any  other  fluid  of  nearly  the  fame  colour; 
and  thus  the  future  occurrence  of  thofe  unfor¬ 
tunate  and  melancholy  accidents,  which  have 
fometimes  arifen  from  inattention,  will  be  pre¬ 
vented.  But,  befides  this,  when  it  is  confider- 
ed  that  the  dofe  of  Laudanum  is  generally  li¬ 
mited  by  the  number  of  drops,  and  that  the 
fize  of  a  drop  is  much  varied  by  the  fliape  of 
the  mouth  of  the  phial,  it  is  evident,  that  it  is 
only  from  having  phials  of  the  fame  fliape  in 
different  (hops,  that  any  uniformity  in  dofe  can 
be  obtained.  For  thefe  reafons,  the  Edin¬ 
burgh  College  have  recommended,  that  the 
phials  appropriated  to  Laudanum,  in  the  fhops 
of  all  the  apothecaries,  fliould  not  only  be  of  a 
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peculiar  figure,  but  fhould  alfo  be  as  nearly  as 
poflible  of  the  fame  fhape,  and  the  fame  thick- 
nefs  of  lip. 

In  all  thefe  different  particulars  which  have 
been  pointed  out,  the  prefent  edition  of  the 
Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia  rauft  appear  to  be 
an  attempt  towards  progreffive  reformation ; 
and  we  hope,  that  it  may  at  lead:  tend  fome- 
what  towards  the  gradual  improvement  of 
the  healing  art. 
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Nouveau  Elan  de  Conflitution ,  /#  Mede- 

cine  en  France .  Vide  Hi  (loir  e  de  la  Societe 
Roy  ale  de  Medecine,  Annees  1777-8.  410, 

Paris,  1790. 

1  \  "'HIS  elaborate  produ&ion,  the  work  of  a 
Committee  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Medi¬ 
cine  at  Paris,  mayjuftly  beconfidered  as,  on  many 
accounts,  claiming  the  mofl  ferious  attention 
from  every  medical  pra&itioner.  We  are  in¬ 
deed,  of  opinion,  that  the  plan  here  propofed 
for  the  inftru&ion  of  thofe  who  are  to  prac- 
tife  medicine,  and  for  the  improvement  of  the 
art  itfelF,  will  never  be  fully  carried  into  exe¬ 
cution  in  any  country.  And  we  alfo  think, 
that,  in  not  a  few  particulars,  it  is  liable  to  very 
great  obje&ions.  Yet  we  believe,  that  there 
is  no  fchool  of  medicine  at  preient  in  exig¬ 
ence,  which  may  not  be  materially  improved, 
by  adopting  fome  things  here  fuggefted.  And 
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we  are  perfuaded,  that  there  is  no  pra&itionef 
of  medicine,  anxious  either  to  increafe  his  own 
knowledge,  or  to  advance  the  progrefs  of  the 
healing  art,  who  may  not  receive  eflential 
information  from  an  attentive  perufal  of  it. 
As  any  analyfis  or  abridgment  would  be  but 
an  inadequate  method  of  obtaining  thefe  be¬ 
nefits,  we  fliall  here  prefent  our  readers  with 
a  complete  tranflation  of  this  important  arti¬ 
cle,  omitting  only  a  few  fe&ions,  which,  to  us, 
do  not  feem  to  be  immediately  conne&ed  with 
the  improvement  of  medical  education  or  prac¬ 
tice. 

INTRODUCTION. 

General  Views  on  the  Reform  which  the  Heal* 
ing  Art  requires ,  and  on  the  necejfity  of  again 
reducing  it  to  that  fimple  fate  in  which  it 
was  in  the  time  of  Hippocrates ,  by  uniting 
the  practice  of  Fhyfic  with  that  of  Surgery „ 

As  public  inftruftion  is  one  of  the  principal 
foundations  on  which  public  liberty  fliould 
reft,  the  numerous  alterations  in  that  part 
of  Government,  acknowledged  to  be  necef- 
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fary,  cannot  be  too  fpeedily  accomplished. 
The  mofl  effential  departments  of  literary  e- 
ducation  have  been  negle£ted ;  and,  with  re- 
fpe&  to  medicine,  the  Commiffioners  who  have 
drawn  up  the  following  plan,  have  fa&s  to  re- 
prefent,  which  appear  to  them  to  merit  the 
greateft  attention  from  the  legiflators  of 
Trance. 

They  can  with  truth  fay,  that  there  does 
not  exift,  within  the  kingdom  of  France,  a 
fingle  fchool  of  medicine,  in  which  the  funda¬ 
mental  principles  of  the  healing  art  are  taught 
to  their  full  extent  ;  that  the  medical  profef- 
fion  is  perhaps  the  only  one,  where  the  prac¬ 
titioner,  formed  by  his  own  experience,  does 
not  ferve  as  a  guide  to  the  ftudent ;  that  to 
become  inftrudted  by  his  own  proper  errors, 
is  the  only  refource  for  the  acquifirion  of  know- 
ledgejWhich  is  left  for  the  young  phyfician ;  that* 
in  confequence  of  eafy,  and  almofl  nominal  ex¬ 
aminations,  the  number  of  ignorant  phyfician s 
and  greedy  quacks,  is  fo  much  multiplied,  that 
the  fortune  and  health  of  the  citizens,  are 
every  where  liable  to  become  their  prey  ;  that 
this  numerous  body  perfecutes  with  violence 
thofe  who  a&  differently  from  its  members ; 
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and  that  the  public  has  but  two  often  {hewn 
itfelf  obedient  to  its  di&ates ;  that  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  country,  Hill  more  unfortunate  than 
thofe  of  the  towns,  affeded  with  ruinous  epi- 
demies,  have  either  remained  without  affiftance, 
or  been  almoft  always  configned  to  the  care  of 
thofe  whom  their  inexperience  has  rendered 
an  additional  fcourge  ;  that  the  medicines 
which  are  diftributed  among  the  people,  faul¬ 
ty  in  their  compofition,  and  adulterated  by  im¬ 
proper  mixtures,  may  be  confjdered  as  fo  many 
poifons.  They  may  add,  that  the  healing  art, 
pra&ifed  by  two  claffes  of  men,  almoft  always 
enemies  or  rivals,  has  but  too  often  proved  fa¬ 
tal  to  patients  concerning  whom  their  dis¬ 
putes  have  originated.  It  will  therefore  ap¬ 
pear  neceifary  to  reform  fo  many  evils,  and  to 
put  an  end  to  the  diffenfions  between  Phyfici- 
ans  and  Surgeons. 

It  may  perhaps  be  necefiary  to  detail  thefe 
important  truths  more  particularly,  that  they 
may  be  better  perceived. 

When  the  prefent  mode  of  teaching  the 
healing  art  is  attentively  confidered,  it  can  no 
longer  be  doubted  that  it  is  very  imperfed. 

For, 


I 
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For,  in  faft,  little  can  be  expefted  from 
fome  years  of  ftudy,  palled  in  hearing  or  read¬ 
ing  obfervations  introductory  to  the  practice  of 
medicine,  formed  folely  of  dry  and  uninterefi:- 
ing  definitions  and  divilions.  What  can  be 
expected  from  fchools.  where  neither  Anatomy, 
nor  the  art  of  DilTeftion,  nor  Botany,  nor 
Medical  chemiftry  in  its  full  extent,  nbr  Phar¬ 
macy,  nor  the  art  of  Preferring-,  nor  Nofo- 
logy,  nor  the  hiftory  of  Medicine,  nor  the 
liifiory  of  Difeafes,  are  taught;  where  not 
a  word  is  faid  on  the  public  duties  of  a  phyfi- 
cian ;  where  no  one  has  an  opportunity  of  prac- 
lifing  at  the  bedfide  of  the  patierit,  and  from 
which,  in  iliort,  the  fludents  depart,  without 
having  acquired  any  of  that  knowledge  which 
a  praftitioner  of  the  healing  art  ought  to  pof- 
fefs?  When  the  mode  of  teaching  medicine  is 
fo  foreign  to  the  intended  purpofe,  the  Pro- 
feffors  would  aft  in  contradiction  to  themfelves, 
if  they  were  fevere  in  their  examinations. 
Hence  all  thofe  who  offer  themfelves  as  candi¬ 
dates  for  degrees*  are  generally  admitted  to 
that  honour.  The  thefis  is  defended  by  the 
Profeffor,  while  the  candidate  preferves  a  pro¬ 
found  filence  j  and  it  will  fcarcely  be  believed, 
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that  to  fuch  phyficians,  indru&ed  in  fo  inade¬ 
quate  a  manner,  and  examined  fo  flightly,  the 
mod  facred  rights  over  the  lives  of  the  citizens 
arc  intruded. 

It  is  therefore  highly  neceffary,  that  the 
young  praftitioner  of  the  healing  art,  fhould 
endeavour  to  fupply  the  deficiencies  of  his  edu¬ 
cation  by  reading.  But,  whom  has  he  to  direft 
him  in  the  choice  of  books  ?  In  a  fcience 
compofed  of  fo  many  other  fciences,  who  can 
point  out  what  ought  to  be  borrowed  from  one, 
and  added  to  the  other  ?  The  mod  fenfible 
young  pra&itioners  obferve  attentively  for  a 
long  time  before  they  a <d,  by  which  they  do 
not  at  lead  counteract  nature ;  but,  an  experi¬ 
enced  guide,  would  lead  forward  him  who  de¬ 
liberates.  It  would  be  of  great  importance  for 
the  young  practitioner,  to  be  allowed  to  ac¬ 
company  an  experienced  phyfician  in  his  vifits 
at  the  bedfide ;  but  he  is  alfo  deprived  of  this 
mode  of  indru&ion  ;  and,  in  fhort,  no  dark- 
nefs  can  be  more  profound,  than  that  by  which 
he  is  for  a  long  time  furrounded. 

Tf  the  practice  of  the  healing  art  is  ever  at¬ 
tended  with  difficulties,  it  mud  be  particularly 
fo,  when,  during  public  calamities,  it  is  direct- 

,  •"'V 

cd 


1792. 


COMM  ENT  ARIES. 


i8i 

ed  towards  the  prefervation  of  a  great  number 
of  people  collefted  together.  But  there  is  no 
fchool,  where  the  mode  of  affording  aid  dance, 
when  an  hofpital,  city,  or  di drift,  is  attacked 
with  an  epidemic,  is  taught.  Phyficians  for 
the  country  are  nowhere  educated,  although 
the  education  of  fuch  ought  to  be  very  differ¬ 
ent  from  that  of  phyficians  of  univerfities  and 
great  cities ;  for  they  mud  learn  the  healing 
art,  detached  from  every  ornament,  and  redu¬ 
ced  to  thofe  principles  which  are  really  ufeful, 
and  which  are  of  the  greated  importance. 

When  the  country,  which  ought  to  be  an 
objeft  of  much  attention,  fince  it  is  the  fource 
of  riches,  is  examined,  it  is  found  to  contain 
phyficians  without  experience,  furgeons  with¬ 
out  knowledge,  and  quacks  without  honefty. 
It  may  therefore  be  doubted,  whether,  thus 
taught,  and  thus  praftifed.  Medicine  can  be 
confidered  as  an  ufeful  fcience,  and  whether  it 
deferves  to  be  dyled  the  Healing  Art. 

Befides,  the  contrad  between  the  preten- 
fions  of  thofe  who  have  acquired  or  ufurped 
the  title  to  praftife  medicine,  is  very  confider- 
able.  Some  of  the  Faculties  didribute  two 
kinds  of  licences,  the  one  for  praftifmg  in  the 
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country  only,  the  other  in  cities ;  and,  for  the 
latter  of  thefe,  more  dpdy  is  necelTary,  and 
more  money  is  required.  Others  oblige  the 
young  phyficians  to  re  fide  for  fevcral  years  in. 
the  country,  or  in  the  fuburbs,  before  they 
can  be  permitted  to  pradlile  in  a  city.  Some 
phyfcians  are  allowed  to  praetife  in  fna.aU 
towns,  who  have  no  right  to  fuch  privileges 
in  large  cities.  In  (hort,  one  would  imagine, 
by  fuch  extraordinary  regulations,  that  thefe 
places  are  not  inhabited  by  the  human  race. 
And,  befides,  what  fnould  be  thought  of 
thefe  didinttions  of  L.icenciate,  Doctor,  Fel¬ 
low,  Regent,  and  not  Regent,  by  all  which 
a  right  of  pra&ifmg  the  healing  art  is  under- 
ilood,  but,  by  which,  certain  unintelligible  pri¬ 
vileges  are  rerufed,  which  appear  to  be  valued 
more  than  thofe  circumdances  which  affccl,  in 
the  mod  material  degree,  the  lives  of  the  citi- 
zens  ? 

There  is,  independent  of  the  Faculties,  a 

» 

clafs  of  men,  whom  the  public  engages  in  the 
practice  of  pliyfic,  although,  at  fird  fight,  they 
feem  to  be  quite  foreign  to  the  Faculties,  and 
are  not  in  the  dualled  degree  licenfed  by  their 
datuies :  thefe  are  the  furgeoas.  Several  of 
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them,  after  having  pra&ifed  phyfic  for  a  long 
time,  have,  it  mud  be  allowed,  at  laft  been  able  to 
learn  that  art.  But,  fince  the  mod  urgent  rea- 
fons  induce  them  to  pra&ife  it,  the  nation  is 
very  much  intereded  that  they  {hould  dudy 
it;  and  hence  ought  to  oblige  them  to  do  fo. 
It  is  therefore  no  longer  merely  expedient,  but 
highly  jud,  and  abfolutely  neceffary,  that,  for 
the  future,  every  furgeon  (hall  be  a  phyfician. 

In  order  that  this  new  arrangement  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  the  expeCted  advantages,  in  the  fird 
place,  the  great  number  of  perfons  who  have 
not  originally  had  proper  education,  (without 
which  the  knowledge  of  the  art  cannot  be  ac¬ 
quired),  mud  be  prevented  from  exercifing  the 
important  functions  of  furgeons;  and  then  it  will 
be  neceffary,  not  merely  to  approximate,  but  to 
reunite,  and  to  mingle  together  under  the  fame 
roof,  and  in  the  fame  fchool,  all  the  children 
of  one  family,  too  long  divided  among  them- 
felves.  All  diviilon  of  intereft  ought  to  ceafe  ; 
and  every  one  {hould,  on  the  fame  terms,  be 
allowed  the  fame  hopes,  and  the  fame  privi¬ 
leges.  It  certainly  cannot  be  denied,  that  fur- 
gery  has  always  been  regarded  as  a  part  of 
medicine  ;  and  it  mud  be  granted,  that,  from 
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the  firfl  leffon  of  theory,  to  that  where  the 
means  of  cure  are  pointed  out,  the  education 
of  phyficians  and  furgeons  has  been  conduc¬ 
ed  on  the  fame  principles.  If  this  be  really 
the  cafe,  no  good  reafon  can  be  alleged,  why 
they  fliould  not  both  be  taught  in  common  ; 
why  the  branches  of  a  tree,  which  is  weaken¬ 
ed  by  being  torn,  fliould  be  feparated  from 
the  very  root ;  why  there  fliould  be  two 
diftincf  orders  of  colleges;  or  why  two  aca¬ 
demies.  A  folemn  feflival  ought  to  unite 
them  together.  In  that  event,  the  largefl  am¬ 
phitheatres  will  with  difficulty  contain  the  flu- 
dents  cf  medicine  and  furgery  ;  the  pupils  of 
both  will  contend  for  the  various  places  of 
employment  in  the  public  laboratories  and  hof- 
pitals,  by  means  of  induflry  and  fludy;  and 
.  the  public,  fatigued  for  fo  long  a  time  by 
their  difputes,  will  at  lad  reap  the  advanta¬ 
ges  of  that  concord,  which  ought  to  unite  them 
for  ever. 

By  thus  refloring  furgery  to  medicine,  and 
medicine  to  furgery,  the  moderns  will  follow 
more  ciolely  the  laws  of  nature,  from  which 

they  have  improperly  deviated  fmee  the  time 

✓ 

of  the  ancients.  In  the  fchools  of  Cos, 
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Smyrna,  and  Alexandria*  all  the  phyficians 
were  furgeons.  The  treatifes  of  Hippocrates 
on  furgery,  are  reckoned  amongd  the  bed:  of 
his  works.  Galen  wrote  on  the  fame  art,  and 
pra&ifed  it  with  fuccefs.  In  the  time  of  Cel- 
fas,  medicine  was  divided  into  three  parts,  the 
drd  of  which  comprehended  the  treatment  of 
Internal  difeafes ;  the  fecond,  that  of  Ex¬ 
ternal  ones ;  and  the  third  part  refpe&ed 
Dietetics,  the  knowledge  of  which  is  as  necef- 
fary  to  furgeons  as  to  phyficians.  In  the  time 
of  JEtius,  the  phyficians  dill  pra&ifed  furgery. 
This  fortunate  union  of  the  two  fciences, 
which  fhould  never  have  been  interrupted, 
ceafed  when,  on  the  decline  of  the  fchools  of 
the  Empire,  Judinian  withdrew  the  revenues 
of  the  Chairs,  to  bellow  them  on  the  Church. 

The  ecclefiadics  then  became  the  depofita- 

/ 

ries  of  all  that  was  known  in  medicine,  as  of 
every  other  branch  of  knowledge ;  for  they 
alone  were  capable  of  acquiring  learning  and 
fciences.  But  religious  motives  made  them 
imagine,  that  they  ought  to  abdain  from  the 
dudy  of  anatomy  and  furgery.  The  former 
of  thefe  arts  became  forgotten,  and  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  latter,  reduced  to  a  very  fmall 
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number  of  operations,  was  intruded  to  inferi¬ 
or  people ;  and  medicine,  fuch  as  it  was, 
taught  in  the  molt  celebrated  Colleges  of  Bag¬ 
dad,  Cordoue,  &c.  was  a  fcience  of  erudition, 
which  confided  merely  of  repeating  what  had 
been  already  faid.  The  fciences  having  at 
lad  been  brought  over  to  Italy,  the  univerfi- 
ties  of  Bologna  and  of  Padua,  that  of  Mont¬ 
pellier,  and  afterwards  that  of  Paris,  began  in 
the  fourteenth  century  to  teach  anatomy  ;  and 
furgery,  dudied  by  laymen,  has  fince  that  time 
been  gradually  improved,  efpecially  in  France, 
infomuch,  that  other  nations  have  become 
jealous  of  it  on  that  account. 

Boerhaave  has  given  a  jud  idea  of  that  fci¬ 
ence,  by  dyling  it  a  kind  of  medicine,  which 
exhibits  externally,  the  exa<d  pifture  of  the 
difeafes  which  attack  the  vifcera  internally ; 
and  which,  confequently,  ought  to  form  the 
fird  fubjeft  of  the  dudy  of  phyficians.  But  it  is 
alfo  necedary,  that  the  furgeons  lhould  dudy 
medicine  ;  for  there  is  fcarcely  any  difeafe,  e- 
ven  of  the  clafs  of  thofe  called  external  or  chi- 
rurgical  difeafes,  which  does  not  affefl  the 
general  fydem,  and,  in  the  treatment  of  which, 
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the  furgeon  can  confine  himfelf  folely  to  the 
means  furnifhed  by  his  own  proper  art.  But, 
however  well  difpofed  he  may  be  to  do  fo,  it 
is  not  pofiible  that  he  can  call  a  pliyfician  to 
every  patient.  It  is  therefore  only  in  dan¬ 
gerous  cafes,  that  people  expeft  he  ftiould  da 
fo ;  in  every  other  cafe,  he  exercifes,  in  fa<ft, 
without  challenge,  the  two  powers:  hence  it 
follows,  that  the  phyfician  and  furgeon  ought 
to  be  well  acquainted  with  both  the  depart¬ 
ments  which  each  do  profefs,  or  rather,  that 
they  ought  to  ftudy  and  pra&ife  them  in  com¬ 
mon. 

/ 

Thofe  who  may  be  aftonifhed  at  this  conclu-. 
lion,  ought  to  refleft,  that  the  divifion  of  dif- 
eafes  into  external  and  internal,  being  errone¬ 
ous,  the  feparation  of  medicine  and  furgery, 
founded  on  that  divifion,  muft  fall  to  the 
ground. 

In  this  view  of  the  abufes  which  muft  be 
reformed,  the  intention  of  the  Commifiioners, 
is  evident :  they  wilh  to  offend  no  one,  but 
they  wifh  to  fpeak  the  truth.  They  do  not 
deny,  that  there  are  feveral  faculties  of  medi¬ 
cine  where  feveral  branches  of  that  fcience  are 

ufefully 
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ufefully  and  faithfully  taught.  It  is  certain, 
beyond  doubt,  that,  notwithftanding  the  faults 
of  fome  fchooh,and  the  inutility  of  others, phyfi- 
cians  of  eminence  have  been  educated  at  them: 
but  it  is  alio  certain,  beyond  doubt,  that,  by 
a  better  difpofition  of  affairs,  a  much  greater 
number  would  be  formed ;  and  that  the  art,  fo 
much  retarded  in  its  progrefs,  would  make 
rapid  advances  in  improvement.  Thofe  per- 
fons  are  blinded,  and  are  to  be  pitied,  who 
confider  the  corporations  to  which  they  be¬ 
long,  as  the  mod  perfect  in  the  world  ;  and 
who  cannot  believe  any  thing  to  be  fuperior 
to  their  ancient  cuftoms. 

They  will  fome  day  be  undeceived,  and  will 
think  like  the  authors  of  the  following  plan, 
who  enjoy  before  hand  the  pleafure  which  they 
will  feel,  when  fuch  perfons,  renouncing  their 
prejudices,  will  commend  a  reform  which  has 
been  neceffary  for  fo  long  a  time,  and  which 
has  been  fo  often  propofed  in  vain. 

In  order  that  this  reform  fhould  agree  with 
the  new  Conftitution,  the  commiffioners  who 
have  formed  the  plan  of  it,  have  thought, 
that  the  greateft  liberty  ought  to  be  eflablifh- 
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ed,  in  teaching  medicine  both  publicly  and 
privately ;  and  alfo  in  the  practice  of  the  art, 
in  the  fucceffion  and  duration  of  fludies,  and 
in  the  works  and  correfpondence  which  the 
phyficians  fhall  be  invited  to  undertake. 

1 y?,  Agreeably  to  thefe  principles,  every  man 
of  the  profeffion,  having  fubmitted  to  rigorous 
and  legal  trials,  ought  to  have  a  right  to  teach 
in  his  turn. 

2 d.  He  ought  alfo  to  have  the  power  of 
pra&ifing  his  art  throughout  the  whole  king¬ 
dom  ;  for,  in  the  eye  of  the  laws,  every  citizen 
is  equal. 

3 d.  The  fludents  ought  alfo,  to  be  under 
no  reftri&ion  in  their  ftudies ;  and  they  Ihould 
freely  fearch  after  knowledge  from  every 
fource. 

4 th.  As  the  corporation  fpirit  is  the  fource  of 
diftin&ions  among  the  citizens,  and  from  its  na¬ 
ture,  is  quite  oppofite  to  public  fpirit,  the  inconve¬ 
niences  arifing  from  the  numerous  corporations 
of  phyficians,  ought  undoubtedly  to  be  avoid¬ 
ed.  The  members  of  thefe  corporations,  un¬ 
der  the  pretext  of  watching  over  one  another, 
eftablifti  an  inquifition  over  feveral  among 

them, 
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them,  which  muft  be  fupprefied  in  a  free 
(late. 

$th,  As  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  are 
perhaps  the  only  perfons  to  whom  the  heal¬ 
ing  art  has  not  been  really  ufeful,  particular 
inflitutions  fliould  be  eftabliflied  for  their  bene¬ 
fit  ;  and  the  mod  numerous  and  certain  mea- 
fures  fliould  be  adopted,  in  order  that,  in  each 
canton,  the  fubje&s  of  public  faiubrity  may  be 
fubmitted  to  the  direction  of  a  well  informed 
phyfician ;  and  that,  in  difficult  cafes,  that  phy- 
fician  may  be  aided,  without  delay,  with  the 
advice  of  the  molt  fkilful  praftitioners  of  the 
medical  profeffion* 

The  commiffioners  have  been  guided  by 
thefe  principles,  which  will  be  found  to  be 
invariably  obferved  in  every  part  of  the  fubfe- 
quent  work. 

In  the  firjl  part  of  the  following  plan,  the 
mode  of  teaching  medicine,  and  every  thing 
relating  to  it,  is  detailed  ;  in  the  fecond ,  the 
pra&ice  of  medicine,  as  it  refpe&s  public  faiu¬ 
brity,  is  confidered  ;  in  the  third ,  the  medi¬ 
cal  police  is  exhibited  ;  in  the  fourth ,  every 
thing  relating  to  the  veterinary  art,  is  pointed 
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out ;  and  in  the fifth ,  the  manner  of  improv¬ 
ing  the  healing  art,  is  defcribed  *. 

PART  FIRST. 

Of  the  mode  of  Teaching  Medicine ,  and  every 
thing  relating  to  it . 

chap.  1. 

Of  Inflrudion  in  general \ 

As  the  fame  fcience  is  cultivated  in  va¬ 
rious  ways,  and  with  different  views,  it  is 
evident,  that  there  ought  to  be  feveral 
modes  of  inflruflion.  Some  fludents  endea¬ 
vour  only  to  obtain  ufeful  principles :  hence, 
all  their  wifh  is,  to  learn  the  method,  and  ac¬ 
quire  the  habit,  of  fludying.  Others  are  fond 
of  theoretical  fpeculations ;  their  a&ive  minds 

comprehend 

*  In  the  original,  there  is  a  fixth  part,  which  contains 
an  account  of  feveral  efiays  received  by  the  Societe  de 
Medecine,  from  its  correfponding  members,  on  the  man¬ 
ner  of  improving  the  mode  of  teaching  and  pradtifing 
medicine ;  but  as  this  conilitutes  no  part  of  the  plan 
which  the  Society  have  propofed,  it  feemed  unneceffarr 
to  infert  it. 
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comprehend  every  thing  relating  to  the  fci- 
cnce  which  they  fludy.  For  the  former,  ele¬ 
mentary  inflru&ions,  fuch  as  are  already  given 
in  the  Colleges,  are  alone  neceffary  :  but  for 
the  latter,  a  more  extenfive  courfe  of  educa¬ 
tion^  required.  The  inveftigations  which  it 
fliould  include,  oueht  to  conned  it  with  the 
works  of  the  academies.  For  the  elementary 
or  pra&ical  inftruttions,  a  fmall  number  of 
profeffors  fliould  only  be  employed.  They 
ought  to  confine  their  obfervations  to  leading 
principles,  and  fliould  imprefs  on  the  minds  of 

r* 

their  pupils,  nothing  but  relative  fa&s,  ufeful 
articles  of  information,  and  invariable  rules. 
For  the  academical  inflru&ions,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  will  be  proper  to  eftablifh  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  Profefforfhips ;  to  extend  every  fpecies  of 
inftru&ion ;  to  prefent,  in  detail,  every  thing 
which,  in  the  elementary  courfes,  is  treated  com- 
pendioufly;  and,  to  exhibit  even  what  are  mere¬ 
ly  fubje&s  of  curiofity,  for  what  is  fuperflu** 
ous,  may,  in  that  way,  become  neceffary,  by 
leading  to  important  conclufions,  and  hence 
prepare,  as  it  were,  new  materials  for  the 
arts.  Thus  the  fludents  will  have  accefs  to 
every  fource  of  emulation  \  and  each  may, 

without 
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without  reftraint,  adopt  that  plan  of  dudy 
which  dial!  bed  fuit  his  fituation  and  abilities. 

Thefe  views  were  not  entirely  difregarded 
by  the  former  government.  The  indru&ions 
of  the  College  royale,  are  really  academical, 
in  rhe  greated  number  of  profedbrdiips  eda- 
blilhed  there,  the  ]e<dures  include  nothing 
which  is  abfolutely  necedary  for  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  any  degree  whatever.  The  fame  ob- 
fervations  may  be  applied  to  feveral  branches 
of  indru&ion  indituted  at  the  Jardin  du  Roy  ; 
and  alfo,  to  the  profedbrdiips  of  Mathematics, 
Experimental  Philofophy,  &c.  founded  in  this 
capital. 

Rut  thefe  detached  branches  of  indnndion, 
thefe  fcattered  profedbrdiips,  are  only  the  frag¬ 
ments  of  a  magnidcent  whole,  which,  it  is  the 
intered,  and  diould  be  the  glory  of  the  na* 
tion,  to  cdablidi  and  exhibit,  for  the  admira¬ 
tion  and  imitation  of  all- Europe.  That  beau- 
•  -  > 

tiful  plan  propofed  by  Marfigli,  which  has  ne* 

v 

cedarily  remained  incomplete  at  Bologna,  ought 
to  be  executed  at  Paris  in  its  full  extent. 

It  is  propofed,  then,  to  edablifh  in  the  ca¬ 
pital  of  the  French  empire,  a  great  Encyclo¬ 
pedical  Inditution,  in  which,  under  the  fame 
Vol.  VII.  Dec.  II.  N 
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management,  feveral  academical  bodies  {hall 
be  united  ;  Tome  of  whom  (hall  be  employed 
in  promoting  the  progrefsof  learning,  and  the 
arts  and  fciences ;  and  others  (hall  be  entrufl- 
cd  with  the  charge  of  various  fpecies  of  in- 
flru&ion,  including  every  thing  which  can  ad¬ 
orn  or  enlighten  the  mind,  or  which  the  ima¬ 
gination  can  purfue. 

The  exrent  of  this  project  may  feem,  at  firfl 
fight,  to  require  fuch  an  enormous  expence, 
as  to  render  it  almoft  impra&icable.  It  is, 
however,  incumbent  on  great  nations,  to  un¬ 
dertake  great  works :  but  befides,  it  may  be 
eafily  proved,  that  the  execution  of  the  enter- 
prize  will  be  neither  very  difficult,  nor  very 
expenfive. 

In  the  firft  place,  it  will  not  be  neceffary 
to  collect  in  one  place,  all  the  profefforlhips : 
it  would  even  be  an  error  to  attempt  it ;  an 
error  indeed,  which  Marfigli,  in  his  inftitution, 
has  committed. 

It  will  be  fufficient  that  all  the  branches  of 
inftru&ion  {hall  be  eftabliffied  j  that  they  be 
all  connected  by  invariable  ties ;  that  they  form 
part  of  one  fyftem  ;  and  that  they  be  govern¬ 
ed  by  the  fame  principles,  and  fubje&ed  to  the 

fame 
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fame  authority.  Several  fpecies  of  education, 
ought  undoubtedly  to  be  taught  at  a  diflance 

s  v 

from  the  capital,  which  fliould  form  the  centre 
of  the  inAitution,  without  comprehending  ail 
its  branches.  Thus,  thofe  works  of  art,  for 
the  acquifition  of  which,  a  knowledge  of  fome 
parts  of  the  determinate  fciences  is  neceflary, 
may  be  reduced  to  a  certain  number  of  claffes. 

The  moll  neceflary  and  ufeful  arts  fliould  be 

•>  .  _  1 

taught  principally  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
great  manufactories,  and  in  thofe  cities  where 
their  feveral  branches  are  carried  on  with  the 
greateA  fuccefs  and  celebrity.  The  arts  and 
fciences  which  relate  to  Navigation,  fliould  be 
explained  in  the  fea-port  towns  of  the  kingdom  ; 
and  thofe  which  relate  to  Taffies,  Artillery,  and 
Fortification,  in  garrifoned  cities.  Mineralogy 
ought  to  be  taught  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
great  mines.  At  Paris,  the  fine  arts  fliould 
keep  up  the  honour  of  the  Louvre.  Medicine 
ought  to  be  fludied  in  hofpicals;  and  the  lan¬ 
guages,  hiflory,  and  the  belles  lett res,  in  the 

Bibliothequedu  Roy,  and  in  the  College  royale. 

.  „ 

The  Jardin  du  Roy,  fliould  be  appropriated 
to  natural  hiflory  ;  and  in  one  of  the  antient 
monaAeries  of  the  capital,  the  remaining  de- 

N  2  part  mint's? 
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partments  of  this  great  inftitution  may  be  efla- 
bli  fhed. 

In  the  fecond  place,  the  execution  of  this 
projeft  will  not  be  productive  of  much  expence; 
lor  the  greated  number  of  the  propofed  pro- 
felforfhips  is  already  eftabliflied  and  endowed. 
Some  additional  encouragements  to  thofe  who 
profefs  the  arts  of  commerce  and  of  war,  will 
induce  them  to  teach  the  principles  of  thefe 
arts ;  and  the  greatefl  number  of  new  profef- 
forfhips,  Ihould  be  allotted  to  members  of  the 
academies,  who  will  be  contented  with  a  mo¬ 
derate  addition  to  their  prefent  falaries. 

It  is  unnecelfary,  however,  to  ftate  to  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  that  the  charges 
incurred  in  the  cultivation  of  learning,  and  of 
the  arts  and  fciences,  are  to  be  confidered  as 
the  mod;  necelfary  of  all  expences ;  for  the 
progrefs  of  knowledge  is  elfentially  conne&ed 

.  .  A  J  '  J.  *  j  ...  A  *  J  ij  ^  i  ^ 

with  the  public  fafety  and  profperity,  as  the 
people  can  only  prove  themfelves  deferving  of 
liberty,  by  becoming  enlightened. 

By  following  Bacon’s  table  of  the  branches 
of  knowledge  neceflary  for  mankind,  or  that 
which,  in  imitation  of  him,  the  illuftrious  au¬ 
thors  of  the  Encyclopaedia  have  placed  at  the 
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beginning  of  that  great  work,  no  article  of 
importance  will  be  overlooked ;  and  all  the 
parts  of  this  new  fyflem  will  be  linked  toge¬ 
ther. 

By  this  means,  the  places  in  this  fyftem, 
which  medicine  and  furgery,  as  they  relate  to 
man  and  other  animals,  ought  to  poffefs,  will 
be  afcertained.  All  the  fuperiluous  obferva- 
tions  introduced  in  the  elementary  inflruc- 
tion  of  thefe  fciences,  (hall  be  carried  back  to 
their  proper  places,  in  order  to  fatisfy  the  cu- 
riofity  of  thofe  {Indents,  who,  from  being  en¬ 
gaged  in  particular  invefligations,  or  in  learn¬ 
ing  the  great  art  of  reaching,  or,  folely,  from 
a  wiih  to  indulge  their  taiie,  may  choofe,  al¬ 
though  attached  to  one  fcience,  to  ftudy,  and 
to  be  acquainted  with  all. 


CHAP.  II. 

Of  particular  Inftrudion. 


Medicine  and  Surgery  {hall  be  taught  in 

r  *  1* 

two  ways,  viz.  in  colleges  and  in  practical 
fchools  in  the  feveral  diftri&s,  for  the  inliruc- 
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tjon  of  phyficians  and  furgeons  in  the  country. 
In  the  former,  the  feveral  branches  of  medi¬ 
cal  education  (hall  be  complete;  in  the  latter, 
however,  they  muft  be  frequently  imperfeft ; 
and  therefore,  the  fludies  of  the  pupils  be- 
longing  to  them,  ought  to  be  continued  at  the 
colleges. 

SECTION  I. 

A 

Of  the  Mode  of  leaching  Medicine  in  Colleges * 
§  I.  Of  the  Older  and  Divifcn  of  Prof ejjorjhips. 


In  the  medical  colleges,  the  infiru&ions 

mud  relate  to  five  principal  fubje&s: 

*  *•  ■ 

1.  The  knowledge  of  the  animal  (Economy, 
This  is  acquired  by  the  fludy  of  Anatomy, 
Chemiftry,  and  Phyfiology,  or  the  natural  phi- 
lofophy  of  man  in  health, 

2.  The  knowledge  of  the  fubftances,  both 
frmple  and  compound,  which  aft  on  the  animal 
ccconomy.  Thefe  neceffarily  belong  to  one 
of  the  three  kingdoms  of  nature.  Their  hif- 
tory,  qualities,  &c.  are  learned  by  the  fludy 
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of  the  Materia  Medica,  Chemidry,  and  Phar* 
macy. 

3.  The  choice  of  the  means  mod  conducive 
to  the  prefervation  of  the  body  in  a  date  of 
health.  For  this  purpofe,  the  dudy  of  Natu¬ 
ral  Philofophy,  Chemidry,  and  Phyfiology,  is 
necedary. 

4.  The  knowledge  of  the  various  difeafes, 
of  their  fymptoms,  their  nature,  and  the  re¬ 
medies  mod  capable  of  curing  them.  This  is 
learned  by  the  dudy  of  Pathology,  or  of  the 
natural  philofophyof  man  in  a  date  of  dife.afe; 
of  Semeiology,  Nofology,  Therapeutics,  and 
Clinical  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

5.  The  hidory  of  medicine  and  furgery, 
and  the  bed  manner  of  dudying  thefe  fcien- 
ces.  By  this,  a  complete  view  of  the  healing 
art,  in  its  whole  extent,  will  be  exhibited. 
What  has  been  done,  and  what  remains  to  be 
accomplidied,  will  thus  be  feen. 

The  various  fubje&s,  therefore,  of  thefe 
inftru&ions,  arranged  in  an  elementary  order, 
are, 

1.  The  plan  of  dudying  Medicine. 

2,  General  and  experimental  Natural  Phi- 
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lofophy,  in  fo  far  only  as  it  is  connected  with 
Medicine. 

3.  Chemiflry. 

4.  Anatomy. 

5.  Phyfiology. 

6.  Materia  Medica,  comprehending  every 
thing  ufefol  in  the  healing  art,  which  Zoology, 
Botany,  and  Mineralogy,  afford. 

7.  Pharmacy. 

8.  The  Art  of  Preferring. 

9.  The  general  means  of  preferving  health*., 
or  Hygieine. 

10.  Pathology. 

11.  Semeiology. 

1 2%  Nofology. 

13.  Therapeutics. 

14*  The  Medical  and  Chirurgical  treat¬ 
ment  of  difeafes. 

15.  Clinical  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

16.  "1  he  hiflory  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 

Under  another  point  of  view,  thefe  differ¬ 
ent  branches  of  medical  inftruftion  ought  to  be 
divided  into  Theoretical  and  Pra&ical. 
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The  theoretical  medical  fciences,  confifl  of 
preliminary  fciences,  and  thofe  which  are  im¬ 
mediately  neceffary. 

The  former  comprehend  Anatomy,  Chemif- 
try,  Phyfioiogy,  Pharmacy,  and  Materia  me- 
dica. 

The  objeft  of  the  latter,  is  to  apply  thefe 
preliminary  fciences,  to  accomplifh  the  prefer- 
vation  of  health,  and  cure  of  difeafes.  Thefe 
dire#  or  immediately  neceffary  theoretical 
fciences,  are  Hygieine,  or  general  means  of 
preferring  health.  Pathology,  Semeiology, 
Nofology,  and  Therapeutics. 

Tne  practical  department  of  medicine,  con- 
fids  in  didinguifhing  and  treating  difeafes. 

Since  it  is  neceffary  to  entrufl  to  a  certain 
number  of  perfons,  the  charge  of  teaching 
thefe  different  branches  of  the  healing  art, 
while,  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  neither  poffible 
nor  eligible,  that  there  fhould  be  as  many 
profeffors  as  there  are  divifions  in  the  above 
table  ;  proper  meafures  muff  be  adopted,  in 
order  that  feveral  departments  fhall  be  taught 
by  fingle  profeffors.  This  has  always  been 
done  at  Leyden,  at  Edinburgh,  and  at  Gottin¬ 
gen.  Boerhaave  taught  five  of  the  mod  im¬ 
portant 
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portant  branches  of  medicine,  viz.  Chemidry, 
Phyfiology,  Botany,  and  the  Inditutions  and 
Practice  of  Medicine. 

If  a  fingle  man  polTelTed  fuch  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  degree  of  genius,  and  fuch  a  (hare  of 
health,  as  to  be  able  to  teach  all  the  depart¬ 
ments  of  medicine,  the  dudents  would  derive 
the  mod  important  advantages  from  his  labours ; 
becaufe  every  part  of  the  whole  fydem  would 
be  confident  with  another.  In  proportion  as 
profefl'ors  are  multiplied,  there  will  be  danger 
of  contradictions  in  their  indruCtions,  and  of 
inferiority  in  their  talents. 

The  following  motives,  render  it  proper  to 
unite  feveral  branches  of  indruCtion. 

■  i .  Anatomy  may  be  feparated  from  phyfio- 
logy  *,  but  phyfiology  cannot  be  taught  by  it- 
felf :  it  ought  to  be  conjoined  with  the  dudy 
of  the  human  body ;  otherwife,  every  phyfio- 
logical  fydem  will  be  erroneous.  , 

When  the  anatomy  of  the  human  body  is 
confidered  feparately  from  that  of  other  ani¬ 
mals,  many  important  views,  neceffary  refer¬ 
ences,  and  ufeful  conclufions,  are  lod.  Se¬ 
veral  of  the  animal  functions  are  even  inexpli¬ 
cable,  without  the  aflidance  of  comparative 
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anatomy.  The  charge  of  teaching  Zoology, 
ought  therefore  to  be  intruded  to  the  profef- 
for  of  anatomy  and  phyfiology. 

2.  Mineralogy  cannot  be  underdood  by  con¬ 
fining  the  obfervations  to  the  external  appear¬ 
ances  of  the  various  minerals:  the  changes 
which  they  fuder  by  the  operation  of  che- 
midry  mud  therefore  be  detailed.  It  is  eafy 
for  the  chemid  to  teach  Pharmacy ;  and  the 
art  of  prescribing  is  intimately  conne&ed  with 
the  Science  of  Pharmacy.  All  thefe  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  art  ought  therefore  to  be  taught 
by  the  fame  perfon. 

3.  The  Profeflor  of  Materia  Medica,  mud 
neceflarily  be  very  well  acquainted  with  natu¬ 
ral  hidory.  The  dudy  of  the  three  kingdoms 
of  nature,  ought  to  be  very  familiar  to  him. 
He  fhould  therefore  be  capable  of  giving  lec¬ 
tures  on  Zoology,  Mineralogy,  and  Botany. 
But  as  the  two  former  of  thefe  departments 
are  properly  adigned  to  the  Profeflors  of  Ana¬ 
tomy  and  Chemidry,  it  will  not  be  confidered 
improper  to  require,  that  the  Profeflor  of  Ma¬ 
teria  Medica,  fhould  alfo  teach  Botany,  not 
only  in  a  Botanic  garden,  containing  the 
ufual  officinal  plants,  and  in  the  fields,  but  al- 
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fo  in  hot-houfes,  to  make  the  pupils  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  exotic  plants  ufed  in  medicine. 

It  may  here  be  remarked,  that  the  Profeflor 
of  Materia  Medica,  after  having  exhibited  a 
complete  hi  dory  of  the  various  medicines,  and 
after  having  fhewn  fpecimens  of  each,  ought 
to  content  himfelf,both  in  his  leflures  on  Ma¬ 
teria  Medica,  and  on  Botany  and  Pharmacy, 
with  enumerating  the  qualities  and  dofes  of 
the  medical  fubflances ;  and  fliould  refer  to  the 
Profeifors  of  Therapeutics,  and  of  the  Pra&ice 
of  Medicine,  the  charge  of  explaining  the 
principles  which  regulate  their  ule,  and  their 
modus  operand! ;  and  to  detail  the  particular 
cafes  in  which  they  fhould  be  employed. 

Without  this  reflri&ion,  Materia  Medica, 
Botany  and  Pharmacy,  could  not  be  claifed 
among  the  preliminary  fciences ;  and  a  confu- 
fion  in  the  duties  of  the  profefforfliips  would 
thence  enfue. 

4.  No  phyfician  ought  to  be  ignorant  of 
Natural  Philofophy  5  it  ought  always  to  ferve 
as  a  guide  in  the  fludy  of  the  preliminary 
fciences.  For  this  real'on,  all  the  medical 

.  L*  1  ,  •  -  :  ,  j  *'\  .  ■  /-#  r  ■  V  ;  » 

profeifors  fliould  be  capable  of  teaching  it; 
but  no  profeffor  is  required  to  excel  in  that 
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fcience  fo  much  as  the  ProfelTor  of  Hygieine. 
He  will,  therefore,  without  any  difficulty,  be 
able  to  give  a  courfe  of  le&ures  on  Natural 
Philofophy  ;  a  fcience,  to  which  his  attention 
cannot  be  too  often  directed. 

5.  Pathology,  Semeiology,  Nofology,  and 
Therapeutics,  ought  not  to  be  taught  fepar- 
ately  from  each  other :  For  it  certainly 
is  the  duty  of  the  fame  profeffor,  to  confider 
man  in  a  hate  of  aifeafe  ;  to  exhibit  the  fymp- 
toms  of  the  complaints,  the  caufes  of  which 
he  {hall  have  explained ;  to  afcertain,  from 
the  hiftory  of  the  fymptoms,  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe,  that  of  its  ftages  or  periods,  and  the 
prognofis ;  and  to  point  out  on  what  principles 
the  treatment  ought  to  be  conducted. 

It  n&y  be  added,  that  one  of  thefe  four 
branches,  which,  it  is  propofed,  {hall  be  taught 
by  one  ProfelTor,  viz.  Semeiology,  cannot  be 
explained  by  itfelf,  without  occaftoning  num- 
berlefs  repetitions,  and  a  great  confufion  of 
ideas,  iince  the  detail  of  the  fymptoms  of  dif- 
eafes  is  included  in  Pathology  ;  and  the  fame 
detail  is  the  fubjeft  of  Nofology,  which  forms 
the  bafe  of  the  obfervations  of  the  ProfelTor 
of  the  Practice  of  Medicine. 

,Y.:  *"■  . -  ?J-’  6, 
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<5.  The  Profeflors  of  the  Pra&ice  of  Medi¬ 
cine,  fliould  teach  that  great  and  noble  fcience 
in  its  full  extent. 

Their  courfes  fliould  occupy  two  years ; 
one  of  which  ought  to  be  appropriated  to 
Acute,  and  the  other  to  Chronic,  difeafes ; 
but  they  fliould  give  thefe  courfes  by  turns; 
fo  that,  while  one  is  employed  in  detailing  the 
treatment  of  acute  difeafes,  the  other  fliould 
be  engaged  in  treating  chronic  ones.  By  this 
plan,  the  fludents  will  have  an  opportunity  of 
attending  a  complete  courfe  every  year. 

7.  The  Methodus  fludii,  cannot  be  point¬ 
ed  out  with  more  advantage,  than  by  the 
prbfeflbr  of  the  hiflory  of  medicine,  who 
muft  neceflarily  have  occaflon,  every  day,  to 
obferve  the  fucceflion  of  works  which  are  un¬ 
dertaken  to  advance  the  progrefs  of  that 
fcience. 

Guided  by  thefe  motives,  after  many  trials* 
the  following  diflribution  of  all  the  different  de¬ 
partments  of  Phyfic  and  Surgery,  among  ten 
profeflors,  is  propofed. 

1.  A  courfe  of  lectures  on  Anatomy,  in¬ 
cluding  Phyfiology. 

2.  A  courfe  of  lectures  on  Zoology. 
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Thefe  two  courfes  flhall  be  given  by  the 
fame  Profcffor. 

3.  A  courfe  of  le&ures  cn  Chemiftry,  in¬ 
cluding  Mineralogy. 

4.  A  courfe  of  lectures  on  Pharmacy,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Art  of  Prefcribing. 

Thefe  two  courfes  (hall  be  given  by  the 
fame  Profeflor. 

5.  A  courfe  of  le&ures  on  Materia  Me- 
dica. 

6.  A  courfe  of  Botany. 

Thefe  two  courfes  fhall  be  given  by  the 
fame  Profeffor. 

7.  A  courfe  of  Ie&ures  on  experimental 
Philofophy,  with  its  application  to  Medicine. 

8.  A  courfe  of  le&ures  on  Hygieine,  or 
the  general  means  for  the  prefervation  of 
health. 

Thefe  two  courfes  (hall  be  undertaken  by 
the  fame  ProfelTor. 

9.  A  courfe  of  lectures  on  the  Theory  or 
Inftitutions  of  Medicine,  including  Pathology, 
Semeiology,  Nofology,  and  Therapeutics. 

This  courfe  (hall  be  given  by  one  ProfelTor. 

\ 

10.  &  11.  A  courfe  of  lectures  on  the 
Practice  of  Phyfic,  including  the  medical 

treatment 
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treatment  of  difeafes,  Clinical  Medicine,  pro¬ 
perly  fo  called,  and  Medical  Jurifprudence. 

For  this  courfe  there  {hall  be  two  Frofef- 
fors.  The  courfe  {hail  be  divided  into  two 
parts,  the  one  confiding  of  obfervations  on 
acute,  and  the  other  on  chronic,  difeafes ; 
and  it  fhall  occupy  the  fpace  of  two  years. 
The  Profeifors  {hall  undertake  thefe  parts  of 
the  courfe  alternately. 

12.  &  13.  A  courfe  of  le&ures  on  the 
Pra&ice  of  Surgery. 

There  {hall  be  two  Profeifors  for  this 

charge.  The  courfe  {hail  be  divided  into  two 

» 

parts,  and  {hall  continue  for  two  years ;  one 
year  to  be  chiefly  dedicated  to  Midwifery. 
The  Profeifors  {hall,  by  turns,  undertake  the 
departments  of  Surgery  and  Midwifery  ;  and 
one  of  them  {hall  teach  Chirurgical  Jurifpru¬ 
dence. 

14.  A  courfe  of  le&ures  on  the  hiftory  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery. 

15.  A  courfe  of  le&ures  on  the  Methodus 
ftudii  et  obfervandi.  This  fubjeri:  is  one  of 
the  mod  philofophical  which  can  be  prefented 
to  the  conflderation  of  {Indents. 

Thefe  two  courfes  (hall  be  intruded  to  the 

1 
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It  muft  be  obferved,  that  none  of  thefe 
Profeffors  ought  to  be  allowed  to  teach  pri¬ 
vately.  They  (hould  not  be  liable  to  the  fuf- 
picion  of  negleffing,  through  interefted  mo¬ 
tives,  their  leffures  in  the  College,  in  order 
to  enhance  the  value  of  their  private  leffures. 

The  fame  branch  of  inft  ruff  ion  ought,  on 
no  account  whatever,  to  be  intruded  to  two 
Profeffors  ;  one  of  whom,  under  the  title  of 
Regius  Profeffor,  leffures ;  and  the  other,  un¬ 
der  that  of  Demonftrator,  defcribes  and  de- 
monftrates.  That  barbarous  cuftom,  though 
ffill  retained  in  fome  faculties,  (hould  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  remains  of  antient  ignorance  5 
it  excites  jealoufies  among  the  Profeffors,  and 
it  (hocks  the  ftudents ;  it  ought  to  be  explod¬ 
ed  from  modern  fchools,  as  it  occafions  tedi¬ 
ous,  contradiffory,  and  tirefome  difcuffions. 

If  a  medical  college  fhould  be  eftablifhed  in 
a  city,  where,  from  motives  of  oeconomy,  or 
from  the  ftudents  not  being  fufficiently  nu¬ 
merous,  it  fliould  become  neceffary  to  reft  riff: 
the  number  of  Profeffors,  it  might  be  redu¬ 
ced  to  feven,  by  allowing  only  one  Profeffor 
for  the  Praffice  of  Phyfic,  one  only  for  rhac 
of  Surgery,  and  by  affigning  to  the  Profeffor 
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of  the  Hidory  of  Medicine,  the  charge  of  the 
leXures  on  Natural  Philofophy  and  Hygieine. 

Reflections* 

After  having  thus  arranged  the  order  and 
diflribution  of  the  profefforfhips,  a  few  im¬ 
portant  reflexions  may  be  added. 

Hitherto,  medical  indruXion  has  confided 
only  in  words,  which  is  the  reafon  why  fo  lit¬ 
tle  advantage  has  been  derived  from  it ;  where¬ 
as,  on  the  contrary,  it  ought  to  be  founded 
principally  on  faXs. 

Natural  Philofophy,  Natural  Hidory,  Ana¬ 
tomy,  Chemidry,  and  Clinical  Obfervations, 

% 

are  the  foundations  on  which  the  druXure  of 
the  medical  inditution,  confidered  in  its  full 
extent,  ought  to  be  placed.  All  the  truths  of 
which  thefe  fciences  confift,  are  deduced  di- 
reXly  from  experiment  \  and  if  there  are  fome 
branches  of  indruXion,  fuch  as,  certain  parts 
of  Pathology  and  Therapeutics,  which  can¬ 
not  be  proved  in  the  fame  manner,  they  mud 
be  conneXed  with  experiments  and  obferva- 
tions,  by  a  chain  of  inferences.  All  the  obfer- 
vations  mud  be  referred  to  principal  faXs  \  all 
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the  degrees  of  uncertainty  mull  be  didin&Iy 
marked  ;  in  diort,  the  profeffors  £hould,  in 
their  remarks,  be  explicit,  didirnd,  decided, 
and  ought  always  to  adhere  dri&iy  to  truth. 
Thefe  advices  are  principally  dire<ded  to  the 
profeffor  of  the  Theory  of  Medicine.  The 
other  profeffors  will  be  condantly  led  to  make 
general  remarks  from  the  nature  of  their  fub- 
je&s.  But  he  will  certainly  wander,  if,  hav¬ 
ing  no  cbje&  of  demondration  to  place  before 
his  pupils,  he  do  not  reftri&  himfelf  rigor- 
oufly  to  circumdances,  with  the  truth  of  which 
he  is  intimately  acquainted  5  to  obfervations 
deduced  from  fa&s ;  and  to  that  plan  which 
he  fhall  have  formed  in  filent  meditation  and 
ftudy. 

The  profeffors  mud  carefully  avoid  en¬ 
larging  on  difcuflions  which  relate  folely  to 
learning ;  a  common  fault  of  thofe  who  are 
directed  by  the  opinions  of  others.  When  an 
explanation  is  given  of  what  has  been  faid  by 
others,  it  becomes  particularly  necefftry  to  be 
concife.  The  profeffor  of  the  Hidory  of  Me¬ 
dicine,  ought  to  fet  the  example  of  fuch  cau¬ 
tion  ;  he  ftiould  trace  curforily  the  feveral  re¬ 
markable  reras  of  medicine ;  he  fliould  compare 
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different  fe£ls,  by  contrafling  their  principles  \ 
he  fliould  ascertain  the  local  modes  of  prac¬ 
tice,  which  the  nature  of  different  climates 
require  ;  and,  without  ever  entering  into  ufelefs 
invefligations,  he  fliould  point  out,  amidfl  the 
Cornells  of  all  fe&s,  what  are  to  be  regarded 
as  truths ;  and  he  fliould  explain  the  chief 
caufes  which  have  conflantly  led  to  error. 

The  profeffor  of  the  Hiflory  of  Medicine, 
would  be  of  very  little  ufe  to  the  fludents,  if, 
after  the  example  of  feveral  great  men  who 
have  pointed  out  the  method  of  fludying  the 
healing  art,  he  fhould  content  himfelf  with 
giving  them  a  numerous  lift  of  books  of  all 
kinds.  The  fludents  only  require  to  be  di¬ 
rected  in  their  choice  of  books ;  and  the  real 
principles  of  the  art  will  be  found  in  the 
works  of  a  finall  number  of  authors.  The 
young  phyficians,  after  having  for  fome  time 
ftudied  the  books  containing  the  elements  of 
the  art,  fliould  read,  with  care,  thofe  original 
works  which  bear  the  flamp  of  nature.  Co- 
pyifls  have  taken  thefe  works  to  pieces,  and 
have  disfigured  them ;  copyifls  fhould  not 
therefore  be  read :  and,  by  that  reform  alone, 
the  talks  which  young  phyficians,  with  little 
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confideration,have  generally  undertaken,  will  be 
very  confiderably  leffened.  Beiides,  it  is  lefs 
neceflary  to  point  out  the  order  of  reading, 
than  to  regulate  the  dire&ion  of  the  mind. 
The  ftudents  ought  to  be  obliged,  not  merely 
to  ftudy  the  works  of  others  ;  they  ought  to 
make  obfervations,  and  to  undertake  experi¬ 
ments ;  and  it  is  on  that  latter  occaflon,  that 
the  advice  of  a  well  informed  phyfician,  wall 
prevent  their  falling  into  great  errors,  and 
will  contribute  much  to  their  improvement. 

Chemiftry,  Natural  Hiftory,  Botany  which 
forms  a  part  of  it,  and  all  the  fciences  which 
have  been  termed  Preliminary,  ought  to  be 
taught  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  their  connec¬ 
tion  with  medicine  may  alone  be  exhibited ; 
for  as  thefe  fciences  are  become  very  diflufe 
from  their  extent,  few  men  poflefs  memories 
capable  of  digefling  fuch  extenlive  details, 
and  few  perfons  have  genius  enough  to  profit 
by  them. 

While  the  preliminary  fciences  fiiould  be 
abridged  >  the  immediately  neceflary  fciences, 
and  the  pra&ical  department  of  medicine,  ought 
to  be  detailed  in  a  very  full  manner.  The 
inftru&ions  in  Hygieine,  or  the  generaPmeans 
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of  preferving  health,  and  in  Clinical  medicine^ 
will  be  invitations  perfectly  new  in  France  ; 
for  Hygieiiie,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
hitherto  been  taught  in  Colleges,  compre¬ 
hends  only  a  few  trivial  fa&s:  and  inVruftions 
in  the  Practice  of  Medicine,  fo  long  wiihed  for, 
are  flili  unknown  in  France. 

The  whole  of  the  propofed  fyVem,  Views 
the  intimate  relations  by  which  furgery  is  con¬ 
nected  with  medicine  :  it  was  only  neceffary  to 
add  the  mo  profefforfhips  of  the  Praffice  of 
Surgery,  to  complete  the  picture. 

No  particular  mention  has  been  mac^e  of  the 
art  of  the  DentiV,  OculiV,  &c.  from  the 
con  vision  that  thefe  fmall  parts  of  a  great 
whole,  which  have  been  confidered  as  too 
important,  and  of  which  fome  dexterous  per- 
fons  have  made  a  feparate  profeffion,  cannot 
be  well  taught,  but  along  with  the  fundamen¬ 
tal  principles  of  the  fcience  in  general  ;  with¬ 
out  the  knowledge  of  which,  fuch  perfons  are 
commonly  very  ignorant,  and  very  greedy. 

It  may  be  obje&ed,  that  feveral  of  the 
fciences  included  in  the  table,  fuch  as  Zoology, 
and  the  HiVory  of  Medicine,  do  not  afford 
effcntial  information  to  thofe  who  dedicate 
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themfelves  to  the  Practice  of  Medicine  ;  and 
that  there  are  others,  fuch  as  Natural  Philofo- 
phy,  with  which  the  dudents  are  fuppofed  to 
be  acquainted,  before  they  enter  fchools  of 
medicine. 

But  it  may  be  obferved,  that  in  a  courfe  of 
public  inftruftions,  which,  in  Colleges,  ought 
to  be  complete  in  all  its  parts,  a  provifion  mult 
be  made,  not  folely  for  thofe  who  do  not  ex¬ 
tend  their  views  to  any  thing  which  is  not  ab¬ 
solutely  necelfary,  but  an  opportunity  mud 
alfo  be  provided  for  Satisfying  the  laudable 
willies  of  thofe  poffeffed  of  more  enterprizing 
minds.  The  ProfelTor  of  Anatomy,  to  whom 
the  indru&ions  in  Zoology  are  intruded,  ought 
therefore  to  avoid  all  difculfions  which  are  fo¬ 
reign  to  the  defigns  which  he  Should  keep  in 
view.  It  is  true,  that  it  is  not  indifpenfably 
necelfary  for  phyficians  to  dudy  the  dru&ure 
of  animals;  but  it  mud  be  allowed,  that  there 
are  Some  who  ought  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
elements  of  rural  ceconomy,  and  of  the  veter¬ 
inary  arts. 

The  ProfelTor  of  the  Hidory  of  Medicine, 
and  of  the  Methodus  budii  medici,  diould  be 
an  ufeful  guide  to  the  Students ;  and  his  duties 
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fhould  be  truly  paternal.  Befides,  it  is  to  be 
remarked,  that  thefe  various  fubje&s  ought 
not  to  form  part  of  the  public  examinations ; 
for  the  iludents  fliould  be  encouraged,  and 
not  conR rained  to  attend  to  them. 

With  refpeft  to  Natural  Philofophy,  the 
elements  of  that  fcience  fhould  not  be  taught  5 
its  application  to  medicine  fhould  alone  be 
pointed  out ;  a  circuinflance  which  is  fo  much 
overlooked,  that  thofe  who  prepare  them- 
felves  for  the  fludy  of  the  healing  art,  cannot 
be  too  often  reminded  of  it.  The  ProfefFor 
of  Hygieine,  to  whofe  charge  the  inftru&ions 
in  Natural  Philofophy  are  configned,  ought 
therefore  to  confine  himfelf  within  the  limits 
which  his  duty  prefcribes,  beyond  which  he 
cannot  wander,  without  being  neceffarily  recall¬ 
ed  by  reafon,  and  by  the  murmurs  of  his  pupils, 
The  profeflbrs  ought  not  to  dictate  any 
fyllabus ;  if  they  adopt  any  particular  text¬ 
book,  they  muff  publifh  it ;  if  not,  they  fhould 
point  out  thofe  publications  which  are  mod 
conformable  to  their  plan.  They  ought 
fometimes  to  defcend  to  familiar  inftru&ions, 
by  interrogating  the  (Indents,  in  order  to  make 
them  underftand  properly  the  principles  of 
what  they  teach. 
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The  long  difcuflions,  and  mifplaced  digref- 
lions,  with  which  thofe  profelTors,  who  have 
ill  digefted  their  plan,  indulge  themfelves, 
fliould  be  carefully  avoided  j  and,  in  order  to 
accuftom  the  profelTors  to  fludy  arrangement, 
and  for  the  fake  of  thofe  pupils  who  have  not 
much  time  to  fpend  in  fludy,  it  wmuld  be  of 
confequence,  that  each  annual  courfe  of  lec¬ 
tures  were  terminated  by  an  abridgment  of 
the  whole  courfe ;  in  which,  within  a  fmall 
number  of  le£ures,  in  a  fimple  order,  every 
thing  of  importance,  which  each  fe&ion  of  the 
propofed  table  contains,  fhould  be  collected. 

The  execution  of  this  regulation  will  be 
equally  advantageous  for  the  profelTors  and 
lludents. 

§  II.  Of  the  Fees  of  the  Frofeffors ,  and  of  the  Sums 
to  be  paid  by  the  Students  *. 

All  the  ProfelTors  of  the  Preliminary 
Sciences,  and  of  thofe  which  relate  immedi¬ 
ately 

*  In  the  original,  §  II.  is  intituled,  “  On  each  Profef- 
“  forfhip,  coniidered  feparately but,  as  it  conflfts 
merely  of  the  repetition  of  a  few  general  reflections,  and 
of  a  reference  to  the  fourth  chapter  of  the  fecond  part, 
the  tranflator  has  taken  the  liberty  to  leave  it  out. 
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ately  to  the  ftudy  of  medicine,  (being  fix  in 
number),  ought  to  receive  the  fame  fees,  and 
fhould  be  compenfated  for  the  prohibition  of 
teaching  privately. 

The  two,  or  four  ProfefTors,  of  the  Prac¬ 
tice  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  who  have  the 
charge  of  two  departments,  viz.  the  Treat¬ 
ment  of  Difeafes,  and  Clinical  Medicine  or 
Surgery,  and  muft  therefore  fpend  a  great 
part  of  each  day  in  the  hofpital  to  which  they 
belong,  ought  to  have  fees  double  of  thofe 
which  are  allotted  to  the  former  profefTors. 

In  this  arrangement  of  the  fees  for  the  pro- 
feffors,  the  proportions  fhould  be  fixed  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  part  fhould  be  paid  from  the 
public  treafury,  and  part  by  the  ftudents,  who 
fhall  be  allowed  to  attend,  without  any  reflraint, 
thofe  Ie&ures  which  they  fhall  have  voluntarily 
chofen.  Thus,  private  teaching,  which  ought 
to  be  much  encouraged,  will  be  put  in  compe¬ 
tition  with  the  public  courfes  of  inftru&ion ; 
which  will  oblige  the  profefTors,  from  interefl 
and  ambition,  to  beftow  much  pains  on  their 
le&ures.  It  is,  however,  to  be  underflood, 
that  proper  meafures  fhall  be  adopted,  for  al¬ 
lowing  thofe  ftudents  who  are  unable  to  afford 
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the  fees,  to  attend,  gratis,  the  feveral  courfes. 
The  Dire&oriesof  the  departments  and  diflri&s, 
fliall  make  thefe  provifions ;  as  will  be  particu¬ 
larly  mentioned,  when  the  afliftance  to  be  given 
to  the  indigent  lick  of  cities,  and  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  is  pointed  out. 

The  fum  to  be  paid  by  fludents  for  inftruc- 
tions,  Ihould  be  very  moderate ;  it  ought  not 
to  exceed,  for  each,  for  the  whole  period  of 
their  fludies,  the  fum  of  500  or  6 00  livres  *. 

It  is  of  importance,  to  remark,  that  this  ex¬ 
pence  fnall  be  the  whole  to  which  fludents 
fliall  be  fubje&ed  ;  for  the  examinations,  as  well 
as  the  admiflions  as  phyfician,  &c.  ought  to 
be  perfectly  gratuitous.  Unlefs  this  claufe  be 
confidered  as  eonflitutional,  all  the  abufes 
which  it  is  fo  neceffary  to  reform,  will  be  a- 
gain  renewed. 

$.  III.  Of  the  Conflitution  and  Infpeftion  of  the  Me¬ 
dical  Colleges. 

I.  Each  medical  college  fliall  be  cornpofed 
of  ten  or  feven  profeflors,  and  a  fecretary. 

2,  At 

*  viz.  20I.  16.  2d.,  or  25I.  Sterling. 
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2.  At  the  beginning  of  each  feffion,  the 
profeffors  {hall  chcofe  one  of  their  number  to 
prefide  at  all  public  bufmefs.  But  the  prefi- 
dent  (hall,  on  no  pretext  whatever,  continue 
in  office  more  than  fix  months. 

i 

3.  In  all  public  ceremonies,  the  rank  which 
the  profeffors  {hall  hold,  next  to  the  prelident, 
{hall  be  determined  by  their  feniority  in  the 
exercife  of  their  public  duties  of  inftru&ion. 

4.  The  profeffors  {hall  have  no  influence 
nor  right  of  fuperintendance  over  the  other 
phyficians  of  the  city  or  diftrift  in  which  they 
are  placed,  nor,  except  within  the  college,  over 
the  ffudents  who  {hall  be  governed  by  the  pub¬ 
lic  police. 

5.  All  the  authority  with  which  the  profef¬ 
fors  fhall  be  vefted,  {hall  be  employed  in  the 
public  or  private  bufmefs  at  which  one  of  them 
prefides :  as  they  are  to  be  regarded  as  the 
principals,  they  {hall  be  obeyed  in  every  thing 
relating  to  the  police  of  the  college. 

6.  The  profeffors  {hall  ele6b  one  of  their 
number  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  libra¬ 
rian  y  and  another,  to  whom  the  care  of  the 
paufeums  of  the  college  {hall  be  entrufled, 
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Thefe  profeffors  will  have,  as  fhall  be  after¬ 
wards  fpecified,  pupils  under  their  direchon, 
who  fhall  perform  the  drudgery  of  thefe  differ¬ 
ent  employments.  Thefe  elections  (hall  be  re¬ 
newed  every  two  or  three  years. 

7.  The  medical  profeffors  (hall  confine  them- 
felves  to  their  refpe&ive  duties,  to  which  they 
fhould  dedicate  themfelves  entirely  ;  and,  with¬ 
out  undertaking  any  other  charge,  they  ought 
to  obey,  in  quiet,  the  laws  by  which  they  fhall 
be  governed. 

8.  Three  cenfors  chofen  by  the  ele&oral 
body  (fpecified  in  §  V.)  of  the  phyficians  of 
the  diflritf:  of  the  college,  fhall  be  appointed, 
to  fee  that  all  the  branches  of  inftru&ion,  the 
decilions  in  the  competitions  for  profefforfhips, 
and  the  examinations  and  admiffions  of  prac¬ 
titioners,  fhall  be  carried  on  according  to  the 
regulations.  They  fhall  vifit  the  college  as 
often  as  they  can ;  they  fhall  affift  at  ali  the 
public  bulinefs  of  the  college  ;  they  fhall  at¬ 
tend  to  the  complaints  of  fludents,  when  ne- 
ceffary;  and  they  fhall  lay  their  remarks  be¬ 
fore  the  Mjnifters  who  fhall  have  the  fuperin- 
tendance  of  public  inftru&ions.  Thefe  cen¬ 
fors  ought  to  be  renewed  every  two  years,* 

and. 
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and,  before  going  out  of  office,  they  ought  to 
give  a  public  account  of  the  commiflion  with 
which  they  had  been  entrufted. 

§  IV.  Of  the  Number  and  fur  if  diction  of  the  Medi - 
x  cal  Colleges . 

Medical  colleges,  may  be  ftyled  public 
bodies,  compofed  of  profeffiors  appointed  to 
teach  every  department  of  the  healing  art  \  and 
authorifed  to  admit  phyficians  and  furgeons  to 
the  right  of  praclifing  in  every  part  of  the 
kingdom,  without  exception,  according  to  re¬ 
gulations  determined  by  law. 

Such  bodies  ought  not  to  be  numerous.  If 
they  were  too  much  multiplied,  the  places  of 
profeffiors,  lefs  honourable,  and  lefs  lucrative, 
would  be  lefs  eagerly  fought ;  the  duties  of 
teaching  would  be  lefs  faithfully  fulfilled  ;  the 
stdmiffion  of  practitioners  would  become  more 
eafy  \  and  hence,  all  the  advantages  of  the  re¬ 
form  which  is  wifhed  to  be  executed,  would 
be  loft. 

Thefe  colleges  ffiould,  therefore,  be  only 
four  or  five  in  number.  One  ftiould  certain¬ 
ly  be  founded  at  Paris,  another  at  Montpellier, 


one 


1792. 


COM  MEN?  ARIES. 


223 


one  at  Strafbourg  or  at  Nancy,  Befan^on,  or 
Dijon,  and  perhaps  two  others ;  of  which, 
one  may  be  at  Nantes  or  Rennes,  and  the  o- 
ther  at  Bourdeaux. 

The  circumftance  which  renders  it  proper 
to  eftablifh  one  of  thefe  colleges  at  Strafbourg, 
is,  that  as  the  faculty  of  medicine  of  that  city, 
has,  for  a  long  time,  been  very  much  celebrat¬ 
ed,  (Indents  repair  thither  from  every  part  of 
Germany ;  which  would  no  longer  happen,  if 
the  medical  college  were  transferred  to  any  o- 
ther  place. 

With  refpeft  to  the  cities  of  Bourdeaux  and 
Nantes,  thefe  feem  the  mod  convenient,  on 
account  of  their  diftance  from  Paris  and  Mont¬ 
pellier.  Befides,  thefe  cities,  from  their  popu¬ 
lation  and  opulence,  are  well  calculated  to  en¬ 
courage  eminent  phyficians  and  furgeons  to 
fettle  in  them. 

It  is  alfo  to  be  remarked,  that  the  ftudents 
of  furgery  being  united  to  thofe  of  medicine, 
will  form  a  great  number  of  pupils ;  the  great- 
eft  part  of  whom,  not  being  much  indebted  to 
fortune,  will  not  be  in  a  fituation  for  making 
great  journeys,  and  therefore,  five  colleges 
will  not  be  too  much  for  their  reception. 
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It  will  be  mentioned,  when  treating  of  com¬ 
petitions  for  vacant  profelforfliips,  that  the 
cxaminators  or  judges  {hall  be  chofen  by  an  e- 
le&oral  body,  formed  of  a  certain  number  of 
the  ele&ors  and  phyficians  of  the  department. 
It  may  be  added,  that  all  the  phyficians  with¬ 
in  the  jurifdicHon  of  the  college,  {hall  be  invit¬ 
ed  to  attend  the  meeting,  at  which,  the  elec¬ 
tors  who  {hall  name  the  judges  of  the  compe¬ 
tition,  are  to  be  chofen.  It  is  therefore  ne- 
cefifary,  to  determine  the  jurifdi&ion  of  each  of 
thefe  colleges  *. 

The  following  divifion  is  propofed  : 

1.  The  college  of  Paris  {hall  comprehend 
twenty-four  deparments. 

2.  The  college  of  Montpellier,  {hall  include 
nventy-one  departments. 

3.  The  college  of  Strafbourg  {hall  compre¬ 
hend  thirteen. 

4.  The  college  of  Bourdeaux,  the  fame 
number. 

5.  The  college  of  Nantes  {hall  include 
twelve  departments. 

Each 

*  In  the  original,  the  various  departments  of  each 
•ollege,  are  fpecihed  ;  but  thefe  cannot  be  interefting  to 
an  Englilh  reader. 
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Each  college  fhall  publilh,  annually,  a  lift  of 
the  medical  practitioners  of  its  jurifdiCtion, 
fpecifying  their  names,  the  date  of  their  ad- 
mi  ffi  on,  their  places  of  abode,  and  the  duties 
with  which  they  are  charged. 

Reflections* 

■  ]  l 

In  the  above  table,  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
college  of  Paris,  is  the  mod  extenfive  of  any. 
That  capital  being  placed  nearly  in  the  centre, 
and  its  connections  with  other  places,  as  well 
as  its  hofpitals,  being  necefifarily  more  numer¬ 
ous  than  thofe  of  any  other  city  in  the  king¬ 
dom,  no  inconvenience  will  refult  from  that 
arrangement. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  college  of  Mont¬ 
pellier,  is  more  extenfive  than  that  of  the  0- 
ther  three  colleges,  on  account  of  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  city,  and  the  great  reputation 
which  its  prefent  college  enjoys. 

The  number  of  departments  allotted  to  the 
other  three  colleges,  is  nearly  equal. 

Thefe  various  jurifdiCtions,  will  facilitate  the 
meetings  of  the  phyficians  of  the  feveral  de- 
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partments,  when  they  are  fummoned  to  elec¬ 
tions,  or  on  any  other  occafion. 

It  is  to  be  underdood,  that  the  arrange¬ 
ment  of  thefe  jurifdifiions,  does  not,  in  any 
way,  affeft  the  medical  ftudies,  nor  the  ad- 
mijdions  to  the  degree  of  Doftor,  as  every 
perfon  fhall  be  entitled  to  apply  for  inflr unions 
or  degrees,  to  any  of  the  five  colleges  which 
he  may  prefer. 

§  V.  Of  the  Competitions  for  ProfeJforfjips ,  and 
the  Choice  of  ProfeJJors . 

The  choice  of  profefTors  is  of  great  im¬ 
portance.  Through  their  means,  emulation 
and  proficiency  are  diffufed ;  and  experience 
has  proved,  that  a  fingle  great  man  in  any 
college,  may  render  it  the  mod  celebrated  in 
the  world. 

•  ,  .  1  *  <  V  -  * 

There  are  three  ways  by  which  a  judgment 
may  be  formed  of  thofe  who  offer  themfelves 
candidates  for  a  vacant  profefforfhip,  viz.  by 
their  reputation,  by  their  publications,  and  by 
their  anfwers  in  the  competition. 

The  two  firft  means  are  inefficient.  So 
many  circumdances  affe&  reputation,  that  the 

world 
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world  is  every  day  deceived  in  the  chara&ers 
of  men.  Publications  are  often  not  the  works 
of  thofe  who  pafs  for  the  authors ;  and  befides, 
many  excel  in  writing,  who  are  unable  to  fpeak 

in  public  ;  without  which  qualification,  little 

■  '  1  ' 

fuccefs  in  teaching  can  be  obtained. 

An  ele&ion  by  vote,  without  competition; 

l  .  -  * 

has  been  propofed  ;  but  it  is  well  known,  that* 
places  are  often  difpofed  of  by  intrigue  ;  and 
that  the  jealoufy  of  thofe  of  low  abilities,  ne- 
ver  fails  to  fet  afide  men  of  fuperior  talents, 
whofe  merit  mud  be  publicly  known,  to  com¬ 
mand  all  the  votes. 

The  mode  of  competition  mud  therefore? 
be  chofen ;  no  other  can  be  fubdituted. 

It  may  be  conduced  in  the  following  man¬ 
lier  : 

i.  Four  months  before  the  competition 
fliall  begin,  the  Procureur-Syndic  of  the  de¬ 
partment  where  the  profedordiip  fliall  be  va¬ 
cant,  fliall  give  notice,  by  means  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  papers,  to  all  domedic  and  foreign  practi¬ 
tioners  of  medicine,  that  the  profefibrlhip  of 
- - ,  is  vacant  in  the  city  of - - ,  de¬ 
partment  of  — — —  ;  and  that  the  competi¬ 
tion  for  filling  it  up  will  commence  on - . 
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2.  Every  perfon,  whether  natives  or  Gran¬ 
gers,  may  compete.  The  competitors  will 
not  be  required  to  produce  the  degree  of  M.  D. ; 
for  fome  may  excel  in  particular  departments 
of  the  theory  of  medicine,  without  being  very 
intimately  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  that 
art,  and,  confequently,  without  having  receiv¬ 
ed  a  degree. 

3.  The  competitors  fhall  fend  their  names 
to  the  Procureur-Syndic  of  the  department. 
The  only  requifite  for  their  admiflion  to  the 
competition,  fhall  be  a  certificate  of  their  good 
moral  character,  figned  by  the  Magiftrate  of 
the  country  where  they  generally  refide. 

4.  The  cenfors  or  judges  of  the  competi¬ 
tion,  fhall  confifl  of  five  perfons ;  of  whom, 
two  fhall  always  be  chofen  among  the  profef- 
fors  of  the  college  in  which  the  vacancy  fhall 
have  happened,  and  three  among  the  phyfici- 
ans  of  the  departments  included  in  the  jurif- 
di£tion  of  the  faid  college. 

5.  Thefe  cenfors  or  judges  of  the  competi¬ 
tion,  fhall  he  chofen  by  an  ele&oral  body,  con¬ 
fiding  partly  of- a  certain  number  of  the  elec¬ 
tors,  and  of  a  certain  number  of  the  phyficians 
of  the  departments.  For  this  purpofe,  all  the 
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medical  practitioners  within  the  jurifdi&ion  of 
the  college,  (hall  be  requeued  to  attend  the 
meeting,  at  which  the  phyficians,  who  ffiail 
be  members  of  the  electoral  body,  are  to  be 
chofen.  The  only  qualification  for  the  medi¬ 
cal  cle&ors,  is  a  year’s  refidence  in  any  of  the 
municipalities  within  the  jurifdiCtion  of  the  col¬ 
lege  ;  for  afcertaining  which,  a  certificate  muft 
be  produced,  figned  by  one  of  the  municipal 
officers.  The  proportion  of  the  ele&ors  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  electoral  body  of  the  depart¬ 
ment,  and  of  thofe  appointed  by  the  medical 
practitioners,  ffiail  be  determined  by  the  regu¬ 
lations  which  the  National  Alfembly  ffiail  hate 
decreed  for  analogous  elections ;  and  ffiail,  in 
every  refpeCL  be  conformable  to  the  principles 
of  the  Condirudon. 

6.  When  a  college  ffiail  be  founded,  and 
where,  confequently,  there  ffiail  have  been  no 
profeifors  before  that  time,  the  electors  ffiail 
choofe  the  five  judges  of  the  competition,  from 
among  the  medical  practitioners  of  the  depart¬ 
ments  within  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  college. 

7.  Three  members  of  the  directory  of  the 
department,  ffiail  attend  ali  the  meetings  for 
the  competition  )  and  every  thing  nor  done  in 
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prefence  of  them,  fliall  be  confidered  as  void 
and  null.  The  three  cenfors  of  the  college, 
chofen  by  the  elc&oral  body  of  the  depart¬ 
ment,  fliall  alfo  attend  thefe  meetings. 

8.  As  the  ftudents  of  medicine  are  much 
interefted  in  the  proper  choice  of  a  profeflor, 
they  fliall  be  confulted  on  the  fubjeft  ;  there¬ 
fore,  the  fludents  who  fliall  have  palled  with 
applaufe  the  two  examinations  on  the  theoreti¬ 
cal  branches  of  medicine,  fliall  have  a  particu¬ 
lar  place  in  the  hall  where  the  competition  is  to 
be  held,  allotted  to  them ;  where  thofe  who  may 
defire  to  vote,  fliall  be  obliged  to  attend  regu¬ 
larly.  They  fliall,  every  day,  fign  their  names 
on  a  regifter  for  the  purpofe,  that  their  attend¬ 
ance  may  be  certified. 

9.  The  remaining  part  of  the  hall  fliall  be 
pofiefied  by  the  public,  who  ought  never  to 
be  excluded  from  places  where  their  interefls 
are  engaged. 

10.  The  five  judges  of  the  competition, 
fliall  name  one  of  their  number  to  prefide  ;  he 
fhall  be  the  moderator  in  their  public  bufinefs* 
In  all  their  other  duties,  the  five  judges  (hall 
follow  the  order  of  feniority. 

»  .  »  >x' 

Ho  The  queflions  and  anfwers  fliall  be,  ia 

#  /  F  C  >  *  •  r  *  t'  -  •  *  * 
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the  fame  manner  as  the  lefiures,  in  the  French 
language ;  in  order  that  the  merit  of  the  com¬ 
petitors  may  be  more  eafily  and  more  gener¬ 
ally  ascertained. 

12.  The  examination  {hall  confifl  in  written 
queftions  ;  to  which,  the  competitors  {hall  an- 
fwer  viva  voce . 

13.  The  judges  of  the  competition  {hall 
meet  fome  days  preceding  the  examination, 
to  prepare  the  queftions  which  they  mean  to 
put. 

14.  Each  competitor  {hall  anfwer  twelve 
queftions ;  therefore,  the  number  of  competi¬ 
tors  multiplied  by  twelve,  will  afeertain  that  of 
the  queftions  which  the  judges  rauft  prepare. 

15.  Thefe  queftions  {hall  be  contrived  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  to  comprehend  the  whole  extent  of 
the  fcience  which  {hall  be  the  fubjeft  of  examin¬ 
ation.  But,  in  order  that  the  competitors,  in  the 
diftribution  of  thefe  queftions,  may  be  examin¬ 
ed  on  different  parts  of  the  fcience,  the  notes 
on  which  the  queftions  are  written,  {hall  be 
divided  into  twelve  parts,  each  of  which  {hall 
be  aftigned  to  one  of  the  principal  depart¬ 
ments  of  the  fcience  ;  and  thefe  twelve  parts 
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fliall  be  did ributed  fucceffively' at  twelve  dif¬ 
ferent  times,  in  the  following  manner : 

The  notes  forming  the  firfl  part,  fliall  be 
put,  properly  folded,  into  a  vafe ;  from  which, 
each  of  the  competitors  fliall  draw  one  ;  on 
the  back  of  which,  he  fliall  write  his  name, 
without  opening  it ;  and  fliall  then  deliver  it 
to  the  prefident.  Thefe  notes  fliall  be  repla¬ 
ced  in  the  vafe  ;  and  the  competitors  {hall  an- 
fwer,  as  the  notes,  on  which  their  names  are 
written,  {hall  be  drawn  by  lot.  One  of  the 
members  of  the  dire&ory,  fliall  be  requefled 
to  draw  the  queflions  from  the  vafe,  as  they 
are  required.  The  fame  method  fliall  be  ad¬ 
opted  for  the  remaining  eleven  parts.  The 
anfwers  of  the  competitors,  fliall  be  in  the 
flyle  of  lectures  on  the  feveral  fubje&s. 

i  <5.  Mter  the  examination  is  finiflied,  the 
decifion  fliall  be  determined  in  the  following 
manner : 

(i.)  The  {Indents defcribed  in  the  8th  article, 
whofe  names  are  written  each  day  of  the  com¬ 
petition  on  the  regifler,  fliall  be  called  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  alphabetical  order  of  their  names. 
Each  of  them  fliall  put  into  a  vafe,  placed  be¬ 
fore  the  prefident,  a  flip  of  paper,  on  which 
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fliali  be  written  the  name  of  that  competitor 
whom  he  {hall  believe  mod  capable  of  fulfill¬ 
ing  the  duties  of  the  vacant  profeflbrfliip. 
The  vafe  fball  after  this  remain  covered,  till 
the  votes  {hall  be  reckoned. 

(2.)  The  competitors  fhall  be  next  called,  alfo 
in  the  alphabetical  order  of  their  names,  and 
each  fhall  put  into  another  vafe,  a  flip  of  pa¬ 
per,  containing  the  name  of  the  perfon  among 
themfelves,  whom  he  fliali  judge  to  be  bed 
informed.  This  vafe  fliali  alfo  be  covered 
till  the  votes  are  reckoned. 

(3.)  Laflly,  the  judges  of  the  competition 
fliali  be  called  on  by  the  prefident ;  and  their 
votes  (hall,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  others, 
be  depoflted  in  a  vafe. 

17.  The  prefident,  accompanied  by  the 
members  of  the  directory,  the  three  centers, 
and  two  of  the  competitors,  {hall  then  proceed 
publicly,  and  without  delay,  to  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  three  vafes.  The  plurality  of 
votes  of  the  fludents  fhall  be  reckoned  as  one, 
and  that  of  thofe  of  the  competitors  as  ano¬ 
ther  :  thefe  two  votes  fhall  be  balanced  with 
tliofe  of  the  judges  of  the  competition  j  and 
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the  profefTbrfhip  fhall  be  adjudged  to  the  can¬ 
didate  in  whoe  favour  there  is  a  majority. 

1 8.  In  the  event  of  an  equality  of  votes, 
the  votes  fhall  be  again  called  for  the  two 
candidates  for  whom  they  had  been  divided, 
and  the  majority  fhall  decide. 

It  is  probable,  that  the  judges,  the  compe¬ 
titors,  and  the  fludents,  thus  oppofed  to  each 
other,  will  be  obliged  to  be  juft;  and  that  the 
candidate  of  merit,  will  be  as  certain  of  fuc- 
cefs  in  the  competition,  as  it  is  poffible  to  be. 

The  profeffors  thus  ele&ed,  fhould  hold  the 
office  for  life,  or,  at  lead,  they  ought  not  to  be 
removed,  but  after  a  confiderable  fpace  of 
time,  as  twelve  or  fifteen  years  perhaps ;  and 

they  ought  even  then  to  be  continued,  if  the 

* 

public  be  pleafed  with  them  ;  for,  as  a  profef- 
for  cannot  excel  in  any  particular  department 
of  infirudtion,  without  attaching  himfelf  en¬ 
tirely  to  it,  it  is  juft  that  he  fhould  enjoy,  as 
long  as  he  merits  it,  the  advantage  refulting 
from  that  attachment.  Befides,  experience 
has  proved,  beyond  a  doubt,  that  thofe  who 
are  elected  for  a  fhort  fpace  of  time  only,  do 
not  engage  in  the  duties  of  office  with  fuffi- 
cient  zeal. 

The 
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The  fuperintendance  of  the  three  cenfors, 
mentioned  in  §  111. ;  the  public  account  which 
they  mud  render  ;  the  complaints  of  the  ftu- 
dents,  to  which  they  {hall  be  obliged  to  attend; 
and  the  competition  of  private  courfes  of  lec¬ 
tures,  which  will  be  preferred  to  theirs,  if 
they  are  negligent  in  their  inftru&ions  ;  will 
certainly  be  fufficient  to  induce  the  profeffors 
to  attend  to  their  duty,  or  to  recal  them  to  it, 
if  they  Ihould  happen  to  flray. 

But,  in  order  to  prevent  that  inconvenience 
with  more  certainty,  if  it  fhould  appear  neceflary 
that  the  profefibr  of  each  branch  ought  to  be 
re-ele&ed  after  twelve  or  fifteen  years,  it  may 
be  done  in  the  following  manner  : 

1.  The  electoral  body  {hall  be  fummoned  in 
the  manner  already  fixed,  and  fhall  name  five 
judges. 

2.  The  fludents  who  {hall  have  pafled  the 
two  examinations  on  the  theoretical  parts  of 
medicine,  {hall  be  alfo  afiembled. 

3.  The  five  judges,  and  the  fludents,  {hall 
decide,  by  feparate  ballots,  if  there  fhall  be 
occafion  for  a  new  competition  for  the  profef- 
forfhip. 

j  -!,  * 
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4.  The  majority  of  votes  of  the  Undents 
fhall  be  eftimated  at  two  ;  and  thefe  fliali  be 
balanced  with  thofe  of  the  judges  feparately. 

5.  If  the  majority  of  thefe  votes,  which 
fhall  be  reckoned  feven  in  number,  decide 
that  there  fhall  be  a  new  competition,  it  fliali 
be  conducted  in  the  manner  already  defcribed  ; 
if  not,  the  profeflfor  fliali  continue  to  exercife 
the  duties  of  his  office. 

§  VI.  Of  the  order  and  duration  of  the  Medical  Stu¬ 
dies,  and  f  the  Examinations  of  Students . 

The  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  Vienna,  the 
eftablifliment  of  which  is  very  recent,  fince  it 
is  the  work  of  Van  Swieten,  prefcribes  five 
years  of  fludy  to  the  pupils.  The  firft  year, 
they  are  defired  to  fludy  Anatomy,  Botany, 
and  Chemiftry ;  the  fecond,  Piiyfiology  is  add¬ 
ed  to  thefe ;  during  the  third  year,  they  mufl 
continue  the  fludy  of  Phvflology,  and  add  that 
of  Pathology  and  the  Materia  Medica;  dur¬ 
ing  the  fourth  year,  they  join  to  thefe  two 
latter  branches  of  medicine,  the  fludy  of  the 
Pradlice  of  Phyfic  ;  and,  during  the  fifth  year, 
continuing  to  pay  the  greatefl  attention  to  the 
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Pra&ice  of  Medicine,  they  mud  recapitulate 
all  the  other  branches. 

In  feveral  German  univerfities,  the  claffea 
are  opened  after  Lent,  for  the  Summer  fef- 
fion.  There  are  fix  weeks  of  vacation ;  and 
the  clafies  are  again  opened  on  the  day  after 
the  fefiival  of  St  Michael,  for  the  Winter  fef- 
fion.  M.  Zenker,  phyfician  at  Berlin,  who 
has  fent  to  the  Societe  de  Medecine,  a  very  in- 
ftru&ive  elfay  on  the  German  univerfities, 
mentions,  that  in  fome  of  them  the  duration 
of  fiudies  is  three,  and,  in  the  greatefi  num¬ 
ber,  five  years.  In  fome,  the  firfi  year  of 
medical  fiudies  is  dedicated  to  Logic.  In  the 
college  of  Salerno,  the  medical  pupils  are  ob¬ 
liged  to  fludy  that  department  of  philofophy, 
for  feveral  years  preceding  the  commencement 
of  their  medical  fiudies.  In  Prufiia,  the  courfe 
of  fiudies  is  not  entirely  finifhed  within  five 
years ;  for  it  is  required  of  the  young  phyfi¬ 
cian,  at  Brefiaw  and  at  Berlin,  that  he  fhall 
difieft  publicly;  and  that  he  fhall  preferibe,  in 
a  cafe  of  the  Pra&ice  of  Medicine,  which  is 
propofed  to  him.  At  Mayence,  the  regula¬ 
tions  are  the  fame;  and  at  Vienna,  when  De 
Haen  and  Stoll,  taught  Clinical  medicine  there, 

the 


MEDICAL 


Dec.  II* 


the  candidates  were  required  to  take  charge 
of  feveral  patients  under  the  care  of  the  pro- 
feffors,  before  it  was  determined  whether 
they  fhould  enjoy  the  privileges  of  a  medical 
pra&itioner. 

M.  TilTot.  who  has  written  very  well  on 
this  fubjecf,  advifes  only  four  years  of  ftudy» 
He  prefcribes,  for  the  firfl  year,  the  fame 
courfes  as  Van  Swdeten  does:  for  the  fecond," 
he  advifes  the  fame  courfes  which  Van  Swie- 
ten  has  allotted  for  the  third,  with  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  the  fludy  of  Surgery ;  of  which  no 
mention  is  made  in  the  diflribution  of  the  pro- 
fefforfhips  of  the  Medical  Faculty  of  Vienna : 
for  the  third  year,  he  recommends  the  fludy 
of  the  Hiflory  of  Medicine,  of  Hygieine,  of 
Medical  jurifprudence,  and  of  Clinical  Medi¬ 
cine  ;  on  which  latter,  the  fludents  ought  to 

* »  * 

be  required  to  fpend  exclufively  the  fourth 
year. 

Several  members  of  the  Society  of  Medi¬ 
cine  of  Paris,  who  have  confidered  this  fubje£t, 
and  who  have  communicated  to  that  Society 
therefult  of  their  deliberations,  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  duration  of  Medical  Studies,  ought  to 
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be  for  at  lead  fix  years ;  during  which  time, 
they  preferibe  the  following  courfe  of  ftudy: 

1  ft  Year.  Natural  Philofophy,  in  fo  far  as 
it  is  conne&ed  with  Medicine,  Anatomy,  and 
Phyfiology.  The  ftudents  ftiould  begin  to 
learn  the  art  of  Difte&ion. 

2 d  Year.  Continuation  of  the  preceding 
ftudies,  Difie&ion,  Chemiftry  and  Mineralogy, 
Zoology  and  Botany. 

3<i  Year.  Continuation  of  Anatomy,  Che- 
miftry  and  Botany,  to  which  {hall  be  added, 
Materia  Medica,  Pharmacy  and  Hygieine. 

About  the  middle  of  this  year,  the  ftudents 
{liall  begin  to  attend  the  wrards  appropriated 
for  the  Practical  or  Clinical  Inftru&ions.  They 
{hall  attend  a  courfe  of  le&ures  on  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  Surgery,  of  which  they  fhall  ftudy 
the  elements.  They  {hall,  in  their  attendance 
on  the  Clinical  wards,  follow  that  profeftor 
only  who  {hall  be  intruded  with  teaching  that 
branch  of  medicine. 

Afh  Year.  Continuation  of  Materia  Me¬ 
dica,  Pharmacy  and  Hygieine,  and  the  Infti- 
tutions  of  Medicine,  that  is.  Pathology,  No- 
fology  and  Therapeutics ;  all  which  {hall  be 
taught  by  the  fame  profeftor.  The  ftudents 

{hall 
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fhall  learn  the  manner  of  applying  bandages, 
and  {hall  pradfife  the  operations  of  furgery  on 
the  dead  body.  They  fhall  begin  the  (tudy 
of  Midwifery;  and  {hall  attend,  for  the  firft 
time,  the  leSures  on  Clinical  Medicine. 

$th  Sc  6th  Years.  Thefe  (hall  be  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  fludy  of  Clinical  Medicine  and 
Surgery.  The  pupils  dial!  ftudy,  at  the  fame 
time.  Medical  Jurifprudence ;  the  elements  of 
which,  one  of  the  profeffors  of  the  Pra&ice 
of  Phyfic  fhall  teach  them,  and  alfo  the  Hif- 
tory  of  Medicine. 

Several  very  forcible  reafons,  however,  ap¬ 
pear  to  render  it  inexpedient,  that  the  arrange¬ 
ment  and  duration  of  the  (ludies  (liould  be  fix¬ 
ed  by  law. 

A  father  ought  to  be  authorifed  to  educate 
his  fon  under  his  own  eye  *.  It  is  proper, 
that  the  houfe  of  his  father  may  become  a 
fchool,  from  which  the  young  man  may  offer 
himfelf  for  examination ;  and  it  is  particularly 

neceflary, 

*  The  Faculty  of  Medicine  of  Paris,  is  perhaps  the 

\ 

only  one  where  this  cuftom  is  adopted.  The  fons  of  the 
Doctors  of  the  Faculty,  are  admitted  to  the  probation¬ 
ary  examination,  without  being  obliged  to  attend  claffes  ; 
and  they  are  exempted  from  part  of  the  examination  for 
licentiate. 
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fceceflary,  that  the  education  of  colleges  fhoukl 
not  he  exclufive  ;  and  that  candidates  educat¬ 
ed  by  private  teachers,  diould  be  admitted  to 
the  public  examinations.  It  is  equitable,  that 
aftive  minds  diould  not  be  forced  to  purfue, 
with  painful  precifion,  the  fame  route  with 
the  moll  fluggiih  genius ;  and  that  each  may 
freely  make  the  mod;  of  his  natural  talents. 
Thefe  requifites  could  not  be  accomplidied* 
if  the  duration  of  fludies  were  determined  by 
regulations.  On  fuch  occafions,  advice,  and 
not  orders,  ought  to  be  given.  No  period  of 
ftudy  ihould  be  prefcribed  ;  no  particular  pro- 
feffors  ought  to  be  pointed  out :  let  it  merely 
be  agreed,  that,  with  refpeft  to  minds  of  an 
ordinary  damp,  fix  years  will  not  be  too  much 
for  the  purpofe  of  dudying  Medicine  in  its  full 
extent ;  that,  with  refpefl  to  the  medical  (la¬ 
dies,  they  diould  be  divided,  as  the  branches 
of  indru£lion,  into  Theoretical  and  Practical ; 
and  it  mud:  be  remembered,  that  the  Theore¬ 
tical  fciences  are  divided  into  the  Preliminary 
ones,  and  thofe  which  are  immediately  neceffarv. 
It  may  be  added,  that  the  Theoretical  fciences, 
which  are  immediately  neceflary,  ought  not 
to  be  dudied  till  after  the  Preliminary  ones 
Yol*  VII.  Dec.  II.  are 
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are  perfectly  underftood  ;  that  towards  the  end 
of  the  fecond  year,  it  will  be  proper  to  conjoin 
the  ftudy  of  both,  which  will  {tamp  an  addi¬ 
tional  value  on  the  Preliminary  fciences ;  and 
that  on  the  third  year,  the  pupils  may  attend 
the  Clinical  wards,  which  they  fhould  not 
leave  till  towards  the  end  of  the  fixth  year. 

•  Thefe  hints  will  be  fufficient  for  thofe  who 
have  confidered  attentively  the  table  which  has 
been  given. 

As  the  Undents  of  medicine  oudn  to  have 

o 

full  liberty  in  the  choice  of  their  preceptors, 
and  in  the  order  and  duration  of  their  {Indies; 
and  as  reftri&ions  of  every  kind  are  unjnfl, 
fmce  it  is  the  knowledge,  and  not  the  time 
fpent  in  acquiring  it,  of  which  a  judgement 
ought  to  be  formed,  the  ftudents  {hall  not  be 
obliged  to  produce  any  certificates  of  ftudy, 
in  order  to  be  admitted  to  examinations  which 
ought  to  be  open  to  every  one  :  the  flriflnefs 
of  the  examinations  ihouid  alone  be  fufficient 
to  keep  ignorance  and  dullnefs  at  a  diftance. 

The  examinations  on  the  Theory  and  Prac¬ 
tice,  lhall  take  place  at  the  end  of  the  feffion, 
the  one  immediately  after  the  other  ;  for  it  is 
proper,  that  the  man  who  poffeffes  a  fufficient 

degree 
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degree  of  knowledge,  may  proceed  from  the  one 
to  the  other,  and  may  acquire,  without  any  ob- 
ftacle,  the  title  of  Phyfician  if  he  fhail  merit  it. 

With  thefe  views,  as  all  the  branches  of 
Medical  inftru&ion,  (hall  every  year  be  con¬ 
cluded  about  the  10th  of  September,  the  firfL 
examination  on  Theory  may  be  begun  on  the 
32th,  and  the  fecond  on  the  26th  of  the  fame 
month.  The  examination  on  the  Pra&ice  of 
Phyfic,  may  be  commenced  on  the  8th  of  Oc¬ 
tober,  after  which  there  {hall  be  a  fliort  vaca¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  feflion  may  again  commence  a- 
bout  the  10th  of  November. 

§  VII.  Of  the  Examination  of  Students . 

.  *  *  *.  **  » 

Of  Examinations  in  general ,  and  of  Medical 

Thefes. 

Examinations,  as  they  are  conduced  in 
the  prefent  Colleges,  are  infuflicient  to  attain 
the  propofed  end.  They  are  carried  on  in 
Latin  ;  and,  if  ever  ignorance  can  be  conceal¬ 
ed  under  the  veil  of  fluent  eloquence,  it  mult 
be  chiefly  in  that  language.  As  the  fludems 
are  examined  viva  voce ,  thofe  who,  from  want 
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of  the  habit  of  fpeaking,  or  from  timidity,  are 
embarrafTed,  may  be  hence  completely  pre¬ 
vented  from  fuccefs.  The  public  is  not  admit¬ 
ted  to  the  examinations ;  and  therefore,  it  is 
allowable  to  conclude,  that  thefe  are  merely 
formal  ceremonies  :  and,  in  fhort,  the  queflions 
are  propofed  by  the  judges  at  will,  and  hence 
their  impartiality  may  be  doubted. 

In  feveral  Faculties  of  medicine,  all  the  fel¬ 
lows  have  a  right  to  put  queflions,  and  they 
do  fo  in  effect ;  therefore,  thefe  queflions  are 
without  method,  are  quite  unconne&ed,  and 
are  devoid  of  general  principles  \  and  there¬ 
fore,  in  thefe  examinations,  every  thing  de¬ 
pends  on  chance. 

None  of  thefe  inconveniences  ftiould  exift, 
in  the  new  order  of  affairs  which  ought  to 
be  eftablifhed. 

In  fome  of  the  uni  verities  of  Germany, 
queflions  are  propofed  in  waiting ;  and  the 
fludents  are  required  to  bring,  next  day,  writ^ 
ten  anfwers.  It  will  be  readily  feen  how  eah- 
fy  they  may  procure  affiflance  on  fuch  oeca- 
fions. 

The  fame  obfervations  are  applicable  to 
the  thefes,  and  the  kind  of  argumentation  to 
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which  they  lead.  The  former  may  be  the 
work  of  another,  and  the  latter  may  have 
been  fuggefled :  hence  ail  that  ceremony  af¬ 
fords  no  proof  of  the  candidate’s  abilities. 
Without  entirely  exploding  thefes,  which 
ought  by  no  means  to  be  included  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  legal  and  neceffary  proofs,  the  fludents 
may  be  invited  to  compofe  differtations  on  va¬ 
rious  fubje£ls  of  contemplation,  of  pra&ice,  or 
of  enquiry,  which  they  may  have  particularly 
kivefligated  :  thefe  fubje&s  might  be  pointed 
out  by  the  profeffors  themfelves,  to  fuch  flu- 
dents  as  fhall  have  fliewn  the  greatefl  indus¬ 
try  and  ability.  Thefe  differtations  fliould  be 
prefented  to  the  college  and  the  public.  At  the 
end  of  each  examination,  the  fludents  fliould 
exhibit  their  views,  and  their  principal  eonciu- 
fions,  in  a  concife  difeourfe.  This  plan,  while 
it  excludes  all  argumentation,  may  contribute 
materially  to  the  improvement  of  the  healing 
art. 

Of  the  Examination  of  Students  in  particular . 

m 

The  examination  of  fludents  ought  to  be 
SPndu&ed  in  a  different  manner  from  that  of 
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the  competitions  for  profefTorfhips,  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  reafons  : 

1.  The  ftudents,  if  confulted  on  the  an- 
fwers  of  their  companions,  might  be  determin¬ 
ed  in  their  decificns  by  motives  of  indulgence, 
which  would  be  very  oppofite  to  what  the 
public  welfare  requires.  They  are  not  parti- 
culary  interefted  that  their  fellow  ftudents 
fliould  be  well  informed  ;  but  it  is  of  material 
ponfequence  to  them,  that  their  profeflors  ftiould 
be  as  vrell  acquainted,  as  poflible,  with  the 
branches  of  fcience  which  they  teach* 

2.  The  art  of  public  fpeaking  is  abfolutely 
neceftary  to  profelfors,  but  not  to  ftudents. 
The  difficulty  of  expreffing  clearly  the  ideas  by 
fpeech,  forming  frequently  a  great  obftacle  to 
young  men,  it  is  proper  that  their  examina¬ 
tions  ftiould  be  carried  on  by  writing. 

The  ftudents  {hall  be  admitted  to  three  exa- 
minations,  at  the  end  of  every  year,  on  fixed 
days;  the  two  firft  of  which  {hall  be  on  the 
Theory  of  Medicine,  and  the  latter  on  the 
Trad  ice  of  Phyfic, 

The  following  regulations  are  propofed  for 
the  examinations : 


Mi  - 
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Of  the  Flrjl  7  heoretical  Examination  on  the  Pre¬ 
liminary  or  Introductory  Sciences  of  Medicine. 

i  ■  .  »  ,  .  * 

1.  The  firft  examination  on  the  Theory 
of  Medicine,  fhail  inclnde  the  Preliminary 
Sciences  *. 

2.  This  examination  (hall  be  continued  for 
three  days. 

During  the  firft  day,  the  candidates  final! 
be  queftioned  on  Anatomy  and  Phyiiology  f ; 
during  the  fecond,  on  Chemiftry  as  it  is  con¬ 
nected  with  Medicine,  and  on  Pharmacy  ;  and, 
during  the  third  day,  on  Materia  Medica. 

3.  On  each  day,  four  queftions  (hall  be  put 
to  each  candidate. 

4.  During  the  days  preceding  the  examina¬ 
tions,  the  profeftors  fhail  meet,  and  fhail  ar¬ 
range  the  queftions  to  be  propofed.  The 
number  of  thefe  queftions  fhail  be  equal  to 
that  of  the  candidates,  multiplied'  by  four. 

0^4  They 

*  See  Part  1.  Chap.  2.  Sedf.  1.  §  1. 

4  It  is  furprifing,  that  in  every  modern  plan  for  me¬ 
dical  ftudy,  and  in  the  examinations,  Phyiiology  Ihould 
Hill  be  placed  very  much  before  Anatomy,  as  it  was  two 
centuries  ago.  This  order  is  precifely  the  reverfe  of 
what  the  nature  of  the  fubie&s  require. 


248 


MEDICAL 


Deg.  IL 


They  fhall  be  fo  contrived,  as  to  comprehend 
the  mod  ufeful  parts  of  the  fciences  which 
form  the  fubjeft  of  the  examinations.  In  or¬ 
der  that  each  ftudent  may  be  oueflioned  on 
the  different  departments  of  thefe  fciences,  the 
mi  nbered  notes  on  which  the  queftions  for 
each  day  dial!  be  written,  fhall  be  divided  in- 

i 

to  four  parts,  each  of  which  fhall  include  a 
particular  fubjedt;  and  fhall  be  parcelled  out 
among  the  candidates. 

5.  For  this  purpofe,  the  notes  forming  the 
firfl  divifion  of  the  four  parts  of  the  firll  day, 
fhall  be  put  into  a  vafe  placed  before  the  pre- 

fident. 

^  * 

The  candidates,  whom  he  fhall  call  in  the 
alphabetical  order  of  their  names,  fhall  each 
draw  a  note,  which  he  fhall  read  aloud.  The 
fee  retar  y  fhall  write  the  name  of  the  candidate 
on  the  regifler  where  the  que (lions  fhall  have 
been  previously  written.  1  he  fame  fhall  be 
done  with  1- tie  other  three  parts ;  and,  on  each 
day,  the  queftions  fhall  be  diftributed  by  lot 
in'  the  fame  manner. 

6f  The  diftribution  of  the  queftions  fhall 
.■?  made  early  in  the  morning.  The  candi- 
cates  fhall  begin  to  work  immediately  after, 

and 
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and  (hall  continue  employed  till  the  even¬ 
ing.  During  the  whole  time,  they  {hall 
obferve  the  mod  profound  filence ;  and  dial!, 
under  no  pretext  whatever,  have  any  commu¬ 
nication  with  one  another.  Some  trufly  per- 
fons  fliall  remain  in  the  hall  to  fuperintend  the 
candidates ;  they  (hall  furnilh  them  with  the  ne- 
ceifary  food,  and  Ihall  accompany  them  always 
when  they  are  obliged  to  leave  the  hall. 
Every  (Indent  who  (hall  {peak  to  any  other 
perfon  than  thofe  charged  to  fuperintend  him, 
ihall  be  excluded  from  the  examination ;  and 
every  cue  who  fliall  be  convicted  of  having 
procured  information  on  the  fubjeft  of  his 
quell  ion,  fliall  be  for  ever  precluded  from  the 
-examinations. 

7.  In  the  evening,  at  an  hour  determined 
by  the  regulations,  the  candidates  fliall  be  re¬ 
quired  to  deliver  their  anfwers  to  the  four 
queflions,  written  on  four  different  papers, 
iigned  by  them,  and  with  the  numbers  cor-* 
refponding  to  thofe  of  the  queflions  which 
they  fliall  have  received  in  the  morning. 

8.  It  is  expected  that  the  anfwers  be  writ-! 
ten  in  fuch  a  manner  that  they  can  be  eafily 
y?ad  5  and  that  they  be  compreffed  into  fuch  a 
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form,  that  only  about  fix  minutes  may  be 
fpent  in  reading  each  of  them.  The  anfwers, 
as  well  as  the  queflions,  fhall  be  written  in  the 
French  language. 

9.  The  anfwers  marked  by  the  fecretary, 
fnall  be  delivered,  at  the  end  of  each  meeting, 
to  the  prefident  of  the  College.  They  fhall 
be  examined,  without  delay,  by  a  particular 
committee  of  the  profeffors,  who  fhall  give,  in 
writing,  a  judgement,  with  their  reafons  on 
thefe  different  anfwers.  The  three  medical 
cenfors  chofen  by  the  electoral  body,  already 
mentioned,  and  one  of  the  members  of  the  di¬ 
rectory,  department,  or  did  rid,  fhall  be  joined 
in  the  committee  with  the  examining  profef¬ 
fors. 

10.  One  or  more  days  fhall  be  fet  apart  for 
reading  publicly  the  anfwers  of  the  candidates, 
and  the  judgements  of  the  profeffors. 

11.  Each  candidate,  after  having  read  his 
anfwers,  or  heard  them  read,  fhall  anfwer  two 
queflions  viva  voce .  Thefe  queflions  fhall 
have  been  previoufly  fettled  by  the  profeffors, 
and  drawn  by  lot  in  the  manner  already  men¬ 
tioned.  The  intention  of  this  regulation,  is 
to  afford  each  candidate  an  opportunity  of 

difplaying 
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difplaying  his  abilities  to  the  greatefl  advan¬ 
tage,  and  of  fhewing  that  he  is  capable  of 
fpeaking  publicly,  if  he  fliould  fortunately  pof- 
fefs  that  talent. 

12.  The  profefTors  being  thus  made  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  merit  of  the  candidates,  in 
every  refpeft,  fliall  pafs,  on  each,  a  definitive 
judgment ;  in  confequence  of  which,  they  * 
fhall  be  admitted,  or  rejected. 

13.  The  days  for  reading  the  anfwers  and 
judgments,  fhall  be  at  as  fhort  a  diftance  as 
poffible,  from  thofe  allotted  for  the  work  of 
the  candidates.  Three  members  of  the  di¬ 
rectory  fliall  attend  at  the  decifion. 

14.  The  public,  for  whom  the  common 
hall  fliould  always  be  open  during  examina¬ 
tions,  fliall  be  particularly  invited,  by  an  ad- 
vertifement  written  in  the  French  language, 
to  thefe  latter  meetings,  which  ought  to  be 
held  with  great  folemnity. 

15.  The  candidates  (hall  be  entitled  to  de¬ 
mand  from  the  prefid ent,  a  copy  of  their  an¬ 
fwers,  and  the  decifions  on  them. 

The  examinations,  on  thefe  principles,  be¬ 
ing  conducted  with  precifion  and  impartiality, 
will  deferve  a  degree  of  confidence  which  the 
prefenc  mode  of  examining  cannot  infpire. 
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Of  the  Second  Theoretical  Examination  on  the 
immediately  necejfary  Medical  Sciences , 

1.  The  medical  fciences  immediately  necef- 
fary  *,  {hall  form  the  fubjeft  of  this  examina¬ 
tion  ;  which  {hall,  like  the  former,  be  comb* 
nued  for  three  days. 

2.  On  the  firft  day,  the  queflions  fliall  re- 
.  late  to  Hygieine,  or  the  general  means  of 

preferving  health  ;  on  the  fecond  day,  they 
fliall  relate  to  Pathology ;  and  on  the  third 
day,  to  Nofology  and  Therapeutics. 

3.  On  each  day,  four  queflions  in  writing 
fliall  be  propofed  to  each  candidate ;  and,  in 
every  refpeft,  the  fame  method  fliall  be  pur- 
fued,  as  in  the  firfl  examination. 


Of  the  Third  Examination  on  the  Practice  of 

Medicine . 

* 

1.  The  Medical  treatment  of  difeafes,  and 
Clinical  Medicine  and  Surgery,  fliall  form  the 
fubjeft  of  this  lad  examination,  which  fhali 
be  continued  for  nine  days. 

2,  Qq 

*  See  f  I. 
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2.  On  the  firfi  day,  the  quefiions  (hall  re¬ 
late  to  difeafes  of  the  Bones,  and  to  the  chirur- 
gical  operations  which  their  treatment  requires* 

On  the  fecond  day,  they  {hall  relate  to  dif¬ 
eafes  of  the  Head,  Neck,  and  Thorax,  the 
treatment  of  which  requires  chirurgical  afiift- 
ance. 

On  the  third,  they  fhall  refpect  the  chirur¬ 
gical  difeafes  of  the  Abdomen,  and  of  the  Ex¬ 
tremities,  and  the  art  of  Midwifery. 

On  the  fourth  day,  Acute  difeafes  fhall  form 
the  fubjeft  of  examination. 

On  the  fifth  day,  the  quefiions  (half  relate 
to  Chronic  difeafes. 

3.  On  each  of  thefe  days,  four  quefiions 
fhall  be  put  to  each  candidate,  who  {hall  be 
required  to  anfwer  the  firfi  viva  voce ,  and  the 
other  three  in  writing :  in  other  refpe&s,  the 
fame  method  fhall  be  adopted,  as  in  the  firfi 
examination.  Hence,  at  the  beginning  of  each 
meeting,  the  diftribution  of  quefiions  fhall  be 
fettled ;  the  verbal  anfwers  fliall  be  next  re¬ 
quired  ;  and  the  refi  of  the  day  fhall  be  allot¬ 
ted  to  writing  the  other  anfwers. 

4.  The  fixth,  feventh,  eighth,  and  ninth 
days  of  the  examination  on  the  Pra&ice  of 

Phyfic, 
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Phyfic,  fliall  be  fpent  in  the  Clinical  wards, 
in  the  following  manner  : 

The  examination  (hall  be  made  cn  the  flxth 
day,  in  the  Anatomical  Theatre  of  the  Clinic¬ 
al  Hofpital.  The  manner  of  performing  chi- 
rurgical  operations,  fliall  form  the  fubjeft  of  it* 
Each  candidate  fliall  there  perform  three  ope¬ 
rations  on  the  dead  body.  The  queflions  on 
thefe  fubje&s,  fliall  be  prepared  and  diftribut- 
ed  by  lot,  according  to  the  principles  eftablilh- 
ed  for  the  firfl  examination.  On  this  occaflon, 
each  examinator  fliould  take  a  note  of  the  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  candidate  fliall  have  operated  * 
and  on  this  day,  they  fliould  only  attend  to 
the  manual  part  of  the  operations. 

On  the  feventh  day,  there  fliall  be  diflri- 
buted  to  each  of  the  candidates,  fix  numbers,, 
correfponding  to  the  fame  number  of  patients 
in  the  Clinical  wards,  allotted  to  Chirurgical 
difeafes.  The  profefTors  fliall  have  previoufly 
examined  thefe  patients,  and  alcertained  their 
difeafes.  The  candidates  fliall  be  brought  to 
vifit  the  patients,  and  fliall  be  allowed  to  take 
with  them,  all  the  notes  for  which  they  may 
have  occafion.  After  having  queflioned  the 
patients,  they  fliall  be  led  by  the  profefTors, 
into  a  hall  of  the  hofpital  ;  where,  without 
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converfing  with  each  other,  they  fhall  write 
upon  fix  different  pieces  of  paper,  in  a  few 
words,  their  opinion  on  the  nature,  the  ftage, 
and  treatment  of  the  difeafes,  which  they  had 
obferved.  Thefe  observations  fhall  be  Sign¬ 
ed,  and  delivered  to  the  prefident,  according 
to  the  regulations  already  edablifhed  in  the 
firft  examination. 

On  the  eighth  day,  the  fame  method  {hall 
be  purfued,  with  regard  to  Acute  difeafes. 

On  the  ninth,  or  lad  day,  the  fame  plan 
fnall  be  adopted,  with  refpeci  to  Chronic  dif¬ 
eafes. 

All  the  opinions  of  the  candidates,  {hall  be 
delivered  to  the  prefident,  as  already  mention¬ 
ed,  as  well  as  the  anfwers  to  the  quedions  pro- 
pofed,  during  the  firft  Seven  days.  All  thefe 
anfwers  fhall  be  read  in  a  Special  committee 
of  the  profeffors,  who  {hall  pafs  judgment  on 
them  in  writing,  with  their  reafons.  That 
committee  {hall  meet  in  prefence  of  the  three 
medical  cenfors,  and  one  member  of  the  direc¬ 
tory,  department,  or  didri<d. 

5.  One  or  more  days,  the  lead  didant  from 
thofe  employed  in  the  examinations,  fhall  be 
Set  apart,  for  reading,  publicly,  the  anfwers 
of  the  candidates,  with  the  decifions  of  the 
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profeffbrs ;  by  which,  the  former  will  be  ei¬ 
ther  admitted  or  reje&ed. 

6.  This  ceremony  (hall  be  as  folemn  as  pof- 
fible  ;  feveral  members  of  the  dire&ory  lliall 
attend  it ;  and  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  profef* 
fion  (hall  be  invited  to  it. 

7.  At  the  end  of  the  meeting,  the  fuccefs- 
ful  candidates  (hall  be  proclaimed  Fhyficians^ 
after  having  taken  the  civic  oath. 

8.  The  candidates  (hall  be  entitled,  as  in 
the  other  examinations,  to  demand  from  the 
prefident  of  the  college,  a  copy  of  their  an- 
fwers,  and  of  the  decifions  on  them. 

9.  The  certificates  which  (hall  atteft  the  ad- 
mifiion  of  the  candidates  to  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine,  (hall  be  couched  in  few 
words,  and  in  the  mod  fimple  ftyle  ;  they  (hall 
be  in  the  fame  form  for  every  candidate. 

. 

Deflections  on  the  Choice  of  the  Queftlons  which 
ought  to  be  propofed  to  the  Students . 

The  fiudents  who  offer  themfelves  for  exa¬ 
mination,  may  be  divided  into  two  clafles, 
very  diftinft  from  each  other.  The  members 
of  the  firft  clafs,  will  have  received  a  complete 
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courl'e  of  inftru&ion  in  a  college  ;  and  if  they 

l 

have  improved  the  opportunity,  will  be  cap¬ 
able  of  anfwering  queftions  on  the  whole  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  art  which  they  will  have  fludied, 
under  every  point  of  view.  They  are  even 
expe&ed  to  have  acquired  a  great  number  of 
thofe  branches  of  knowledge,  which,  without 
forming  part  of  Medicine,  properly  fo  cal¬ 
led,  connect  that  fcience  with  thofe  which  fur- 
round  it,  and  afford  to  him  who  pofleffes  them, 
more  enlarged  ideas,  and  more  extenfive  means 
of  employing  the  mind.  " 

Thofe  of  the  other  clafs,  educated  in  the 
practical  fchools  of  the  departments,  and  whofe 
refidence  in  the  places  where  the  medical  col¬ 
leges  are  eftablifhed,. could  not  nscelfarify  have 
* 

been  for  any  length  of  time,  will  only  have 

4  ’  | 

learned  what  was  abfolutely  neceffary  ;  their 
attention  will  only  have  been  called  to  what  is 
really  indifpenfable. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  determine  the  meafures 
Which  ought  to  be  adopted,  for  thefe  two  dif¬ 
ferent  claffes.  A  particular  examination  for 
each,  would  not  be  proper.  As  it  is  wifhed 
that  the  art  of  Medicine  fhould  be  confidered 
bnly  in  one  point  of  view,  fo  there  ought  to 
be  only  one  mode  of  afcertaining  the  abilities 
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of  the  ftudems  of  that  art.  The  queftion^ 
in  examinations,  fhould  be  confined  to  the 
branches  of  knowledge  really  fubfervient  to 
the  practice  of  the  art.  The  (late  ought  only 
to  regard  practical  phyficians.  They  fhould 
all,  therefore,  be  confidered,  or  fuppofed,  to 
have  the  fame  degree  of  capacity ;  and  all, 
fuch  as  they  are,  ought,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
flate,  to  appear  equal.  Literary  fame  and 
honour,  are  the  rewards  allotted  for  phyficians 
diftiugukhed  by  great  talents ;  and  they  will 
obtain  thefe  in  the  academies,  and  in  the  ac- 
quifition  of  profeflbrfhips. 

But  the  more  care  that  the  examinators  take, 

/ 

to  reftrain,  within  proper  bounds,  the  que- 
flions  by  which  they  will  judge  of  the  abilities 
of  the  candidates,  the  better  right  they  will 
have  to  be  exact,  and  even  fevere,  in  requir¬ 
ing  fufEcient  proofs.  It  ought  to  be  remark¬ 
ed,  that  it  would  be  unjuft:,  according  to  the 
prefent  mode  of  teaching  medicine,  to  fhew  fo 
much  rigour  in  the  examinations;  for  thegreat- 
eft  number  of  the  prefent  examinations,  relate 
only  to  branches  of  knowledge,  quite  foreign 
to  the  healing  art ;  fubje&s,  which  both  the 
preceptors  and  pupils  equally  know  to  beufelefs- 
From  the  old  mode  of  teaching,  the  profef- 

fors 
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fors  and  candidates  were,  in  feme  meafure, 
equally  concerned  in  the  errors  refuiting  frorft 
the  examinations ;  for  if  the  latter  had  not 
learned,  the  former  had  not  taught.  This 
circumftance  paffed  unobferved,  becaufe  the 
fuperintendants  of  public  education  were  al- 
fo  culpable.  But,  according  to  this  new  plan, 
the  mode  of  inftru£lion  being  properly  efta- 
blifhed,  the  State,  and  profeifors  who  lhall 
have  fulfilled  their  duties,  will  have  a  right  to 
infill,  that  the  ftudents  lhall  alfo  fulfil  theirs. 

From  thefe  principles,  it  will  be  eafy  to  fer- 
tie  the  form  of  the  different  examinations.  It 
will  be  fufEcient,  to  follow  conllantly  one 
fimple  rule  of  conduct.  Let  the  profeifors  al¬ 
ways  alk  themfelves,  in  the  choice  of  their 
queftions,  if  the  ftudents  properly  taught  in 
the  pra&ical  fchools  of  the  departments,  ought 
to  be  fuppofed  capable  of  anfwering  them  j 
and  in  every  examination,  let  them  pm  no 
queftionabove  the  reach  of  the  ftudents.  They 
will  thus  perfectly  accomplilh  the  views  of 
thofe  who  propofe  this  plan. 

By  this  arrangement  of  fimple  queftions, 
always  connected  with  the  mod  effential  de¬ 
partments  of  the  healing  art,  the  young  men 
who  (hall  have  acquired  a  great  extent  of 
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knowledge,  will  always  find  an  opportunity  of 
Shewing  it ;  and  while  the  (Indents  of  the  de¬ 
partments  will  anfwer  in  few  words,  but,  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  to  prove  that  they  have 
learned  every  thing  which  could  be  reafonably 
expe&ed  from  them,  they,  confidering  the 
queftion  under  a  greater  number  of  points  of 
view,  will  alfo  (hew,  that  their  education  has 
been  more  complete.  By  this  means,  the  am¬ 
bition  of  the  candidates  will  not  be  checked, 
while  the  public  cannot  be  deceived  refpe&ing 
their  abilities. 

It  may,  perhaps,  appear,  that  this  mode  of 
examination,  fo  absolutely  neceffary  when  two 
daffes  of  Undents,  very  different  from  each  o- 
ther,  are  to  be  examined,  will  not  be  lefs  ne- 
ceffary,  even  when  thofc  who  have  ftudied 
the  art  in  its  whole  extent,  are  alone  the  can¬ 
didates  ;  for  it  feems  proper,  that  the  profef- 
fors  of  a  Science  of  fuch  vafl  extent,  having 
always  the  choice  of  fo  many  important  que¬ 
stions,  ought,  in  every  cafe,  to  prefer  them 
to  thofe  which  are  lefs  fo,  and  to  attend,  above 
every  thing,  to  what  is  neceffary  and  ufeful, 
were  it  only  from  refpefl:  to  motives  of  huma¬ 
nity. 
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Continuation  of  Reflections  on  the  Examines* 

tions. 

As  the  examinations  mufl  be  conduced  with 
much  precifion,  there  is  little  doubt,  that  a  great 
deal  of  ufeful  information  may  be  acquired  at 
thofe  meetings,  in  which  the  reading  of  the 
anfwers  of  the  candidates,  is  followed  by  that 
of  the  criticifms  and  decifions  of  the  profeflbrs. 
It  will  therefore  be  the  interefl  of  all  the 
fludents,  to  attend  thefe  meetings ;  which  will 
terminate,  in  the  molt  ufeful  manner,  the 
courfes  of  the  academical  Seflion. 

At  the  end  of  each  examination,  the  pro- 
feffors  fliall  take  a  note  of  thofe  pupils  who 
have  anfwered  bed ;  and  the  various  employ¬ 
ments  of  afliflants  in  the  mufeums  and  la¬ 
boratories,  &c.  which,  it  has  been  mentioned, 
ought  to  be  conferred  on  the  fludents  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  abilities,  fliall  be  bellowed  on  them 
agreeably  to  the  judgment  which  the  profef- 
fors  fliall  have  formed.  Thefe  judgments  fliall 
be  entered  on  the  regifler,  in  prefence  of  the 
three  medical  cenfors  named  by  the  elefloral 
body,  and  of  two  members  of  the  directory, 
department,  or  diftrift. 
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§  yill.  Of  the  Dijlribution  cf  Buildings  fubfervient 
to  the  Schools  of  Medicine ,  and  of  the  various  Em¬ 
ployments  to  be  befovoed  on  Students . 

Each  medical  college,  mull  necellarily  be 
annexed  to  a  great  hofpital. 

In  whatever  fitnation  it  may  be  placed,  the 
college  Ihould  contain, 

1 .  Two  amphitheatres ;  one  of  which  (hall 
be  appropriated  to  Anatomy,  Experiments  on 
Phyfiology,  and  Chirurgical  operations ;  and 
the  other,  {hall  be  fet  apart  for  the  lectures 
on  Natural  Philofophy,  Chemiltry,  and  Phar¬ 
macy. 

2.  Near  the  Anatomical  theatre,  one  or 
more  Directing  rooms. 

3.  One  or  more  apartments  for  the  Prefer- 
vation  of  dry  and  wet  Anatomical  preparations  $ 
in  which,  may  alfo  be  placed  and  preferv- 
ed,  difeafed  parrs;  by  the  examination  of 
which,  a  proper  idea  of  the  morbid  changes 
which  the  various  organs  of  the  human  body 
undergo,  may  be  obtained. 

4.  A  hall  or  gallery,  where  all  the  chirur¬ 
gical  apparatus  {hall  be  placed  in  proper  order. 
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5.  Near  the  theatre  for  Natural  Philofophy 
and  Chemiftry,  a  room,  where  all  the  machine¬ 
ry  and  apparatus  necefTary  for  teaching  thefe 
fciences,  may  be  depofited. 

6.  A  mufeum,  or  collection  of  Natural  His¬ 
tory,  comprehending  only  fpecimens  of  every 
thing  ufeful  in  the  healing  art,  which  the 
three  kingdoms  of  nature  afford.  The  lec¬ 
tures  on  Materia  Medica,  ihill  be  given  in 
that  mufeum. 

7.  A  hall  appropriated  for  lefhires,  in 
which,  the  profeffor  has  no  occafion  to  de- 
monftrate.  There  the  le&ures  on  Hygieine, 
and  the  Inflitutions  and  Hiilory  of  Medicine 
fhall  be  delivered. 

8.  A  great  public  hail  for  the  competitions, 

examinations,  for  conferring  degrees,  and,  in 
general,  for  all  the  public  ceremonies  of  the 
college. 

9.  A  library,  not  too  extenfive,  but  well 
chofen,  where  the  books  on  Philofophy,  Me¬ 
dicine,  and  Surgery,  really  ufeful  for  the  ftu- 
dy  of  thefe  fciences,  fhall  be  arranged  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  order  of  their  various  fubje&s.  The 
pupils  fhall  be  admitted  every  day,  both  into 
lh.e  library,  to  obferve  the  methodical  arrange- 
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ment  of  thefe  works,  and  into  fludying  rooms, 
where  they  may  confult  the  different  books  at 
leifure. 

10.  A  garden,  where  the  officinal  plants 
flialJ  be  cultivated  ;  of  which,  the  profeiTor 
of  Botany,  and  Materia  Medica,  (hall  have 
the  direction.  If,  in  the  cities  where  the 
medical  colleges  fliall  be  eflabliflied,  there 
be  already  Botanic  gardens  maintained  at 
the  expeuce  of  the  public,  thefe  gardens 
fhall  be  confidered,  at  lead  in  part,  as  append¬ 
ages  to  the  medical  college,  to  which  the  pro- 
feffors  of  botany  of  thefe  gardens,  fliall  be 
annexed. 

11.  A  number  of  Clinical  wards  fhall 
be  eflabliflied  in  a  great  hofpital ;  in  which 
fhall  be  received,  men,  women,  children, 
and  aged  people,  in  order  that  the  pu¬ 
pils  wl\o  fliall  be  inflru&ed  in  the  pra&ice  §£ 
the  healing  art,  may  have  an  opportunity  of 
feeing  the  difeafes  of  every  age  and  fex. 

12.  A  laboratory,  to  be  placed  in  the  build¬ 
ings  of  the  college.  There  is  no  apothecary 
who  will  not  be  well  pleafed  to  have  his  fhop 
in  that  fituation.  The  laboratory  fhall  be 
ferved  by  the  fludents  of  medicine.  The 
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knowledge  of  the  various  medicines,  and  their 
preparations,  is  too  little  cultivated  by  young 
phyficians ;  but  this  arrangement,  will  oblige 
them  to  attend  to  thefe  circumftances.  This 
ftiop  will  be  highly  ufeful,  in  teaching  Mate¬ 
ria  Medica  and  Pharmacy. 

13.  In  a  court,  under  (heds,  and  in  fmall 
apartments,  the  various  living  animals  (hall 
be  kept,  for  which  the  profeffors  may  have 
occafion  for  the  purpofe  of  experiments. 

14.  It  would  be  defirable,  that  the  profef¬ 
fors  were  lodged  in  the  buildings  of  the  col¬ 
lege,  efpecially  thofe  who  may  have  preparations 
to  make  for  the  illuftration  of  their  leftures  ; 
fuch  are  the  profeffors  of  Anatomy,  Chemiftry, 
Botany,  Surgery,  and  particularly  thofe  of 
Clinical  Medicine  and  Surgery,  who  ought  to 
have  lodgings  in  the  hofpitals  of  which  they 
have  the  charge. 

15.  A  hall  ftiould  be  appropriated  for  the 
records  of  the  college,  near  which,  the  fecre- 
tary  (hould  be  lodged. 

16.  The  medical  (Indents  *  fhall  be  autho- 
rifed,  and  even  invited,  to  affemble  in  the  pub- 

lie 

*  The  ftudents  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  take;r  cob 
le lively,  are  here  meant. 
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lie  hall,  or  in  fome  other  one;  both  for  the 
purpofe  of  repeating  the  obfervations  of  the 
profelfors,  of  attempting  various  experiments, 
and  for  converfmg  on  different  medical  fubjefts, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  medical  ftudents  of 
Edinburgh,  who  have  eflablifhed,  in  that  city, 
feveral  focieties,  very  ufeful  for  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  public  inftruflion. 

The  neceffarv  fervices  in  the  Gaffes,  in  the 
Laboratories,  in  the  various  Mufeums,  in  the 
colle&ion  of  Chirurgical  apparatus,  in  the  Lib¬ 
rary,  in  the  Botanic  garden,  in  the  Apothecary’s 
fhop,  and  in  the  Clinical  wards,  {hall  be  per¬ 
formed  by  the  (Indents,  on  wrhom  thefe  vari¬ 
ous  charges  {hall  be  bellowed  as  the  rewards 
of  induhry,  at  the  conclufion  of  the  feveral 
examinations.  The  duties  of  the  pupils  who 
fhall  have  obtained  thefe  charges,  {hall  be,  to 
repeat  the  obfervations  of  the  profelfors,  and 
to  explain  them  to  beginners ;  to  regifter  the 
obfervations  which  have  been  made,  and,  in 
one  word,  to  afiifl  the  profelfors  to  whom  the 
different  departments  {hall  be  entrufted. 
Thefe  employments  {hall  be  fo  much  varied, 
that  every  ftudent  may  find  what  is  moll  agree¬ 
able  to  his  inclinations;  consequently,  they 

will 
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will  doubtlefs  become  great  objects  of  emula¬ 
tion  amoilg  the  pupils.  It  will  be  proper,  for 
the  good  of  the  fervice,  that  thofe  who  per¬ 
form  thefe  duties,  fhould  be  lodged  in  the 
buildings  of  the  college. 

Thefe  remarks  on  the  different  apartments 
of  the  college,  will  enable  an  intelligent  archi¬ 
tect,  either  to  form  a  plan  for  a  new  edifice, 
or,  what  would  be  more  oeconomical,  to  mo¬ 
del,  according  to  thefe  views,  fome  of  the 
large  monaiteries,  which  will  be  foon  evacuat¬ 
ed  in  all  the  cities  of  the  kingdom. 


section  11. 

,  ,  i  ,  <  i  » 

Of  the  Mode  of  teaching  Medicine  in  the  Prac¬ 
tical  Schools  of  the  Departments ,  where  the 
country  Medical  Practitioners  ought  chiefly 
to  be  educated. 

One  of  the  principal  duties  of  thofe  em¬ 
ployed  in  a  reform  of  the  mode  of  teaching 
and  pra&ifing  medicine,  ought  to  be,  to  attend 
to  the  wants  of  the  country.  Hitherto,  there 
jw s  been  no  mode  of  teaching,  proper  for 

this 
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this  purpofe ;  for,  on  the  contrary,  every 
kind  of  obftacle  contributed  to  retard  the 
progrefs  of  thofe  who  ought  to  have  attached 
themfelves  to  this  charge.  Thefe  obdacles 
Were,  the  edablidiment  of  teachers  in  great 
cities  alone  \  the  di (lance  of  feveral  parts  of 
the  country  from  thefe  cities ;  the  great  ex¬ 
pence  attending  a  refidence  there  ;  and,  above 
all,  the  almoft  abfolute  infufddency  of  the 
means  of  indru&ion. 

Several  new  plans  have  been  propofed,  to 
remedy  thefe  errors ;  but,  of  thefe,  a  careful 
choice  mud  be  made ;  for  fome  will  only  add 
to  the  evil.  The  prefent  mode  of  teaching, 
is  not  only  faulty  from  being  deficient,  as  has 
already  been  remarked,  but  alfo  from  being 
too  much  extended  in  particular  departments; 
and,  in  teaching  country  pra&itioners,  that 
latter  circumflance  mud  be  particularly  guard¬ 
ed  againd. 

On  this  occafion,  it  mud  be  remembered, 
that  the  healing  art  depends  on  the  pure 
and  fimple  obfervation  of  nature  ;  that  it  ori¬ 
ginally  exided  before  general  philofophy,  and 
quite  independent  of  it ;  and  that  it  has  re¬ 
mained 
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mained  the  fame,  amidft  innumerable  changes 
of  that  fcience. 

It  therefore  exifts  fingly,  and  as  an  ifland 
in  the  middle  of  the  ocean  of  human  know¬ 
ledge.  It  is  true,  that  it  borders  on  general 
philofophy,  and  undoubtedly  depends  on  it. 
The  preliminary  fciences  of  medicine  contri¬ 
bute  to  approximate  them ;  and  the  labours  of 
philofophers,  anatomiflis,  and  chemifts,  pro¬ 
mote  daily  their  union ;  but,  till  that  {hall  be 
properly  eftablilhed,  the  prattice  of  medicine 
will  be  confidered  by  men  of  abilities,  as  fub- 
jetted  to  an  order  of  laws  which  are  peculiar 
to  itfelf. 

It  will  not,  however,  be  expetted,  that  by 
thefe  obfervations,  it  is  intended  to  remove 
philofophy  from  the  fludies  of  medicine.  It 
has  already  been  obferved,  and  it  may  be 
again  repeated,  that  the  philosophical  fciences 
appear  highly  proper  to  improve  the  healing 
art ;  and  indeed,  it  is  by  means  of  them  that 
its  improvement  will  be  promoted.  But  the 
cultivation  or  teaching  of  thefe  fciences,  is  out 
of  the  Sphere  of  education  which  is  proj etted 
for  the  country  medical  prattitioners. 
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It  will  be  Sufficient  if  the  philofophlcal  difc 
coveries  which  are  really  applicable  to  the 
pra&ice  of  medicine,  are  every  year  inferted 
in  the  compendium  dediiied  for  the  ufe  of 
fuch  fludents.  By  this  means,  the  manner  inf 
which  thefe  Sciences  may  contribute  towards 
the  improvement  of  that  art  which  is  mofl  ufe- 
ful  to  mankind,  will  be  Sufficiently  well  point¬ 
ed  out. 

In  the  different  eflabliffiments  for  teaching 
medicine  *  in  the  country,  one  or  two  pro- 
feffors  {hall  be  charged  with  teaching  the  Tn- 
fHtutions.  One  of  thefe  {hall  teach  Anatomy, 
Phyfiology,  the  Theory  of  Surgery,  and  the 
operations  on  the  machine,  and  on  the  dead  fub- 
je£h  The  other  {hall  profefs  Chemiftry,  Bo4 
tany.  Materia  Medica,  and  Pharmacy.  Thefe 
courfes  ought  to  be  very  concife.  The  intro¬ 
ductions  to  the  works  of  Sennertus  and  Hoff* 
man,  may  be  looked  over ;  they  contain  as 
much  of  the  Sciences  conne&ed  with  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  medicine,  as  thefe  authors  have  thought 
neceffary  for  the  defcription  of  difeafes,  and 
the  explanation  of  Symptoms  and  indications; 

Thefs 

*  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  Surgery  Is  not  to  be  Te*' 
parated  from  Medicine. 
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Thefe  branches  of  knowledge  are  included  in 
a  few  pages ;  and  the  pra&ical  part  alone* 
forms  the  great  bulk  of  their  works.  It  is  for 
that  part,  that  every  thing  elfe  ought  to  be 
fludied;  whereas,  hitherto,  it  has  been  entirely 
negle&ed.  It  has  been  confidered  as  a  confe- 
quence,  or  corollary  of  the  Theoretical  in- 
flruclions  of  colleges,  which  is  a  capital  mif- 
take.  It  is,  in  fad,  nothing  lefs  than  that; 
for  when  young  men  pafs  from  the  dalles  to 
the  bedhde  of  a  patient,  they  find  that  the 
greateft  number  of  the  principles  furnilhed  by 
theory,  are  no  longer  applicable  ;  and  that  the 
connexion  which  was  detailed  between  the 
Theory  and  Pra&ice,  is  not  realized. 

The  laws  which  nature  obferves  in  the  dif- 
eafed  Hate  of  the  human  body,  it  mult  be  al¬ 
lowed,  ought  to  form  the  balls  of  thofe  purely 
p  radical  ftudies  which  are  here  confidered  ; 
and  if  it  be  judged  proper  to  publilh  an  a- 
bridgement  of  the  le&ures  for  the  purpofe  of 
the  projected  inftru&ions,  the  ledures,  where 
thefe  laws  of  nature  are  explained,  lliould  be 
fir  ft  publilhed  in  this  manner.  There  would 
refult  from  this  plan,  a  kind  of  phyfiology  of 
the  human  body  in  a  morbid  ftate ;  a  work 
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which  medicine  yet  wants.  It  is  only  within 
this  fliort  time,  that  this  method  has  been  re¬ 
introduced.  Stahl  and  Bordeu  have  returned 
to  that  path  which  had  been  marked  out  by 
Hippocrates.  The  phenomena  of  difeafes 
compared  with  each  other,  arranged  under 
fome  principal  heads,  and  clafied  according  to 
an  invariable  order,  conftitute,  in  their  works, 
the  theoretical  fcience  or  department  of  the 
healing  art. 

The  inflru&ions  thus  proje&ed,  can  only 
be  taught  in  hofpitals ;  for  it  is,  in  fome  de¬ 
gree,  more  by  the  eyes  than  by  the  ears,  that 
ftudents  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  inftru&ed* 
Two  profeiTors  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Sur¬ 
gery,  fliould,  if  poflible,  be  appointed  in  the 
hofpitals ;  for  many  inconveniences  originate 
from  collecting,  about  the  beds  of  the  tick, 
great  numbers  of  medical  or  chirurgical  pu¬ 
pils.  It  will  be  particularly  neceffary,  that  in 
the  elementary  works  publilhed  for  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  this  branch  of  public  inftru&ion, 
the  parts  of  Anatomy,  Chemiftry,  and  Ma¬ 
teria  Medica,  which  have  any  relation  to  each 
fpecies  of  difeafe,  (hall  be  carefully  referred 
to.  The  State  ought  to  employ  proper  per¬ 
form 
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fens  for  the  publication  of  the  neceffary  a- 
bridgements  of  thefe  courfes.  Thefe  eleraen- 
rary  works  fhould  be  addreffed  to  the  directo¬ 
ries  of  the  departments ;  and  ail  the  members 
of  the  profeftion  fliould  be  invited  to  give 
their  opinions,  on  the  additions  and  corrections 
of  which  they  may  appear  to  them  to  be 
fufceptible. 

It  would  undoubtedly  be  a  defireable  ob¬ 
ject,  that  all  thofe  who  dedicate  themfelves  td 
the  healing  art,  fliould  follow  the  plan  of  in- 
ft ruCtions  which  has  been  propofed  for  the 
medical  colleges ;  but  the  various  fpecies  of 
education  neceffary  for  entering  on  that  talk, 
are  without  reach  of  the  greateft  number. 
They  require  long  ftudy,  great  expence  of 
living,  and  great  abilities.  If  the  medical  af- 
fiftance  neceffary  in  the  country,  and  in  the 
greateft  part  of  cities,  depended  on  fuch  ail 
education  of  profeftional  men*  it  would  be  al- 
moft  nulh  While  experience  and  deep 
thought  improve  flowly  the  arts  and  fciences, 
the  neceftity  of  their  being  pra&ifed,  is  felt 
every  day,  in  every  place.  However  imper- 
feCl  the  means  which  the  healing  art  affords 
may  be,  human  nature  requires  them  every  mo- 
Yqu  VIL  Dec.  II.  S 
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ment.  It  is  therefore  the  inftrument,  fuch  as 
it  is,  improved  from  year  to  year,  or  age  to 
age,  that  ought  to  be  entrufted  to  thofe  who 
know  how  to  ufe  it. 

The  plan  which  is  propofed  for  teaching 
medicine  in  the  country,  appears  to  pofifefs  fe~ 
Veral  great  advantages. 

1.  Young  men  who  are  not  in  opulent  cir- 
cumflances,  will  not  be  under  the  neceflity  of 
remov'ng  to  a  great  diflance  from  their  fami~ 
lies.  In  feveral  cities,  many  will  be  put  to  no 
extraordinary  expence ;  and  in  country  towns, 
the  mode  of  living  is  lefs  expenfive  than  in 
large  cities.  In  fhort,  as  has  been  already 
faid,  young  men  may  be  educated  by  the  im¬ 
mediate  care  of  their  relations,  and  fons  by 
that  of  their  fathers. 

2,  It  will  be  eafy  to  admit  into  the  hofpitals, 
fludents  under  the  title  of  Houfe  Pupils,  and 
to  lodge  and  board  them  there,  without  any 
additional  expence,  either  in  the  buildings  of 
the  hofpital,  or  in  its  ordinary  eflablilhment. 
There  will  refult  from  this,  a  greater  facility 
of  inftru&ion  ;  for,  in  pra£Iical  fciences,  a  per- 
fon  cannot  become  a  proficient,  unlefs  he  be 
actually  engaged  in  the  pra&ice  of  them.  For 
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this  reafon,  the  pupils  admitted  into  the  hof- 
pitals  (hall  have  a  fhare  of  the  management  of 
the  patients ;  they  fhall  take  care  of  them, 
and  live  among  them. 

This  advantage,  already  poffeifed  by  thofe 
who  fludy  furgery,  fhould  be  enjoyed  in  com¬ 
mon  by  every  fludent  of  the  healing  art ;  as 
Meffrs  Chambon  and  Doublet  have  propofed, 
in  Memoirs  on  that  fubject,  which  they  read  to 
the  Society  of  Medicine. 

g.  Another  very  important  advantage  of 
this  plan,  will  be,  to  form  perfons  for  the 
charges  of  teaching :  this  will  afford  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  the  cultivation  of  genius  which 
has  never  yet  been  held  out.  As  the  profef- 
forlliips  of  the  great  colleges  muft  be  bef tow¬ 
ed  by  competition,  it  is  in  fome  meafure  ne- 
ceiTary  to  prepare  perfons  who  may  appear  011 
fuch  occaficns  with  eclat :  the  want  of  fuch  op¬ 
portunities  is  perhaps  the  real  caufe  of  the 
fmall  degree  of  fplendour  of  the  prefent  prac¬ 
tical  le&ures. 

It  ought  not  to  be  obje&ed,  that  in  the 
country  or  in  provincial  towns,  perfons  capa¬ 
ble  of  fulfilling  fuch  duties,  would  not  be 
found.  The  Society  of  Medicine  knows 
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many  who  would  do  fo  with  great  fuccefs, 
Befides  the  learned  profeftors  who  conftitute 
the  medical  college  of  Montpellier,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  gentlemen  may  be  enumerated,  viz. 
M.  Durande  at  Dijon,  Mefirs  Razoux  and 
Baumes  at  Niimes,  Mefirs  Chibourg  and  Le 
Canut  at  Caen,  M.  Le  Pecq  at  Rouen,  M. 
Bonte  at  Coutance,  M.  Baraillon  at  Moulins, 
M.  Rougnon  at  Befan^on,  M.  Jadilot  at  Nan¬ 
cy,  M.  Boucher  at  Lille,  M.  Dumont  at  Val- 
lence,  M.  Barberet  at  Toulon,  Mefirs  Elie  de 
la  Poterie  and  Sabatier  at  Breft,  M.  Mahon 
at  Chartres,  M.  Raft  at  Lyons,  M.  Bagot  at 
St  Brieux,  &c.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  many 
others;  for  the  above  are  cited  accidentally 
from  among  the  correfpondents  of  the  Society : 
for  example,  the  celebrated  Quefnay,  was 
found  in  obfcurity  at  Mantes. 

It  may  be  added,  that  this  cuftom  is  nearly 
followed  in  England;  where  there  are  teaching, 
operation,  and  differing  rooms,  in  every  hofpital. 
Even  at  Paris,  there  is  a  noble  provifion  for 
inftru&ion  in  Surgery  at  the' Hotel  Dieu,  and 
the  fame  alfo  at  Rouen. 

Perhaps  it  might  be  proper,  and  it  is  a  pro¬ 
ject  on  which  the  opinion  of  profeflional  peo¬ 
ple  is  requefted,  that  within  the  great  circle  of 

inftru&ion, 
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mdru&ion,  there  might  be  included  the  fame 
courfe  of  education  (in  a  more  comprelfed 
form)  as  that  which  has  been  fketched  out  for 
the  country  towns.  If  this  were  the  cafe,  this 
courfe,  being  intruded  to  people  of  greater  abi¬ 
lities  than  thofe  in  the  country,  might  be  better 
cultivated.  It  would  be  an  obje<S!  of  emulation. 
It  would  become  a  model  for  the  courfes  of 
the  fame  kind,  which  ought  to  be  indituted 
in  the  bed  formed  hofpitals  of  the  depart¬ 
ments.  Befides,  as  this  mode  of  teaching  is 
certainly  the  mod  ufeful  of  any  to  the  State, 
it  would  be  improper  to  negleft  any  method 
of  perfecting  it.  One  or  two  additional  pro- 
fedors  charged  with  teaching  the  Inditutes, 
that  is  to  fay,  the  theory  of  medicine,  would 
be  all  the  extra  expence  incurred  in  accom- 
plidiing  this  purpofe.  It  may  even  be  added, 
that  the  profeffors  to  whom  the  le&ures  on 
Bygieine,  and  on  the  Inditutes,  in  the  plan 
for  teaching  in  the  colleges,  have  been  align¬ 
ed,  may  be  charged  with  this  duty  *.  With 

S  3  the 

*  In  this  cafe,  which  is  perhaps  the  moil  llmple  plan, 
thefe  two  profeffors  will  be  charged  with  the  duty  of 
teaching  doubly,  viz.  their  parts  of  the  extenfive  plan 
of  the  Medical  college,  and  the  abridged  or  practical 
courfes  of  this  plan. 
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the  profellbrs  of  the  Pra&ice  of  Medicine  and 
Surgery,  they  may  execute  within  the  colleges 
the  fame  plan  which  has  been  propofed  for 
country  towns.  With  the  fame  views,  the 
regulation  refpe&ing  the  mode  of  teaching  in 
the  colleges,  that  every  profeffor  (hall,  at  the 
end  of  his  courfe,  give  a  fummary  view  of  his 
whole  doclrine,  was  already  fuggefled. 

Thefe  arrangements  would  produce  the  fol¬ 
lowing  advantages.  By  exhibiting,  apart,  a 
fummary  of  the  whole  courfe,  the  profeffors 
will  not  find  fo  much  reflraint  neceflary  in 
their  great  courfes,  as  they  mull  otherwife 
do;  for,  without  this  precaution,  they  would 
be  always  flopt,  from  the  dread  of  allowing 
themfelves  tq  enter  into  too  extenfive  difcuf- 
fions. 

The  mode  of  publicly  teaching  medicine 
may  therefore  be  arranged  in  the  following 

manner  : 

1.  There  lhall  be  live  great  medical  col¬ 
leges,  which  lhall,  ns  has  already  been  faid, 
comprehend  the  whole  extent  of  the  kingdom. 
Thefe  colleges  lhall  confer  degrees  j  they  lhall 

undertake 

*  Surgery,  it  is  always  underflood,  is  included  under 
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undertake  the  great  courfe  of  inflru£l*on;  and 
alfo  the  more  limited  and  practical  courfe  which 
has  been  defcribcd. 

2.  in  the  great  hofpitals  of  the  feveral  de¬ 
partments,  public  teaching  on  a  fmaller  fcale 
fhall  be  allowed.  It  will  be  furficient  to  in¬ 
duce  the  ftudents  to  attend  fuch  leelures,  to 
make  the  pupils  admiflible  to  degrees  in  the 
colleges,  by  (hewing  themfelves  qualified. 
There  (hall  be  room  in  thefe  hofpitals  for 
lodging  a  certain  number  of  pupils,  to  whom 
the  phyficians  and  furgeons  of  thefe  hofpitals 
fliall  deliver  various  courles  of  le&ures.  For 
this  purpofe,  it  will  be  lufficient  to  allow  an 
annual  addition  to  the  falaries  which  thefe  phy¬ 
ficians  and  furgeons  already  enjoy.  They 
may  alfo  receive  a  fmall  fee  from  fome  of  the 
fludents  who  fliall  be  lodged  and  boarded  in 
the  hofpital.  Befldes,  each  department  may 
allot  an  annual  fum  for  the  encouragement  of 
thefe  particular  courfes. 

It  may  be  obferved,  on  this  occafion,  that, 
in  general,  in  the  country  towns,  there  is  no 
want  of  hofpitals  for  teaching;  for,  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  teaching  which  is  required  for 
the  hofpitals.  In  almolt  ail  the  hofpitals, 
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there  are  places  for  fludents ;  the  medical  prac¬ 
titioners  are  paid  for  their  fervices ;  there  is  an 
apothecary’s  fhop,  a  botanic  garden;  and  there 
are  convenient  opportunities  for  d tidying  ana¬ 
tomy,  performing  chirurgical  operations  on  the 
dead  body,  and  for  acquiring  information  by 
the  difleclion  of  morbid  bodies.  All  thefe  op¬ 
portunities  may  be  improved,  by  whhing  to 
do  fo. 

By  allowing  a  medical  pra£Htioner*  for  each 
canton  for  the  care  oF  the  poor  alone,  eighty- 
one  would  be  required  for  each  diflrid ;  and 
confequently,  there  would  be  neceffary,  for 
the  whole  kingdom,  more  than  fix  thoufand, 
exclnfive  of  the  medical  pra&itioners  of  the 
towns.  It  will  therefore  be  neceffary,  that 

each  department  poffefs,  in  one  of  the  hofpitals 

* 

within  its  territory,  a  fchool  for  teaching  the 
Pra&ice  of  Medicine  according  to  the  plan 
fketched  out. 

The  duties  of  teaching  fhali  be  divided  be¬ 
tween  the  phyfician  and  furgeon  of  the  hofpital. 
The  apothecary  alfo  fhali  have  a  fhare  ;  for 

be 

*  That  is  to  fay,  a  phyfician  or  furgeon.  In  the 
ne.vv  plan,  thefe  two  names  are  no  longer  diftingaifi*- 
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he  fhall  exhibit  the  elementary  operations  of 
chemiftry,  and  the  preparations  of  medicine. 

Every  year,  the  Inftitutes  of  medicine  fhall 
be  repeated,  viz.  Anatomy,  Phyfiology,  and 
Chemiflry,  in  Winter ;  and  Botany,  Materia 
Medica,  and  Pharmacy,  in  Summer.  Sur¬ 
gery,  Midwifery,  and  the  Treatment  of  Dif- 
eafes,  {hail  form  the  pra&ical  courfes.  The 
care  of  the  anatomical  mufeum,  and  of  the  la¬ 
boratories  for  chemiftry  and  pharmacy,  {hall 
be  configned  to  the  charge  of  the  pupils,  to 
whom  fome  lectures  fliould  alfo  be  given,  oa 
the  methods  of  drawing  up  cafes,  on  Inocula¬ 
tion,  and  on  Veterinary  Medicine. 

The  pupils  fhall  pafs  from  thefe  practical 

fchools  of  medicine  and  furgery,  to  the  col- 

\ 

leges.  It  will  be  neceftary,  that,  m  the  hos¬ 
pitals  appropriated  for  teaching  the  pra&ical 
departments  of  the  colleges,  there  fliould  bs 
an  annual  competition  for  places,  where  the 
nioft  deferving  pupils,  from  every  part  of  the 
kingdom,  fhould  be  admitted,  that  they  may 
refide  for  a  certain  period  in  thefe  hofpitals, 
to  perfect  themfelves.  Each  department,  for 
a  moderate  contribution,  might  have  a  certain 
number  of  places  or  burfaries  in  thefe ;  ajn 

arrangement 
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arrangement  which  might  be  eafily  made,  fince 
each  college  has  a  determinate  number  of  de¬ 
partments  within  its  jurifdi&ion.  Thus,  the 
opportunities  for  inftru&ion,  might  be  extend¬ 
ed  at  little  expence,  and  the  number  of  uleful 
phyficians  will  be  proportioned  to  the  affift- 
ance  which  the  poor  of  each  canton  may  re¬ 
quire. 


PART  SECOND. 

Of  the  Practice  of  Medicine  as  it  is  conned ed 
with  the  public  Salubrity • 

CHAP.  I. 

Of  the  Manner  in  which  the  Phyficians  and  Sur¬ 
geons  GUght  to  be  diftributed ,  in  order  to  affift 
the  People  of  the  Country  and  of  the  Cities . 

It  is  principally  for  the  purpofe  of  taking 
care  of  the  indigent  fick,  and  for  fuperintend- 
ing  the  treatment  of  epidemic  difeafes,  that 
the  phyficians  and  furgeons  ought  to  be  dif- 
perfed  over  the  feveral  parts  of  the  country. 
The  pupils  educated  in  the  pra&ical  (chools 
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already  mentioned,  ought  to  belong,  in  fome 
meafure,  to  the  departments.  They  will  have 
been  maiqtained  and  inflru&ed  gratis,  in  the  pro¬ 
vincial  hofpitals  ;  and  on  the  fuppofition  that 
they  had  been  enabled  to  refide,  during  a 
year  or  eighteen  months,  in  the  Clinical  fchools 
of  the  colleges,  they  will  be  under  a  new  ob¬ 
ligation,  and  the  departments  will  have  an 
additional  right  to  claim  their  entire  difpofal. 

Thefe  phyficians  and  furgeons  fhould  be 
fettled  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  wants  of  each  department. 

This  arrangement  muff  be  made  in  an  ac¬ 
curate  manner,  by  adopting  the  following 
principles. 

Each  department  being  eighteen  leagues  by 
eighteen,  (which  forms  324  fquare  leagues), 
will  comprehend  a  fpace  of  country  of  nine 
leagues  diameter.  The  principal  place  being 
fuppofed  in  the  centre  of  each  department, 
can  therefore  watch  over  all  the  territory. 

Each  department  ought  to  be  divided  into 
nine  diflri&s,  each  meafuring  fix  leagues  by 
fix,  or  thirty-fix  fquare  leagues. 

Each  diftrift  fhould  be  fubdivided  into  nine 
£311  tons,  each  of  four  leagues  fquare. 


This 
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This  latter  divilion,  fhould  form  the  bails 
by  which  the  appointment  of  the  phyficians 
for  the  people  in  the  country  ought  to  be  de¬ 
termined. 

A  phyfician  or  furgeon  for  each  canton, 
will  only  have  four  leagues  to  travel  over ; 
and,  fuppofmg  him  to  refide  in  the  centre,  will 
only  have  a  circuit  of  one  league. 

If,  therefore,  all  the  departments  are  di¬ 
vided  into<$unj  diftri&s,  and  all  the  diftri&s 
into  nine  cantorTs,  there  will  be  fix  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  twenty-three  cantons ;  and 
the  number  of  municipalities  or  parifhes,  being 
from  forty,  to  forty- two  thoufand,  there  will 
be  nearly  fix  pariihes  to  each  canton. 

Suppofing  the  cantons  to  be  lefs  numerous 
by  one  third,  and  not  to  exceed  four  thoufand, 
there  will  be  nine  or  ten  parifhes  to  each. 

Therefore,  the  population  of  the  kingdom, 
amounting  to  between  twenty-two  and  twenty- 
four  millions  of  people,  there  will  be  about 
250,000  in  each  department,  30,000  in  each 
diftrift,  and  from  2  to  3,000  in  every  canton; 
and  allowing  one  third  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
kingdom  to  refide  in  the  cities,  there  will  be 
in  every  country  canton,  about  2,000  indivi? 

duals. 
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duals.  Suppofing  one  Tick  perfon  for  every 
thirty,  according  to  the  calculation  made  in 
armies,  there  may  be  in  every  canton,  daily, 
from  fifty  to  one  hundred  fick  perfons,  or  in¬ 
valids;  by  which,  allowing,  as  in  England, 
the  proportion  of  indigent,  to  be  one  twentieth 
of  the  population  of  France,  the  phyficians  or 
furgeons  entrufted  with  the  care  of  the  poor, 
will  only  have  to  vifit  in  each  canton,  daily,, 
three  or  four  patients  of  that  clafs ;  fo  that 
there  will  remain  afufficient  number  of  people 
in  good  circumflances,  to  afford  occupation 
to  the  medical  pra&itioner. 

Thus,  each  canton  will  form  a  convenient 
circle,  both  with  refpeft  to  its  extent,  and  to 
the  number  of  fick  within  it.  By  fettling,  in 
each  canton,  therefore,  a  phyfician  or  furgeon, 
be  may  be  very  ufefully  employed ;  for  he 
fliould  praflife  medicine,  furgery,  and  midwifery  j 
he  fliould  be  required  to  undertake  pharmacy, 
perhaps,  even  the  veterinary  art,  inoculation, 
and  the  fuperintendance  of  foundlings,  and 
of  children  at  nurfe  ;  and  he  fliall  alfo  keep 
a  regular  account  of  every  thing  relating  to 
thefe.  The  State  fliould  pay  him  for  the 
charge  of  the  poor.  The  officers  of  health 
fliall  be  fubjefted  to  the  principal  place  of  each 
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diftrift.  At  each  city  of  the  diflxict,  where 
there  fhall  be  a  dire&ory  of  the  fecond  order, 
a  phyfician  may  be  fettled,  to  be  employed  in 
cafes  of  neceffity.  He  will  a&  intermediately 
between  the  dire&ory  of  the  diftrift,  and  the 
eftablifhed  phyficians  of  the  country.  At  the 
diflance  of  every  fix  leagues,  one  phyfician  will 
be  fufiicient  for  cafes  of  dangerous  epidemics. 
The  directory  of  each  department,  fhall  form, 
by  the  union  of  the  phyficians  of  the  city,  a 
council  cf  health,  correfponding  nearly  with 

4 

the  nature  of  the  prefent  medical  colleges, 
which  (hall  faperintend  the  ad  mini  fixation  of 
affiflance  in  epidemics,  and  the  means  to  be 
adopted  for  preferving  health  in  unwholefome 
fituations,  and  fhall  take  care  to  replace,  when 
neceffary,  the  eftablifhed  phyficians  of  the 
cantons. 

Every  thing  relating  to  medicine,  fhall  be 
reported  to  the  departments,  each  of  them 
being  charged  with  the  management  of  its  own 
territory.  But  they  ought  all  to  have  a  com¬ 
mon  centre,  where  there  fhall  be  a  medical 
academy,  to  which  both  the  adminifixative  bo¬ 
dies  themfelves,  and  the  different  phyficians 
or  furgeons,  may  apply  for  advice  on  particu¬ 
lar 
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lar  cafes ;  and  alfo  the  councils  of  health  of 
the  different  departments,  who  ought  to  have 
a  regular  conne&ed  correfpondence  with  the 
academy. 

With  refpeft  to  cities,  the  care  of  the  indi¬ 
gent  in  them,  fhould  not  be  a  lefs  important 
objeft.  In  fmall  towns,  there  may  only  be 
one  eflablifhed  phyfician.  This  office  may  be 
united  with  that  of  phyfician  to  the  hofpital, 
to  diminiffi  the  expence.  This  latter  will  be 
already  paid ;  the  apothecary’s  lhop  of  the 
hofpital  will  be  very  ufeful ;  the  pupils  will 
take  charge  of  the  fick  ;  and  the  overfeers  and 
nurfes  of  the  hofpitals  will  wait  on  them- 
In  large  cities,  there  ought  to  be  feveral  pen- 
fioned  phyficians.  Befides,  it  is  very  pro-  * 
bable,  that,  in  large  cities,  hofpitals  will  be  e- 
ftablifhed  in  each  quarter ;  in  which  cafe,  the 
phyfician  of  the  hofpital  Ihall  alfo  have 
charge  of  the  indigent  fick  of  the  quarter. 
The  funds  for  thefe  eiiablifhments,  may  be 
furnifhed  from  thofe  allotted  for  hofpitals,  by 
increafing  thefe  latter  fomewhat.  It  would* 
in  facl,  be  attended  with  no  advantage,  if  the 
care  of  the  indigent  poor  fhould*  in  cities* 
be  diftin&  from  that  of  hofpitals.  The  one 
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is  a  natural  confequence  of  the  other.  Be- 
ftdes,  there  would  be  many  advantages,  if  the 
greateft  number  poflible,  of  the  poor,  were 
attended  in  their  own  houfes.  By  this  means, 
the  advantages  of  the  parifh  charities,  would 
be  combined  with  thofe  of  hofpitals ;  a  plan, 
at  prefent  under  trial  in  Spain.  By  this  plan, 
the  fatal  errors  in  the  management,  and  the 
expenfive  abufes  in  the  maintenance  of  great 
hofpitals,  would  be  remedied. 

In  this  manner,  the  health  of  the  people 
will  be  watched  over  in  cities,  by  the  penfion- 
ed  phyficians  of  the  quarters  j  and  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  by  thofe  of  the  cantons. 

Thus,  benevolence  will  be  exerted  with  ac- 

N  ' 

tivity ;  the  fupplications  of  the  poor  will  not 
be  waited  for,  but  their  wants  and  wifhes  will 
be  anticipated.  This  could  not  be  accom- 
plifhed  by  the  various  means  which  have  hi¬ 
therto  been  propofed,  among  the  reft,  by  gra¬ 
tuitous  confultations  in  the  principal  places  of 
the  departments.  The  poor,  in  general,  pay 
little  attention  to  advice  ;  it  is  afliftance  which 
they  require :  and,  in  order  to  diftribute  that 
properly  through  the  various  parts  of  the  coun¬ 
try, 


1792.  COMMENTARIES  285? 

try,  means  for  affording  it  muft  be  diffufed 
through  them. 

The  directories  of  the  departments  will  have 
the  principal  charge  of  this  duty.  The  necef- 
fary  information  refpeCting  the  ordinary  and 
accidental  wants  of  the  people,  lhall  pafs  front 
the  directories  of  the  diltricSb  to  thofe  of  the 
departments,  near  whom  there  will  be  a  coun¬ 
cil  of  health  ;  while,  at  the  fame  time,  the  re- 
quifite  affiftance  will  be  conveyed  from  the  di- 
reCtories  of  the  departments  to  the  cantons, 
through  the  medium  of  the  directories  of  the 
diftriCts.  , 

The  general  accounts  on  tliefe  fubjeCts, 
(hall  be  tranfmitted  by  the  directories  of  the 
departments,  to  that  branch  of  the  executive 
power  which  (hall  have  the  fuperintendance  of 
the  adminiftrative  affemblies  of  the  kingdom. 
The  medical  academy,  already  mentioned,  fliali 
receive,  for  promoting  the  improvement  of  the 
fcience,  the  refult  of  the  correfpondence  of 
the  phyficians  entrufted  with  the  charge  of 
fuperintending  the  public  falubrky,  both  in 
the  cantons  of  the  country,  and  the  hofpitals 
and  quarters  of  the  cities.  This  fliali  be  trans¬ 
mitted  to  them,  either  direCtly,  or  through 
Yol.  VII.  Dec,  If.  T  the 
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the  medium  of  the  councils  of  health  of  the 
departments. 

It  will,  therefore,  be  evident,  that  the  phy- 
fician  of  the  canton,  if  he  require  advice  in 
the  treatment  of  any  epidemic,  or  popular  dif- 
eafe,  will  receive  it  from  the  phyfician  of  the 
diflrift,  who,  on  the  firfl  notice,  ought  to 
meet  with  him ;  that  in  cafes  where  both  thefe 
phyficians  may  have  fome  doubts,  they  ought 
to  confult  the  council  of  health,  eftablifhcd  in 
the  chief  town  of  the  department ;  and  that 
both  the  phyficians  and  the  council  of  health, 
may  apply,  on  fuch  occafions,  to  the  medical 
academy  placed  in  the  capital.  All  thefe  phyfi- 
cians,  the  councils  of  health  of  the  different 
departments,  and  the  medical  academy  fituat- 
ed  in  the  centre,  will  maintain  a  continued  cor- 
refpondence,  and  will  be  in  a  conftant  flate  of 
a&ivity,  which  fhould  never  be  interrupted ; 
and  thus,  the  means  of  affiftance  will  be  nu¬ 
merous  and  expeditious,  as  they  ought  to  be, 
when  the  health  of  the  people  is  concerned; 
for,  towards  the  comfort  and  profperity  of  the 
people,  every  thing  fliould  be  dire&ed. 

CHAF, 
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chap.  ir. 

Of  the  Manner  of f applying  the  indigent  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  Country  with  Medicines . 

The  ad  min  ifl  rati  ve  body  {hall  defray  the 
expence  of  the  medicines  neceffary  for  the 
poor.  The. Ample  drugs  {hall  be  chofen,  and 
ptirchafed  directly  from  the  merchants  who 
deal  in  them  by  wholefale.  The  medicines 
which  are  difficultly  prepared,  {hall  be  receiv¬ 
ed  from  a  laboratory,  where  they  {hall  have 
been  prepared  publicly  in  great  quantity,  as 
will  be  mentioned  in  a  fubfequent  part  of  this 
plan.  They  {hall  be  put  up  and  fold  in  boxes, 
of  which,  the  appearance  {hall  be  well  known. 
The  Procureur-Syndic,  {hall  caufe  thefe  medi¬ 
cines  to  be  fupplied,  in  proportion  as  they 
are  required.  It  would  not  be  proper,  that 
the  phyfician  or  furgeon  employed  in  the 
charge  of  the  public  falubrity,  Ihould  in  any 
cafe  himfelf  fell  the  medicines  which  he  pre¬ 
fetches.  Even  although  he  might  not  deferve 
any  blame,  yet  he  would  not  fail,  occafionaliy, 
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to  receive  it,  (hould  be  fell  medicines ;  and 
therefore,  it  is  of  confequence,  that  he  be 
without  reach  of  fuch  ftifpicions. 

The  adminiftrative  bodies  {hall  tranfmit, 
every  year,  or  every  fix  months,  to  the  phy¬ 
sicians  of  the  cantons,  a  lift  of  the  indigent 
people  who  Shall  have  a  right  to  their  gratui¬ 
tous  care,  and  to  all  the  afliftance  which  they 

% 

can  afford. 

#  x 

There  is  a  very  Simple  method  to  oblige  the 
apothecaries  to  keep  in  their  fhops,  none  but 
good  medicines;  which  is,  to  furnilh  them  at 
prime  coft,  with  the  chemical  preparations,  and 
the  drugs  1110ft  generally  and  ufefully  employ¬ 
ed  in  the  treatment  of  difeafes.  The  admini- 
ftrative  bodies  may  lay  out  the  original  ex¬ 
pence,  which  will  be  afterwards  reimburfed 
to  them.  By  this  means,,  the  apothecaries 
will  have  no  excufe  to  offer,  if  medicines  of 
a  bad  quality,  are  found  in  their  {hops. 

c  h  a  p.  nr. 

Of  the  Eftabliflment  of  Midwives  in  the  Coun¬ 
try. 

It  would,  undoubtedly,  be  very  defirable, 
$hat  the  practice  of  midwifery,  were  exclufive- 
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3y  confined  to  the  furgeons  of  the  cantons. 
But,  fince  it  is  probable,  that  the  prejudices 
in  favour  of  midwives,  will  continue  Hill  to 
prevail  for  a  long  time,  it  is  necefiary  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  educate,  for  that  purpofe,  women, 
who  may  be  able  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  their 
profeffion. 

The  great  difficulty  is,  to  find  a  good  fchooi 
for  inflrufting  them.  If  it  fnouid  be  necef- 
fary  to  fend  them,  for  this  purpofe,  out  of 
the  departments,  it  would  not  be  eafy  to  per- 
fuade  them  to  fubmit  to  this  ;  and  the  expen- 
ces  of  travelling,  would  be  too  much  for  them. 
Each  department  muff  therefore  adopt  the 
mod  certain  means,  for  having,  in  its  princi¬ 
pal  city,  a  furgeon  of  eminence,  who  fhall  be 
well  acquainted  with  the  pra&ice  of  mid¬ 
wifery  *.  This  necefiary  meafure,  without 
which  the  whole  would  be  ufelefs,  being 
adopted,  the  midwives  fnouid  be  admitted  in¬ 
to  a  lying-in  hofpital,  where  they  ought  to  be 

T  3  lodged 


*  If  it  fhould  happen,  that  any  department  fhould  not 
have  a  furgeon  acquainted  with  the  practice  of  midwife¬ 
ry,  the  midwives  muft  be  fent  to  be  taught  at  the  near- 
eft  department,  where  there  fhall  be  the  beft  informed 
practitioner  of  midwifery. 
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lodged  and  boarded,  and  where  all  their  ex-, 
pences  fhould  be  defrayed.  At  Rouen,  at 
Lyons,  and  at  the  Hotel  Dieu  of  Paris,  there 
are  fimilar  inftitutlons,  which  have  been  at¬ 
tended  with  much  fhccefs.  This  method  ap¬ 
pears  preferable  to  the  courfes  of  lectures-, 
which  Government  has  fometimes  charged 
different  perfons  to  give,  in  various  parts  of 
the  country  ;  becaufe,  by  the  means  propofed, 
obfervation  is  joined  to  precept ;  and  it  is  by 
feeing  real  practice,  chiefly,  that  women  are 
made  to  attend  to  dire&ions,  which  the  great- 
eft  number  would  neglefr,  if  the  profeifor 
were  to  confine  himfelf  to  fimple  narrative, 
without  making  references  to  real  pra&ice. 

The  midwives,  after  having  paffed  a.  pub¬ 
lic  examination,  {hall  be  fettled  in  various  parts 
of  the  country  ;  but  it  will  not  be  proper  to 
allow  them  any  fixed  falary.  The  practice  of 
midwifery,  in  the  hands  of  women,  affords 
only  occafional-  employment,  and  cannot  occu¬ 
py  the  whole  time  of  thofe  engaged  in  it.  A 
certain  allowance  for  each  delivery,  will  be  a 
more  oeconomical  and  juft  plan.  Formerly, 
in  the  management  of  the  funds  for  the  poor, 
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the  midwives  were  paid  at  the  rate  of  five 
{hillings  for  each  delivery. 

A  fingle  midwife  will  be  fufficient  for  every 

\ 

two  cantons,  if  they  are  moderately  peopled ; 
and  if  two  labours  fhould  occur  at  a  time,  the 
furgeon  of  the  canton  will  be  ready  to  affift. 

The  midwives  (hall  be  obliged  to  call  him 
in  to  all  cafes  of  difficulty.  The  indigent 
women,  {hall  be  afeertained  by  a  commiffary 
of  the  adminiftrative  body,  and  ffiall  receive 
proper  affiftance,  gratis. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Of  the  Organization  of  the  Hofpitals. 
section  1. 

Of  the  Fundamental  Principles  of  the  Organiz 
ation  of  the  Hofpitals. 


i  I.  Of  the  Object  of  Hofpitals  ;  of  their  Number , 

and  Size. 


The  defign  of  hofpitals,  is  to  afford  to  the 
indigent  fick,  the  affiftance  conducive  to  their 
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recovery,  which  they  could  not  procure  in 
their  own  houfes. 

« 

When,  therefore,  the  indigent  fick  can  be 
taken  care  of  in  their  owrn  houfes,  they  lhall 
be  attended  there,  by  the  medical  pra&itioners 
appointed  to  that  duty  by  the  adminiftrative 

bodies. 

i 

But,  if  the  fick  cannot  be  properly  treated 
at  home,  notice  fhall  be  fent  to  the  neared; 
hofpitals  ;  and  they  fliall  be  carried  thither, 
under  the  care  of  one  of  the  pupils  of  the 
hofpital,  who  fliall  fee  that  they  be  conduced 
with  attention  and  fafety. 

Cafes  may  undoubtedly  occur,  where  the 
nature  of  the  difeafe,  and  the  diftance  from  the 
hofpital,  may  be  fucli,  that  the  fick  perfon 
cannot  be  carried  fo  far.  It  will  therefore 
be  neceflary  to  eftablifh,  in  all  the  villages 
of  a  certain  extent,  an  afylum  for  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  patients  of  this  defeription,  who  fliall 
there  be  attended  by  the  phyfician  of  the 
canton,  as  if  they  were  fn  their  own  houfes. 
Each  hofpital  mav  be  reckoned  to  contain 

k  J  1 

from  fifty  to  fixty  beds,  which  will  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  general  proportion  of  popu¬ 
lation,  and  the  extent  of  diflrift  to  which 
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each  hofpital  iliould  be  allotted,  both  in  the 
country  and  in  cities.  In  the  great  cities, 
where  a  crowd  of  Grangers  of  all  ranks  refort, 
as  hofpitals  proportioned  to  the  original  hate 
of  population  will  not  be  fufhcient,  there  mud 
be  large  hofpitals  *.  The  larged  hofpitals 
ihould  contain  no  greater  number  of  beds 
than  fix  hundred,  both  for  medical  and  ckirur- 
gical  difeafes. 

Befides  the  ordinary  hofpitals,  there  fhall 
be  particular  ones  for  children,  and  old  peo¬ 
ple.  The  marine  and  military  hofpitals,  and 
thofe  for  the  reception  of  the  indigent  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  principal  mineral  wa¬ 
ters,  as  at  Bourbonne,  Barreges,  &c.  (hall  be 
retained,  and  may  be  organized  in  the  man¬ 
ner  to  be  afterwards  explained. 

All  the  hofpitals  fhall  be  divided,  according 
to  their  fize,  into  a  greatg:  or  fmaller  number 
of  feparate  wards.  It  would  be  defirable, 
that  there  Ihould  be  no  ward  containing  more 
than  from  fifteen  to  twenty  beds,  placed  at 
proper  diftances.  With  refpeft  to  great  hof¬ 
pitals,  thofe  will  be  the  mod  healthy,  which 

ill  all 

*  The  former  kind  of  hofpitals  are  ftyled,  in  the  orz« 
ginal,  hofpicesj  and  the  latter,  bojhitaux.  Tr . 
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fhall  confift  of  feveral  feparate  pavilions,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  propofal  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  or  like  the  hofpital  of  Rochefort. 


§  II.  Of  the  Office-Bearers  of  the  Hofpitals  ;  of  their 

FunFtions ,  and  of  the  Manner  of  electing  them. 

The  various  duties  of  the  hofpitals  fhall  be 
fulfilled  by  the  following  perfons  : 

1.  By  phyficians  and  furgeons. 

2.  By  a  principal  apothecary. 

3.  By  the  pupils  of  the  hofpital. 

4.  By  keepers. 

5.  By  domeftic  fervants. 

-  I.  The  phyficians  and  furgeons  fhall  vifit 
the  hofpital  every  day,  at  a  certain  hour  in  the 
morning  ;  and  in  the  evening,  they  fhall  vifit, 
for  the  fecond  time,  thofe  patients  whofe  cafes 
fhall  require  that  attention. 

A  fingle  phyfician  and  furgeon,  will  be  fuf- 
ficient  for  each  ordinary  hofpital. 

No  phyfician  or  furgeon  fhall  have  the 
charge  of  more  than  one  hofpital. 

In  the  large  hofpitals,  the  charge  of  each 
phyfician  and  furgeon,  fhould  not  be  fo  great 
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as  to  comprehend,  at  one  time,  more  than 
eight  or  ten  patients  in  a  dangerous  fituation, 
who  require  particular  attention.  This  num-> 
her  will  generally  occur  nearly  in  every  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  beds,  including  convalefcent 
and  chronic  cafes.  Hence,  a  phyfician  and  a 
furgeon,  cannot,  in  an  hofpital,  each  take 
charge  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
patients  at  a  time. 

Therefore,  there  will  be  required,  at  lead, 
two  phyficians  and  two  burgeons,  for  every 
hofpital  containing  fix  hundred  beds. 

The  phyficians  and  furgeons  of  the  hofpi- 
tals,  fhall  be  chofen,  as  will  be  afterwards 
mentioned,  by  an  elc&oral  body. 

It  may  be  alked.  Whether  thefe  phyficians 
and  furgeons,  when  once  appointed,  fhall  hold 
their  places  for  life,  or  for  a  certain  term  of 
years  only  ;  or  whether  they  may  be  re- elected 
after  a  certain  interval  *  ?  This  important 
queflion  cannot  be  invefligated  on  this  occa- 
fion,  and  is  therefore  only  fuggefted.  The 

two 

*  It  might,  for  example,  be  determined,  that  there 
fhould  be  a  new  election  every  ten  or  twelve  years. — •• 
Perhaps  the  fame  meafures  fhould  bo  adopted  refpedting- 
the  profehors. 


Zoo 
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two  lad:  propofnioos  feem  to  be  preferable  to 
the  firfl :  \ft,  Becaufe,  by  thefe  means  no  im¬ 
proper  perfon  who  may  have  been  appointed, 
will  be  continued  too  long  in  office.  2 dly, 
Becaufe  a  phyfician  will  thus  be  prevented 
from  keeping  a  place,  to  the  duties  of  which 
his  great  age  or  infirmities  may  render  him  in¬ 
adequate.  3 dly,  Becaufe,  in  this  manner,  a 
fpirit  of  emulation  will  be  promoted,  by  af¬ 
fording  ,a  field  for  a  great  number  of  competi¬ 
tors  ;  a  circumflance  which  deferves  much  at¬ 
tention. 

II.  The  principal  apothecary  fliall  have  the 
charge  of  the  laboratory  ;  he  {hall  prepare  the 
medicines  allotted  for  the  hofpital ;  he  fliall 
teach  the  pupils,  who  are  under  his  care,  to 
prepare  the  medicines  by  themfelves  ;  and  he 
fliall  frequently  be  intruded  with  the  didribu- 
tion  of  the  neceffary  affidance  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  popular  and  epidemic  difeafes. 

III.  The  pupils  of  the  hofpital  ffiall  be  chq- 
fen  from  among  the  dudents  who  fliall  have 
undergone  the  examinations  on  the  Theory, 
both  of  the  Preliminary,  and  the  Dire#  branches 
of  Medicine.  They  fliall  be  nominated  an¬ 
nually  by  the  judges  of  the  examinations,  who 

ffiali 
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Hiall  choofe  thofe  who  appear  the  belt  inform¬ 
ed.  The  places  of  the  pupils  who  leave  the 
hofpital,  (hall  be  filled  up  in  a  proportion  to 
be  determined  by  a  particular  regulation. 

The  duties  of  the  pupils  of  the  hofpital 
{hall  be,  i/?,  To  overfee  the  wards,  to  take 
care  that  the  orders  are  properly  obeyed,  and 
to  keep  the  report  books,  and  the  regiflers  of 
the  different  cafes.  2 dly,  To  perform  the 
fubordinate  chirurgical  operations.  $d/y.  To 
prepare  the  medicines  under  the  dire&ion  of 
the  principal  apothecary.  4 thly  &  $thly^  To 
undertake  the  anatomical  and  chemical  expe¬ 
riments  and  invefligations  which  fhall  be  re¬ 
commended  to  them  by  the  phyfician  or  fur- 
geon  of  the  hofpital. 

There  fhall  be,  in  all,  five  claffes  of  hofpi¬ 
tal  pupils,  viz.  Infpe&ors  of  the  wards.  Sur¬ 
geons,  Apothecaries,  Chemifts,  and  Anato¬ 
mies. 

Their  number  fhall  be  in  proportion  to  the 
extent  of  the  hofpital.  The  number  of  in- 
fpe&ors  of  the  wards,  in  particular,  fhall  be 
proportioned  to  that  of  the  divifions  under 

which  the  patients  fhall  be  ranked  ;  and  there 

\ 

fliall  be  a  pupil  of  that  clafs  for  every  fifteen 

or 
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or  twenty  beds.  The  other  claffes  may  be 
lefs  numerous ;  but,  in  general,  in  every  large 
hofpital,  there  fhall  be  under  each  phyficiaii 
and  furgeon,  a  complete  eflablifhment  of  pu¬ 
pils  intruded  with  thefe  various  duties. 

They  fhall  be  under  the  immediate  inflec¬ 
tion  of  the  phyficians  \  and  fhall,  in  every  re- 
fpe£l,  conform  themfelves  to  their  orders. 

IV.  The  keepers  fhall  be  charged  with  the 
care  of  the  patients  in  every  thing  which  re¬ 
gards  cleanlinefs,  and  the  different  wants  in 
which  they  require  affiftance.  They  fhall 
perform  thefe  duties  under  the  eyes  of  the 
pupils  who  are  infpe&crs  of  the  wards. 

Whoever  the  perfons  charged  with  this  ofc 
fice  may  be,  whether  they  be  ele&ed  and  no* 
minated  by  a  board  of  adminiftration,  or  whe¬ 
ther  they  may  conflitute  a  clafs  of  perfons  of 
either  fex,  appointed  by  the  State  to  thefe  re- 
fpe&able  and  painful  functions ;  they  ought 
not,  in  any  manner,  to  interfere  with  the  du¬ 
ties  of  the  pupils ;  and  they  fhall  be  required 
to  obey  what  the  pupil  intruded  with  the  in- 
fpeftion  of  each  ward,  fliall  prefcribe  for  the 
good  cf  the  patients. 

V.  The  domeflic  fervants  fhall  perform  all 
the  duties  which  do  not  refpeft  the  perfons  of 

the* 
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the  patients ;  and  ffiall  only  enter  the  wards, 
when  called  there  by  their  refpe&ive  charges. 

§  III.  Of  the  Adminif  ration  of  Hofpitals. 

The  adminiftration,  or  rather  the  council 
of  adminiflration  of  hofpitals,  is  only  mention¬ 
ed  on  this  occafion,  for  the  purpofe  of  fug- 
gefting,  that  it  is  an  objeft  of  great  impor¬ 
tance,  that  a  part  of  that  council  ffiould  be  e- 
le&ed  from  among  the  officers  of  health ;  and 
alfo,  that  the  phyficians  and  Surgeons  of  the 
hofpitals  ffiould  form  part  of  the  council,  and 
ffiould  have  a  vote  in  the  deliberations ;  for 
there  are  a  great  number  of  circumftances  re¬ 
lating  to  the  management  of  the  hofpitals,  on 
which  they  alone  can  give  proper  advice. 

SECTION  II. 

General  Organization  of  the  Hofpitals  for  the 
purpofe  of  teaching  the  Pupils  the  Practice  of 
Medicine  by  obfervation}  Gr  the  firft  Method  of 
Clinical  InflruElicn . 

All  the  hofpitals  ffiould  be  dire&ed  towards 
this  great  objeft  ;  it  is  even  abfolutely  necef- 
fary,  that  they  ffiould  all  for  the  future  be  or¬ 
ganized  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  accompliffi  it ; 

and 
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and  it  may  be  remarked,  that  hitherto  none 
of  them  has  been  proper  for  this  purpofe. 

§  I-  Of  the  Divifion  of  Hofpitals  for  the  purpofe s  of 

Medical  Information,  and  Clinical  Inf  ru Elion. 

The  number  of  patients  is  not  the  only 
clrcumflance  to  be  confidered  in  the  formation 
of  the  principal  divifions  in  an  hofpital :  it  is 
neceffary  alfo,  as  much  as  poffible,  to  arrange 
the  patients  according  to  their  difeafes  and 
wants.  By  this  arrangement,  it  will  be  ealler 
to  afford  the  neceffary  abidance,  and  to  exhibit 
the  different  medicines  to  the  patients,  befides 
which  a  great  advantage  in  the  fludy  of  difeafes 
will  alfo  be  obtained ;  for,  in  thefe,  the  compari- 
fon  of  the  different  phenomena  in  fimilar  cafes, 
forms  the  principal  and  mod;  important  founda¬ 
tions  of  the  prognofis. 

It  is  deemed  ufeful,  to  detail,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  all  the  reafons  for  thefe  divifions ;  al¬ 
though,  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  not  thought 
that  thefe  can  be  carried  into  execution  in  all 
places  and  at  all  times.  It  is  left  to  the  care 
of  the  phyfician  of  each  hofpital,  to  afeertain 
thofe  arrangements  which  may  appear  to  him 
prafficable  and  expedient. 
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TABLE  of  the  Clinical  Divisions,  which  may, 

according  to  circumftances ,  be  eflablijhed  in  Hof- 

ORDINARY  HOSPITALS. 

Firft  Genera!  Divifion .  Part  of  the  Hofpical  allot¬ 
ted  to  Men. 

Part  of  the  Hofpital  allot¬ 
ted  to  Women. 

Second  General  Divifion,  Internal  Difeafes,  or  thofe, 

the  treatment  of  which 
confifls  chiefly  in  the  ex¬ 
hibition  of  internal  re¬ 
medies. 

Chirurgical  Difeafes,  or 
thofe,  the  cure  of  which 
depends  principally  on  a 
chirurgical  operation. 

I.  DIVISIONS  for  INTERNAL  DISEASES. 

Firft  General  Divifion .  Contagious  Difeafes. 1 

Difeafes  not  Contagious. 

Second  General  Divifion .  Acute  Difeafes. 

Chronic  Difeafes. 

Vol.  VII.  Dec.  II.  U  Supple - 

*  It  would  be  defirable  that  the  Contagious  difeafes  were  fe* 

parated  from  each  other. 
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Supplement  to  the  Divi- 
Jion  of  Acute  Dif- 

eafes .  2  —  Ward  for  Patients  on  their 

admiflion. 

Ward  for  Delirious  Pa¬ 
tients. 

Third  General  Divifion .  Uncommon  Difeafes,  or 

thofe  which  require  a 
particular  mode  of  treat- 

j 

ment,  or  on  which  it  is 
propofed  to  make  expe¬ 
riments.  3 

Fourth 

*  The  ftage  preceding  that  which  diftinguifhes  the  dif- 
eafe,  is  fometimes  a  very  interefting  fubjedt  of  ftudy  to  the 
pupils,  and  of  reflections  to  the  phvfician.  It  is  often  attend¬ 
ed  with  equivocal  fymptoms,  which  fometimes  refemble  each 
other  in  appearance,  in  cafes  which,  during  the  reft  of  their 
courfe,  are  very  different.  It  is  by  the  companion  of  thefe 
Hates  that  the  phyfleian  can  learn  to  eftablilh  a  certain  diagno- 
fts.  It  is  therefore  ufeful,  that  patients  ftiould  not  be  put  into 
the  ward  for  acute  difeafes,  without  having  been  previoufly 
placed  in  one  confining  of  a  fmall  number  of  beds,  called  the 
ward  for  thofe  newly  admitted.  It  is  alfo  ufeful,  that  near 
the  ward  for  acute  difeafes,  there  fhould  be  a  fmall  one,  into 
which  thofe  patients,  who,  by  their  delirium,  would  difturb 
the  others,  may  be  carried.  This  feparation  from  the  others* 
frequently  advantageous  for  the  patient  himfelf,  will  afford* 
to  the  attentive  obferver,  farther  objects  of  comparison,  which 
may  be  of  importance  for  eftablifhing  the  prognofis. 

3  Thefe  difeafes  belong  efpecially  to  the  clafs  of  Chronic 
complaints.  Such  are  thofe  commonly  called  difeafes  of  the 
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Fourth  General  Divifion .  Venereal  Complaints.  4 
Fifth  General  Divifion .  Difeafes  of  Artifts.  5 

U  2  Sixth 

Lymphatic  fyftem,  and  particularly  Scropliula.  Such  are  alfo 
thofe  which  affedt  the  fubftance  of  the  bones  ;  fome  of  thole 
which  affedt  the  cellular  fubftance,  and,  in  general,  the  obfti- 
nate  cutaneous  eruptions ;  madnefs  and  melancholy  ;  external 
and  internal  fchirrhous  and  cancerous  tumours  ;  fcurvy,  &c« , 
All  thefe  difeafes,  and  feveral  others,  ought  to  become  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  very  particular  inveftigation,  both  with  refpedt  to  the 
ftudy  of  their  varieties,  and  the  fymptoms  attending  thefe  va- 
fieties,  and  the  examination  of  the  effedts  of  the  different  re¬ 
medies  which  appear  to  produce  any  changes  on  thefe  disor¬ 
ders  ;  and  alfo,  to  the  chemical  analyfis  of  the  changed  fluids, 
or  even  organs  which  form  the  feat  of  thefe  complaints.  If 
poffible,  each  fpecies  of  thefe  difeafes  ought  to  be  kept  fepar- 
ate  from  the  others  ;  but  Maniacal  affedfions,  Epileptic  and 
Convulfive  diforders,  Gangrenous  and  Pforic  eruptions,  and 
the  Scurvy,  muft  be  abfolutely  feparated. 

4  It  is  an  objedt  of  importance  to  continue  the  undertaking 
of  M.  De  Horne  refpedting  thefe  difeafes,  for  comparing  the 
different  modes  of  cure,  and  for  afcertaining  the  eircujnfhnces 
in  which  one  mode  is  preferable  to  another. 

5  It  is  highly  neceffary  to  colledt  a  connected  chain  of  ob- 
fervations  on  thefe  difeafes.  Another  method  to  accomplifli 
this,  would  be,  by  the  eftabliftmient  of  hofpitals  in  the  vicinity 
of  great  manufadtories.  By  this  plan,  a  knowledge  of  means 
for  preventing  the  complaints  which  affedt  an  ufeful  clafs  of  ci¬ 
tizens,  would  be  obtained.  The  Society  of  Medicine  has  al¬ 
ready  attended  to  this  fubj&dt,  and  has  colledled  a  great  many 
valuable  materials  ;  the  greateft  part  of  which,  it  owes  to  a 
very  refpedtable  citizen,  who  is  not  a  medical  p-radHtioner,  M 
Pajot  de  Gharmes, 
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Sixth  General  Divifion 
for  that  allotted  to 

Women .  —  Difeafes  of  Women  during 

the  puerperal  (late.  6 

II.  DIVISIONS  for  CHIRURGICAL  DISEASES.  7 


Firft  General  Divifion . 
Second  General  Divifion . 


Wounds,  Fra&ures,  and 
Luxations. 

Other  difeafes  in  which 
Chirurgical  operations 
are  the  chief  means  of 
cure. 8 

Third 


6  It  is  dill  neceffary  to  obferve  thefe  difeafes  with  much  at¬ 
tention  ;  and  they  may  afford  room  for  very  important  invefti- 
gations.  Befides,  no  fpecies  of  diforder  is  more  fufceptible 
than  they,  of  being  rendered  inveterately  worfe,  by  the  danger¬ 
ous  circumftances  which  are  found  combined  in  great  hofpitals. 
When,  therefore,  women  in  fuch  cafes  cannot  be  received  into 
the  fmall  hofpitals,  nor  attended  at  their  own  houfes,  which 
would  certainly  be  preferable,  they  ought  to  be  admitted  into 
the  large  hofpitals,  and  placed  in  a  ward  by  themfelves,  fepar- 
atcd  even  from  the  lying-in  women  ;  becaufe  there  is  no  date 
of  the  body  in  which  putrid  and  contagious  difeafes  are  more 
readily  communicated,  or  more  generally  fatal  than  that. 

7  It  will  always  be  ufeful  to  referve  for  the  large  hofpitals, 

thofe  difeafes  which  require  important  operations,  for  evident 
reafons.  In  the  greated  number  of  fmall  hofpitals,  therefore, 
there  will  be  no  chirurgical  wards,  but  for  the  treatment  of 
fimple  ulcers  of  both  fexes,  and  for  the  delivery'  of  pregnant 
women.  . 

*  Such  are  thofe  requiring  the  amputation  of  large  limbs. 


or 
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Third  General  Divlfwn.  Wounds  which  affume  a 

bad  appearance.  9 

Fourth  General  Divlfwn .  A  room  for  performing  o- 

perations. 10 

Wards  for  pregnant  Wo¬ 
men. 

Fifth  General  Divlfwn.  Wards  for  thofe  who  have 

been  operated  on. 

Wards  for  delivered  Wo¬ 
men. 

Wards  for  Convalefcents. 11 
U  3  Hos- 

«r  cafes  of  cancers  of  the  breaft,  iiflulae  ani,  hernia?,  hone  in  the 
bladder,  &c. 

9  The  malignancy  which  ulcers  fometimes  acquire  in  hofpi- 
tals,  may  become  contagious.  The  precaution  of  placing 
fuch  patients  by  themfelves,  is  as  ufeful  for  them,  as  for  thofe 
from  whom  they  are  feparated  ;  a  facl  which  daily  cbfervation 
proves. 

I  °  It  is  well  known,  that  it  is  very  neceifary  for  the  quiet 
of  the  patients,  to  avoid  operations  as  much  as  pofiible  in  the 
wards. 

The  necefnty  of  a  particular  ward  for  thofe  who  have  been 
operated  on,  and  for  women  after  delivery,  is  alfo  obvious. 
They  ought  to  be  carried  thither  immediately  after  the  opera¬ 
tion  ;  becaufe  their  cure  depends  on  the  moil  perfect  qu'etnefs, 
and  on  their  being  placed  in  a  healthy  htuation. 

I I  The  divifion  for  Convalefcents  is  here  common  to  pa¬ 
tients  affected  with  internal  and  chirurgical  difeafes.  But  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  eftablifh  a  diftindlion  at  leak  in  the  ar¬ 
rangement  of  the  beds,  in  order  that  the  phyfician  or  furgeon, 
under  whole  care  the  patient  had  been,  may  hill  attend  him  in 
his  convalefcent  hate. 
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HOSPITALS  for  CHILDREN.  ** 


Firft  General  Divtfion .  Difeafes  of  early  infancy, 

or  of  children  from  birth, 
till  the  firft  fet  of  teeth 
have  appeared. 

Difeafes  of  childhood,  from 
the  time  of  the  firft  den¬ 
tition,  till  the  fecond  is 
finilhed. 


Second  General  Divtfion. 


Boys. 


Girls. 

Difeafes  which  are  Conta? 


gious. 


This  flage  of  difeafes,  will  afford  to  the  ftudents,  many  op¬ 
portunities  of  making  important  remarks  on  the  progrefiive  re¬ 
turn  of  llrength  ;  on  falfe  convalefcence,  on  relapfes,  their 
caufes,  proportion,  and  the  diftance  of  their  recurrence  with 
refpe&  to  the  original  complaint  ;  on  the  chronic  diforders 
which  follow  acute  ones,  which  often  form  the  crifis  of  the 
latter  ;  and  on  a  variety  of  other  circumilances  which  have 
been  little  defcribed  by  authors^  and  which  can  only  be  ftudied 
in  the  great  book  of  nature. 

It  is  therefore  neceffary,  that  the  medical  pradlitioner  fhould 
not  negledt  convalefcents,  nor  omit  to  call  the  attention  of  the 

Undents  to  their  cafes. 

* 1  It  is  neceffary  to  remark  here,  that  the  affemblage  of  a 
great  number  of  children  in  one  place,  is  more  unfriendly  tQ 

healthj 
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Difeafes  which  are  not 
Contagious* 

Third  General  Divifion.  Acute  Difeafes. 

Chronic  Difeafes. 

Fourth  General  Divifion 
for  new-bornChildren.  Venereal  Diforders. 

Fifth  General  Divifion.  Chirurgical  Difeafes. 


HOSPITALS  for  OLD  PEOPLE. 

Firfl  General  Divifion .  Wards  for  the  Men. 

Wards  for  the  Women. 
Second  General  Divifion.  Natural  Infirmities. 

Accidental  Complaints. 

Third  General  Divifion.  Chirurgical  Difeafes. 


The  Marine  and  Army  Hofpitals,  and  thofe  which 
are  inftituted  in  the  vicinity  of  the  principal  mine¬ 
ral  waters,  See.  may  be  organized  and  arranged 

U  4  with 

• 

health,  efpecially  during  early  infancy,  than  that  of  thofe  in 
any  other  age  or  ftate  of  life.  It  proves  often  an  invincible  ob- 
flacle  to  the  cure  of  difeafes  ;  and  hence  the  obferver  is  liable 
to  be  miflaken  in  his  opinions,  when  the  patients  are  expofed 
to  the  influence  of  caufes,  in  themfelves  fo  dangerous  and  fatal. 
It  will  be  more  advantageous  to  eftablifli,  within  the  circle  of 
the  fmall  hofpitals,  houfes  both  for  the  education  of  healthy 
children,  and  for  the  management  of  difeafed  ones  ;  and  to 
place  in  them  the  orphans  and  foundlings  who  {hall  be  fent  there 
from  the  places  in  which  they  {hall  have  been  found. 
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with  refpeft  to  the  difeafes  which  occur  mod 
commonly  in  them,  according  to  the  fame 
principles. 

It  will  be  alfo  readily  allowed,  that  it  is  pro¬ 
per,  in  each  hofpiral,  befides  the  diviiions, enu¬ 
merated,  that  there  {hould  be  a  room  for 
writing  the  regifters ;  one  for  opening  dead 
bodies,  and  for  making  anatomical  demon fl ra¬ 
tions  ;  a  laboratory  for  the  preparation  of  me¬ 
dicines,  and  for  chemical  invefligations ;  a 
place  for  drying  plants,  and  a  botanic  garden, 
in  which  may  be  cultivated  the  officinal  plants, 
which  the  phyfician  of  the  hofpital  may  wifli 
to  preferibe,  in  particular  cafes,  for  the  fake  of 
experiments. 

§  II.  Of  the  Duties  of  the  Phxficians  and  Pupils  cf 
the  PIoJpitalsf  confidered  as  they  regard  Clinical 
Obfervation  and  Lift ruction* 

Thr  phyfician  (hall  vifit  the  patients,  as  al¬ 
ready  mentioned.  The  pupils  of  the  hofpital 
{hall  mark  down  in  a  report-book,  every 
thing  which  the  phyfician  dial l  remark  and 
preferibe  ;  they  (hall  keep  a  regifter  of  the 
cafes;  they  {hall  carry  the  preferiptions  into 

execution  $ 
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execution  ;  and  they  (hall  make  the  invediga- 
tions  which  (hall  be  entruded  to  them. 

The  dudents  will  receive  indru&ion,  by  vi- 
fiting  the  patients,  and  accompanying  the 
pliyfician  and  pupils,  while  on  their  refpe&ive 
duties. 

In  order  to  underdand  all  thefe  duties,  fome 
idea  mud  be  formed,  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  report  and  cafe-books  fhould  be  “managed. 
Both  {hall  be  kept  by  the  pupils  who  overfee 
the  wards. 

There  fhal!  be  two  kinds  of  regiders  kept, 
in  different  books ;  the  one  {hall  contain  the 
reports  made  at  the  vifit ;  the  other,  the  regi- 
fter  of  the  cafes. 

The  former  {hall  ferve  as  a  guide  to  the 
phyfician  in  his  vifits,  and  to  the  pupils  in  the 
duties  which  are  impofed  on  them. 

Each  ward  (hall  have  a  report-book  proper 
to  itfelf.  Each  leaf  of  that  book,  {hall  be 
made  to  contain  the  hidory  of  a  fingle  vifit; 
and  fhall  be  contrived  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
the  report  of  the  vifit  may  be  made  expediti- 
oufiy,  and  exhibited  in  a  perfpicuous  manner. 

For  this  purpofe,  it  {hall  be  divided  into  fe- 
veral  columns,  with  printed  titles,  which  {hall 
be  filled  up  in  the  following  manner : 


At 
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At  the  top  of  'he  leaf,  {hall  be  put  the 
name  of  the  ward,  and  the  date  and  num¬ 
ber  of  the  vifit. 

The  firft  column  {hall  contain  the  number 
of  the  bed,  and  the  date  of  admiffion  of  the 
patient ;  the  date  of  the  attack  of  the  difeafe, 
if  known ;  and  alfo  that  of  the  reception  of 
the  patient  into  the  hofpital. 

The  fecond  column  {hall  contain  the  name 
of  the  difeafe  ;  that  is  to  fay,  when  it  has  not 
yet  aflumed  any  decided  form,  the  moft  re¬ 
markable  fymptoms  {hall  be  detailed  ;  fuch  as, 
for  example,  the  fever,  and  the  pains  or  the 
depreffion  which  attend  the  difeafe.  When 
the  complaint  is  known,  the  name,  merely, 
{hall  be  marked ;  and  when  it  {hall  have  chan¬ 
ged  its  appearance,  its  variations  {hall  be  de- 
fcribed. 

The  third  column  {hall  contain  fummary 
obfervations  on  the  daily  ftate  of  the  pati¬ 
ent.  This  column  {hall  be  a  little  larger  than 
the  others. 

On  the  fourth  column,  the  medicines  pre¬ 
scribed  for  internal  ufe,  fhall  be  marked. 

On  the  fifth,  the  leffer  chirurgical  opera¬ 
tions. 
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The  fixth,  {hall  contain  every  thing  relat¬ 
ing  to  regimen. 

The  pupils  who  {hall  have  charge  of  the 
regifters  of  each  ward,  {hall  extra#  from  this 
leaf,  detached  notes,  which  {hall  be  fixed  to 
the  bed  of  each  patient,  in  order  to  be  feen 
by  thofe  ftudents  who  {hall  vifit  them  at  any 
time  different  from  that  appropriated  to  the 
phyfician’s  vifit.  Thefe  notes  {hall  contain  what 
is  written  in  the  fecond  and  third  columns,  and 
what  refpe#s  the  prefcriptions  and  regimen. 

The  report-book,  {hall  alfo  ferve  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  principal  obfervations  which  Ihall  be 
inferted  into  the  cafe-book. 

The  cafe-book  {hall  be  allotted  for  inferr¬ 
ing,  in  a  connected  order,  all  the  circumftan- 
ces  relating  to  the  cafe  of  each  patient. 

At  the  top  of  each  page,  there  {hall  be  the 
name  of  the  ward,  the  number  of  the  patient, 
and  defcription  of  his  difeafe,  fuch  as  it  {hall 
have  been  marked  in  the  fecond  column  of 
the  correfpondent  leaf  of  the  report-book. 

The  cafe-book  {hall  be  divided  into  co¬ 
lumns  ;  the  firft  of  which,  {hall  contain  the 
glare  or  number  of  days  of  the  difeafe. 

In 


MEDICAL 


Dec.  II. 


In  the  fecond,  fliall  be  written  all  the  fymp- 
toms  of  the  difeafe;  not  only  thofe  which  fhall 
be  exprefled  fummarily  in  the  third  column 
of  the  report- book,  but  alfo,  thofe  which  fliall 
have  been  obferved  during  the  intervals  of  the 
public  vifit,  by  the  pupil  who  hasthechief  charge 
of  the  ward,  and  who  fliall  keep  the  records 
cf  the  cafes.  On  the  fame  column,  fliall  alfo 
be  enumerated,  obfervations  on  the  nature  of 
the  evacuations ;  the  refult  of  the  chemical  in- 
vefligations  which  may  have  been  ordered  by 
the  phyfician ;  and  the  anatomical  remarks 
which  the  opening  of  dead  bodies  may  fug- 
geft. 

The  third  column  fliall  contain  the  remedies 
which  had  been  ordered,  and  their  fenfible 
and  undoubted  effe£s. 

When  a  patient  fhall  be  tranfported  from 
the  ward  allotted  for  thofe  newly  admitted,  to 
that  appropriated  to  acute  difeafes,  the  pupil 
who  fliall  have  charge  of  the  cafe-book  of  the 
former  ward,  fhall  deliver  up  the  leaf  which 
regards  that  patient,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
joined  with  thofe  which  fliall  contain  the  hif- 
tory  of  his  difeafe. 


The 
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The  leaf  filled  up  in  the  ward  for  newly 
admitted  patients,  fhall  contain,  in  the  fecond 
column,  every  thing  relating  to  the  preceding 
flate  of  the  patient,  and  to  his  age,  tempera¬ 
ment,  and  profefiion  ;  and  alfo,  refpe&ing  the 
real  or  alleged  occafional  caufes  of  the  difeafe, 
and  all  the  other  articles  of  information  which 
can  be  learned  with  regard  to  his  hiflory. 

The  pupil  who  iliall  keep  the  regiflers  of 
the  ward  of  convalefcents,  fhall  alfo  remit  his 
leaves  to  the  pupil  who  fhall  have  kept  the  re- 
gifler  of  the  ward  in  which  the  patient  had 
been  treated  ;  and  from  the  union  of  thefe 
leaves,  containing  a  complete  hiflory  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  a  fhort  recapitulation  fhall  be  drawn  up, 
which  fhall  clofe  that  cafe. 

The  pupil  charged  with  the  care  of  the 
cafe-book,  fhall  be  required  to  mark,  on  leaves 
for  that  purpofe,  all  the  meteorological  obfer- 
vations,  which  fhall  be  colle&ed  during  the 
fpace  of  time  included  in  the  book. 

The  regift ers  refpedting  that  part  of  the 
hofpital,  allotted  for  chirurgical  cafes,  fhall  be 
kept  on  the  fame  plan. 

Every  year,  in  the  months  of  January  and 
Auguft,  the  phyfician  fhall  clofe  the  cafe-books; 
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efpecially  of  the  ward  of  acute  difeafes,  by  in¬ 
cluding  in  them,  all  the  complete  cafes,  and 
transferring  thofe  which  are  ftill  under  treat¬ 
ment,  to  the  following  cafe-book. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  cafe-book,  a  table  fhall 
be  made  out,  of  all  the  difeafes  included  in  it, 
in  order  to  have  a  complete  view  of  the  ver¬ 
nal  and  autumnal  difeafes  of  the  year. 

During  the  public  vifit,  the  phyfician  fhall 
be  accompanied  by  the  keeper  and  the  pupils 
of  each  ward,  which  he  enters. 

He  (hall  begin  his  vifit  r3  at  the  ward  ap¬ 
propriated  to  thofe  newly  admitted,  and  fhall, 
from  thence,  pafs  into  that  of  acute  difeafes* 
and  then  into  that  for  delirious  patients ;  the 
beds  of  whom,  in  the  ward  for  acute  difeafes, 
fiiall  be  kept  empty.  If  the  fame  phyfician 
vifit  all  kinds  of  difeafes,  and  all  dalles  of  pa¬ 
tients,  he  fliould  next  go  into  the  ward  for 
chronic  cafes,  and  into  that  for  diforders  re¬ 
quiring 

3  ?  It  is  to  be  here  underftood,  that,  by  thus  expref- 
fmg  thefe  remarks  in  a  pofitive  manner,  it  is  not  meant 
to  prefcribe,  abfolutely,  the  line  of  condutt  which  the 
phyficians  fhould  adopt ;  but  merely,  to  point  out  every 
thing  according  to  the  plan  which,  it  is  believed,  is  moll 
eligible  for  the  purpofe  of  inftru&ion. 


1 79^* 


COMMENTARIES . 


3T9 

quiring  a  particular  treatment ;  then  into  that 
of  convalefcents,  in  the  divifion  allotted  for 
the  men  ;  then  into  that  for  the  women  ;  and 
fhall  always  finifli  his  vifit  by  the  ward  of  con¬ 
tagious  difeafes. 

The  public  vifit  (hall  be  conduced  in  the 
following  manner : 

A  pupil  fhall  hold  the  report  of  the  lafl 
vifit,  and  fhall  read,  with  an  audible  voice,  in 
the  fecond  and  third  column  of  that  report, 
the  flate  of  the  patient  at  lafl  vifit  j  or,  if  he 
have  not  yet  been  vifited,  he  fhall  read  in  the 
fame  columns  of  the  report-book,  relating  to 
that  patient,  the  remarks  made  refpe&ing  his 
cafe.  Another  pupil,  holding  the  cafe-book, 
fhall  read,  in  the  fame  manner,  the  remarks 
which  fhall  have  been  made  on  the  patient 
during  the  interval  of  the  two  vifits. 

The  phyfician  fhall  then  examine  and  que- 
flion  the  patient ;  and,  according  to  his  an- 
fwers,  and  his  flate,  fhall  dictate,  in  a  few 
words,  the  fummary  obfervations  which  ought 
to  be  written  in  the  report-book  :  thefe  muft 
always  be  fuch  as  fhall  determine  the  indu 
cations  of  cure  to  be  followed. 


He 
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He  Avail  then  prefcribe  the  remedies,  and 
the  regimen  ;  and  fhall,  if  he  finds  it  neceffary, 
give  his  orders  to  the  pupils  charged  with  un¬ 
dertaking  the  feveral  invefligations. 

After  the  vifir,  the  phyfician  fhall  examine 
the  regifters.  If  any  patient  be  dead,  he  (hall 
point  out  to  the  anatomical  pupils,  the  princi¬ 
pal  circumftances  to  which  they  fhould  attend, 
in  opening  the  body.  He  fhall  anfwer  any 
queftions  which  the  pupils  may  put  to  him. 
He  fhall  fee  that  the  meteorological  obferva- 
tions  of  the  day,  be  accurate :  and  if  any 
change  in  the  flate  of  the  weather,  fhall  have 
been  followed  by  an  uniform  change  in  fever¬ 
al  patients  of  the  hofpitaJ,  he  fhall  mark  it 
down,  either  at  the  bottom  of  theVeport- books, 
or  on  the  leaf  appropriated  for  meteorological 
obfervations. 

After  this,  each  pupil  fhall  go  to  his  re- 
fpe&ive  department. 

Thofe  who  are  entrufled  with  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  medicines,  fhall  extra#  from  the  re¬ 
port-book,  a  lift  of  the  prefcriptions,  divided 
into  three  parts.  The  firft  fhall  contain  the 
prefcriptions,  which  muft  be  immediately  pre¬ 
pared  )  the  fecond,  thofe  which  are  appoint¬ 
ed 
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ed  for  the  red  of  the  day  ;  and  the  third  fhall 
be  fet  apart  for  the  regimen. 

The  chirurgical  pupils  fliall  perform  the 

bleedings,  and  drefs  the  ulcers;  and  if  their 

■* 

be  any,  more  nice,  operation,  as  extirpations, 
or  the  opening  of  deep  abfcdfes,  they  (hall 
perform  them  under  the  eyes  of  the  furgeon, 
or  one  of  his  principal  pupils,  who  fliall  attend 
in  the  ward  when  defired,  and  fliall  fuperin- 
tend  the  operation,  or  do  it  himfelf,  if  necef- 
Fary. 

The  pupils  who  have  the  charge  of  over- 
feeing  the  wards,  fliall  employ  themfelves  in 
writing  the  cafes.  Thofe  who  fliall  have  chemi¬ 
cal  invefligations  to  make,  fhall  work  at  thefe ; 
and  thofe  who  fhall  be  charged  with  the  open¬ 
ing  of  bodies,  fliall  proceed  to  that  duty,  hav¬ 
ing  under  their  eyes,  the  hiflory  of  the  difeafe, 
which  will  direct  them  in  their  inquiries. 

The  fludents  who  fliall  have  attended  the 
phyfeian  in  his  vifit,  fhall  have  the  liberty  of  - 
alfo  attending  the  pupils  of  the  hofpital,  dur¬ 
ing  the  exercife  of  their  different  funftions. 

In  order  to  avoid  confufion*  and  alfo  the 
conflraint  which  the  patients  would  fuffer 
from  a  crowd  of  young  men,  the  fludents  fhall 
Vol,  VII.  Dec.  II.  X  be 
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be  difper  fed  through  the  hofpital  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  each  fhall  have  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  of  patients  to  attend  to ;  and  that  each  pa¬ 
tient  (hall  only  be  vifited  by  a  certain  number 
of  ftudents,  always  under  the  eyes  of  the  pu¬ 
pil  who  overfees  the  ward.  Each  ftudent  (hall 
be  furniflied 'With  the  number  of  patients 
to  which  he  fhall  be  obliged  to  reftridl  him- 
felf. 

It  will  alfo  be  neceffary,  that,  in  the  great- 
cft  number  of  hofpitals,  except  in  thofe  allot¬ 
ted  for  teaching,  the  number  of  fludents 
allowed  to  attend  the  hofpitals,  be  deter¬ 
mined  according  to  their  extent  ;  and  that 
thofe  only  fhall  enjoy  that  privilege,  who  have 
palled  their  firfl  examination  on  Theory. 

With  refpefl  to  chirurgical  difeafes,  the 
furgeons  fhall  vifit  the  patients,  accompanied 
by  the  pupils,  in  the  fame  manner  as  has  been 
marked  out  for  the  phyfician. 

If  any  operation  be  neceffary,  he  fhall  per¬ 
form  it  after  the  vifit. 

When  any  patient  fhall  have  been  trans¬ 
ported  from  the  wards  allotted  for  internal 
difeafes,  to  the  chirurgical  wards,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  Submitting  to  fome  important  opera¬ 
tion. 
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non,  the  phyfician  who  lhall  have  attended 
him  in  the  former,  lhall  be  requefted  to  attend 
in  the  latter  ward,  in  order  to  concert  with 
the  furgeon,  the  proper  meafures  to  be  adopt¬ 
ed  for  the  management  of  the  cafe.  The  pu¬ 
pils  of  the  wards  for  internal  difeafes,  lhall 
take  care  to  continue  their  regihers  refpeCting 
this  patient ;  and,  for  that  purpofe,  they  lhall 
have  accefs  to  the  regiiters  in  the  chirurgical 
ward,  in  which  his  treatment  lhall  be  conti¬ 
nued. 

v 

After  the  vifit,  a  lift  of  the  operations  to 
be  performed,  lhall  be  extracted  from  the  re- 
port-books. 

The  chief  furgeon  lhall  dillribute  thefe  in 
the  following  manner  : 

1.  The  leffer  operations  lhall  be  entrulled 
to  the  pupils. 

2.  In  the  curative  operations,  the  chief  fur¬ 
geon  lhall  determine  what  lhall  be  entrufted 
to  them  ;  but  thefe  operations  lhall  always  be 
performed  under  his  eyes.  Such  are,  the  open¬ 
ing  of  abfceffes,  the  taking  the  drellings  from 
great  wounds,  &c. 

3.  With  refpeft  to  important  operations, 
he  lhall,  when  practicable,  caufe  the  patients 
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to  be  tranfported,  the  one  after  the  other, 
into  the  amphitheatre  allotted  for  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  and  he  fliall  perform  the  operations  in 
prefence  of  the  pupils,  the  mofl  experienced 
of  whom  fliall  ferve  him  as  affiflants ;  and  if 
he  fliall  think  proper  to  trufl  to  them  any 
important  operation,  they  fliall  only  operate 
under  his  eye. 

SECTION  III. 

Of  the  particular  Organization  of  the  Hofpitals 
allotted  for  teaching  Clinical  Medicine  and 
Surgery  j  of  the  Second  Mode  of  Clinical 
Inftruclions. 

♦ 

In  each  medical  college,  there  fliall  be  an 
hofpital  allotted  for  teaching,  publicly,  Clini¬ 
cal  medicine  and  Surgery.  Both  thefe  fhall  be 
taught  in  regular  courfes,  by  one  or  two  pro- 
feffors,  who  fliall  be,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
phyficians  and  furgeons  of  the  hofpital 

Neverthelefs,  nothing  fhall  prevent  the 
phyficians  and  furgeons  of  the  other  hofpitals, 
of  every  kind,  to  le&ure  alfo,  if  they  choofe 

iv 

L  See  Note  17.  page  529. 
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if,  on  the  difeafes  of  the  patients  entrufted  to 
their  care.  They  Ihould  even  be  exprefsly 
encouraged  to  do  fo,  in  order  to  excite  emu¬ 
lation  by  competition,  to  afford  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  for  the  difplay  of  abilities,  and  to  multiply 
for  the  pupils,  the  means  of  inftrufiion.  The 
fuccefs  obtained  in  that  character,  will  be  an 
additional  title  towards  obtaining  profeffor- 
fliips.  It  is  particularly  delirable,  that  the 
phyficians  entrufted  with  the  charge  of  the 
Marine  and  Military  hofpitals,  fhould  be  en¬ 
gaged  to  fulfil  thefe  ufeful  functions ;  and,  for 
this  purpofe,  it  may  be  proper  to  give  them 
fome  particular  encouragement. 

%  I.  Of  the  Mode  of  Teaching  Cluneal  Medicine . 

The  profeffors  of  Clinical  medicine,  (hall 
undertake  two  different  talks.  The  one  {hall 
relate  to  the  obfervations  made  at  thebed-fide 
of  the  patients  of  the  hofpital,  which  will  be 
properly  the  Clinical  courfe.  The  other  fhall 
confifl  of  regular  and  complete  pra&ical  trea¬ 
ties  on  all  the  difeafes  of  the  body,  which  will 
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form  a  complete  courfe  of  the  Pra&ice  of  Me¬ 
dicine  14 . 

Thus,  the  phyfician  fhall  give  a  clinical  lec¬ 
ture  in  the  morning,  on  fome  of  the  cafes 
which  fhall  be  feen  in  the  courfe  of  the  vifit 
of  the  preceding  day ;  and  he  fhall  choofe 
three  days  in  the  week,  at  lead,  for  delivering, 

at 

*  4  It  mufl  be  allowed,  that  an  hofpital  cannot  furnifh 
materials  for  a  complete  courfe  of  medicine,  even  during 
the  fpace  of  two  years.  There  are  difeafes,  which  occur 
very  rarely  in  ordinary  hofpitals.  Befides,  the  mod. 
common  difeafes  cannot,  in  hofpitals,  be  offered  to  the 
view  of  the  pupils,  but  in  the  order  in  which  nature  pro¬ 
duces  them.  That  order  which  exhibits  difeafes,  as  they 
are  connected  with  the  weather  and  feafons,  mufl  afford 
a  great  fource  of  inflrudlion  :  but  as  that  inflru&ion  is 
dependent  on  the  nature  of  circumflances,  it  cannot  pof- 
fibly  be  complete. 

The  two  courfes  here  propofed,  are  therefore  necef- 
fary.  They  ought  to  be  undertaken  by  one  profeffor. 
They  fnoiild,  in  fail,  be  fo  much  connedled  with  each 
other,  that  the  one  may  ferve,  as  it  were,  as  a  commen¬ 
tary  on  the  other,  although  they  be  arranged  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  order  ;  and  that  the  pupils  accuflomed,  by  the  one, 
to  diflinsruifn  and  to  value  the  laws  of  nature  in  what 
they  have  themfelves  feen,  may  eafily  conceive  the  fame 
circumflances,  in  difeafes  which  may  not  have  been  fub- 
mitted  to  their  view. 
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at  another  hour,  the  le&ures  of  the  complete 
courfe. 

Both  thefe  courfes  mufl  neceffarily  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  fpace  of  two  years ;  taking  the 
Acute  difeafes  for  the  fubjedl  of  the  nrfl  year, 
and  the  Chronic,  for  that  of  the  le&ures  of  the 
fecond.  *5 

If  there  be  two  profefTors  in  the  fame  hof- 
pital,  the  year  which  *fhall  be  appropriated 
by  the  one,  to  the  delcription  of  Acute  difeaf¬ 
es,  fliall  be  allotted  by  the  other,  to  that  of 
Chronic  difeafes. 

The  Clinical  le&ure  fliall  be  given  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  morning  public  vifit,  as  has  al¬ 
ready  been  mentioned. 

X  4  That 

1  s  The  reafon  of  this  divifion,  is,  that  the  acute  dif¬ 
eafes,  always  more  diftindtly  marked,  and  exhibiting,  in 
the  exertions  of  nature,  a  courfe  more  eafily  traced,  will 
be  more  readily  underftood  by  the  young  pupils,  than 
the  chronic  difeafes  ;  the  general  nature  of  which,  be¬ 
ing  more  difficultly  afcertained,  requires  greater  expe¬ 
rience,  and  more  extenfive  views.  There  is  alfo  a  rea¬ 
fon  for  dedicating  the  courfe  of  a  whole  year  to  the 
acute  difeafes  ;  which  is,  that  a  complete  knowledge  of 
them  cannot  be  obtained,  but  by  the  union  of  the  difeaP 
4»s  which  occur  in  the  Spring  and  Autumri. 
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That  le&ure  mud:  not  be  delivered  at  the 
bed-fide  of  the  patients  5  but  the  profefTor  dial  I 
repair,  after  the  vifit,  to  the  room  appropri¬ 
ated  for  that  purpofe.  16 

He  (hall  have  marked,  during  the' vifit, 
the  patients  whom  he  (hall  have  cbofen  as 
fubje&s  of  his  leclures ;  and  their  numbers,  ac¬ 
companied  by  a  note  fimiiar  to  that  which  is 
attached  to  their  bed-head,  (hall  be  written 
and  fufpended  in  the  Iefturing-room. 

The  choice  which  he  (hail  make  of  the  fub- 
jeefs  of  the  lectures,  (hall  be  regulated  by  the. 

circum- 

1  6  It  cannot  be  judged  expedient,  to  deliver  the  clini¬ 
cal  ledture  entirely  at  the  bed-fide  of  the  patient.  The 
advantages  which  would  refult  from  that  plan,  will  be 
derived  from  the  manner  in  which  the  vifit  is  conducted. 
In  faff,  the  reading  of  the  remarks  made  on  the  preced¬ 
ing  day  ;  the  examination  of  the  patient ;  the  defcription 
of  the  principal  fymptoms  which  determine  the  nature  of. 
the  difeafe,  which  fiiall  be  written  in  the  report-book, 
under  the  direction  of  the  phyfician  ;  and  the  preferip- 
tions  which  are  ordered,  will  have  already  formed  a  fhort 
ledlure  at  the  bed-fide  of  each  patient.  The  inconveni¬ 
ence  of  a  longer  ledlure,  both  to  the  patient  who  forms 
the  fubjedl  of  it,  and  to  the  fervice  of  the  hofpital,  which 
would  thereby  be  retarded,  are  very  obvious. 
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circura  (lances  which  {hall  appear  to  him  the 
mod  favourable  to  the  indru&ion  of  pupils. 

That 

1 7  The  necefiity  there  is,  that  the  profeffor  fhould 
alfo  be  the  phyfician  of  the  hofpital,  will  here  be  particu¬ 
larly  undeiflcod.  It  is  the  only  means  to  give  him  the 
power  of  choofing  according  to  his  dilpofition,  and  of 
changing,  when  he  pleafes,  the  fubjedts  of  his  ledtures, 
without  occafioning  any  confufion  in  the  hofpital.  In 
the  beginning  of  the  courfe,  while  his  pupils  have  not 
yet  much  experience,  he  will  undoubtedly  feldom  fet  a- 
fide  incipient  difeafes,  till  they  have  arrived  at  their  laft 
ftage  :  but  it  will  be  afterwards  fometimes  ufeful  to  vary 
the  views,  in  order  to  multiply  the  fubjedU  of  inftruc- 
tion,  and  to  exhibit  to  the  pupils,  fometimes  difeafes  fi¬ 
milar  in  their  nature,  but  different  in  their  feats  ;  fome¬ 
times  thofe  fimilar  in  their  feats,  but  different  in  their 
nature  ;  and  fometimes  difeafes  fimilar  in  all  refpeils,  but 
varied  by  different  habits  of  body,  ages,  profeffions,  and 
accidental  caufes  ;  by  which  means,  the  diagnofis  will  be 
difplayed  in  its  full  extent,  and  in  a  perfedt  manner. 
He  ought  alfo  to  endeavour  to  improve  his  pupils,  by 
comparing  difeafes,  fimilar  in  their  nature,  but  different 
in  their  degrees  and  accidental  fymptoms  ;  and  by  exhi¬ 
biting  fimilar  accidents  fupervening  difeafes  of  a  different 
nature,  and  affording  a  prognofis  correfponding  to  the 
circumftances  under  which  they  occur.  He  fhould  al¬ 
fo  endeavour  to  fhew  the  different  effedts  of  the  fame 
caufes  on  different  perfons,  by  choofing  illuflrations,  par¬ 
ticularly  from  the  ward^  appropriated  to  art i fans.  He 

could 
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That  lecture  may  be  regulated  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner: 

The 

could  not  accomplifh  all  this,  if  he  had  not  the  complete 
management  of  the  hofpital.  If  he  propofe  to  exhibit 
conhantly  to  his  pupils,  the  difeafes  of  the  newly  admit¬ 
ted  patients,  and  to  teach  them  to  diftinguifli,  in  the  du¬ 
bious  fymptoms  of  an  incipient  difeafe,  the  character 
which  it  will  afterwards  affume  :  if  he  wifh  to  make  • 
them  obferve  the  exertions  of  nature  in  thofe  cafes  where 
Ihe  may  fafely  be  trufted  ;  to  calculate  the  time  which 
will  be  required  to  make  them  value  her  efforts  ;  to 
teach  them,  bv  that,  to  diflinguifh  in  other  difeafes  what 
flie  can  do  by  herfelf,  and  what  can  be  expected  from 
the  interference  of  the  means  of  art  ;  if  it  be  neceffary,  to 
take  proper  opportunities  to  fhew  them  an  uncommon 
difeafe ;  in  fliort,  when  the  pupils  are  fomewhat  ad¬ 
vanced  in  inftrudtion,  if  the  profeffor  wifh  to  fubmit  to 
their  obfervation,  difeafes  which  require  long  continued 
and  complicated  modes  of  treatment,  for  which  all  the 
efforts  of  art  mull  be  exerted,  or  on  which  he  defigns  to 
make  forne  particular  trials  of  medicines,  he  could  not 
accomplifh  his  views,  if  he  had  only  a  fmall  ward  con? 
taining  a  few  beds,  into  which  he  fhould  be  obliged  to 
tranfport  his  patients  on  whom  he  would  wifh  to  ledture. 

But  if,  for  all  thefe  purpofes,  it  be  neceffaiy  that  he 
fhould  have  the  difpofal  of  the  whole,  or  a  great  part  of 
a  large  hofpital :  if  he  make  it  a  rule  to  exhibit,  from 
time  to  time,  to  his  pupils,  the  general  hate  of  the  hof¬ 
pital, 
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The  le&ure  {hall  commence  by  the  hiflory 
of  the  patients  announced  as  the  fubjefts  of  the 
le&ure,  which  {hall  be  read  by  the  pupil  in¬ 
truded  with  the  charge  of  the  regiders. 

After  that,  the  profedor  {hall  begin  and 
make  what  remarks  he  {hall  judge  proper. 

When  the  difeafes  {hall  have  terminated, 
either  in  a  cure,  or  in  death,  the  complete 
hidory  of  the  difeafe  {hall  be  read  by  the  pu¬ 
pil  who  {hall  have  charge  of  the  cafe-book. 
In  the  event  of  termination  in  death,  the  ap¬ 
pearances  on  dide&ion  {hall  be  detailed,  and 
compared  with  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe. 

The  profedor  fhall  make  his  obfervations  oh 
thefe  cafes,  and  fhall  frequently  introduce  the 
hi  dory  of  fimilar  cafes  extra&ed  from  the  bed 
medical  works. 

If  he  diould  think  it  proper  to  indruft  his 
pupils  by  familiar  means,  he  may  appoint 
them  fucceffively,  and  by  turns,  to  collect  the 

hidory 

pital,  that  is  to  fay,  the  {late  of  the  difeafes  which  occur 
there  ;  to  make  them  compare  this  with  the  ftate  of  the 
meteorological  obfervations ;  and  to  fhew  them  conftantly, 
in  the  prevailing  difeafes,  the  connection  of  the  diforders 
with  the  (late  of  the  weather  ;  it  becomes  more  particu¬ 
larly  neceflary  that  he  Ihould  have  the  full  command  of 
the  whole. 
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hiftory  and  treatment  of  a  certain  number  of 
patients,  and  may  queftion  them  on  their 
cafes.  18  He  will  thus  teach  them  to  obferve 
and  to  judge,  by  the  mod  unerring  and  in- 
flru&ive  method. 

The  profelTor  fhall  alfo  have  the  liberty  of 
choofing  the  plan  on  which  the  le&ures  of  the 
complete  courfe  of  the  Pra&ice  of  Medicine 
fhall  be  conduced.  l9 

That 

1  8  This  mode  of  familiar  inftruftion,  will  appear 
particularly  well  adapted  to  the  pupils  of  the  clinical 
fchools  of  the  departments,  who  will  be  fent  to  finifh  the 
courfe  of  their  ftudies  in  the  hofpitals  annexed  to  the 
medical  colleges. 

1  9  Whatever  method  he  may  adopt,  it  is  to  be  wifh- 
ed  that  he  fhall  make  the  pupils  acquainted  with  the 
principal  works  of  the  practitioners,  both  of  thofe  who 
have  written  on  particular  claffes  of  difeafes,  and  of  thofe 
who  have  deferibed  the  difeafes  of  a  fingle  organ,  or 
function,  or  of  one  clafs  of  people. 

Such  are,  the  principal  workson  the  Scurvy,  on  Dyfentery, 
on  Intermittent  andSlow  Nervous  fevers  ;  thofe  of  Bianchi 
and  Morton  on  the  difeafes  of  the  Liver,  and  on  Phthifis  ; 
and  thofe  of  the  phyficians  who  have  written  on  the  difeafes 
of  the  Army,  Navy,  and  of  Prifons.  This  method,  more 
confident  with  the  courfe  of  clinical  inftrudlion,  than 
that  of  nofologifls,  ought  not,  neverthelefs,  to  prevent 

the 
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That  courfe  (hall,  like  the  clinical  one,  be 
divided  into  tv/ o  parts ;  one  of  which,  appro¬ 
priated  to  Acute  difeafes,  {hall  occupy  the  {pace 
of  the  firfl  year  ;  while  the  other,  comprehend¬ 
ing  Chronic  difeafes,  {hall  be  referved  for  the 
fecond  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  Vernal  feilion  in  the 
month  of  Auguft,  and  at  that  of  the  Autum¬ 
nal  one  in  the  month  of  January,  that  is, 
when  the  regifters  of  cafes  {hall  be  clofed,  the 
profeiTor,  in  his  clinical  courfe,  {hall  give  one 
or  two  le&ures  on  the  prevailing  difeafes  of 
the  preceding  feafon. 

At  the  fame  time,  he  may  dedicate  fome  of 
the  le&ures  of  the  complete  courfe,  for  the 

purpofe 

the  profeiTor  from  pointing  out  the  heft  works  on  that 
latter  fubjecft,  however  far  removed  from  perfection  they 
may  be  ;  and,  in  treating  of  each  difeafe,  he  ought  to 
affign  its  proper  place  in  the  fyftem  of  Nofology. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  make  the  leCture  of  the  com¬ 
plete  courfe  correfpond  always  with  the  clinical  lec¬ 
ture  ;  but  the  profeiTor  fhould  take  care,  when  an  occafiou 
offers,  to  refer  to  the  obfervations  made  in  the  hofpital 
at  the  bedfide  of  the  patient.  Thus,  the  comparifon  of 
fa<ffs  which  the  pupils  fhall  have  witneffed,  will  render 
them  more  fenfible  to  the  hiftory  of  analagous  difeafes, 
of  which  the  hofpital  fhall  not  have  afforded  any  ex¬ 
amples. 
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purpofe  of  exhibiting  to  the  pupils,  a  view  of 
the  Epidemic  difeafes  of  different  feafons,  bed 
defcribed  by  ancient  and  modern  authors ;  and 
he  will  undoubtedly  pay  more  particular  at¬ 
tention  to  thofe  which  fhall  be  mod  analogous 
to  the  prevailing  difeafes  of  the  feafon  under 
confideration.  He  fhould  alfo  make  fome  ob- 
fervatlons  on  Epidemics  in  general. 

Both  thefe  courfes  fhall  commence  in  the 
month  of  March,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Vernal  feafon;  and  at  the  end  of  the  Autum¬ 
nal  one,  both  fhall  be  concluded  by  a  nofolo- 
gical  recapitulation  of  what  fhall  have  been  ex¬ 
hibited  to  the  pupils  during  the  courfe  of  the 
year.  That  recapitulation  fhall  be  made  du¬ 
ring  the  interval  between  January  and  March ; 
and  the  remainder  of  the  time  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  the  vacation. 

§  Ii.  Of  the  Mode  of  Leaching  Clinical  Surgery. 

-v 

The  mode  of  teaching  Clinical  Surgery, 
fhould  be  founded  on  the  fame  principles  as 
that  of  Clinical  Medicine.  But  it  requires  an 
additional  exertion,  that  of  the  hands. 


As 


5  702. 


COMMENTARIES . 


33T 


As  the  teaching  of  Surgery  cannot  be  properly 
feparated  from  that  of  Medicine,  and  as  it  is 
defigned  for  all  the  ftudents,  although  under¬ 
taken  by  a  particular  profdfor,  care  mull  be 
taken  to  arrange  the  hours  of  vifiting  and 
le&uring,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  fhall 
not  interfere  with  thofe  of  the  profeffor  of 
Clinical  Medicine  of  the  fame  hofpital. 

In  teaching  Clinical  Surgery,  feveral  diflin& 
fubje&s  mud  be  attended  to.  iy?,  The  inter¬ 
nal  treatment  of  Chirurgical  difeafes.  2d,  The 
method  of  dreffing  Sores,  and  of  applying  Ban¬ 
dages.  3 d,  The  auxiliary  or  fubordinate 
Chirurgical  operations.  4 tb,  The  Important 
operations.  And,  $th,  The  Delivery  of  Preg¬ 
nant  Women. 

Clinical  Surgery,  like  Clinical  Medicine, 
(hall  be  taught  in  two  ways ;  in  a  Clinical 
courfe,  and  in  a  regular  Complete  courfe, 
(de  Morbis  Chirurgicis). 

There  {hall  alfo  be  particular  inflitutions 
for  thofe  fubje&s  which  require  the  ufe  of  the 

f  _ 

hand. 

The  Clinical  courfe  of  Surgery,  fhall  relate 
principally  to  the  internal  treatment  of  Chi- 

rurgica! 
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rurgical  cafes,  to  the  Important  operations, 
and  to  Midwifery. 

The  mode  of  teaching  the  internal  treat¬ 
ment  of  Chirurgical  difeafcs, 20  in  the  Clinical 
courfe,  fhall  be  conduced  in  the  fame  manner 
as  has  been  pointed  out  for  teaching  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  internal  difeafes. 

The  important  operations  fliall  be  perform¬ 
ed  in  prefence  of  the  pupils,  either  in  the 
wards  of  the  hofpital,  or  in  the  amphitheatre 
appropriated  to  that  purpofe.. 

Some 

30  It  is  to  be  wiffied  that  all  the  pupils,  even  thofe 
who  mean  to  dedicate  themfelves  folely  to  the  treatment 
of  internal  difeafes,  {hould  begin,  in  the  Chirurgical  clafs> 
their  Clinical  lludies  ;  they  will  there  fee  the  fame  fym- 
ptoms  as  in  internal  difeafes,  originating  however  from 
different  caufcs. 

It  is  equally  neceffary,  that  the  fame  ftudents  dedicate 
a  part  of  their  attention  to  the  theory  and  practice  of 
dreffing  fores,  to  the  application  of  bandages,  and  to  the 
auxiliary  operations.  It  will  not  be  difficult  to  demon- 
Urate  the  advantages  of  thefe  acquifitions  to  thofe  who 
have  obferved  of  how  much  importance  it  is,  in  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  healing  art,  to  feize  the  favourable  moment  of 
performing  thefe  operations,  and  how  often  the  abfence  of 
a  furgeon  has  prevented  this  from  being  done* 
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Some  of  the  operations  which  form  the  fub- 
je&s  of  this  courfe  of  inflrudtion,  may  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  be  performed  otl  certain  days,  of 
even  at  certain  feafons. 

For  thefe,  the  fame  regulation  may  be  made 
which  M.  Default  has  adopted  in  the  Hotel 
Dieu  of  Paris,  which  is,  to  allot  for  them  cer¬ 
tain  days  of  the  week.  On  the  preceding 
day,  the  profeffor  (hall  explain,  in  a  few  words* 
the  principles  of  the  operation,  to  the  pupils 
affembled  for  that  purpofe  in  the  amphi¬ 
theatre  ;  he  (hall  perform  it  before  them  on 
the  dead  fubjeft,  and  (hall  demonftrate  to 
them  the  parts  through  which  he  (hall  have 
cut. 

After  the  operation,  he  (hall  detail  the  dif¬ 
ferent  periods  and  caufes  for  performing  it* 
with  the  difficulties  which  may  occur  in  oper¬ 
ating,  by  explaining  the  reafons  for  all  his 
Heps  in  the  operation. 

The  operations  which  cannot  be  delayed, 
and  for  which,  confequetitly,  no  particular 
day  can  be  fixed,  (hall  be  performed  alfo  in 
prefence  of  the  pupils,  either  in  the  amphi¬ 
theatre,  or  in  the  wards,  when  it  cannot  be 
avoided. 

Vol.  VII.  Dec.  II.  Y 
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With  refpeft  to  the  Pra&ice  of  Midwifery* 
the  profeffor  ffiall  deliver  women  in  prefence 
of  the  pupils  likewife  ;  and,  immediately  after 
the  delivery,  or  at  any  convenient  hour,  he 
ffiall  explain  the  circumdances  of  the  opera¬ 
tion,  and  the  difficulties  which  may  have  oc¬ 
curred,  either  on  the  part  of  the  mother,  or 
child. 

He  {hall  take  care  to  teach  his  pupils  the 
progrefs  of  gedation,  by  fubmitting  to  their 
examination  pregnant  women,  at  all  the  dif¬ 
ferent  periods  of  pregnancy,  whom  he  ffiall 
collect  for  that  purpofe. 

As  to  the  dreffing  of  fores,  the  application 
of  bandages,  and  the  auxiliary  operations, 
the  pupils  will  eafily  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
the  mode  of  performing  them,  under  the  di- 
re&ion  of  the  principal  pupil  of  the  hofpital. 
He  fliall  fird  exercife  them  in  the  pra&ice  of 
thefe  on  the  dead  fubjeft  ;  and  then  he  ffiall 
make  them  perform  under  his  eyes,  fird  the 
dreffing  of  fores,  next  the  application  of  ban¬ 
dages,  and  afterwards  that  of  the  cautery, 
fetons,  and  binders;  and  then  the  opening 
of  abfceffes,  and  the  different  modes  of  bleed¬ 
ing. 


The 
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The  leftures  of  the  complete  courfe  of  Chi* 
rurgical  difeafes  and  operations,  fTiall  be  deli¬ 
vered,  either  after  the  bufmefs  of  the  morning, 
or  in  the  afternoon. 

The  profelTor  (hall  explain  the  principles  on 
which  the  treatment  of  Chirujgical  difeafes, 
both  before  and  after  the  feveral  operations, 
fliould  be  conduced  j  and  he  {hall  point  out  to 
the  pupils  the  belt  works  on  that  fubjeft.  He 
{hall  exhibit  the  different  methods  of  operat¬ 
ing  ;  he  (hall  perform  the  operations  himfelf 
on  the  dead  fubjeff  ;  and  he  {hall  afcertain,  as 
far  as  anatomy  and  experience  can  enable  him 
to  do,  what  methods  are  preferable. 

He  {hall  purfue  the  fame  plan  with  refpeft 
to  Midwifery.  At  the  end  of  each  lecture, 
the  pupils  {hall  exercife  themfelves  in  the 
pra&ice  of  all  the  different  operations  on  the 
dead  fubjeft,  under  his  eyes,  and  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  one  of  the  principal  affiflants,  who 
{hall  be  entrufled  with  that  charge. 

The  Elementary  courfe  of  Surgery  may  be 
undoubtedly  fi nilhed  within  the  fpace  of  one 
year.  But  as  every  one  who  attaches  himfelf 
to  the  practice  of  furgery  lhould  necdfarily 
poflefs  great  dexterity  ;  and,  as  this  can  only 
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be  acquired  by  much  pra&ice,  it  is  incumbent 
on  the  pupils,  after  the  firft  courfe,  (till  to  re¬ 
main  in  the  hofpital,  for  one  or  more  years, 
to  perteft  themfelves  by  ferving  as  afftftants. 

The  profeffor  fhall  employ,  for  the  care  of 
the  patients,  thofe  ftudents  who  have  attended 
a  complete  courfe,  in  preference  to  others. 

The  chief  furgeon  will  be  able,  after  the 
fecond  year,  to  judge  of  the  abilities  of  each 
pupil,  and  to  afcertain  the  nature  of  the  du¬ 
ties  in  the  hofpital  with  which  he  may  be  en« 
trufted. 

In  this  manner,  the  hofpitals  will  afford  to 
the  pupils  every  opportunity  of  inftru&ion  in 
the  pra&ice,  both  of  medicine  and  forgery, 

which  the  fchool  of  nature  can  furnifh ;  and 

%  *  < 

therefore  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  the  young 
medical  pra&itioners,  even  after  having  palled 
their  trials,  will  ftill  continue  to  attend  them, 
in  order  to  improve  themfelves,  more  and  more, 
in  the  pra&ice  of  their  profeffion.  31 

The 

1  x  Some  have  wiflied,  that  each  pra&iiing  phyficiait 

% 

ihculd  be  accompanied  in  his  vifits  by  a  young  phyfician, 
■whom  he  (hall  undertake  to  inftru£t.  But,  befidea  that 
feveral  phyficians  would  refufe  to  fubmit  to  fo  much 
trouble,  the  greateft  number  of  patients  would  not  con- 
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The  provinces,  the  fleets,  and  the  armies, 
will  be  furnifhed,  from  thefe  inflitutions.  with 
phyfcians  of  abilities,  who  will  be  pointed  oUt 
by  the  teflimony  of  their  preceptors,  and  the 

efteem  of  their  fellow  fludents. 

/ 

CHAP.  V. 

Of  the  Duties  of  Phyficians  in  attending  the 
HofpitaJs  for  the  Poor,  or  the  Workhoufes , 
and  the  Prisons. 

w 

These  eflabliflitnents  ought  to  be  provid¬ 
ed  with  every  poflible  afilftance  refpe&ing 
health.  Humanity,  as  well  as  public  fafety, 
requires  it.  Imprifonment  fliould  extend  no 
farther  than  the  lofs  of  liberty.  Every  thing 
more  than  the  neceflary  precautions  for  fecur- 
ing  the  perfon  of  the  prifoner,  is  a  violation 
of  the  rights  of  man.  In  the  workhoufes  and 
prifons,  therefore,  every  individual  ought  to 

Y  3  ;  *  be 

fent  to  admit  perfons  with  whom  they  would  be  unac¬ 
quainted,  and  who  confequently  could  not  have  acquired 
their  confidence.  This  mode  of  inftruftion,  cannot 
therefore  become  general.  The  mode  of  ftudy  which 
may  be  purfued  in  the  Clinical  fchools,  will  compenfate 
for  this  in  the  moll  efFe<ftual  maimer. 
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be  properly  attended  during  this  difeafe.  It 

is  well  known,  that  from  inattention  to  clean- 

»  v  * 

linefs,  and  proper  care,  and  from  many  per- 
fons  being  crowded  together,  or  from  the 
improper  treatment  of  the  Tick,  prifons  and 
charity  workhoufes  have  often  become  the 
fource  of  the  mod  dangerous  and  o’odinate 
epidemics.  In  England,  thefe  tatai  effects  have 
been  particularly  felt ;  there,  the  mod  contagi¬ 
ous  difeales  have  been  communicated  from  the 
prifons  to  the  fleets,  in  confequence  of  the  im- 
prefs  fervice;  from  the  bridewells  to  the  armies, 
by  means  of  recruits;  to  the  country  and  villa¬ 
ges,  by  the  county  feflions ;  and  to  the  colonies, 
by  the  tranfporiation  of  criminals. 

The  precautions  refpe&ing  the  public  falu- 
brity,  ought  therefore,  in  fuch  places,  to  be 
particularly  attended  to.  . 

The  phyficians  (hall  be  obliged  to  make 
out,  twice  or  thrice  a  week,  a  lid  of  the  pa¬ 
tients  in  the  prifons  and  charity  workhoufes, 
and  a  date  of  the  tick  wards  which  may  be 
edablifhed  in  them. 

It  is  probable,  that  each  department  will 
have  an  hofpital  for  the  reception  of  beggars, 
or  rather  a  workhoufe ;  for  the  name  of  hof¬ 
pital 
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pital  for  beggars,  which  (ligmatizes  always  in 
the  public  opinion  the  perfons  lodged  in  it, 
ought  to  be  fuppreffed.  Thefe  workhoufes 
wall  depend  on  the  directories  of  the  depart- 

7  K  .  '  * '  ■  •  \ 

ments. 

With  refpeft  to  prifons,  it  is  not  yet  fettled 
to  what  department  of  adminiftration  they  {hall 
belong.  But  they  will  certainly  be  under  the 
fuperintendence  of  the  municipality. 

One  of  the  mod  elfential  ohje&s  of  regard 
is,  to  provide  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  places 
properly  with  linen,  without  which  there  can 
be  no  cleanlinefs. 

The  ufe  of  wTine  is  equally  indifpen fable,  in 
order  to  prevent  putrid  fevers,  and  the  effe&s 
of  bad  air. 

There  ought  alfo  to  be  in  fuch  houfes, 
large  halls  for  the  reception  of  the  prifoners 
during  the  day,  in  order  that  the  bed  rooms 
may  be  kept  clean,  and  expofed  to  the  air  in 
the  day  time. 

Laftly,  The  phyficians  who  {hall  have  the 
charge  of  attending  thefe  eftablifhmerits,  (hall, 
like  thofe  of  the  hofpitals,  keep  two  regifters, 
one  of  which  {hall  contain  medical  obferva- 
tions,  which  they  {hall  communicate  to  the  ad- 
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miniftrative  bodies ;  and  the  refult  of  which, 
at  leaft,  {hall  be  fent  to  the  Medical  Acade¬ 
my,  appointed  to  correfpond  with  the  practi¬ 
tioners  on  every  thing  which  regards  the 
health  of  the  people,  and  the;  improvement  of 
medicine. 


PART  THIRD. 

Of  the  Medical  Police ,  or  Regulations  refpeff - 

ing  the  Practice  of  Medicine. 

__  \ 

CHAP.  U 

Of  the  PraBice  of  Medicine,  and  of  the  Mode 
by  which  the  Duties  refpeBing  public  Salu¬ 
brity,  floall  be  adjudged  to  Phyficians. 

As  every  perfon  ought  to  be  at  full  liberty 
to  trufl  whom  he  choofes,  fo  every  one  fhould 
be  allowed  to  confult  whom  he  pleafes  refpe&- 
ing  his  health,  in  the  fame  manner  as  with  re¬ 
gard  to  every  other  neceflary  in  life.  It  will 
be  fufficient,  if  the  law  precludes  any  body  from 
affuming  the  title  of  Phyfician,  who  has  not  re¬ 
ceived  it  from  that  power  to  whom  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  confirming  degrees  {hall  be  entruiled. 

In 
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In  future,  all  thofe  whom  the  five  Medical 
Colleges  fhall  have  pronounced  qualified,  fhall 
be  permitted  to  praffrife,  and  teach  Medicine 
and  Surgery,  throughout  the  whole  extent  of 
the  empire. 

The  apothecaries  and  midwives,  legally  paf- 
fed,  (hall  alfo  be  allowed  to  pra&ife  through¬ 
out  the  whole  kingdom. 

In  order  to  be  permitted  to  pra&ife  in  a 
municipality,  it  will  only  be  neceflary  for  the 
pra&itioner  to  fubmit  to  the  examination  of 
the  municipal  body,  the  certificates  of  his 
trials.  That  body,  after  having  found  them  ge¬ 
nuine,  fhall  caufe  the  name  of  the  pra&itioner 
to  be  added  to  the  lift  of  phyficians  of  the 
place,  who  (hall  be  informed  of  this  by  letter. 

From  that  date,  the  newly  received  phyfi- 
cian  (hall  be  eligible  to  all  the  offices  which 
can  be  conferred  on  the  practitioners  of  the 
place  which  he  inhabits. 

There  fhall  be  no  ufelefs  ceremony  of  a- 
doption  into  any  one  of  the  colleges  of  medi¬ 
cine,  becaufe  thefe  colleges  fhall  have  nojurif- 
diftion  over  any  of  the  phyficians,  who  fhall 
be  all  equal  in  rank. 
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The  phyficians,  furgeons,  and  apothecaries, 
{hall  no  longer  conflitute  corporations,  as  each 
ought  to  pra&ife  his  own  particular  profeflion, 
under  the  foie  prote&ion  of  the  law. 

Thefe  pra£htioners  lhall  merely  be  requeu¬ 
ed  to  meet  together  as  often  as  poffible,  to 
converfe  on  every  thing  which  regards  the 
improvement  of  their  profeilion. 

In  the  chief  cities  of  the  departments,  they 
{hall  form  a  council  of  health ;  the  meetings 
of  which  may  be  attended  by  every  medical 
pra&itioner  refiding  in  the  cantons  of  the  ju- 
rifdiclion,  without  any  of  them  being  obliged 
to  be  prefent  on  dated  days. 

The  medical  pra&itioners  diall  affemble, 
whenever  they  are  defired  by  the  adminiftra- 
tive  bodies,  to  deliberate  on  public  affairs,  or 
to  make  different  elections,  as  fhall  be  after¬ 
wards  mentioned. 

The  judges  of  the  competitions  for  medical 
profefTorfhips,  the  phyficians  who  ought  to  be 
members  of  the  committee  of  public  inftruc- 
tion,  already  defcribed  under  the  name  of  Cen- 
fcrs  of  the  colleges,  and  the  phyficians  and  fur¬ 
geons  of  the  liofpitals,  diall  be  chofen  by  an 
de&oral  body,  formed  partly  of  a  certain 

number 
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number  of  ele&ors  of  the  departments,  and 
partly  of  phyficians ;  the  proportion  of  whom, 
(ha;1  be  fixed  by  the  National  Affembly. 

For  this  purpofe,  all  the  phyficians,  either 
of  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  college,  or  of  the  de¬ 
partment,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  fub- 
je&s  in  queftion,  fhall  be  requeued  to  convene, 
on  a  dated  day,  to  nominate  from  among  them- 
felves,  a  fudlcient  number  of  electors.  1 

The  practitioners  who  (hall  hold  any  office 
which  refpeCts  the  public  falubrity,  (except 
thofe  of  the  hofpitals),  in  the  municipality, 
cantons,  diflriCts,  and  departments,  fhall  be 
nominated  by  ballot,  by  the  different  admini- 
flrative  bodies.  The  fame  regulation  fhall 
be  obferved,  in  the  election  of  thofe  phyficians 
who  fhall  be  appointed  to  infpeft  the  apothe¬ 
caries  (hops,  and  the  whoiefale  warehoufes  of 
drugs ;  of  thofe  who  (hall  be  entrufled  with 
the  care  of  the  poor,  and  the  treatment  of 

popular 

*  If  it  regard  the  eledhon  of  the  judges  of  a  compe¬ 
tition,  all  the  phyficians  of  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  college, 
(hall  be  convened.  If  it  refpeCt  the  choice  of  cenfors, 
©r  of  phyficians  for  hofpitals,  the  practitioners  of  the 
department  alone,  fhall  he  affembled.  No  one  fhall  be 
forced  to  attend  thefe  meetings. 
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popular  and  epidemic  difeafes ;  and  of  the 
midwives  of  the  cantons. 

The  members  of  the  courts  of  juftice,  fhall 
alfo  name,  by  ballot,  thofe  pra&itioners  who 
fhall  be  appointed  to  make  reports  to  them  on 
judicial  cafes,  and  who  fhall  be  entrufted,  as 
coroners,  with  the  duties  of  medical  jurifpru- 
dence. 

The  reafons  which  render  it  proper,  that 
the  phyficians  and  furgeons  of  the  hofpitals 
fhould  be  chofen  by  an  electoral  body,  compof- 
ed  of  a  certain  number  of  ele&ors  of  the  de¬ 
partment,  and  of  a  certain  number  of  phyfi¬ 
cians,  are  the  following : 

From  principles  of  humanity,  and  for  the 
purpofe  of  accelerating  the  improvement  of 
the  medical  art,  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary,  that 
the  bed  informed  phyficians  and  furgeons 
fhould  have  the  charge  of  hofpitals.  It  is  in 
thefe,  in  fa<d,  that  a  phyfician  can  employ 
himfelf  mod  fuccefsfully,  in  making  obferva- 
tions.  In  the  fourth  chapter  of  the  fecond 
part,  a  mode  of  inftru&ion  for  all  the  hofpitals, 
has  been  pointed  out ;  by  means  of  which,  e- 
very  difeafe  will  be  defcribed,  every  cafe  will 
be  cohered,  and  the  influence  of  every  feafon 

will 
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will  be  obferved.  It  is  obvious,  that  all  thefe 
propofed  regulations  will  be  ufelefs,  if  the  of¬ 
fices  of  phyfician  or  furgeon  to  the  hofpital,  be 
poffeffed,  not  only  by  men  of  a  fuperficial  e- 
ducation,  or  of  indifferent  abilities,  but  alfo, 
even  by  thofe  who  have  merely  an  ordinary 
degree  of  knowledge. 

it  has  been  thought  neceifary  to  propofe 
remitting  the  power  of  ele&ing  thefe  pra&i- 
tioners,  to  an  ele&oral  body,  partly  compofed 
of  phyficians,  in  order  to  avoid  thofe  inconve¬ 
niences  which  fo  often  originated  from  the 
improper  choice  of  the  managers  of  h-ofpitals, 
according  to  the  former  fyftem  of  government, 
and  which  are  to  be  very  much  dreaded. 

Some  members  of  the  fociety  have  wifhed* 
perhaps  properly,  that  the  ele&ion  of  phyfici* 
ans  of  the  hofpitals,  fhould  be  made  by  means 
of  a  competition  on  the  pra£lice  of  medicine,  1 
fomewhat  refembling  that  which  has  been  pro¬ 
pofed  for  the  trial  of  (Indents.  a  It  mufl  in¬ 
deed 

*  This  cuftom  is  at  prefent  adopted,  with  refpedt  to 
the  (urgeons  who  acquire  fubordinate  offices  in  the  hof¬ 
pitals.  Why  is  it  not  alfo  obferved,  in  regard  to  the 
phyficians  and  furgeons  themfelves  ? 

1  On  this  occafion,  a  competition  merely  practical;, 
is  alone  meant,  fuch  as  the  third  examination  of  the  ftu- 

dents  j 
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deed  be  allowed,  that,  to  afk.  a  phylician  of 
charaXer,  to  fubmit  to  an  examination,  as  if 
his  experience  were  doubted,  would  have  the 
air  of  calling  in  queftion,  what  the  public  o- 
pinion  has  already  decided  ;  but  it  mud  alfo 
be  allowed,  that  fome  of  the  praXitioners,  in 
fuch  fituations,  who  have  numerous  patrons, 
and  who  polTefs  the  good  willies  of  refpeXable 
people,  would  either  refufe  to  fubmit  to  fuch 
competitions,  or  would  fail,  if  they  Ihouid  for¬ 
get  themfelves  fo  far  as  to  run  the  rifk  of  the 
trial.  It  cannot,  therefore,  appear  altonifhing, 
that  fo  much  anxiety  is  entertained,  and  fo 
many  precautions  required,  in  the  arrange¬ 
ment  of  a  choice,  which  is  almoft  always  found 
to  depend,  even  where  the  moll  honourable 
people  are  concerned,  on  a  great  number  of 
circumitances  foreign  to  merit,  and  which  is 
mod  frequently  determined  by  prejudice,  en- 
thufiafm,  a  combination  of  connexions,  or  the 
miftaken  zeal  of  friends. 

CHAP. 


dents  ;  and  which  fhould  be  made  in  the  clinical  fchool ; 
as  has  been  fully  explained,  §  VII.  feX.  i.  chap.  2. 
part  1. 
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CHAP.  II. 

Of  the  Court  Phyficians . 

If  all  the  phyficians  and  furgeons,  whofe 
names  are  inferted  in  the  court  lifts,  had  been 
only,  on  a  fmgle  occafion,  called  together,  to 
perform  in  concert  their  duties,  fuch  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  perfons,  unknown  to  each  other,  and 
equally  unknown  to  the  princes,  would  have 
appeared  fo  incongruous,  that  a  reform  would 
have  been  fpontaneoufty  made.  The  greateft; 
number  of  fuch  phyficians  and  furgeons,  have 
only  purchafed  the  privileges  which  they  en¬ 
joy,  for  the  purpofe  of  fkreening  themfelves 
from  the  examination  to  which  they  muff  have 
other  wife  fubmitted,  before  they  could  have 
been  allowed  to  pra&ife  in  great  cities. 

But  now,  the  expence  of  thefe  offices  fliali 
be  repaid  ;  and,  from  this  date,  the  princes 
will  truft  thofe  who  fhall  have  infpired  them 
with  the  moft  confidence,  either  by  their  fuc- 
cefs  in  pra&ice,  or  by  their  writings. 

It  will  be  ufeful,  that  the  fame  phyficians 
fhall  attend  the  princes  and  their  houfehold, 
who  may  have  charge  of  the  ordinary  hofpt- 
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tals ;  and  that  they  fhall  alfo  continue  the 
public  pra&ice  of  their  profeffion.  By  this 
means,  they  will  retain  the  knowledge  which 
they  have  acquired,  and  they  will  gain  addi¬ 
tional  information ;  and  hence,  render  them- 
felves  more  worthy  of  the  confidence  of  the 
prince. 

Van  Swieten  anfwered  all  the  confutations 
which  were  fent  him  from  abroad ;  he,  for 
a  long  time,  vifited  all  the  patients  who  re¬ 
quired  his  attendance  ;  and  he  was,  at  the  fame 
time,  phyfician  to  the  whole  imperial  family  at 
Vienna. 


CHAP.  III. 

* 

Of  Medical  fur  if  prudence. 

The  obfervations  on  the  manner  of  draw* 
ing  up  reports  on  judicial  queflions,  and  on 
the  duties  of  a  fworn  phyfician  or  furgeon, 
written  by  Pare,  Guillemeau,  Severin-Pineau, 
Deveaux,  & c.  require  no  recapitulation  on  this 
occafion.  It  is  only  neceffary  to  point  out 
fome  circumftances  in  medical  jurifprudence, 
which  ought  to  be  reformed.  In  thefe  details, 

the 
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the  judicious  views  which  M.  Cbauflier,  an 
able  furgeon  at  Dijon,  has  exhibited  in  his  Ob- 
fervations  chirurgo-legales,  will  be  chiefly  pur- 
fued,  as  they  have  been  deemed  proper  to  be 
adopted. 

It  is  to  be  particularly  recollected  here,  that 
medical  and  chirurgical  jurifprudence  are  in¬ 
cluded  among  thofe  branches  of  the  healing 
art,  which  ought  to  be  taught  in  the  medical 
colleges,  and  in  the  practical  fchools  of  the 
departments. 

It  muA  alfo  be  remembered,  that,  in  the 
ArA  chapter  of  this  third  part,  it  has  been  de¬ 
termined,  that  the  phyficians  *  to  whom  the 
exercife  of  medical  jurifprudence  is  entruAed, 
lhall  be  chofen  by  ballot,  by  the  members  of 
the  courts  of  juAice,  which  is  better  than  to 
leave  that  choice  to  a  Angle  judge.  1 

Vol.VII.Dec.IL  Z  Thefe 
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#  There  is  no  expreffion  in  Englifh,  fimilar  to  “  Me- 
decins  de  Barreau  and  hence  the  tranflator  has  been, 
obliged  to  ufe  conliderable  circumlocution  on  this  occa- 
lion. 

*  Thefe  places  were  formerly  bought,  and  were  rare¬ 
ly  poifeffed  by  the  bell  informed  perfons  of  the  profeffionl 
The  offices  of  fworn  phyfician  and  furgeon,  ought  there 
fpte  to  be  fuppreffed. 
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Thefe  two  points  being  fettled,  the  follow¬ 
ing  obfervations  relate  to  the  manner  in  which 
judicial  reports  fhould  be  drawn  out ;  on  the 
neceffity  of  not  trufling  that  duty  to  a  fingle 
perfon  ;  and  on  feme  other  precautions,  which 
it  is  not  lefs  requifite  to  adopt. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  diflinguifh  the  truth  a- 
midfl:  the  numerous  falfehoods  and  exaggera¬ 
tions  with  which  the  accounts  of  thofe  broils 
and  accidents,  for  which  coroners  are  called 
in,  are  commonly  charged.  This  forms  one 
obftacle  to  the  faithful  performance  of  this  duty. 

It  is  often  no  lefs  difficult  to  determine, 
whether  there  be  any  connexion  between  what 
preceded  thefe  broils  or  accidents,  and  what 
followed :  which  proves  a  fecond  obftacle. 

When  t,he  coroners  have  not  a  very  accurate 
idea  of  the  fa&s  which  they  ought  to  relate  ; 
when,  in  their  report,  they  confound  doubts 
with  pofitive  alfertions,  and  the  confequencesi 
with  the  caufes,  it  is  almoft  impoffible  that  a 
judge  can  form  a  clear  opinion  of  the  affair 
on  which  he  muff  decide. 

It  is  therefore  of  importance,  as  M.  Chauf¬ 
fer  recommends,  that  the  coroners  fhould  pur- 
fue  one  method,  and  adopt  one  conftant  form 
in  all  their  reports. 

X  3 


i  792. 


COMMENTARIES. 


35S 


1.  Every  thing  which  preceded  their  being 
called,  and  which  is  merely  narrative,  fhould 
be  firft  mentioned.  They  muff  be  very  con- 
cife  and  cautious  in  this  part. 

2.  The  defcription  of  the  real  (fate  of  the 
wounded  perfon,  or  of  the  dead  body,  when 
they  were  called,  ought  to  follow  next  :  it  is 
this  part  which  properly  conffitutes  the  judici¬ 
al  report.  What  is  feen  externally,  lliould  be 
firfl  defcribed  ;  and  then,  what  is  obferved  in¬ 
ternally.  The  (late  of  the  head,  neck,  cheff, 
belly,  pelvis,  and  extremities,  fhould  be  fuc- 
ceflively  detailed,  if  neceffary.  Nothing  but 
what  is  evident  and  undoubted,  fliould  be 
mentioned.  The  effeCfs  of  the  pofition  of  the 
body,  or  of  putrefaction,  muff  be  carefully  di- 
ftinguifhed  from  thofe  which  might  have  been 
produced  by  the  caufe  which  forms  the  fub° 
je£f  of  inveffigation.  On  fuch  occafions,  any 
thing  doubtful,  is  an  infurmountable  obftacle 
to  the  inveffigation  of  truth  ;  for  it  may  be 
faid,  that  the  judge  is  then  reafoned  with, 
whereas,  nothing  ought  to  be  laid  before  him, 
but  what  can  illuffrate  the  fubjeCl  in  queftion. 
Every  inveffigation  which  does  not  tend  to  e- 
lucidate  the  point  at  iffue,  is  ufelefs,  and  con- 
fequently  ought  to  be  rejeffed. 

Z  2  2* 
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3.  The  confequences  or  deductions,  fhould 
always  be  quite  feparated  from  the  relation  of 
faffs  ;  for  thefe  conclufions  are  the  work  of 
the  coroner,  and  he  may  be  miftaken  in  his 
reafonings,  while  it  is  not  to  be  prefumed  that 
he  can  err  in  his  relation  of  fa&s,  which  is  all 
that  is  expeCted  or  wifhed  for  from  him. 

The  fifth  feClion  of  the  decree  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Affembly,  on  the  reformation  of  cri¬ 
minal  jurifprudence,  ena&s  exprefsly,  that 
all  judicial  reports  (hall  'be  drawn  up  in  pre¬ 
fence  of  two  witneffes  or  affiftants,  who  fhall 
fign  them,  otherwife  they  are  to  be  confider- 
cd  null. 

This*  law  is  applicable  to  the  prefent  fub- 
jeCh  The  coroner  entrufled  with  making  a 
judicial  report,  (hall  be  always  fuperintended 
by  two  witneffes ;  bur,  in  matters  of  confe- 
quence,  it  will  probably  be  proper  to  add 
to  thefe  witneffes,  who  are  not  profeffionai 
people,  two  others,  chofen  from  among  the 
phyficians  and  furgeons..  If  this  plan  be  ad¬ 
opted,  each  court  of  juftice  (hall  eleCt,  by 
ballot,  three  coroners,  one  of  whom  fhall  be 
principally  employed. 

In  important  cafes,  therefore,  the  report 
fhall  be  drawn  up  in  prefence  of  four  witnef- 
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fcs,  and  figned  by  five  perfons  ;  for,  too  many 
precautions  cannot  be  adopted,  where  the 
honour  or  life  of  the  citizens  is  at  flake. 

The  coroner  thus  fuperintended,  cannot  re- 
fufe  to  draw  up  his  report  on  the  very  fpot 
where  he  is  called  to  examine  ;  a  circumflance 
which  is  highly  important  for  the  truth  of  the 
report.  This  rule  has  been  hitherto  very 
feldom  obferved. 

It  fhould  alfo  be  required,  that  the  report 
fhould  be  lodged  in  the  office  of  records  of 
the  place,  within  twenty-four  hours. 

Notwithflanding  thefe  different  precautions, 
it  is  not  impoffible,  that,  on  fome  occafions, 
an  improper  coroner  may  be  chofen,  whofe 
report,  founded  on  erroneous  ideas,  may  be 
found  contradictory  to  the  principles  of  the 
art.  For  this  reafon,  M.  Chauffier  propofes, 
that  each  report  fhould  be  verified  by  a  board 
or  committee,  eftablilhed  for  that  purpofe  in 
the  chief  places  of  the  department.  The  ob- 
je&  of  this  examination,  fhould  be,  to  difcov- 
er  if  there  be  any  evident  contradiction,  either 
in  the  detail  of  fads,  or  in  the  conclufions  de* 
duced  from  them,  which  betrays  the  ignorance 
or  prejudice  of  the  coroner.  But,  may  it  not 
Jbe  apprehended,  that  there  fliall  not  be  in  all 

Z  3  towns 
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towns  of  fome  departments,  perfons,  who 
are  fo  well  informed,  that  no  objection  can 
be  darted  to  their  judgment  ?  It  is  evi¬ 
dent,  that  there  is  fome  reafon  for  fuch  ap- 
prehenfion. 

i 

The  verification  of  reports,  would  be  much 
more  certain,  if  the  magiltrates  fhould  tranf- 
mit  them  to  the  profellbrs  of  anatomy  and 
clinical  medicine  and  furgery,  of  one  of  the 
five  colleges,  who  ought  undoubtedly  to 
be  the  befi  judges  of  that  fubjeft,  fince  they 
fhall  have  the  charge  of  teaching  medical  ju- 
rifprudence.  If,  therefore,  the  verification 

of  reports,  which  prudence  feems  to  require, 

* 

is  thought  neceffary,  the  means  now  propofed, 
are  perhaps  the  only  ones  for  that  purpofe, 
which  can  be  confidered  as  fufiicient  in  all  ca- 
fes,  and  which,  confequently,  ought  to  be  pre- 
fcribed  by  law. 

M.  Chaufiler  adds,  that  the  judge  fhould 
order  other  coroners  to  examine  the  circum- 
ilances  at  a  fecond  vifit,  if  the  reports  be  not 
palled  by  the  commifiioners  appointed  to  ve¬ 
rify  them.  But,  as  there  mult  always  be  fome 
delay  in  the  verification  of  reports,  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  cafe  may  be  changed  ;  and 
it  will  often  happen,  that  a  fecond  examination 

*  *  '  «  »  •  *  V  '  4  •  -  »  •  v  i>  1  •• 
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is  impoftible.  On  fuch  occafions,  the  judges 
will  at  leaffc  avoid  a  fource  of  much  error, 
by  learning,  that  they  cannot  confide  in  the 
report  which  has  been  prefented  to  them ; 
and  they  will  be  acquainted  with  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  coroner,  who,  convi&ed  of  ignor¬ 
ance  or  dilhonefty,  will  necefifarily  be  for  the 
future  fufpe&ed  by  them. 

CHAP.  IV. 

Of  Pharmacy ;  or ,  of  the  Sale  and  Preparation 

of  Medicines. 

section  1. 

Of  the  Perfons  to  whom  the  Sale  and  Prepa - 
ration  of  Medicines  ought  to  be  entrujled. 

1 

§  I*  Qualifications  which  Jhould  he  required  in  thofe 
who  Prepare  and  Sell  Medicines. 

Those  perfons  who  are  entrufted  with  the 
fale  and  preparation  of  medicines,  ought  to  have 
a  knowledge  of  natural  hiftory,  materia  medi- 
ca,  and  chemiftry.  1 

Z  4  It 

1  The  art  of  the  apothecary,  demands  only  a  part  of 
the  knowledge  required  in  a  phyfician  $  and  yet  there  is 
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It  is  therefore  neceiTary,  that  their  abilities 
fliould  be  afcertained  by  legal  proofs. 

Thefe  proofs  ought  to  confifi:  in  examina¬ 
tions  on  the  following  fubje&s :  1 y?.  The 
knowledge  of  fimple  drugs,  of  their  principal 
qualities,  and  of  the  alterations  which  may  be 
made  on  them  by  different  circumftances : 
2  dly,  The  art  of  preferving  them  unfpoiled  : 
3 dly%  Pharmaceutical  chemiftry :  ^tbly%  The 
art  of  combining  and  mixing  drugs,  for  the 
purpofe  of  making  compound  medicines. 

The  examinators  {hall  be  phyficians  and  a- 
pothecaries,  in  fuch  number  as  the  National 

Affembly 

no  branch  of  knowledge  of  the  apothecary,  of  which  the 
phyfician  is  not  obliged  to  be  poffeffed.  The  inftruments 
which  the  phyfician  employs,  owe,  in  part,  their  perfec¬ 
tion  to  the  apothecary.  Pie  performs  in  the  hofpitals 
feveral  very  important  duties  ;  and  many  perfons  of  that 
profefiion,  have  rendered  ufeful  fervices  to  medicine,  by 
teaching,  with  fuccefs,  chemiftry  and  pharmacy.  Se¬ 
veral  phyficians,  celebrated  for  their  knowledge  in  thefe 
.two  fciences,  have  been  educated  at  the  fchool  of  R.ou- 
elle.  Although,  therefore,  pharmacy,  having  no  connec¬ 
tion  with  any  thing  which  relates  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
human  body,  ought  not  to  be  confounded  with  medicine  ; 
yet  it  fliould  remain  connefted  to  it  by  ftridf  ties,  the 
exiftence  of  which  is  of  importance  to  the  improvement 
of  the  healing  art,  and  the  interefls  of  mankind. 

*  .  ........  ..  h  4' 
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AfTembly  may  determine.  The  examinations 
and  receptions,  fhall  take  place  in  prefence  of 
the  public  officers,  either  in  the  five  medical 
colleges,  or  in  the  pra&ical  fchools  of  the  de¬ 
partments  ;  for  it  might  appear  too  rigorous 
to  ordain,  that  the  apothecaries,  like  the  phy- 
ficians,  fhould  only  be  paffed  by  the  medical 
colleges. 

$  II.  Of  the  prefent  State  of  the  Public  Police ,  refpeEI- 
ing  the  Sale  and  Preparation  of  Medicines . 

In  the  prefent  fiate  of  affairs,  many  perfons 
fell,  and  even  prepare  medicines,  who  have 
not  undergone  thefe  trials. 

The  indigenous  plants. are  collected,  dried, 
prefer ved,  and  fold  by  herbarifls,  very  few  of 
whom,  even  in  Paris,  have  a  fufficient  know¬ 
ledge  of  botany.  The  roots  of  the  Night- 

\ 

fnade,  have  been  known  to  occafion  the  moil 
alarming  accidents,  from  having  been  fold  for 
thofe  of  Burdock.  A  cafe  of  this  kind  was 
communicated  to  the  Society  of  Medicine  by 
M.  Juffieu.  Many  herbarifls  do  not  even 
know  the  method  of  drying  and  preferving 
plants  j  which  is  proved,  by  the  condition  in 

which 
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which  they  are  often  found  in  their  pofleftion. 
They  fometimes  fufpend  them  in  the  roofs  of 
their  apartments,  from  which  they  take  them 
down  to  be  fold,  entirely  covered  with  duft ; 
at  other  times,  they  keep  them  in  cellars,  where 
they  are  in  a  ftate  of  incipient  putrefa&ion. 
They  dry  them  in  heaps ;  and  the  improper 
life  of  ftoves  changes  their  qualities  (till  more. 

There  are  a  very  few  careful  herbarifts  on¬ 
ly,  who  can  be  exempted  from  thefe  animad- 
verfions. 

The  exotic  fimples  are  fold  by  wholefale 
in  the  warehoufes  of  merchants,  or  at  fairs. 
They  are  there  bought,  not  only  by  druggifts, 
who  fell  them  to  the  apothecaries,  but  alfo  by 
pedlars,  who  often  buy,  at  a  reduced  price, 
the  refufe  or  adulterated  portions  of  the  drugs, 
in  order  to  retail  them  in  villages,  at  fairs,  and 
through  the  country. 

The  wholefale  merchants  or  druggifts,  ac? 
quire,  at  leaft,  by  experience,  a  knowledge  of 
the  exotic  drugs :  befides,  their  ftocks  can  be 
accurately  examined.  But  this  cannot  be  per¬ 
formed  in  the  cafe  oF  pedlars,  who  always 
efcape  from  every  kind  of  police. 
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The  compound  medicines  are  not  prepared 
folely  by  the  apothecaries  ;  for  feveral  drug- 
gifts  and  grocers  alfo  prepare  thefe.  Several 
merchants  have  extenfive  manufactories  for  the 
coinpofition  of  medicines:  thefe  are  fold  at  the 
great  fairs,  and  efpecially  at  that  of  Beancaire; 
and  many  medicines  of  that  kind  are  alfo  im¬ 
ported  from  foreign  countries. 

A  vaft  number  of  thefe  preparations,  made 
by  people  very  different  from  refpeCtable  apo¬ 
thecaries,  are  very  ill  compofed,  are  changed 
in  quality,  and  are  adulterated.  It  has  been 
proved,  that  at  the  fair  of  Beaucaire,  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  honey  and  jallap  has  been  fold  for 
Manna ;  the  pulp  of  prunes  for  that  of  Tama¬ 
rinds;  and  a  mixture  of  honey  and  faffron, 
with  a  little  brick  duft,  for  the  Confe&io  de 
Hyacintho. 

The  mineral  waters,  another  fpecies  of  me¬ 
dicines  very  much  employed,  are  fold  by  pa¬ 
tentees;  while  no  reafon  can  be  alleged  for 
excluding  the  apothecaries  from  felling  thefe 
medicines ;  as  it  is  eafy  to  fubjeCl  them  to  the 
fame  examinations  with  the  proprietors  of 
wrarehouies  at  prefent  eftablifhed,  as  will  be 
afterwards  pointed  out. 
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It  is  unneceffary  ro  detail,  minutely,  the 
numerous  abufes  which  originate  from  this  or¬ 
der  of  affairs.  It  is  fufficient  to  obferve,  that 
thefe  dangerous  abufes  affeft  chiefly  the  or¬ 
dinary  clafs  of  people,  efpecially  thofe  of  the 
country. 

§  III.  Regulations  to  be  ejlablijhed  for  the  Sale  and 
Preparation  of  Medicines. 

It  is  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  following  re¬ 
gulations  fhould  be  effablifhed  as  invariable 
Jaws  :  * 

1.  That  the  charge  of  colle&ing,  drying, 
preferving,  and  felling  medicinal  herbs,  fhould 
be  entrufled  to  apothecaries  alone. 

2.  That  the  druggifls  fhould  fell  fimple 
drugs  only  in  wholefale  ;  and  that  their  goods 
fhould  be  fubje&ed  to  the  fame  examinations? 
as  thofe  of  the  apothecaries. 

3.  That  pedlars  fhould  be  prohibited  from 
felling  any  kind  of  medicine ;  and  that  the  fale 
of  drugs  fhould  be  entrufled  to  merchants 
whofe  refidence  is  fixed,  and  who  may  be  fub- 
jecled  to  regular  infpe&ion. 
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4.  That  every  perfon  Ihould  be  prohibited 
from  preparing  and  felling  all  compound  me¬ 
dicines,  and  every  medicinal  compofition,  ex¬ 
cept  the  apothecaries  who  (hall  have  been  le¬ 
gally  tried  and  palled ;  and  that  the  importa¬ 
tion  of  every  foreign  medicinal  preparation, 
which  can  be  equally  well  made  in  France,  be 
prohibited  without  any  exception. 

5.  That  all  regular  apothecaries  lhould  be 

% 

allowed  to  fell  mineral  waters,  on  the  fiogle 
condition,  that  they  fubmit  them  to  the  exa¬ 
minations  which  lhall  be  required. 

SECTION  II. 

Of  the  Mode  of  Examining  Simple  and  Com - 
pound  Medicines ,  in  the  Warehoufes  of  the 
Druggifts ,  at  the  Fairs ,  and  in  the  Shops  of 
Apothecaries . 

Every  perfon  dealing  in  medicines,  either 
at  fairs,  in  wholefale  warehoufes,  or  in  labo¬ 
ratories,  ought  to  be  fubjeft  to  an  examina¬ 
tion,  by  which  it  may  be  afcertained,  if  the 
drugs  meant  for  fale  be  of  a  proper  quality. 

§  I. 
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Of  the  Mode  of  Examining  Drugs'  at  Fairs. 


1.  Before  any  drugs  are  expofed  to  fale 
at  fairs,  they  muft  be  fubmitted  to  the  exa¬ 
mination  of  commiffioners,  appointed  to  caufe 
thofe  which  may  be  found  of  a  bad  quality  to  be 
thrown  away  or  deftroyed  ;  and  to  allow  only 
thofe  to  be  kept  for  fale,  wdiich  are  neither 
counterfeited  nor  adulterated. 

2.  The  commiffioners  fhall  confifl  of  two 
phyficians,  and  two  apothecaries,  nominated 

r 

by  ballot  by  the  adminiflrative  body,  two 
members  of  whom  fhall  accompany  them  in 
thefe  different  examinations. 

g.  The  commiffioners  fhall  be  changed, 
and  new  ones  elefted  for  each  fair. 

4.  Thefe  commiflioners  fhall  repair  at  the 
place  where  the  fair  is  to  be  held,  as  long  - 
before  the  commencement  of  the  fair,  as  that 
they  may  be  enabled  to  examine  the  ftate  of 
the  bales,  cafes,  boxes,  &c.  which  contain  the 
fimple  drugs  intended  for  fale. 

5.  The  number  of  days  during  which  that 
examination  fhall  continue,  mufl  be  fixed  ac~ 
cording  to  the  extent  of  the  fair.  The  mer¬ 
chants 
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chants  {hall  be  obliged  to  have  all  their  pack¬ 
ages  ready  before  the  examination,  and  ar¬ 
ranged  in  fuch  a  manner  that  they  can  be  con¬ 
veniently  infpe&ed. 

6.  The  goods  which  may  arrive  after  this, 
{hall  not  be  expofed  to  fale,  nor  admitted  with¬ 
in  the  boundary  of  the  fair,  till  notice  be  fent 
to  the  commiffioners,  and  till  they  have  exa¬ 
mined  them. 

7.  The  fpoiled  and  adulterated  drugs,  and 
all  the  compound  medicines,  {hall  be  feized 
and  deflroyed.  The  commiffioners  {hall  keep 
fpecimens  of  thefe,  the  identity  of  which  {hall 
be  attefted  by  the  merchant.  A  fine  ffiall  be 
decreed  for  the  adulteration  of  drugs. 

8.  On  the  day  on  which  the  fair  commen- 
*  ces,  the  commiffioners  fhall  attend  early  in  the 

morning  at  the  place  where  it  is  held,  and 
{hall  make  a  general  vifit,  in  order  to  afcer- 
tain  that  the  goods  expofed  to  fale,  are  the 
fame  which  were  fubmitted  to  their  examina¬ 
tion. 

1 

9.  The  fale  ffiall  not  begin  till  this  review 
be  finiffied  ;  and  it  {hall  be  fuperintended,  dur¬ 
ing  the  whole  continuance  of  the  fair,  by  fome 
members  of  the  adminiftrative  body,  one  of 

whom. 
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whom,  at  lead,  ffiall  have  accompanied  the 
commiffioners  in  their  examinations. 


$  II.  Of  the  Mode  of  Examining  the  IV arehoufes  of 

Druggifs . 

1.  The  commiffioners  nominated,  as  already 
defcribed,  ffiall  vifit,  at  indeterminate  and  un¬ 
expected  times,  the  warehoufes  of  druggifts. 

2.  The  druggifts  fhail  be  obliged  to  dis¬ 
cover  all  the  warehoufes,  or  places  in  which 
their  drugs  may  be  depofited  ;  and,  after  hav¬ 
ing  fubmitted  them  to  an  accurate  infpeCtion, 
the  commiffioners  ffiall  receive  from  them  a 
ligned  declaration,  by  which  they  ffiall  certify, 
that  the  warehoufes  and  drugs  fubjeCted  to 
examination,  and  defcribed  in  the  declaration, 

are  all  that  they  poffefs,  and  that  they  have 

/ 

concealed  nothing  from  the  infpe&ion  of  the 
commiffioners. 

3.  The  drugs  found  of  a  bad  quality,  ffiall 
be  fequeftrated  and  put  under  the  double  feal 
of  the  merchant  and  the  municipality ;  and 
the  commiffioners  ffiall  keep  a  fpecimen  of 
this  tojuflify  their  judgement,  in  the  event  of 
any  appeal  againlt  it.  If  no  appeal  be  made, 

the 


C  0  M  MEN  TARIE  S. 


die  drugs  pronounced  of  a  bad  quality,  dial! 
be  deftroyed. 

4.  If  any  compounded  medicines  are  found, 
they  (hall  be  feized  and  fequedrated. 

5.  In  cafes  of  intentional  adulteration,  and 
of  falle  declaration,  proper  punifhments  (hall 

•  1 

be  decreed, 

•  ■  ,  1  j  f~  ' 

%  III.  Of  the  Mode  of  Examining  the  Shops  cf  Apothe¬ 
caries  in  Towns. 

■  t  *  ‘  *  *  .•  * 

1.  Commiffioners,  nominated  by  ballot  by 
the  adminiflrative  body,  dial!  infpeft  the  (hops 
of  the  apothecaiies.  Thefe  commidioners 
(hall  confift  of  two  phydcians,  two  apothecaries, 
and  at  lead  one  member  of  the  municipality. 

2.  They  (hall  be  elected  annually,  and 
(hall  vifit  the  (hops  at  indeterminate  times. 

3.  They  (hall  afcertain  the  (late  of  the 
dried  plants,  of  the  fimple  and  compound 
drugs,  and  that  of  the  mineral  waters,  in  the 
manner  afterwards  fpecified. 

4.  The  drugs  which  (hall  be  found  cf  a 
bad  quality,  (hall  be  fequeftrated,  with  the  pre¬ 
cautions  and  ceremonies  already  mentioned. 
In  cafes  of  evident  fraud,  proper  punifliments 
(hall  be  decreed. 

Yol.VU.Dec.II.  2  A  I  IV; 
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§  IV.  Of  the  Mode  cf  Infpecling  the  Shops  of  Apo~ 
thecaries  in  the  Country 

1.  No  perfon  {hall  be  permitted  to  fell  Am¬ 
ple  or  compound  drugs  in  the  country,  unlefs 
he  be  legally  authorifed,  and  have  had  his  name 
entered  on  the  regifters  of  the  municipality  iu 
which  he  relides,  and  on  thofe  of  the  diftriCt 
in  the  jurifdi&ion  to  which  that  municipality 
fhall  belong. 

2.  The  diftriCl  fhall  annually  nominate,  by 
bailor,  a  phyfician  and  apothecary,  who  fhall 
be  appointed  to  infpeft,  at  indeterminate  and 
unexpected  times,  the  {hops  of  the  country 
apothecaries,  in  the  fame  manner  as  has  been 
preferibed  for  the  examination  of  the  (hops  of 
apothecaries  in  towns. 

It  has  been  explained,  in  the  fecond  chap¬ 
ter  of  the  fecond  part  of  this  Plan,  in  what 
manner  the  adminiflrative  bodies  can  procure, 
for  the  country  apothecaries,  genuine  drugs 
at  prime  coft. 

%  V.  Of  the  Mode  of  Examining  Mineral  Waters. 

Thf:  prefervation  of  mineral  waters,  de¬ 
pends,  in  the  firft  place,  on  the  attentions  be¬ 
llowed  in  taking  them  from  the  fpring. 


It 
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It  depends  alfo  on  the  cleanlinefs  of  the 
ved'els  in  which  they  are  contained,  and  on  the 
manner  in  which  thefe  veflels  are  corked. 

Thefe  attentions  mud  vary  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  minerals. 

The  phyficians  eftablifhed  at  the  places 
where  the  mineral  fprings  are  fituated,  fhail  be 
requeued  to  date  the  precautions  which,  ex¬ 
perience  has  taught  them,  diould  be  obferved 
in  the  prefervation  of  each  kind  of  mineral 
water. 

Thefe  precautions,  afcertained  in  a  didincl” 
manner,  diall  be  defcribed  in  a  regulation 
which  {hall  be  publ idled. 

The  water  for  exportation,  fliall  be  drawn 
at  a  certain  hour  of  the  morning,  and  during 
a  determinate  fpace  of  time. 

On  thefe  occaiions,  the  phyfician  appoint- 

; 

ed  to  infpeft  the  fpring,  and  a  municipal  offi¬ 
cer,  diall  attend  ;  and  {hall  take  care  that  all 
the  neceffary  precautions  be  exactly  obferved. 
They  diall  feal  the  bottles,  and  diall  give  a 
certificate  of  the  whole,  which  diall  be  added 
to  the  parcel  exported. 

It  is  particularly  neceffary,  to  take  care  that 
thefe  waters  be  neither  counterfeited  nor  ad¬ 
ulterated,  in  the  places  where  they  are  fold. 

2  A  2  ii 
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1.  All  the  mineral  waters,  before  they  {hall 
be  delivered  to  the  merchants  to  whom  they  ' 
are  dire&ed,  in  the  places  where  they  are 
fold,  ffiall  he  received  into  an  office,  kept  by 
one  or  more  clerks  nominated  by  the  munici¬ 
pality, 

2.  Two  phyficians  and  one  municipal  offi¬ 
cer,  chofen  annually  by  ballot,  {hall  be  ap¬ 
pointed  to  infpeft  this  office. 

3.  The  arrival  of  every  parcel  {hall  be  im¬ 
mediately  announced  to  them  by  the  clerk. 

4.  They  ffiall,  on  this  notice,  attend  at  the 
office,  where  they  ffiall  afcertain  the  validity 
of  every  certificate  which  (hall  atteft  the  con¬ 
tents  of  the  parcel. 

5.  They  ffiall  examine  the  {late  of  the  wa¬ 
ters  ;  and  ffiall  afcertain  the  correfpondence  of 
the  parcels  with  the  invoice,  and  with  the  cer¬ 
tificates  given  when  the  water  was  drawn. 

6.  They  ffiall  infpeff  the  feals  affixed  at  the 
fprings ;  and  ffiall,  by  means  of  a  particular 
feal  depofited  in  their  hands,  fupply  any  of  the 
bottles,  where  the  former  feal  may  be  broken 
or  rubbed  off. 

7.  They  ffiall  give  a  certificate,  dated  and 
figned  by  them,  deferibing  the  contents  oi 
each  parcel.  There  ffiall  be  two  fuch  certifi¬ 
cates* 
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cates.  One  of  them  {hall  be  given  to  the  a- 
pothecary  to  whom  the  parcel  is  addreffed, 
and  the  other  {hall  be  contained  in  a  particular 
regifter,  which  {hall  remain  in  the  office. 

8.  The  commiffiioners,  in  their  vifits  to  the 
{hops  of  the  apothecaries,  {hall  examine  the 
ftate  of  the  mineral  waters ;  and  fhall  caufe 
the  letters  of  invoice,  and  the  certificates  of 
examination,  to  be  {hewn  them. 

SECTION  III, 

Of  the  Mode  of  preparing  the  mofl  important 
Medicines  in  great  quantities ,  and  of  the 
public  Laboratories . 

$  I.  Of  the  public  Preparation  of  the  moft  impor¬ 
tant  Medicines. 

Each  apothecary  ought  to  have  the  liber¬ 
ty  of  preparing  ail  lorts  of  medicines :  but, 
befides  this,  it  will  be  proper  to  caufe  the 
✓moft  ufeful  medicines,  and  thofe  which  may 
pe  kept  for  a  long  time  without  becoming 
changed,  to  be  prepared  publicly  in  great 

2  A  3  quantities, 
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quantities,  as  is  done  at  London,  and  in  re? 
jfpec!  to  Theriaca  at  Paris. 

The  preparation  of  medicines  in  this  man¬ 
ner,  fhould  be  made,  according  to  uniform 
operations,  in  the  capital,  and  in  fome  of  the 
great  cities  where  medical  colleges  fhall  be 
eftablifhed. 

It  fhould  be  preceded  by  the  examination 
of  the  fimple  drugs  which  ought  to  enter  into 
the  compofition  of  the  medicines. 

It  fhould  be  performed  by  chofen  apotheca¬ 
ries,  and  fhould  take  place  under  the  inflec¬ 
tion  of  phyficians  appointed  by  the  adminiflra- 
iive  body,  and  of  the  profefTors  of  chemiflry 
and  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  in  prefence 
of  feveral  members  of  the  municipality. 

This  kind  of  authenticity,  bellowed  for  fo 
Jong  a  time  on  the  preparation  of  Theriaca, 
ought  to  be  extended  with  more  reafon  to  that 
of  Tartar  emetic,  Kermes  mineral,  and  the  o- 
ther  preparations  of  Antimony,  Iron,  and  Mer¬ 
cury  ;  to  that  of  the  mofl  important  fimple 
drugs,  as  the  Cinchona;  and  to  the  operations 
for  the  purification  of  Opium,  and  its  various 
preparations.  Thefe  medicines  would  have 
{he  adyantage  of  being  conftantly  the  fame, 
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and  of  never  varying  in  their  cdecds,  but  in 
confequence  of  the  habits  and  fituations  of  the 
patients. 

§11.  0/  the  Great  Public  Laboratories . 

The  moll  necedary  and  bed  chofen  medi¬ 
cines,  and  fimpie  drugs,  dial!  be  kept  in  great 
public  laboratories. 

From  thefe  laboratories,  the  adminidrative 
bodies  of  the  departments  can  procure  the 
medicines  at  prime  cod,  in  order  to  didribute 
them  through  the  cantons,  and  to  make  them 
ferve  for  the  relief  of  the  indigent  Tick  in  the 
country,  as  has  been  mentioned  in  the  fecond 
chapter  of  the  fecond  part  of  this  Plan. 

If  any  apothecaries  diould  prefer  fupplying 
tliemfelves  from  thefe  great  laboratories,  with 
the  medicines  prepared  in  the  manner  men¬ 
tioned,  to  the  trouble  of  preparing  them  them- 
felves,  they  may  be  allowed  them  at  a  price 
below  that  of  the  regulated  rates.  The  pro¬ 
fits  of  the  fale  of  medicines,  of  which  a  regu¬ 
lar  account  diall  be  given  in  to  the  adminidra¬ 
tive  body,  may  be  applied  towards  the  relief 

pf  the  indigent  Tick. 
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SECTION  IV. 

Of  the  Improvement  of  the  Difpenfatory . 


It  is  neceftary  that  there  fhould  be  a  dif¬ 
penfatory,  which  {hall  contain  a  table  of  the 
preparations  which  ought  to  be  kept  in  apo¬ 
thecaries  {hops ;  the  receipts  of  the  prefcrip- 
tions  which  phyficians  may  order;  and  a  lift 
of  the  principal  drugs,  which  are  or  may  be 
ufed.  The  phyficians  of  London  and  of  E- 
dinbureh,  have  made  feveral  alterations  in 

u  9 

their  difpenfatories,  which  the  prefent  ftate  of 
medical  and  chemical  knowledge  appeared  to 
them  to  require.  In  France,  a  fimilar  reform 
ought  to  be  undertaken. 

In  order  to  accomplifh  this,  it  will  be  necef- 
fary  to  col  lech  and  to  digeft,  the  information 
and  obfervations  of  the  beft  informed  medi¬ 
cal  practitioners  and  chemifts. 

Two  or  three  profeftors  may  be  chofen  in 
each  college  of  the  kingdom,  who  fhall  unite 
in  this  duty. 

Thefe  phyficians  fhall  be  nominated  by  bal¬ 
lot,  either  by  the  college,  or  by  the  electoral 

body  of  the  college. 
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They  fhall  publifli  a  lift  of  fubje&s,  on 
which  all  the  phyficians  of  the  kingdom  fhall 
be  requefted  to  make  known  their  obferya- 
tions.  They  fliall  then  arrange  the  difpenfa- 
tory  ;  on  which  the  five  colleges,  and  the  me¬ 
dical  academy,  fliall  be  further  confulted. 
When  it  is  completely  arranged  and  finally 
fettled,  it  fliall  be  publiflied  throughout  the 
whole  extent  of  the  kingdom. 

Experience  will  determine  at  what  periods 
new  editions  of  the  difpenfatory  fhould  be  un¬ 
dertaken* 


section  v. 

Of  the  Price  of  Medicines . 

It  may  be  confidered  as  a  great  abufe,  that 
the  price  of  fimpie  and  compound  drugs, 
fhould  be,  in  fome  degree,  arbitrary.  As  all 
the  medicines  ought  to  be  of  a  good  quality, 
they  fhould  only  differ  in  price,  in  confequence 
of  the  expences  incurred  in  their  carriage,  and 
ii:  their  preparation.  Neverthelefs,  different 

circum- 
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circum fiances  may  occafion  their  price  to  be 
varied  in  different  years. 

It  will  be  therefore  neceffary,  that,  in  each 
department,  there  fhould  be  annually  made 
out  a  lift  of  rates ;  by  which,  all  the  expen- 
ces  being  included,  the  fimple  drugs  may  be 
fixed  at  a  price  which  fhail  afford  the  merchant 
a  reafonable  profit. 

Thefe  rates  (hall  be  founded  on  the  price 
at  which  the  fimple  drugs  may  be  fold  at  the 
fairs,  and  on  the  expences  pf  carriage. 

Information  on  this  fubjefl  lhall  be  obtain¬ 
ed  from  reputable  merchants,  who  (hall  be  re¬ 
quired  to  verify  it  by  their  accompt-books. 

Thefe  rates  (hall  be  afcertained  by  an  equal 
number  of  phyficians  and  apothecaries,  nomi¬ 
nated  by  ballot  by  the  department ;  fome 
members  of  whom  (hall  attend  that  committee; 
to  which  fome  druggifls  fhail  alfo  be  admitted, 
who  (hall  be  allowed  ro  offer  remarks. 

In  the  fame  lift  of  rates,  the  price  of  com¬ 
pounded  medicines,  as  well  as  of  fimple  drugs, 
ihall  be  fixed. 

The  price  of  thefe  medicines,  fhail  be  de¬ 
termined  according  to  that  of  the  fubilances 

which 
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which  enter  into  their  compofition,  and  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  expence  of  preparation,  and  the 
Jofs  which  may  be  neceffarily  fuflained  by  da¬ 
mage. 

The  price  of  mineral  waters,  fhall  alfo  be 
included  in  thefe  rates ;  and  fhall  be  fixed  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  expences  incurred  in  drawing 
them  from  the  fprings,  and  to  that  of  their 
carriage,  and  agreeably  to  the  requifite  corn- 
penfation  for  accidental  damages. 

Thefe  rates  fhall  be  publilhed,  and  fent  to 
the  phyficians  of  the  departments,  and  to  the 
apothecaries,  who  fhall  be  required  to  keep 
them  in  their  fhops,  that  they  may  be  confut¬ 
ed  when  neceffary. 

A  fimilar  regulation  is  obferved  in  feveral 
cities  of  Germany,  and  particularly  at  Berlin 
and  Frankfort. 


SECTION  VI. 

Of  the  Sale  of  Foifonous  Subfiances. 

iittttm.’.  ■  i 

There  is  another  object  which  requires 
pi$ch  attention. 
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This  is  the  dangerous  abufe  of  allowing  the 
fame  merchant  to  fell  thofe  poifonous  fubflan- 
ces  ufed  in  manufactures,  fuch  as  Arfenic,  Or- 
piment,  Realgar,  &c.  and  alimentary  fubflan- 
ces,  fuch  as  Butter,  Cheefe.  Sec.  which  are  of- 

t.  V* 

ten  weighed  in  the  fame  feales,  handled  by 
the  fame  hands,  and  placed  on  the  fame  tables. 
Although  the  accidents  in  confequence  of  this 
pradice,  are  rare,  they  are  not  the  lefs  wor¬ 
thy  of  attention. 

It  may  therefore  be  ordained,  that  the 
poifonous  fubflances  (hall  never  be  kept  in  the 
fame  warehoufes,  nor  fold  in  the  fame  fhops 
with  the  alimentary  fubflances  which  form 
a  part  of  grocery.  Perhaps  it  may  even  be 
neceflfary,  that  thefe  fubflances  fliould  confli- 
tute  a  feparate  branch  of  commerce  ;  and  that 
every  merchant  fliould  be  prohibited  from  fel¬ 
ling  them  to  any  perfons  but  well  known  ar- 
tifts,  or  people  who  can  be  trufted. 

It  is  equally  important,  to  renew  the  prohi¬ 
bitions  againfl  wine  merchants  having  their 
refervoirs  lined  with  lead,  or  uflng  any  leaden 
veflels  to  contain  wine  or  acids.  All  copper 
veflels  fliould  alfo  be  prohibited,  in  .which  it 
might  be  neceflary  to  keep,  for  a  length  of 

time^ 
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time,  any  alimentary  fubftances.  Thefe  pro¬ 
hibitions  have  been  made ;  decrees  exift  on 
thefe  fubjects,  palled  at  the  requeft  of  the  of- 
*  ficers  of  health :  it  is  only  necelfary  to  put 
them  in  force. 

The  fame  rigour  Ihould  be  confidered  as  in- 
difpenfable,  with  regard  to  thofe  poifonous 
fubftances  which  are  ufed  for  the  deftru&ion 
of  vermin.  Arfenic,  too  often  employed  for 
this  purpofe,  ought  to  be  prohibited.  T here 
are  fome  fubftances  lefs  dangerous  to  man, 
and  equally  fatal  to  thefe  animals,  fuch  as  the 
Nux  vomica,  which  are  fufficient  for  perform¬ 
ing  the  fame  effe&s ;  and  which  ought  to  remove 
every  pretext  for  ufing  fuch  dangerous  fub¬ 
ftances  as  Arfenic,  and  its  various  preparations* 

SECTION  V. 

Of  Secret  Remedies . 

It  appears  probable,  that  the  examination 
of  fecret  remedies,  can  only  be  advantageouf- 
ly  entrufted  to  a  permanent  company,  who, 
more  zealous  in  a  fubjeft  eiTentially  connected 
with  the  public  good,  and  influenced  by  more 
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conflant  and  uniform  principles  than  any  tem¬ 
porary  company  could  be,  can  alone  accom- 
plifh  the  intention  of  this  regulation,  which  is 
the  deftruffion  of  Empiricifm. 

If  feveral  commiiTioners  were  appointed  to 
examine  new  remedies,  a  great  variety  of  o- 
pinions  would  be  the  confequence  ;  fo  that  a 
remedy  allowed  in  one  department,  might  be 
prohibited  in  another. 

If  the  National  Affembly  en^rufl  that  exa- 

* 

ruination  to  one  lingle  company,  two  precau¬ 
tions  feem  neceffary,  in  order  to  counteract 
the  influence,  both  of  prejudice  and  of  profef- 
fional  zeal. 

i.  It  is  propofed,  that  the  directory  of  the 
department,  in  the  jurifdi&ion  of  which  that 
company  may  be,  (hall  nominate  from  among 
the  phyficians  who  do  not  refide  in  it,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  commiffioners,  proportioned  to  that  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  company,  to  attend  to  the 
proofs  along  with  them;  to  be  witneffes  of  the 
effects  of  the  medicine ;  and  to  eflablifli  thefe 
by  reports,  to  which  they  {hall  each  affix 
their  fignatures.  Thefe  reports  being  then 
transcribed,  a  copy  of  them  {hall  be  tranfmit- 
tcd  to  the  company,  and  another  {hail  remain 

in 
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in  the  archives  of  the  directory  of  the  depart¬ 
ment.  / 

Thefe  latter  commiftioners  (hall  have  no 
knowledge  of  the  receipt  of  the  medicine,  which 
(hall  only  be  entrufted  to  thofe  nominated  by 
the  company. 

2.  It  appears  equitable,  that  the  inventor 
of  the  remedy  (hall  have  a  lift  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  that  company  tranfmitted  to  him,  with 
power  to  reject  a  certain  number  from  the 
trials  of  his  medicine,  in  a  proportion  to  be 
fettled  by  the  National  Aftembly. 

The  following  addrefs,  prefented  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Aftembly  on  the  19th  September  1790, 
by  the  Society  of  Medicine,  on  the  fubjea: 
of  Secret  Remedies,  for  which  the  inventors 
requeft  permits,  licences,  or  patents ;  and 
the  plan  of  a  regulation,  at  the  end  of  that 
addrefs ;  will  exhibit  the  views  of  the  Society 
on  that  part  of  medical  police. 

6(  An  Addrefs  to  the  National  AJfembly ,  on  the 
Examination  of  Secret  Remedies . 

“  The  Society  of  Medicine,  was  appointed 
by  letters  patent  of  the  king,  in  the  month  of 
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Augud  177S;  and,  by  an  order  dated  the 
26th  May  1780,  to  examine  the  fecret  medi¬ 
cines,  offered  as  new  inventions,  for  which 

the  proprietors  requed  letters-patent,  grants 

# 

from  the  crown,  or  permits. 

“  The  Society  has  always  thought  it  incum¬ 
bent  on  it,  to  exert  the  moff  a<dive  vigilance, 
and  the  mod  rigorous  ftridlnefs,  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  duties  which  have  for  their  object, 
the  care  of  the  health  and  life  of  the  citizens, 
in  order  to  oppofe  the  defigns  oF  the  avarici¬ 
ous,  or  the  dangerous  illufions  of  ignorance. 

<c  In  conlequence  of  this,  the  Society  has 
always  made  it  a  rule,  to  confider  thofe  reme¬ 
dies  only  as  meriting  its  approbation,  which 
comprehend  the  double  advantage  of  being 
perfectly  new,  and  of  poffeffmg,  at  lead  in 

fome  refpe&s,  a  decided  fuperiority  over  all  the 
'  % 

medicines  of  the  fame  kind. 

“  This  rule  has  been  religioufly  obferved  ; 
and  accordingly,  for  thefe  fourteen  years  du¬ 
ring  which  it  has  been  edablifned,  the  Society 
has  only  given  its  approbation  to  four  medi¬ 
cines  ;  two  of  which,  only,  were  new  ;  the  o- 
ther  two  being,  remedies  formerly  approved 
of,  and  generally  employed. 

“  The 
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c<  The  experience  of  fourteen  years,  has 

t  1 .  .  , 

taught  the  Society  feveral  faCts,  which  it  con- 

1  j  J  r  t  ; 

fiders  incumbent  on  it  to  lay  before  the  Na - 

>  ■  ;  •'  _  _>  ’  •.  '  _  •  7  . 

tional  Aflembly.  Thefe  faCts  certainly  deferve 
the  attention  of  the  Affembly,  as  they  regard 
the  intereds  of  mankind. 

•  ■»  -  4  .  .  5  > 

<c  i.  Nothing  is  more  dangerous  than  fecre- 
cy  in  matters  relating  to  remedies.  The  mod 
ufeful  medicine  often  becomes  dangerous, 

1  ■  t  , 

merely  from  the  circumdance  of  its  being 
involved  in  mydery.  This  mydery  excites  the 
enthufiafm,  and  cherifhes  the  credulity  of  the 
people.  It  occafions  uncertainty  in  the  difcri- 
mination  of  the  circumdances  favourable  for 
employing  it,  and  inaccuracy  in  its  applica- 

1  .  •  ■ 

lion ;  for,  if  ufed,  the  practitioner  has  recourfe 
to  a  remedy,  with  the  nature  of  which  he  is 
unacquainted.  The  Society  has,  in  its  records, 
innumerable  proofs  of  the  unfortunate  confe- 
quences,  and,  it  will  not  fcruple  to  declare, 
of  the  poifonous  effeCts,  occafioned  by  reme¬ 
dies,  the  fuccefs  of  which,  in  fome  cafes,  had 
been  acceded. by  reputable  phyficians,  and  by 
citizens  of  all  ranks. 

<c  2.  As  long  as  the  dangerous  privilege  of 
keeping  their  compodtion  a  fecret,  is  grant- 
Tol.VM,D£c.IL  2B  ed 
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ed  to  the  inventors  of  a  few  ufeful  remedies, 
a  great  number  of  other  people,  jealous  of  the 
fame  advantages,  but  dreading  the  flri&ncfs 
of  the  fame  trials,  will  appear  in  all  parts. 
The  Society  has  feen,  with  regret,  notwith- 
flanding  its  endeavours,  a  great  number  of 
fecret  remedies  exempted  from  their  examina¬ 
tion,  approver),  without  being  known,  by  the 
perfons  who  have  fanftioned  their  ufc,  and,  ne- 
verthelefs,  countenanced  by  plaufible  patron¬ 
age.  The  fc\w  fnccefsful  cafes  which  have 
contributed  to  render  thefe  medicines  celebrar- 

i 

ed,  cannot  be  mentioned  ;  for  humanity  has 
paid  too  dearly  for  thefe,  by  the  facrifice  of 
a  multitude  of  victims. 

“  The  compofition  of  fome  ufeful  reme¬ 
dies,  therefore,  being  kept  a  fecret,  affords  an 
obftacle  to  the  deftruflion  of  quackery  ;  an 
evil,  which  hitherto,  like  many  others,  has 
been  principally  injurious  to  the  poor,  and  e- 
fpecially  to  the  poor  of  the  country. 

“  If  it  had  been  necelfary  that  the  Society 
fhould  have  pointed  out  fully  thofe  evils  of 
empiricifm,  it  might  have  called  on  the  tefti- 
mony  of  feveral  members  of  the  National  A f- 
fembly,  who,  being  nearer  the  inhabitants  of 
—  •  the 


V 


*  792.  COMMENTARIES .  387 

the  country  than  the  members  of  the  Society, 
mud  have  been,  while  exerting  their  atten- 
tions  in  their  favour,  witneffes  of  thofe  mif- 
fortunes. 

“  The  wifli  of  the  Society  therefore  is, 
that,  for  the  future,  no  patent  or  licence  may 
be  granted,  by  which  the  compofition  of  ah 
ufeful  remedy  can  be  kept  fecret ;  and  that 
every  new  remedy,  fuperior  in  efficacy  to  thofe 
of  the  fame  kind  already  known,  may  be  bought 
by  the  Nation,  and  immediately  afterwards 
publifhed,  in  order  that  profeffional  men  may 
life  it  in  the  cafes  where  it  fliall  be  proper, 
and  under  the  modifications  which  circuraflan- 
ces  may  require,  and  not  blindly  on  the  faith 
of  a  patent. 

In  this  manner,  Louis  XIV.  bought,  and 
made  public,  the  remedy  of  the  prior  of  Ca- 
brieres  for  hernim,  and  the  powder  of  the 
Chartreux  ;  and  alfo,  in  the  fame  manner,  the 
Britifti  Parliament  bought,  and  made  public, 

V  \ 

Stevens’s  medicine. 

*  t 

“  The  price  to  be  paid  for  permiflion  to 
publifh  the  compofition  of  any  medicine,  ought 

.  i 

to  be  determined  by  the  confideration  of  its 
Utility  and  fuperiority,  and  from  the  number 
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of  cafes  in  which  it  may  be  ufed ;  for  it  is  by 
thefe  two  principles  only,  that  the  legal  pro¬ 
fit  which  it  would  have  produced,  had  the  pro¬ 
perty  remained  with  the  inventor,  can  be  cal¬ 
culated. 

“  The  National  Affembly  may  be  allured, 
that  the  fmall  number  of  new  medicines  which 
fliall  be  deemed  worthy  of  this  diftin&ion,  can 
never  form  an  obje&  of  confiderable  expence; 
a  circumflance  which  is  proved  by  the  hiftory 
of  medicine. 

“  It  does  not  belong  to  the  Society,  but 
to  the  Legiflators  of  France,  to  examine  the 
right  which  one  man  may  have  to  property, 
the  concealment  of  which,  regards  the  welfare 
of  mankind  ;  and  to  determine,  under  what 
circumflances,  the  interefl  of  an  individual 
ought  to  be  facrifxced  to  that  of  the  public. 

“  It  is  fufficient  for  the  Society  to  obferve, 
that,  if  the  National  AHembly  adopt  thefe 
views,  it  will  have  deftroyed,  in  addition  to 
many  others,  one  of  the  innumerable  evils 
which  originate  from  the  avarice  and  creduli¬ 
ty  of  mankind. 

“  The  Society,  therefore,  requefts  permif- 
fion  to  fubmit  to  the  Affembly,  a  plan  of  re¬ 
gulations 
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gulations  relative  to  that  fubjeft;  wherein 
it  has  endeavoured  to  unite  every  thing  which, 
in  the  examination  of  new  remedies,  may  ob¬ 
viate  errors,  and  prevent  abufes.” 


Plan  of  Regulations  for  the  Examination  of 

New  Remedies. 


I.  No  remedy  fhall  be  examined,  unlefs  at 
the  defire  of  Government,  or  of  the  admi~ 
niflrative  bodies. 

IL  Three  commiffioners,  at  leaff,  {hall  be 
nominated  to  give  in  a  report ;  by  which  it 
fhall  be  determined,  if  the  remedy  offered  for 
examination,  ought  to  be  fubjecfed  to  the  trials 
necelfary  for  afcertaining  its  efficacy. 

III.  No  judgment  {hall  be  pronounced  on 
any  medicine,  unlefs  the  commiffioners  ap¬ 
pointed  to  examine  it,  fhall  be  made  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  its  .compofition  ;  which,  however, 
they  {hall  be  obliged  to  keep  fecret. 

IV.  No  remedy  {hall  be  fubjected  to  trial, 
unlefs  it  be  new  ;  and  it  {hall  be  confidered  as 
$?w,  if  it  be  compofed  either  of  new  fubftan- 
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qes,  or  of  fubftances  in  which  the  inventor  fhali 
have  difeovered  new  qualities  ;  or  if,  by  a 
new  manner  of  combining  or  exhibiting  them, 
they  acquire  powers,  or  an  efficacy,  hitherto 
unknown.  The  commiffioners  fhali  be  parti¬ 
cularly  attentive  to  difeover,  whether  the  re- 
tgedy  offered  as  new,  be  not  preferibed  in  fome 
pharmacopoeia. 

V.  When  a  remedy  (hall  be  fubje&ed  to 
trial,  the  importance  of  the  fubjeft  will  deter- 

V 

mine,  whether  additional  commiffioners  ought 
to  be  conjoined  with  thofe  already  appointed, 
in  order  to  obferve,  along  with  them,  the  ef- 
fe<fh  of  the  medicine.  The  remedy  ffiall  be 
prepared  by  the  commiffioners  themfelves ; 
and  they  ffiall  only  ufe  that  preparation  in  their 
trials. 

VI.  The  report  of  the  experiments  ffiall  be 
drawn  up  in  prefence  of  all  the  commiffioners, 
and  ffiall  be  figned  by  them  all. 

VII.  No  remedy  ffiall  be  judged  worthy 
or  being  bought,  unlefs  it  is  afeertained  by 
a  fufficient  number  of  proofs,  that  it  is  fuperi- 
or  to  the  other  medicines  of  the  fame  nature 

h. 

hitherto  known. 

Ji  ■  *  ' 
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VIII.  In  their  report,  the  commifiioners 
fhali  exhibit  the  refill:  of  their  experiments 5 
and  if  they  judge  the  medicine  worthy  of  pur- 
chafe,  they  dial!  determine  the  '  title  under 
which  it  ought  to  be  announced  ;  they  fhali 
fix  the  dofes  beyond  which  it  would  be  dan¬ 
gerous  to  employ  it,  and  the  cafes  where  it 
may  be  ufeful  or  hurtful  ;  in  order  that 
thefe  circumftances  may  be  mentioned  in  the 
decifion  which  fhail  be  formed  on  it,  and 
in  the  advertifements  bv  which  it  fhail  be 

j 

made  public. 

IX.  If  the  judgment  of  the  commifiioners 
be  in  favour  of  the  medicine,  its  value  fhali 
be  determined,  according  to  the  report  of  the 
commifiioners,  by  the  degree  and  extent  of  its 
utility. 

X.  The  day  after  the  judgment,  the  cotn- 
pofuion  of  the  remedy  fhail  be  made  public, 
and  fent  to  the  directories  of  the  departments. 

XI.  No  medicines  fhail,  for  the  future, 
be  kept  fecret ;  and  the  inventors  of  any  fe- 
cret  remedies,  fhali  not  be  allowed  to  adver- 
tife  or  fell  them,  under  any  pretence,  or  un¬ 
der  any  denomination  whatever. 

2  B  4  XI L 
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XII.  The  fame  regulations  and  prohibitions 
fhall  be  in  force,  refpe&ing  foreign  fecrct  me¬ 
dicines. 

XIII.  The  remedies  which  have  been 
approven  at  different  times,  which  have  flil! 
remained  fecret,  and  for  which,  their  invent¬ 
ors  have  obtained  patents,  fhall  be  reported, 
examined,  and  tried  anew :  they  fhall  be  fub- 
je&ed  to  the  regulations  above  mentioned  * 
and  if  there  be  caufe  for  it,  their  compofition 
fhall  be  made  public,  agreeably  to  the  terms 
of  tliefe  regulations. 

XIV.  All  patents  or  licences  contrary  to 
thefe  regulations,  fhall  be  null  and  void. 

XV.  With  refpeft  to  cofmetic  preparations 
which  may  affeft  the  health,  the  fale  fhall  be 
prohibited,  until  the  phyficians,  confulted  on 
that  fubjeft  by  the  dire&ories  of  the  depart¬ 
ments,  fhall  have  declared,  that  thefe  prepa¬ 
rations  contain  nothing  injurious  to  health. 

XVI.  The  various  medicines  allotted  for  the, 
treatment  of  external  difeafes,  for  deflroying 
deformities  of  the  fkin,  and,  for  curing  difeaf¬ 
es  of  the  eyes,  teeth,  and  mouth,  fhall  not  be 
included  under  the  title  of  Simple  Cofmetics. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

On  an  Important  Addition  which  ought  to  he 
made  in  the  Bills  of  Mortality. 

Since  the  regiflers  of  births,  marriages, 
and  deaths,  have  been  well  kept,  much  ufeful 
information  on  the  population,  and  on  the  pro¬ 
portions  of  life,  both  of  mankind  in  general, 
and  of  different  ages  in  particular,  has  been 
derived  from  their  examination  ;  and,  from  the 
comparifon  of  thefe  refults,  with  the  local  cir- 
cum dances  of  which,  they  are  in  part  the  ef¬ 
fects,  true  ideas  of  the  falubrity  of  different 
climates  are  acquired. 

But  the  tables  of  mortality  in  France,  are 
flill  very  imperfeft.  In  England,  Holland,  and 
Geneva, 1  they  have,  in  a  particular  column, 
the  names  of  the  difeafes  of  which  the  deceas¬ 
ed 

i 

1  The  plan  of  thofe  of  Geneva,  is  remarkably  fimple* 
Thofe  which  are  publifhed  at  Deventer  in  Holland,  are 
alfo  digeiled  according  to  the  belt  principles.  In  Eng¬ 
land  and  Geneva,  there  are  furg'eons  in  each  quarter, 
who  take  cognizance  of  the  caufes  of  death. 
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cd  have  died.  a  It  is  unneceffary  to  detail,  at 
full  length,  the  numerous  advantages  refult- 
ing  from  a  fimilar  arrangement.  By  this  ad¬ 
dition,  the  bills  of  mortality  (hew  to  what  dif- 
eafes  the  inhabitants  of  each  canton  are  moil 
liable  ;  they  exhibit,  for  example,  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  thofe  who  are  deftroyed  by  phthifis 
puimonafis,  or  the  fmall  pox;  the  number  of 
women  wiio  die  in  childbed  ;  the  infirmities 
which  prove  fatal  to  old  people ;  the  exacl 
number  of  thofe  carried  off  by  epidemics ; 
and  that  of  thofe  who  die  fuddenly.  Thefe 
circumflar.ces,  and  many  more,  may  afford, 
both  to  the  adminiftration  and  to  practi¬ 
tioners  of  medicine,  very  valuable  articles  of 
information  ;  of  which,  it  is  much  to  be  wi fil¬ 
ed,  that  France  may  no  longer  be  deprived.  , 
The  National  AfTembly,  by  decreeing  that 
the  caufes  of  death  fliall  be  inferted  in  the 
bills  of  mortality,  will  add  another  good  office 
to  the  many  for  which  the  State  is  already  in¬ 
debted  to  it. 

It 

2  In  Holland,  in  order  to  tender  this  operation  .more 
cafy,  difeafes  have  been  arranged  under  a  certain  num¬ 
ber  of  claffes  to  which  the  various  caufes  of  death  may 
be  referred,  on  which  information  may  be  given  by  the 
relation  ©f  the  deceafed* 
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It  may,  perhaps,  be  obje&ed,  that  there 
are  a  certain  number  of  dlfeafes  regarded  as 

V 

difgraceful,  which  the  relations  of  the  deceas¬ 
ed  will  never  difclofe,  Such  as,  venereal  and 
epileptic  complaints.  But  the  greateft  num¬ 
ber  of  thefe  difeafes,  before  they  occafioa 
death,  degenerate  into  other  complaints  which 
are  not  concealed ;  and  the  proportion  of  thofe 
who  die  of  thefe  very  complaints,  to  that  of 
thofe  who  are  cut  off  by  diforders  of  another 
nature,  is  not  fo  considerable  as  to  affeft  the 
calculations  which  may  be  made  on  the  bills 
of  mortality.  Befides,  even  although  Some 
general  conclufions  may  be  rendered  uncer¬ 
tain  by  that  Source  of  error,  there  are  others 
which  will  not  be  in  the  Smalled:  degree  in¬ 
jured.  It  will,  for  example,  always  be  known 
what  number  of  perfons  die  of  the  mealies, 
of  intermittent  fevers,  of  Scurvy,  &c. ;  and 
the  advantages  which  that  knowledge  alone 
may  produce,  are  Sufficient  to  induce  the  Na¬ 
tional  Affembly  to  regulate  that  important 
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PART  FOURTH. 

< 

Of  Veterinary  Medicine . 

CHAP.  I. 

Of  Veterinary  Medicine  in  General. 

Veterinary  Medicine,  although  attend¬ 
ed  to  by  the  antients,  has  been  too  long  ne- 
gle&ed  by  the  moderns.  This  prefent  cen¬ 
tury  has  the  honour  of  having  re-eftablifhed 
this  branch  of  medicine,  which  is  worthy,  in 
every  refpeft,  of  the  attention  of  legiflators, 
and  of  the  fludy  of  philofophers.  It  may  be 
added,  that  no  good  reafon  can  be  alleged  for 
confidering  the  healing  art  as  applied  to  ani¬ 
mals,  diftincl  from  that  applied  to  man.  The 
fame  general  principles  are  applicable ;  and 
therefore,  to  underftand  in  what  refpe&s  thefe 
two  parts  of  the  fame  fcience  refemble  each 
other,  and  in  what  they  differ,  they  ought 
certainly  to  be  united. 

The  veterinary  fchools  eftablifhed  at  Cha- 
renton,  are  almoft  as  much  at  a  diflance,  as 
if  they  were  at  the  corner  of  a  remote  pro- 

vince= 
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vince.  No  phyfician  or  furgeon  is  engaged  in 
what  is  carried  on  there  5  and  no  correfpon- 
dence  is  kept  up  between  the  profelTors  of 
thefe  fchools,  and  thofe  by  whom  the  healing 
art,  as  applied  to  man,  is  taught. 

Thefe  fchools  ought  therefore  to  be  tranf- 
ferred  to  Paris ;  1  and  they  will  then  afford 
an  objeft  of  emulation  to  a  great  number  of 
perfons.  They  fhould  be  eftablifhed  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  medical  fchools  5  or,  what  will 
be  better,  they  fhould  form  a  part  of  thefe, 
Phyficians  and  furgeons  will  then  vifit  them  in 
crowds ;  they  will  attend  the  courfes ;  they 
will  make  both  fludies  advance  in  union.  The 
profeffors  of  both  branches  of  inltru&ion,  will 
communicate  to  each  other  their  proje&s  and 

labours ; 


1  The  inveftigations  on:  comparative  anatomy,  which 
will  be  made  in  Paris,  if  the  veterinary  fchool  is  trans¬ 
ported  there,  ought  not  to  be  dreaded.  1 ft,  Becaufe 
thefe  occupations  do  not  occafion  nearly  fo  fetid  effluvia, 

,  r 

as  thofe  which  arife  daily  from  the  numerous  differing 
rooms  eftablifhed  in  the  capital,  for  teaching  the  anato¬ 
my  of  the  human  body.  2 dly,  Becaufe  experience  haa 
proved,  that  no  bad  confequence  whatever  refults  from 
invefligating  the  anatomy  of  animals  in  large  well-aired 
rooms.  And,  $dly,  Becaufe  it  is  eafy  and  not  expen- 
five,  to  renew  frequently  the  Subjects  of  that  branch  of 
anatomy  ;  and  the  offals  may  be  Sent  away  daily. 
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labours ;  and  their  knowledge  will  be  increaf- 
ed  from  that  reciprocal  intelligence.  By  this 
means,  the  ph’yfiology  of  animals  will  be  very 
much  improved  ;  the  young  men  will  become 
accuftcmed  to  extend  their  ideas;  and  all  the 
branches  of  medicine,  mutually  illuflrating 
each  other,  will  be  brought  to  perfection  at 
the  fame  time,  This  is  the  only  means  by 
which  the  veterinary  fcience  can  be  made  to 
flourifli ;  can  be  diffufed,  and  can  be  rendered 
■really  ufeful  ;  by  multiplying  the  number  of 
thofe  who  ftudy  and  pra&ife  it,  and  by  ob¬ 
taining  for  it  all  the  attention  from  the  de¬ 
partments,  which  it  merits. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  neceffary,  that  befides 

thefe  veterinary  fchools,  which,  it  is  propofed, 

fhall  be  tranfported  from  Charenton  to  Paris; 

fchools  of  the  fame  kind  fhould  be  annexed  to 

forae  of  the  other  medical  colleges  already 

mentioned.  But  it  will  be  particularly  necef- 

«  fary,  that  practical  veterinary  fchools  fhould 

be  eftabliftied  in  the  middle  of  thofe  provinces 

where  a  qreat  number  of  ufeful  domeftic  ani- 

mals  1  are  reared,  as  in  Normandie,  Le  Mor- 

.  .  van, 

1  It  appears  to  the  Society,  that  thefe  moveable  prac¬ 
tical  fchools,  as  they  may  be  ftyled,  fincc  they  fhould  be 

tranfported 
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van,  Auvergne,  Szc.  Thefe  fchools  fhould 
"be  taught  by  a  fmall  number  of  men  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  healing  art  as  it  is  applica¬ 
ble  to  animals,  who  fhould  take  charge  of  the 
pupils  named  by  the  departments,  to  whom 
they  might  impart  the  principles  of  art,  by 
conducting  them  to  difeafed  animals. 

-  .  r- 

C  H  A  P.  II. 

>  *•  «  '  >  f  ^ 

Flan  for  Teaching  Veterinary  Medicine . 

i  I  \  fig 

Veterinary  medicine  fhould  be  taqgtit, 
by  being  divided  into  five  great  depanrtieffts, 
each  of  which  fhall  be  entrufled  to  one  pro- 
felfor.  ,  . 

*  .  ”,  ■  *  .  .“5  t  \  -  *■  "*  '  T 

.  ..  ‘  * .  .i  <  i  •  1  '  {  4  '  ;  ' 

:  :  • 

SECTION  I. 

Courfe  of  Ledures  on  the  Anatomy  of  Beajls . 

* 

* 

The  horfe,  the  ox,  the  fheep,  and  the  dog, 
fhall  form  the  chief  fuhje&s  of  thefe  demon- 

fixations: 

tranfported  to  thofe  places  where  epidemic  and  other 
difeafes  of  cattle  prevail,  will  be  well  fituated  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Rouen,  Clermont,  Dijon,  Poitiers, 
or  of  Limoges  and  Auch. 


4qo 


MEDICAL 


Dec.  IL 


flrations :  their  bones,  particularly  thofe  of 
their  extremities,  their  ligaments,  their  arti¬ 
culations,  which  are  attacked  with  a  great 
number  of  difeafes ;  their  mufcles,  efpecially 
thofe  of  their  fhoulders  and  extremities ;  their 
vifcera,  their  external  glands,  their  principal 
nerves,  and  their  blood  vefiels,  ihall  be  de- 
fcribed. 

It  will  be  unneceflary  to  demonftrate  mi¬ 
nutely  to  the  pupils,  the  ftru&ure  of  thofe  or- 

<  ' 

gans,  fuch  as  the  Cerebrum  and  Cerebellum, 

.  .  4  >  » 
the  fun&ions  of  which  are  not  perfe&ly 

kn<g»vn,  and  feldom  form  the  feat  of  the 

mm*; : 

difeafes  on  which  they  are  confulted.  The 
profeffors  fhould  confine  their  defcriptions  to 
the  firu&ure  of  thofe  parts  on  which  they  will 

■  .  *  i  « 

be  obliged  to  operate.  If  this  rule  be  not 
firicHy  obferved,  much  precious  time  will  be 
lofi  ;  the  pupils  will  receive  fuperficial  infcruc- 
lions,  from  which  they  can  derive  little  profit* 
and,  inftead  of  ufeful  practitioners,  dangerous 
difputants  will  alone  be  formed. 

'j  t 

It  mud  therefore  be  remembered,  that  the 
true  defign  of  public  utility  cannot  be  accom- 
plifhed,  if  the  profefiors  fhew  much  attention 
to  the  theoretical  parts  of  the  art ;  for  empirical 

practice 
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praftlce  is  almoft  only  neceflary  for  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  difeafes  of  animals.  For  this  rea- 
fon,  their  phyfiology  fliould  only  be  taught  in 

i*  / 

fo  far  as  it  is  dfentially  connefted  with  the. 
principles  on  which  their  difeafes  fliould  be 
treated  :  when  its  applications  to  thefe  are  ob¬ 
vious,  the  profeflors  may  point  them  out.  If 
an  oppofite  plan  be  adopted,  they  will  ceafe  to 
addrefs  themfelves  to  their  pupils. 

The  pupils  will  be,  in  an  efpecial  manner, 
improved  by  familiar  inftruftions.  Elemen¬ 
tary  books  IhoUld  be  publiflied  for  their  im¬ 
provement,  as  the  directors  of  the  fchool  at 
Alfort  have  already  done  with  fuccefs.  They 
ought  particularly  to  be  inflrufted,  by  engag¬ 
ing  their  attention  with  numerous  demonftra- 


lions,  by  putting  qUeflions  to  them,  and  by 
making  them  frequently  repeat  their  leflons* 
either  among  themfelves,  or  under  the  eyes 
of  the  principal  of  the  fchool. 

A  profeflbr*  who  fliould  be  the  afliflant  cf 
the  profeflor  of  Anatomy,  were  it  only  to 
fliew  the  connexion  between  thefe  two  fciences, 
fliall  be  entrufled  with  the  charge  of  teaching 
the  anatomy  of  animals.  The  two  bell  in¬ 
formed  pupils  fliall  aft  as  diffeftors  to  him : 
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thefe  offices  dial!  form  one  of  the  rewards  de¬ 
creed  for  their  love  of  the  art. 


SECTION  II. 

r  '  ‘  •*  *  '  .  '  '  ;  • *  . 

Courfe  of  Lectures  on  the  Knowledge  of  the  ex¬ 
ternal  Figure  of  Animals . 

Tiie  fludy  of  the  external  figure  of  ani¬ 
mals,  {hall  comprehend  that  of  the  beauties 
and  defeats  of  the  mod:  important  domedic  a- 
nimals.  The  rules  which  ought  to  be  follow¬ 
ed  in  the  choice  of  thefe  animals,  with  refpect 
to  the  ufes  for  which  they  are  allotted,  (hall 
be  pointed  out ;  and  the  manner  of  breeding 
them  for  the  purpofe  of  thefe  ufes,  fhall  be 
explained.  The  natural  proportions  of  the 
animal,  its  motions,  and  the  relation  between 
the  different  parts  during  growth,  ought  to 
be  carefully  examined.  In  order  to  inftruff 
the  pupils  as  effeffually  as  pofiible,  they  diould 
be  conduced  to  the  fairs  and  markets  of  the 
neighbouring  places,  where  they  diould  be 
made  to  apply  the  rules  which  fhall  have  been 
explained  to  them. 

Th  is  courfe  fhall  be  concluded  by  two* im¬ 
portant  branches  of  inftruftion.  The  one 

fhall 
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fliall  comprehend  the  Hygieine,  that  is,  the 
defcription  of  the  mode  of  nouriffiing  animals, 
and  of  the  domeflic  attentions,  efpeciaily  re- 
fpe&ing  cleanlinefs,  which  they  require.  The 
other  fhall  include  the  multiplication  of  the 
race  of  animals,  or  the  fcience  of  the  hud* 

A  Tingle  profeffor  fliall  be  charged  with 
this  important  courfe ;  feveral  branches  of 
which,  have  never  formed  the  fubje£  of  regu¬ 
lar  ftudy.  It  will  be  difficult  to  find  a  pro- 
feffor  of  this  kind.  He  cannot  be  the  affiftant 
of  any  of  thofe  who  teach  the  healing  art  as 
applied  to  man  ;  becaufe  his  duties  require  a 
diftinft  fpecies  of  knowledge,  which  is  con- 
neffed,  in  a  very  diflant  degree  only,  with  the 
Hygieine  applicable  to  man. 

f  *  *  1  ‘  ■  ■.  **  *  -  *•  w 

SECTION  III. 

Courfe  of  Lectures  on  the  Inflitutions  of  the  Ve¬ 
terinary  Art. 

Thi  s  courfe  fhall  comprehend  every  thing  re¬ 
lating  to  Materia  Medica,  Botany,  Chemiftry,  and 
Pharmacy,  together  with  fome  general  views 
of  Pathology,  with  which  the  ftudents  of  the 

2  C  2  Veterinary 
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Veterinary  art  ought  to  be  acquainted.  It  is  ne- 
ceffary  to  make  a  judicious  choice  of  the  efTentiai 
parts  of  thofe  fciences  which  can  illuftrate  the 
Veterinary  art,  and  not  to  exceed  thefe. 

The  medicines,  in  particular,  ought  to  be 

i 

very  Ample  ;  and  no  part  of  the  Materia  Me- 
dica  (hould  be  lefs  expenflve. 

The  profeffor  charged  with  this  courfe,  may 
be  the  afliftant  of  the  profeffor  of  the  Inftitu- 
tions  of  Medicine. 

*  ’  ■  »  * , 

SECTION  IV. 

Courfe  of  Le Bures  on  the  PraBice  of  Veterinary 
Medicine  and  Surgery. 

The  le&ures  of  this  courfe  (hall  include  the 
treatment  of  external  and  internal  difeafes, 
and  the  mode  of  performing  operations,  and 
of  applying  bandages  $  and  fliall  alfo  compre¬ 
hend  the  illuftration  of  the  praftice  in  Veter¬ 
inary  hofpitals. 

The  profeffor  fliall  be  occupied  every  hour 
of  the  day  in  the  difcharge  of  thefe  duties  > 
for  the  performance  of  wrhich  he  will  require 
an  afliftant, 
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SECTION  V. 

Courfe  of  Loci ure s  on  Farriery . 

This  courfe  (hall  be  divided  into  two  parts; 
one  of  which  (hall  relate  to  the  theory  and 
pra&ice  of  the  Forge,  and  the  other  to  the 
theory  and  pra&ice  of  Shoeing  animals. 

The  art  of  (hoeing  (hall  be  pra&ifed  on  the 
horfe,  the  afs,  the  mule,  and  fometimes  alfo 
on  the  ox. 

For  this  courfe,  a  profeflor  and  adidant  will 
be  necefifary. 

Thefe  two  departments  of  the  Veterinary 
art,  can  only  be  well  demondrated  and  under- 
dood,  by  being  treated  as  in  the  (hops  of  far¬ 
riers.  In  genera],  it  will  require  at  lead  a 
year  to  learn  the  dexterity  and  deadinefs, 
which  are  the  edential  qualifications  of  a  good 
operator  in  Farriery. 

Reflexions, 

The  courfes  of  le&ures  on  Anatomy,  and 
on  the  Chirurgical  operations,  may  be  given 
during  Winter ;  and  thofe  on  the  Inditutions, 

2  C  3  and 
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and  the  external  figure  of  animals,  during  the 
Summer.  It  will  be  neceflary  to  take  care, 
in  particular,  that  the  pupils  fliall  pafs  the 
greatefl  part  of  their  time  at  the  forge,  and 
in  the  Veterinary  hofpitals,  where  various  of¬ 
fices  (li all  be  bellowed  on  them,  according  to 
their  indufiry  and  abilities. 

It  will  efpecially  be  confidered  as  a  very 
honourable  dilfinclion,  to  be  fent  to  fuperin- 
tend  the  treatment  of  an  epidemic  difeafe  a- 
mong  cattle. 

This  branch  of  the  healing  art  requires 
more  particular  attention ;  as  thofie  who  form 
the  fuhjeCts  of  its  practice,  mute  during  their 
fnfferings,  prefect,  from  that  circumftance,  dif¬ 
ficulties  to  the  practitioner,  which,  in  the 
treatment  of  human  difeafes,  do  not  occur. 

By  means  of  the  propofed  indru&ions,  four 
years  will  be  fu indent  to  conflitute  a  well  in¬ 
formed  Veterinary  practitioner. 

The  profefTorfhips  in  the  Veterinary  fchools, 
ihall  be  adjudged  by  competition.  Thefe 
competitions,  and  the  examinations  of  the  pu¬ 
pils,  fliall  be  regulated  by  the  fame  principles 
which  have  been  eftabliihed  for  the  medical 
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colleges ;  the  plan  of  which  has  been  already 
defcribed. 

The  Veterinary  pra&itioners,  and  ad  thofe 
who  (hall  cultivate  that  fcience,  fhall  be  in- 
vited  to  communicate  their  obfervations  to  the 
academical  body,  which  ought  to  be  entruded 
with  the  charge  of  a  general  correfpondence, 
on  every  department  of  the  healing  art. 


PART  FIFTH. 

Of  the  Manner  of  advancing  the  Progrefs  of 
Medicine  by  the  Labours  of  an  Academy . 

chap.  1. 

Of  the  Labours  of  a  Medical  Academy  in  ge¬ 
neral ,  and  of  the  Advantages  which  may  be 
derived  from  it . 

It  is  not  enough  to  adopt  proper  meafures 
for  indituting  fufHcient  opportunities  for  me¬ 
dical  ftudy  ;  it  is  neceffary  alfo  to  provide  for 
the  improvement  of  the  fcience  of  medicine  : 
for,  by  teaching,  it  is  exhibited  fuch  as  it  is; 
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but,  for  advancing  its  progrefs,  fomething  more 
is  required. 

When  the  hiflory  of  the  healing  art,  from 
the  mod:  remote  antiquity,  to  the  prefent  time, 
is  confidered,  it  will  be  readily  allowed,  that 
experience  has  formed  the  mod:  valuable  part 
of  the  fcience ;  and  that  it  can  only  be  render¬ 
ed  more  perfect  by  new  faXs. 

Thefe  might  be  eafily  acquired,  if,  by  fix¬ 
ing  the  attention  of  medical  praXitioners  on 
every  thing  which  can  contribute  to  improve 
their  art,  and  if,  by  multiplying  the  number 
of  places  to  which  they  may  afpire,  and  that 
of  honours  which  they  may  obtain,  they  were 
provided  with  means  by  which  they  may 
readily  arrange,  improve  to  advantage,  and 
publifh,  the  remarkable  faXs  which  they  fhall 
have  cohered.  After  having  properly  or¬ 
ganized  the  hofpitals,  and  after  having  dif- 
fufed  well  informed  medical  praXitioners  over 
the  whole  country,  it  only  remains  neceflary 
to  efbablifh  fuch  connexions  between  thofe  of 
the  profeffion,  as  (hall  render  the  fruits  of  the 
obfervations  of  each  individual  common  to  all: 
and  if  the  correfpondence  by  which  this  can  be 
cffeXed,  have  a  centre,  from  which  the  rays  of 

fcience. 
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fcience  which  are  fcattered,  may  be  refleded 
in  an  united  date,  this  objed  will  be  accom- 
plifhcd,  and  every  thing  will  have  been  done 
for  the  improvement  of  medicine,  which  can 
be  expected  from  an  enlightened  Government. 

It  belongs  to  focieties  or  academies,  to  carry 
on  this  correfpondence  with  the  members  of  the 
profeffion ;  to  excite  a  fpirit  of  emulation  among 
them  ;  to  induce  them  to  preferve  the  refults 
of  their  daily  practice  ;  to  collet  their  obferva- 
tions ;  and  to  publifh  them  for  the  benefit  of  the 
world.  It  is  alfo  the  duty  of  focieties,  to  take 
advantage  even  of  accidental  cures,  and  to 
tranfmit  to  pofterity,  a  numerous  feries  of 
fads,  which  would  otherwife  have  remained 
for  ever  buried  in  oblivion. 

The  medical  praditioners  of  Breflau,  Co* 
penhagen,  and  Berlin,  are  the  firfi:  who  united 
themfelves,  in  order  to  publifh  their  works  in 
common.  Tbepraditioners  diflributed  through 
the  provinces  and  cantons  of  Sweden,  have 
alfo  a  centre  of  correfpondence  in  the  vicini¬ 
ty  of  that  of  the  adminiifration.  And  for  a  long 
time  before  a  medical  fociety  was  inftituted  in 
France,  notwithftanding  the  wifhes  forfuch  an 
eftabjifliraent,  formed  by  Chirac,  Fontenelle, 

d’Alembert, 
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d’Alembert,  and  Bordeu,  fimilar  focieties  which 
Lave  ferved  as  a  model  for  that  of  Paris,  were 
edablifhed  at  Barcelona,  Madrid,  Edinburgh, 
and  London;  and  the  celebrity  which  thefe 
latter  have  acquired  by  their  works,  is  well 
known. 

In  order  to  exhibit  the  advantages  of  fuch 
an  inditution,  it  will  be  fufHcient  to  enumer¬ 
ate  the  duties  with  which  a  medical  fociety  or 
academy  ought  to  be  charged. 

The  tranfa&ions  of  a  medical  academy, 
fhould  refpect  the  following  fubje&s : 

(i.)  To  correfpond  with  the  bed  informed 
domedic  and  foreign  medical  pra&itioners ;  to 
collet  what  each  fhall  have  obferved  mod 
worthy  of  attention  in  cities,  in  the  country, 
and  in  hofpitals ;  which  form  the  great  fields 
Lor  indru&ion  in  the  healing  art. 

(2.)  To  fubjeLt  to  the  mod  fcrupulous  trials, 
the  new  remedies,  the  virtues  of  which  dial! 
have  been  extolled  ;  and  to  multiply  the  obfer- 

-M 

vations,  experiments,  and  trials,  which  may 
render  medical  knowledge  more  accurate,  and 
more  'extenfively  ufeful. 

(3.)  To  diged  a  plan  of  proje&ed  invediga- 
tions,  every  part  of  which  diall  be  well,  con¬ 
certed. 
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certed,  and  every  different  branch  of  which, 
may  be  propofed  lucceffively  by  the  academy 
to  its  members,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  each 
may  be  furniihed  with  a  fubjed  of  particular 
attention. 

(4.)  To  prefent  to  young  praditioners  a 
table  of  the  difeafes  peculiar  to  each  canton, 
and  of  the  remedies  which  are  bed  adapted 
to  them.  Thefe  important  fubjeds  of  informa¬ 
tion,  will  be  furnifhed  by  means  of  well 
written  effays  on  the  medical  topography  of 
the  different  cantons,  didrids,  and  depart¬ 
ments. 

(5.)  To  coiledl  carefully,  the  defcriptions  of 
the  different  endemic  and  epidemic  difeafes, 
and  of  the  epidemic  diforders  of  cattle ;  and 
.  to  publifh  an  account  of  thefe,  according  to 

the  order  of  the  feafons. 

■ . v  t  .t  .  ,  \ 

(6.)  To  add  to  thefe,  meteorological  obfer- 
vations,  made  with  indruments  which  may  be 
compared  with  each  other,  and  at  determin¬ 
ate  didances  *  fo  that,  from  the  union  of  thefe 
two  fubjeds,  there  may  refult  what  the  mo¬ 
dern  phyficians  dyle  a  medical  year,  ( annus 
medicus)  in  its  full  extent. 


(7-) 
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(7.)  To  publifh  in  colle&ions,  the  arrange¬ 
ment  of  which  {hall  include  all  the  depart¬ 
ments  of  medicine,  the  different  obfervations 
and  effays  which  the  fociety  {hall  have  collect¬ 
ed,  and  the  differtations  of  thofe  to  whom 
prizes  {hall  have  been  adjudged. 

(8.)  To  anfwer  all  the  requifitions  relative 
to  the  public  falubrity,  by  ufeful  advices  and 
inftrudions ;  and  to  fend,  on  important  occa- 
fions,  fome  of  its  members  to  thofe  places 
where  their  prefence  may  be  deemed  necef- 
fary. 

(9.)  To  combat  with  vigour  that  fpirit  of 
fyftem  which  invariably  leads  to  error ;  and 
thus  to  oppofe  all  the  changes  which  a  fer¬ 
tile  imagination,  and  its  numerous  chimeras, 
might  occafion  in  the  healing  art. 

(1©.)  To  invite  the  phyficians,  furgeons, 
and  apothecaries  of  towns,  to  unite  themfelves 
into  a  committee  or  council,  in  order  to  work 
in  concert,  for  the  improvement  of  the  art;  1 
to  preferve  its  true  principles ;  to  fupport 
its  dignity  ;  and  to  conned:  itfelf  with  thefe 
focieties,  by  an  uninterrupted  correfpondence. 

(n.) 

1  With  thefe  views,  the  practitioners  of  Aix  have 
already  formed  themfelves  into  a  medical  fociety. 
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(11.)  To  form  thus,  out  of  all  the  citizens 
of  the  empire,  who  love,  and  who  cultivate 
the  healing  art,  one  great  body,  animated  in 
every  part  with  the  fame  zeal,  and  conftantly 
governed  by  the  principles  of  the  public  wel¬ 
fare,  of  reafon,  and  of  equality. 

The  Commiftioners  of  the  Society  of  Medi¬ 
cine  will  not  aver,  that  their  fociety  has  ful¬ 
filled  all  the  articles  above  fpecified :  But  they 
can  with  truth  obferve  ; - 

That  the  correfpocdence  of  the  Society  of 
Medicine  is  very  extenfive  ;  that  every  thing 
which  relates  to  the  improvment  of  the  heal¬ 
ing  art  in  foreign  countries,  is  fpeedily  com¬ 
municated  to  it ;  that  it  has  formed  numerous 
connections  with  the  Colleges  and  academical 
bodies  or  focieties,  which  are  occupied  in  a 
manner  analogous  to  it ;  that  all  the  medical 
practitioners,  charged  with  the  treatment  of 
popular  difeafes,  and  the  greateft  number  of 
thofe  entrufted  with  the  care  of  hofpitals,  are 
inferted  in  the  lift  of  the  Society,  and  maintain 
with  it  an  aCtive  correfpondence ;  and  that, 
fpeedily  informed  of  every  attack  on  the  health 
of  the  public,  it  can  make  known,  without 

delav, 
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delay,  the  meafures  neceffary  to  be  taken  to 
obviate  it.  , 

That,  flnce  the  inflitution  of  the  Society, 
it  has  publifhed  the  analyfes  of  feveral  fubftan- 
ces,  which  had  not  hitherto  been  examined 
with  attention,  fuch  as  feveral  kinds  of  quin¬ 
quina,  and  various  mineral  waters ;  and  that 
it  has  publifhed  a  very  inftru&ive  method,  at 
full  length,  by  the  alii  ha  nee  of  which,  thefe 
different  analyfes  may  be  repeated  every 
where,  according  to  uniform  principles,  the  re- 
fults  of  which  may  be  compared  with  each 
other. 

That  the  Society  has  been  fucceffively  em¬ 
ployed,  in  pointing  out  the  treatment  of  fevers 
of  every  kind  )  as,  of  intermittents  of  a  favour¬ 
able  or  malignant  nature  ;  of  exanthematous, 
and  of  flow  nervous  fevers ;  of  the  difeafes  of 
artifans ;  of  thofe  of  armies ;  of  thofe  of  puer¬ 
peral  women ;  of  thofe  of  new-born  infants, 
and  of  children  ;  of  the  different  kinds  of  in¬ 
flammatory  difeafes  ;  of  chronic  diforders,  fuch 
as  the  feurvy  and  dropfyj  of  the  phthifis,  and 
of  the  different  changes  of  which  the  fluids 
of  the  human  body  are  fufceptible. 


That 
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That  the  Society  has  not  negle&ed  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  natural  philofophy  to  the  healing 
art,  as  is  proved  by  its  refearches  on  the  life 
of  eudiometers  in  medicine,  and  on  the  com- 
parifon  of  meteorological  obfervations,  which 
it  collecls  in  much  greater  quantity  than  any 
academy  of  medicine  before  it  ever  did  ;  and 
that,  to  render  the  refults  of  thefe  obfervations 
more  certain,  it  has  laid  down  a  plan  for  them, 
which  has  been  tranfmitted  to  all  its  corre- 
fponding  members. 

That  all  its  publications  from  the  year  177 6, 
to  the  public  meeting  of  the  31ft  of  Auguft 
1790,  form  a  chain  of  works,  which  have 
been  fucceflively  offered  to  the  examination  of 
profeffional  people. 

That  the  Society  annually  aiftributes  priz¬ 
es  to  the  authors  of  the  bed  effays  tranfmit- 
ted  to  it,  on  the  treatment  of  the  epidemic 
difeafes  of  men  and  of  cattle  ;  and  that  it  has 
already  publifhed  differtations  on  thefe  fub- 
je£ls,  which  may  ferve  as  a  model  for  fimilar 
works. 

That  it  has  colle&ed  more  than  two  hun¬ 
dred  elfays  on  the  medical  topography  of  the 
kingdom  ;  and  that,  in  the  year  1789,  it  pu- 

bli  died 
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blifhed  a  table  of  thefe,  in  which  it  marked 
the  cantons,  a  defcription  of  which  was  yet 
wanting. 

That  the  Society  has  already  publifhed  nine 
volumes  in  quarto,  without  any  expence  to 
Government ;  and  part  of  which  has  been  al¬ 
ready  tranflated  in  foreign  countries. 

That  there  has  not  happened,  for  thefe 
fourteen  years,  any  event  prejudicial  to  the 
health  of  the  public,  in  which  it  has  not  evin¬ 
ced  a  great  zeal ;  and  that,  independent  of  the: 
volumes  already  mentioned,  it  has  publilhed 
and  diffributed  a  great  number  of  inflru&ive 
effays,  and  of  obfervations  or  advices,  on  vari¬ 
ous  important  fubje&s :  On  the  tetanus ;  on  the 
leprofy,  or  red  difeafe  of  Caienne  ;  on  the  hy¬ 
drophobia,  which  has  been  a  particular  object 
of  its  invefligation,  with  the  mode  of  treatment 
as  far  as  it  has  been  afcertained ;  on  me¬ 
dical  ele&ricity,  which  was  unknown  in  France* 
with  its  true  efe&s,  and  the  mode  of  exhibit¬ 
ing  it,  which  wras  made  known  by  one  of  its 
members ;  on  the  medical  properties  of  the 
magnet;  on  the  catarrh  of  the  year  1776  \ 
on  the  epidemic  dyfentery  of  the  1779  s  011 
the  miliary  fever  of  Bas-Languedoc  of  1782 \ 

on 
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On  the  epidemic  difeafes  of  the  1785  ;  on  the 
difeafes  of  wheat,  and  chiefly  on  the  caries 
with  which  it  was  attacked  in  the  fame  year, 
and  on  the  means  to  prevent  the  propagation 
of  it ;  on  the  cold  of  the  winters  1788  and 
1789  ;  on  the  fubfiitence  of  cattle  during  that 
latter  feafon  ;  on  the  treatment  of  maniacs ; 
on  that  of  venereal  complaints  in  the  country  $ 
on  that  of  the  puerperal  fever,  that  of  the 
itch,  and  of  various  cutaneous  eruptions  $  on 
the  mephitical  exhalations  of  the  mod  noxious 
common  fewers,  and  on  the  way  in  which  they 
kill  animals ;  on  the  dangers  of  the  exhalations 
of  marfhes ;  on  the  inconveniences  which  a- 
rife  from  burying  in  churches,  and  efpecially 
in  thofe  of  the  ifland  of  Malta  ;  on  the  remov¬ 
al  of  dead  bodies  from  the  church  and  church¬ 
yard  of  the  Saints- Innocens,  the  mod  conft- 

derahle  and  mod  remarkable  of  all  firnilar  o- 

•» 

perations  ever  undertaken  ;  and  on  the  nyfta- 
lopia,  a  difeafe  to  which  the  foldiers  of  cer¬ 
tain  garrifons  are  peculiarly  liable. 

That  the  members  of  the  Society  of  Medi¬ 
cine  have  repaired  a  great  many  times  to 
places  where  epidemic  difeafes  prevailed  among 
men  and  cattle,  both  within  the  jurifdi&ion 
Vol*  VII.  Dec.  Ib  2D  of 


MEDICAL  Dec.  II. 


418 

of  the  ancient  royalty  of  Paris,  a  circumftance 
which  has  happened  four  times  even  during 
the  lad  feafon,  at  the  requeft  of  the  interme¬ 
dia!  commiflion,  and  in  the  mod  remote  places, 
as  F  Artois,  le  Boulonnois,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
city  of  Eu,at  Bred,  at  Dinan,  where  one  of  the 
members,  M,  Jeanroi,  was  feized  with  the  epi¬ 
demic  which  he  had  treated  with  as  much  zeal 
as  fuccefs,  and  had  nearly  become  a  facrifice 
to  it ;  at  P Orient,  to  treat  the  fevers  of  the 
jails  there  :  and  alfo  at  Sologne,  where  M. 
FAbbe  Teftier  was  in  as  much  danger  as  M. 
jeanroi  had  been  :  and  on  all  thefe  occafions, 
the  members  of  the  Society,  content  w7ith  the 
trifling  falaries  which  they  receive,  folicited 
no  recompence  for  fuch  laborious  fervices, 
by  which  they  were  expofed  to  fo  many  dan¬ 
gers. 

That  the  Society  of  Medicine  being  the  de¬ 
cided  enemy  of  all  empiricifm,  has  condantly 
oppofed,  vigoroufly,  its  progrefs;  that  for  thefe 
fourteen  years,  it  has  approved  of  no  more 
than  four  remedies,  two  of  which  only  are 
new ;  and  that  it  has  rejected  more  than  eight 
hundred,  as  can  be  proved  by  its  records, 
and  more  efpccially  by  three  printed  lifts, 

>vhich 
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which  it  has  publifhed  from  the  year  1778  to 
the  year  1782;  and  that  all  the  trials  and 
analyfcs  of  thefe  medicines  were  executed, 
gratis. 

That  it  has  re-eftablifhed  the  police  in  the 
adminiflration  of  the  mineral  waters  of  the 
kingdom ;  that  it  has  digefted  particular  regu¬ 
lations  for  maintaining  good  order  in  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  thefe  ;  and  that  it  has  every  year 
colle&ed  obfervations  calculated  to  prove  the 
the  effeft  of  thefe  waters  in  the  treatment  of 
difeafes. 

That,  in  fhort,  the  Society  cannot  avoid  be¬ 
lieving,  that  it  has  done  fome  good,  and  that 
the  public  is  not  diflatished  with  its  labours ; 
for,  on  one  hand,  the  adminidrators  frequently 
requeft  its  advice,  while  citizens,  zealous  for 
the  public  welfare,  found  prizes  for  its  difpof- 
al ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  French  me¬ 
dical  pra&itioners,  who  are  mod;  efteemed  for 
great  experience  and  for  abilities,  enrich  it 
by  their  obfervations,  work  according  to  the 
fpirit  of  its  publications,  and  confider  it  an* 
honour  to  belong  to  it. 

This  fhort  view,  prefen ts  to  the  confidera- 
don  of  the  National  Affembly,  the  efforts’ 
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which  the  Society  of  Medicine  has  made  to 
render  itfelf  ufeful.  The  commillioners  of 
that  Society,  are  very  far  from  wifliing  to  ex- 
agge rate  the  fervices  which  it  has  rendered  ; 
they  think  that,  by  the  new  divifion  of  the 
kingdom,  it  will  be  more  eafy  for  it  to  diflri- 
bute  its  adidance;  that  as  the  directories  will 
pay  more  attention  to  the  did  redes  of  the 
people,  the  Society  will  contribute  more  uni¬ 
formly  and  condantly  to  their  relief ;  that 
by  examining  carefully  its  regulations,  and  by 
endeavouring,  by  a  new  arrangement  of  them, 
to  render  them  worthy  of  the  free  conditution 
by  which  France  is  governed,  there  will  re- 
fult  feveral  advantages,  which  the  Society  can¬ 
not  haden  too  much  to  enjoy  :  they  hope  that, 
after  the  honourable  adoption  which  it  is  expect¬ 
ed  it  will  receive,  it  will  no  longer  experience 
thofe  obdacles  by  which  its  efforts  have  been 
fo  often  interrupted  ;  for  the  members  of  the 
Society  are  well  aware,  that  their  invediga- 
tions  would  have  been  executed,  both  in  a 
more  complete  and  more  expeditious  manner, 
if  thofe  who  have  perfecuted  them  with  fo 
much  malevolence,  had  adopted  the  more 
ufeful  and  noble  principle,  of  aiding  them  with 

their 
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their  advice,  and  or  feconding,  by  their  vigi¬ 
lance,  the  fuccefs  of  their  undertakings. 

On  the  whole,  the  commiffioners  have  fup- 
pofed,  I/?,  That  it  would  be  productive  of 
much  utilit}7,  if  the  phyficians,  furgeons,  and 
apothecaries  of  towns,  efpecially  of  the  chief 
cities  of  the  departments,  were  to  form  them- 
feives  into  focieties,  both  for  the  purpofe  of  af¬ 
fording  affiilance  to  the  people, and  of  contribut¬ 
ing,  as  much  as  in  their  power,  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  healing  art:  2 dly,  That  the  medical 
practitioners  of  the  country  be  invited  to  adopt 
the  fame  views  :  3 dly,  That  it  would  be  proper 
that  the  whole  medical  correfpondence  Ihould 
have,  for  a  centre,  an  academical  body  placed 
in  the  capital,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  great  pow¬ 
ers  by  which  the  State  is  governed. 

1.  It  will  be  fuuicient,  to  prove  the  utility 
of  this  plan,  to  obferve,  that  all  the  medical 
academies  or  focieties  inflituted  in  Europe, 
have  been  placed  in  great  cities,  and  that  their 
correfpondence  has  nowhere  been  found  to 
be  leffened,  by  the  eftablifnments  of  the  Jams 
kind  diffufed  over  the  different  parts  of  the 
fame  empire. 

2  D  3 
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2.  Experience  lias  proved,  that  academies 
have  infinitely  greater  fuccefs  in  Paris  than 
in  the  provinces ;  the  reafon  of  which  un¬ 
doubtedly  is,  that,  in  the  capital,  there  are 
a  number  of  men  of  genius,  to  be  met  with 
nowhere  dfe. 

3.  It  has  been  more  than  once  found,  that 
it  is  very  necefTary  that  the  Academy  of  Me¬ 
dicine  fhould  be  placed  near  to  the  Academy 
of  Sciences ;  to  be,  as  it  were,  always  a  wit- 
nefs  of  its  inveftigations ;  to  be  animated  by 
the  fame  fpirit,  and  to  purfue  the  fame  route, 
in  order  to  obtain  new  conclufions. 

a.  With  refpe£t  to  adminiflration,  it  is  fure- 
ly  proper,  that  all  the  principal  demands,  all 
the  important  inveftigations,  and  all  the  great 
events  relating  to  the  public  falubrity,  fhould 
be  written  on  the  fame  records  ;  and  that  this 
interefting  colle&ion  fhould  be  within  reach 
of  the  legiilative  and  executive  powers,  to  be 

’  '  .  j  1 

confulted  when  neceffary. 

i 

5.  If  it  were  propoled  that  the  Society  or 
Aca-omyof  Medicine,  fhould  be  eftablifhed 
in  the  middle  of  one  of  the  colleges,  it  might 
be  anfwered,  that  the  profefTors,  being  few  in 
number,  and  having  duties  to  fulfil  every  day 

i ;  '->  *  i  l  it  •  *'  l  *  .  >  '  <  •  •  1  1  J  .  •’  ' "  !  •  .  ■■  ■  1  ’  -  ’  V 

and 


1702. 


COMMENTAR  IES. 


423 


and  every  moment,  it  would  be  burthen' ng 
them  too  much,  to  require  that  they  fhould 
form  the  aflive  part  of  an  academy,  to  which 
they  may  eafily  belong  as  members,  without 
being  neceffarily  obliged  to  direct  its  under¬ 
takings.  It  might  alto  be  obferved,  that  the 
objecl  of  colleges  and  of  academies,  is  very 
different ;  that  the  profelfors  ought  to  poffefs 
the  complete  knowledge  of  the  fcience  which 
they  teach,  but  that  they  have  no  charge  cf 
its  improvement ;  that  the  members  of  the  a- 
cademies,  on  the  contrary,  are  entrufted  with 
that  charge,  and  their  employment  fhould  con- 
fid:  in  fearching  after  new  faffs ;  that,  fetting 
off  from  the  fame  point,  they  direcl  their  views 
to  very  different  objeffs  j  for  the  former,  charg¬ 
ed  with  the  inflrufiion  of  youth,  and  tracing 
the  art  to  its  origin,  turn  from  the  prefent  to 
the  paft,  while  the  latter  regard  conflantly 
the  future  ;  that  thus,  the  colleges  and  aca¬ 
demies  ought  to  complete  the  circle  of  human 
life,  but  not  to  be  confounded  together  ;  for 
their  objeff  is  feparate. 

Induced  by  thefe  motives,  the  commiffion- 
ers  conclude,  that  the  Academy  of  Medicine 
plight  to  remain  diftinff  from  every  college  ; 

2  D  4  that 
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that  there  fhould  be  only  one  principal  Acade¬ 
my,  as  only  one  Academy  of  Sciences  will  be 
adopted  by  the  Nation  ;  and  that  both  thefe 
ought  to  be  placed  in  Paris. 

chap.  ir. 

Principles  of  the  Regulations  projected  for  the 

Meetings  and  Tranf actions  of  the  Academy: 

or  Society  of  Medicine. 

The  principles  here  propofed,  are  conform¬ 
able  to  thofe  of  a  plan  of  regulations,  which 
the  Society  of  Medicine  prefented  to  the  Na¬ 
tional  Alfembly,  on  the  19th  of  December 

* 

1790,  agreeably  to  a  decree  of  the  20th  Au- 
guff  preceding. 

The  fun&ions  attributed  to  the  Acade¬ 
my  of  Medicine,  {hall  be  the  following, 
viz.  1 

I.  It  {hall  hold  a  correfpondence  on  every 
thing  which  regards  the  improvement  of  the 

healing 

x  It  was  not  thought  necefTary  to  detail,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  police  or  internal  management  of  an  Aca¬ 
demy  of  Medicine.  Thefe  are  defcribed  in  the  plan  re¬ 
ferred  to. 
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healing  art,  both  with  the  councils  of  health, 
with  the  profeffors  of  the  practical  fchools  of 
the  departments,  and  with  the  mod  celebrated 
domeftic  and  foreign  phyflcians  and  furgeons, 
efpecially  with  thole  who  are  enmifled  with 
the  charge  of  treating  the  difeafes  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  in  hofpitals  and  in  the  country,  it  fhall 
puhlifh  the  hiftory  of  epidemic  difeafes.  It 
fhall  return  anfwers,  without  delay,  to  all  the 
quedions  on  public  falubrity,  which  dial!  be 
propofed  to  it  by  the  adminiftrative  bodies. 
It  fhall  fend,  when  required,  commiffioners  to 
thofe  places  where  their  prefence  may  be 
judged  ufeful.  It  fhall  examine  new  remedies, 
and  mineral  waters,  when  confulted  on  thefe 
obje&s  by  the  Adminidration.  It  fhall  puhlifh 
yearly  its  views  on  the  fubje&s,  which  fhall 
appear  to  it  to  merit,  in  a  particular  manner, 
the  attention  of  medical  practitioners ;  and  al- 
fo  the  obfervations  and  effays  which  it  fhall 
have  collected  and  approved. 

II.  The  Academy  or  Society  of  Medicine, 
fhall  confifl  of  two  great  dalles  of  members; 
one  of  which  fhall  include  the  refident,  and 
the  other  the  non-refident  members.  Into 
the  former  clafs,  fhall  be  admitted  phyficians, 

furgeons. 
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Surgeons,  and  thofe  apothecaries  and  philoso¬ 
phers,  who  are  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
Veterinary  art,  and  with  the  Sciences  conneft- 
ed  with  Medicine.  Thefe  different  members 
fhall  all  enjoy  the  fame  privileges  ;  and  their 
names  fhall  be  inferted  on  the  lift  according  to 
the  order  of  their  admiffion  into  the  Academy. 
The  clafs  of  non-refident  members  fhall  be  di¬ 
vided  into  two  orders,  comprehending  the  do- 
meftic  and  foreign  members. 

III.  Among  the  number  of  phyficians,  Sur¬ 
geons,  apothecaries,  or  philoSophers,  who  fhall 
have  Sent  effays  or  observations,  the  Academy 
(hall  diftinguifh  thofe  who  may  have  Shewn 
the  greateft  zeal  and  care  to  afford  it  informa¬ 
tion  on  every  thing  which  relates  to  its  under¬ 
takings;  and  fhall  ele<ft  them  correspondent 
members. 

IV.  The  office-bearers  of  the  Academy 
fhall  con  Sift  of  a  director,  and  vice  director, 
who  fhall  be  renewed  annually,  and  a  Secre¬ 
tary  and  treafurer.  The  director  fhall  preSide 
in  the  academy  ;  he  fhall  regulate  the  deliber¬ 
ations,  and  the  order  in  which  the  paper  fhall 
be  read  ;  and  he  fhall  nominate  the  commit¬ 
tees* 
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tees,  except  on  important  occafions,  when  they 
fhail  be  elected  by  ballot. 

V.  In  order  to  make  its  inveftigations  more 
particularly  known,  and  to  announce  and  dif- 
tribute  its  prizes,  the  Academy  of  Medicine 
fhail  hold  annually  two  public  meetings,  at 
which  the  fecretary  fhali  read  the  euiogiums 
of  thofe  members  who  (hall  have  died  during 
the  year.  Other  members  fhail  read  effays, 
whi<?h  fhail  be  adapted  as  much  as  poffible  to 
the  capacities  of  the  majority  of  the  audience. 

VI.  The  fobjects  which  the  Academy  of 
Medicine,  fhail  confider  as  fufceptible  of  dif- 
cuffion  or  invefligation,  fhail  be  remitted  to 
committees,  who  fhail  give  in  a  report,  in  writ¬ 
ing,  of  the  different  fubje&s  which  have  been 
entrufled  to  their  examination.  One  of  thefe 
committees  fhail  be  appropriated  to  objects  of 
public  falubrity  ;  a  fecond  fhail  arrange  every¬ 
thing  relative  to  the  prizes;  and  a  third  fhail 
rake  cognizance  of  the  works  which  the  Aca¬ 
demy  fhail  publifh. 

VII.  A  majority  of  votes  of  the  refident 
members  fhail  be  neceffary  in  the  election  of 
the  office-bearers,  and  of  the  members  of  the 

Academy. 
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Academy.  In  other  ele&ions,  the  majoriiyof 
thofe  prefent  fhall  be  fufficient. 

VIII.  Among  the  inveftigations,  effays, 
and  experiments,  which  the  Academy  of  Me¬ 
dicine  fhall  judge  conducive  to  improve  the 
moft  ellential,  and  the  lead  underltocd  parts 
of  the  healing  art,  it  (hall  point  out  thofe 
which  fhall  appear  of  the  greatefl  importance, 
and  for  which  it  fhall  require  particular  affifl- 
anee;  and  it  fhall  fubmit  to  the  National  Af- 
fembly  the  plan  of  that  affiflance  :  If  the  Af- 
fembly  order  it,  that  plan  fhall  be  immediate¬ 
ly  put  in  execution  ;  and  an  accurate  account 

« 

of  it  fhall  be  rendered  to  the  AfTembly,  in 
writing,  in  the  following  year.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  Society  fhall  prefent  another  plan 
for  new  refearches,  forming  an  uninterrupted 
courfe  of  obfervations  and  experiments,  which 
fhall  be  made  public,  in  order  that  the  com¬ 
mittees  or  councils  of  health,  and  all  the  prac¬ 
titioners  of  medicine  in  general,  may  give 
their  advice  on  the  fubjeft,  and  may  unite 
their  endeavours  to  thofe  of  the  members  of 
the  xVcademy,  to  accelerate  the  improvement 
of  the  healing  art. 


IX. 
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IX.  The  refearches  and  obfervations  which 

fp 

fhall  be  undertaken  for  the  improvement  of 
the  art,  fhall  be  made  particularly  in  the  hof- 
pitals  accommodated  for  teaching  Clinical  Me¬ 
dicine,  where  there  will  be  expert  profefifors, 
attentive  obfervers,  and  numerous  pupils, 
ready  to  execute  every  thing  which  fhall  be 
prefcribed  to  them.  If  the  experiments  are 
fuccefsful,  the  profeffors  of  the  Fra&icai  or 

4 

Clinical  fchools  of  the  departments,  and  the 
phyficians  of  the  great  hofpitals,  fhall  be  in¬ 
formed  of  them.  Thefe  experiments,  repeat¬ 
ed  by  them  with  the  greatefl  precautions,  and 
all  at  the  fame  time,  will  confirm  or  overturn 
the  original  expe&ations.  Every  thing  which 
the  profeffors  of  the  Clinical  fchools,  and  the 
phyficians  of  the  hofpitals,  fhall  have  firfl  ob- 
ferved,  fhall  be  in  like  manner  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  Academy ;  and  in  this  way,  a  cor- 
refppndence  on  pra&ical  fubje&s  will  be  efta- 
blifhed,  from  which  the  greatefl  advantages 
for  the  advancement  of  medicine  will  refuit. 

X.  The  Academy  fhall  publifh  volumes  or 
colle&ions  of  its  tranfa&ions,  which  fhall  be 
divided  into  two  parts ;  the  firfl  of  which  fhall 
contain  the  hiflory  of  its  tranfa&ions  5  and  the 
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fecond,  the  eflays  which  it  (hail  collet  and 
approve. 

The  principal  fubje&s  of  thcfe  volumes  fhall 
be,  i.  The  accounts  of  public  meetings.  2. 
The  announcement  and  diftrihution  of  prizes. 
3.  The  hiftorical  eulogiums  of  deceafed  mem- 
bers.  4,  The  meteorological  obfervations. 
5.  Medical  topography.  6.  The  defcription 
of  endemic  and  epidemic  difeafes,  and  of  the 
epidemics  of  cattle.  7.  Obfervations  on  the 
practice  of  pbyfic,  and  on  chirurgical  difeafes. 
8.  Anatomical  remarks.  9.  Inveftigations  on 
the  feat  of  difeafes.  10.  Medical  Chemiftry. 
11.  The  examination  of  new  medicines.  12. 
The  analyfis  and  properties  of  mineral  and  me¬ 
dicinal  waters.  13.  Botany,  and  the  natural 
hi  (lory  of  the  fubftances  which  ferve  for  ali¬ 
ment  or  medicine.  14.  Obfervations  on  ge¬ 
neral  philofophy  applicable  to  medicine. 

XI.  Among  the  e flays  and  obfervations 
which  the  Academy  fhall  colledf,  fome  may  be 
publifhed  in  whole,  others  in  an  abridged 
itatc  ;  and  it  will  be  neceflary  to  keep  fome 
to  be  united  to  invefligations  on  the  fame  fub- 
je&.  The  meteorological  obfervations,  topo¬ 
graphical  eflays,  deferiptions  of  epidemic  dif- 
♦ 

eafes, 
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eafes,  and  thofc  of  the  prevailing  difeafes  or 
the  year,  (hall  be  kept  for  that  purpofe.  The 
obfervations  on  the  pra&ice  of  phyfic,  con- 
trafled  with  analagous  fa£s,  will,  by  this  means, 
acquire  a  new  value.  The  fecretary  of  the 
Academy  of  Medicine,  fhail  therefore  preferve 
carefully  thefe  different  papers,  the  titles  of 
which  fhail  be  entered  on  the  regifler,  when¬ 
ever  they  are  received.  After  a  certain  time, 
and  at  (fated '  terms,  the  commutes  named 
by  the  Academy,  (hall  examine  the  general 
repofitory  of  correfpondence  ;  they  fhail  di¬ 
vide  the  obfervations  and  efTays  into  feveral 
parts,  each  of  which  (hall  be  remitted  to  one 
of  the  members,  who  (hall  be  charged  to 
make  out  a  conne&ed  vrork  on  the  principal 
fubjeft  of  thefe  eflays  and  obfervations,  while, 
at  the  fame  time,  he  fhail  do  juftice  to  each  of 
the  authors;  to  exhibit  the  prefent  (fate  of 
the  fcience ;  and  to  point  out  what  (fill  re¬ 
mains  to  be  done  on  the  part,  with  the  exa¬ 
mination  of  which  he  was  entruffed. 

X-II.  The  Academy  of  Medicine  fhail  pro¬ 
cure  all  the  works,  both  national  and  foreign, 
which  (hall  be  publifhed  on  medicine ;  and  a 
particular  and  minute  account  fhail  be  given 

at 
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at  its  meetings,  of  thofe  which  contain  the 
obfervations  and  efiays  mod  conducive  to 
accelerate  the  progrefs  of  the  healing  art. 


Principles  of  the  Plan  contained  in  this  Worh 

I.  Medicine  and  furgery  {hall,  in  future, 
be  taught  in  the  fame  fchools.  The  medical 
and  chirurgical  dudents  {hall  be  fubje&ed  to 
the  fame  trials.  The  pra&itioners  of  medi¬ 
cine  and  furgery,  {hall  enjoy  the  fame  privi¬ 
leges;  and  {hall  all  be  denominated  phyficians. 

II.  Medicine  and  furgery  {hall  be  taught 
by  public  profeffors,  and  by  private  teachers, 
and  in  the  various  hofpitals  of  the  kingdom, 
which  {hall  be  properly  regulated  for  that  pur- 
pofe. 

III.  Complete  courfes  of  le&ures  on  the 
healing  art,  {hall  be  delivered  in  colleges, 
where  all  the  departments  of  the  profeflion 
{hall  be  configned  to  ten  profelfors. 

IV.  Six  of  thefe  profelfors  (hall  teach  the 
preliminary,  and  direft  theoretical  fciences  5 
and  four  {hall  undertake  to  explain  the  prac- 
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dee  of  medicine  and  furgery,  in  an  hofpital 
fubfervient  to  that  purpofe.  None  of  thefe 
public  profeifors  lhall  be  allowed  to  teach  pri¬ 
vately. 

V.  The  profeifors  (hall,  in  future,  lecture 
in  the  French  language,  in  order  that  the 
means  of  inltru&ion  may  be  more  accellible 

than  they  have  hitherto  been. 

_  '  ’  *  } 

VI.  The  fix  profeifors  of  the  theoretical 

fciences,  (hall  receive  from  the  State  equal  fa- 
laries.  But  as  the  four  profeifors  of  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  phyfic  and  furgery,  mull  necelfarily 
fpend  a  great  part  of  each  day  in  the  clinical 
fchool,  they  (hall  have  double  the  fum  as  fa- 
laries,  which  the  other  profeifors  enjoy. 

VII.  The  pupils  lhall  pay  fees  to  the  pro- 
felfors  whofe  le&ures  they  attend.  Proper 
meafures  lhall  be  adopted,  that  the  total  of 
that  expenditure,  during  the  whole  time  of 
their  ftudies,  lhall  not  exceed  the  fum  of  500 
livres  for  each  lludent. 

VIII.  The  pupils  who  lhall  not  be  in  a  con¬ 
dition  to  pay,  lhall  be  prefented,  and  have 
their  expences  defrayed,  by  the  departments ; 
and  lhall  be  permitted  to  attend  the  claifes 
gratis. 

Vol.  VIL  Dec. II.  2  E  IX; 
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IX.  Each  college  (hall  be  compofed  of  ten 
profeffors  and  a  fecretary. 

X.  The  profeffors  {hall  e!e&  from  among 
themfelves,  a  prefident,  who  {hall  be  renewed 
every  fix  months  1 ;  and  the  rank  which  each 
profeffor  fhall  hold  next  to  him,  {hall  be  afcer- 
rained  by  his  feniority  in  the  profefforfhip. 

XI.  Every  thing  which  relates  to  the 
management  of  the  claifes,  {hall  be  regu¬ 
lated  by  the  profeffors :  they  {hall,  however, 
exercife  no  power  out  of  the  college,  either 
over  the  other  medical  pra&itioners,  or  over 
the  hudents,  who  ought  to  be  governed  by  the 
public  police. 

XII.  There  {hall  be  formed  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  dire&ories  of  the  departments,  within 
the  jurifdi&ion  of  which  the  college  {hall  be 
eftablifhed,  a  committee  or  council,  charged 
with  the  infpe&ion  of  every  thing  which  re¬ 
lates  to  public  teaching;  into  which,  there 
lhall  always  be  admitted  a  fufficient  number  of 
phyficians,  ele&ed  from  among  thofe  of  the 
jurifdi&ion  of  the  college.  s  That  committee 

{hall 

1  Or  every  year. 

1  Thefe  are  the  phyficians  who  have  been  formerly 
defcribed  under  the  title  of  cenfors  of  the  college*, 
which  they  will,  in  fa&,  have  the  charge  of  infpe&ing, 

along 
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thall  take  care,  that  the  laws  and  regulations 
fhall  be  obferved.  It  fhall  fee,  that  the  pro- 
feflors  are  afliduous ;  it  fliall  attend,  when  ne- 
ccflary,  to  the  complaints  of  the  fludents ;  and 
fhall,  at  the  conclufion  of  its  duty,  render  a 
public  account  of  the  commiflion  with  which 
it  fliall  have  been  charged. 

XIII.  The  phyflcians  who  fhall  be  members 
of  the  committee  of  public  inftru&ion,  fliall 
be  chofen  by  an  electoral  body,  formed  of  the 
ele&ors  of  the  deparments,  in  the  jurifdi&ion 
of  which  the  medical  college  fliall  be  eftablifh- 
ed,  and  of  a  certain  number  of  phyflcians,  3 
elected  from  among  thofe  of  the  jurifdi&ion 
of  the  college,  who  fliall  be  convened  every 
fecond  year  for  that  purpofe, 

2  E2  XIV, 

along  with  the  other  members  of  that  committee.  The 
committee  of  the  National  Affembly,  appointed  to  fuper- 
intend  the  concerns  of  the  poor,  has,  in  like  manner,  pro- 
pofed,  to  place  in  the  vicinity  of  the  departments,  an 
agency,  or  committee,  charged  to  judge  of  the  afiiflance 
which  fhould  be  afforded  to  the  poor  of  tciwns  and  of  the 
country. 

3  It  is  impofiible  to  be  more  particular,  till  the  prin¬ 
ciples  by  which  inftru&ion  in  general  fliall  be  regulated, 
fee  afcertained  by  the  National  Affembly. 
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XIV.  There  fhall  be  five  medical  colleges 
in  the  kingdom  ;  of  which,  one  fhall  be  efta- 
blifhed  at  Paris,  one  at  Montpellier,  one  at 
Bourdeaux,  a  fourth  at  Nantes,  or  at  Rennes, 
and  the  fifth  at  Strafbourg,  or  at  Nancy,  Di¬ 
jon,  or  Befancon. 

XV.  The  eighty-three  departments  fhall  be 
divided  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  form  circles 
for  each  of  the  colleges,  nearly  equal  in  ex¬ 
tent,  which  will  ferve  to  afcertain  the  mode  of 
convening  the  phyficians  in  certain  cafes  of 
ele&ion;  and  fhall  not  otherwife  be  binding, 
either  with  refpeft  to  the  fludies,  or  the  con¬ 
ferring  of  degrees. 

XVI.  All  the  profeffors  fhall  be  chofen  by 
a  competition. 

XVII.  There  fhall  be  five  examinators  or 
judges  of  the  competition  ;  two  of  whom  fhall 
always  be  chofen  from  among  the  profeffors 
of  the  college,  and  three  from  among  the 
phyficians  of  its  jurifdi&ion. 

XVIII.  The  five  judges  fhall  be  chofen  by 
the  ele&oral  body  mentioned.  No.  XIII. 

XIX.  The  prefident  of  the  department, 
three  members  of  the  directory,  and,  at  leaf!, 
three  members  of  the  committee  of  public  in- 

ftru&ion* 
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ftrufiion,  1  (hall  attend  the  meetings  and  bu- 
finefs  of  the  competitions,  and  (hall  lign  the 
minutes  of  them. 

XX.  The  queftions  and  anfwers  (hall,  like 
the  le&ures  and  demonftrations,  he  in  the 
French  language  ;  and  fliall  always  be  propof- 
ed,  and  received,  in  public. 

XXI.  The  examination  in  the  competition, 
{hall  confift  of  written  queftions,  to  which 
the  competitors  fliall  anfwer  viva  voce . 

XXII.  Thefe  queftions  fhall  be  contrived 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  comprehend  the  whole 
extent  of  the  fcience  which  fhall  form  the  fub- 
je<ft  of  examination.  Each  competitor  fliall 
anfwer  twelve  queflions. 

XXIII.  When  all  the  competitors  fliall  have 
anfwered  the  queftions,  the  choice  fliall  be  de¬ 
cided  by  three  ballots.  The  firft  fliall  be  that 
of  the  three  judges ;  the  fecond,  that  of  the 
ftudents  who  have  pafled  with  approbation 
the  two  firft  examinations ;  and  the  third,  that 
of  the  competitors  themfelves.  The  majority 
of  fuffrages  of  the  ftudents  fliall  be  reckoned 
one  vote  ;  that  of  the  competitors  fliall  have 

2  E  3  the 

*  Thefe  are  denominated,  in  page  228,  &c.  confers 
of  the  college. 
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the  fame  value  ;  and  tliefe  two  votes  {hall  be 
balanced  with  thofe  of  the  five  judges. 

XX  SV.  The  competitor,  ia  whole  favour 
there  fliall  be  the  greateft  number  of  votes, 
{hall  be  proclaimed  profeffor  ;  and  his  name 
fliall  be  p  re  fen  ted  to  the  King,  from  whom 
he  fliall  receive  a  commiflion. 

XXV.  Every  profeffor  may  be  replaced, 
after  having  cxercifed  his  functions  for  twelve 
years. 

XXVI.  Ccnfequcntly,  when  that  period  has 
elapfed,  five  judges  (hall  be  chofen  by  the  e- 
le&oral  body.  (XIII.)  ;  and  the  fludents,  who 
fliall  have  paffed  with  approbation  the  two 
firll  examinations,  fliall  be  affembled. 

XXVII.  The  five  judges  and  the  fludents, 
fliall  vote  by  feparate  ballots,  to  determine  if 
there  ought  to  be  a  new  competition.  In  ba- 

A  + 

lancing  the  votes,  the  majority  of  thofe  of  the 
fludents  fliall  be  reckoned  one;  and  the  pro¬ 
feffor  fliall  continue  to  perform  the  functions 
of  his  chair,  if  two  thirds  of  the  votes  do  not 
concur  for  a  new  competition. 

XXVIII.  j  here  fliall  be  no  regulations  re- 
fpe&ing  the  order  or  duration  of  fludy,  for 
thele  cannot  be  fixed  by  any  rule  which  is  ap- 
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plicable  to  every  fludent ;  and  therefore,  can 
only  be  fuggefted  by  way  of  advice. 

XXIX.  The  Students  fliall  not.  therefore  be 
obliged,  either  to  attend  the  different  profef- 
fors,  or  to  produce  certificates  of  ffudy.  In 
whatever  place,  or  in  whatever  fehools  they 
may  have  ftudied,  they  fliall  be  equally  ad¬ 
mitted  to  examination;  for  on  fuch  occafions, 
nothing  ought  to  be  confidered  but  know¬ 
ledge. 

XXX.  The  examinations  of  fiudents  (hall 
always  be  carried  on  in  public,  and  after  having 
been  announced  by  advertisements  written  in 
the  French  language. 

XXXI.  The  examinations  fliall  always  be 
gratis  ;  and  the  profeflors  fliall  not  be  allowed, 
under  any  pretext  whatever,  any  fees  for  their 
trouble  on  fuch  occafions. 

XXXII.  In  every  medical  coliege,  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  courSes  for  the  year,  three 
examinations  in  fuccefiion,  fliall  be  appointed. 
The  two  firft:  fliall  refpeft  the  theory  of  me¬ 
dicine,  and  the  third  the  pra&ice  of  phyfic. 

XXXill.  The  examination  on  the  pra&ice 
of  phyfic,  fliall  be  held  in  the  hofpital  in  which 
the  clinical  School  is  efhblilked ;  and  it  alone 

2  E  4  fliall 
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fhall  continue,  at  lead,  as  long  as  the  two  firft 
examinations  put  together. 

XXXIV.  Thefe  examinations  fhall  be  car¬ 
ried  on  in  the  French  language,  and  fhall  be 
confined  to  the  effential  and  fundamental  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  healing  art.  The  queftions  fhall 
be  difpofed  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  compre¬ 
hend  the  principal  departments  of  the  fcience 
on  which  the  ftudents  ought  to  be  examined. 
The  anfwers  to  thefe  queftions,  fhall  be  made 
chiefly  in  writing. 

XXXV.  The  profeffors  fhall  proceed  with¬ 
out  delay,  in  prefence  of  one  of  the  members 
of  the  directory  of  the  department,  and  of 
three  members  of  the  committee  of  public  in- 
ftru&ion,  to  the  examination  of  the  written 
anfwers  returned  by  the  ftudents.  The  judge¬ 
ment  of  the  profeffors  fhall  be  alfo  in  writing, 
and  fhall  contain  the  reafons  for  the  decifion  : 
it  fhall  be  read  in  public ;  and  after  that  judg¬ 
ment,  the  ftudents  fhall  be  paffed  or  remitted 
lo  a  fubfequent  examination. 

XXXVI.  The  ftudents  may  require  from 
the  prdident  of  the  college,  an  attefted  copy 
of  their  anfwers,  and  of  the  judgment  of  the 
■  examiaatora. 

t  -  ;  ...  .  » 
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XXXVil.  The  writing  which  fhall  confth 
tute  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  fliall 
be  couched  in  the  mod  fimple  ftyle  ;  and  fhall 
be  in  the  fame  form  for  every  candidate.  1 

XXXVIII.  Each  candidate  fliall  take  the 
civic  oath,  before  he  can  be  proclaimed  phy- 
fician. 

XXXIX.  At  the  end  of  the  examinations, 
the  profeffors  fhall  note  down  on  the  regifters 
of  the  college,  the  names  of  thofe  fludents 
who  fhall  have  anfwered  bell ;  and  the  various 
employments  of  the  laboratories,  of  the  lib¬ 
rary,  of  the  botanic  garden,  and  of  the  clini¬ 
cal  wards,  fliall  be  diflributed  among  them,  in 
proportion  to  their  induflry,  and  to  the 
branches  of  knowledge,  to  which  they  may 
have  principally  attached  themfelves. 

XL.  As  one  of  the  principal  advantages  of 
a  reform  in  the  medical  department  ought  to 

be, 

1  The  regulations  of  the  college  of  Munfter,  which 
are  of  a  very  late  date,  eitablifh  a  contrary  practice. 
The  ph'yficians  there,  are  diliributed  into  feveral  orders ; 
to  each  of  which,  a  peculiar  form  of  degree  is  appropri¬ 
ated.  The  commiflioners  of  the  Society  of  Medicine 
„  have  thought,  that  it  is  of  great  confequence  to  avoid 
fuch  clafiifications,  which  become  the  fources  of  rivalihips 
and  fmvmofjties,  for  which  the  public  too  often  fuffersa 
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be,  to  diftribute  proper  affiance  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  country,  each  department  fhall 
be  authorifed  to  eflablifh,  in  one  of  the  hofpi- 
tals  the  bell  organized  within  its  jurifdiCfion, 
a  pra&ical  fchool,  where  the  phyficians  appro¬ 
priated  to  that  purpofe,  fhall  be  particularly 
educated. 

XLI.  The  phyfician,  furgeon,  and  apothe¬ 
cary  of  that  hofpital,  fhall  be  able  to  teach,  in 
that  practical  fchool,  the  true  fundamental 
principles  of  the  healing  art. 

XLII.  The  befb  informed  medical  practition¬ 
ers  fhall  be  appointed  to  form  elementary 
treatifes  on  the  different  branches  of  the  fci- 
ence  of  Medicine,  which  fhall  be  chiefly  de¬ 
igned  for  rendering  the  mode  of  teaching 
them  more  uniform  and  more  eafy. 

XL1II.  There  fhall  be  eflablifhed  in  all  the 
hofpitals  organized  for  publicly  teaching  me¬ 
dicine,  burfaries,  or  gratuitous  places ;  into 
which,  both  the  medical  fludents  1  educated 
at  the  expence  of  the  departments,  and  thofe 
whofe  parents  can  maintain  them  there,  by 
paying  a  moderate  board,  fhall  be  admitted. 

Thefe 

1  It  muft  be  here  remembered,  that  Medicine  and 
Surgery  are  in  future  infeparable. 
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Thefe  pupils  fliall  be  inflrucled,  lodged,  and 
boarded,  in  thofe  hofpitals,  and  they  (hall  there 
perform  all  the  ufeful  duties  about  the  perfons 
pf  the  patients. 

XLIV.  When  the  (ladies  of  thefe  pupils 
are  fufficiently  well  advanced,  they  fliall  re¬ 
pair  to  one  of  the  medical  colleges,  either  to 
complete  their  education  by  means  of  burfa- 
ries  or  gratuitous  places,  inflituted  in  the  cli¬ 
nical  fchools  of  the  college,  if  they  fliall  have 
merited  thefe,  or  to  undergo  the  examinations 
preferibed  by  law,  and  to  be  there  pafled  as 
phy  ficians. 

XLV,  The  indigent  fick,  both  in  the  cities 
and  in  the  country,  fliall  receive,  in  their  own 
houfes,  the  afliflance  of  the  Adminiflration  as 
much  as  poflible  ;  and  the  phyficians  appoint¬ 
ed  to  attend  them,  fliall  be  placed  in  the  can¬ 
tons  for  the  country,  in  the  quarters  which 
fliall  be  formed  by  circles  for  the  towns,  and 
in  the  chief  cities  of  the  diAridt  and  the  de¬ 
partment. 

XLVI.  The  phyficians  of  the  cantons  and 
pf  the  quarters,  fliall  p radii fe  every  branch 
of  medicine  and  of  furgery.  They  fliall  take 
charge  of  the  treatment  of  epidemic  and  popu¬ 
lar 
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lar  difeafes.  They  {hall  pradife  midwifery,  and 
{hall  inoculate.  They  fhall  fuperintend  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  foundling  children  at  nurfe. 
They  fhall  have  remitted  to  them  by  the  ad- 
miniftrative  bodies,  a  lift  of  the  indigent  Tick, 
whom  they  ought  to  viftt  gratis.  They  fhall 
inregifter  their  obfervations,  and  {hall  hold  a 
correfpondence  on  the  different  fubjeds  of 
their  attention,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
cafe,  with  the  phyficians  of  the  diftrid,  or 
with  the  councils  of  health  of  the  departments, 
or  with  the  academy  of  medicine. 

XLVII.  In  each  city  of  every  diftri6b,  a 
phyfician  fhall  be  always  in  readinefs  to  repair 
to  any  part  where  his  prefence  may  be  judged 
nfeful,  whether  his  advice  be  afked  by  the 
phyficians  of  the  cantons,  or  he  be  requir¬ 
ed  by  the  directory,  for  fome  objed  of  pu¬ 
blic  falubrity. 

XLVIII.  The  phyficians  of  the  city  where 
the  department  {hall  be  fituated,  (hall  form  a 
council  of  health,  which  fhall  meet  whenever 
it  {hall  be  convened  by  the  diredory,  to  de¬ 
termine  on  the  aftiftance  neceffary  in  cafes  of 
epidemics,  or  on  any  other  fubjed  relating  to 
the  health  of  the  peoplef  The  municipalities 

of 
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of  great  cities,  may  alfo  eftabliffi  fimilar  coun¬ 
cils  or  committees,  for  the  obje&s  of  public 
falubrity. 

XL1X.  In  difficult  cafes,  the  cantons  and 
diftri&s  ihall  demand  affiftance  from  the  coun¬ 
cils  of  health  of  the  department,  the  members 
of  which  {hall  repair,  when  required,  to  the 
places  where  their  prefence  may  be  deemed 
ufeful ;  and  all  of  thefe  may  apply  to  the  a- 
cademy  of  medicine. 

L.  The  medicines  appropriated  for  the  ufe 
of  the  indigent  fick,  {hall  be  kept  and  fent  in 
boxes,  the  appearance  of  which  {hall  be  well 
known  ;  and  the  Procureur-Syndic  {hall  fur- 
niffi  thefe,  in  proportion  as  they  are  required. 

LI.  In  every  clinical  or  pra&ical  fchool, 
both  of  the  colleges  and  of  the  departments, 
one  of  the  profeffors,  well  acquainted  with  the 
art  of  midwifery,  {hail  be  particularly  appoint¬ 
ed  to  teach  the  pra&ice  of  that  art  to  mid¬ 
wives,  who  {hall  not  be  allowed  to  pra&ife, 
unlefs  they  have  fubmitted  to  a  public  exa¬ 
mination  before  the  profeffors  of  thefe  fchools. 
When  paffed,  they  may  exercife  their  profef- 
ilon  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  king- 
.dom* 
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LII.  A  catalogue  of  all  the  regular  and  re- 
fident  midwives  in  the  different  cantons  and 
diftrhfts,  1  (hall  be  made  out.  They  fhall  be 
provided  with  a  lift  of  the  poor  women  whom 
they  fhall  attend  gratis ;  and  they  fhall  be 
paid,  from  the  public  fund,  a  certain  fum  for 
each  delivery. 

LIII.  The  hofpitals  of  the  kingdom  in  which 
there  fhall  be  no  eftablifhed  clinical  fchool, 
fhall,  neverthelefs,  be  arranged  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  as  to  afford  to  the  ftudents,  every  poffi- 

ble 

1  The  Society  of  Medicine,  having  defired  to  know 
the  ftate  of  midwives  in  France,  requefted,  in  the  year 
1786,  the  minifter  to  engage  Mefiieurs  the  Intendants 
of  the  provinces,  to  furnifh  it  with  all  the  neceffary  in¬ 
formation  on  that  important  fubjedt.  That  this  under¬ 
taking  might  be  executed  in  an  uniform  manner,  tables, 
confifting  of  four  columns,  were  printed.  Thefe  were  re¬ 
quired  to  contain,  in  the  firft  column,  the  place  of 
refidence  of  the  midwives ;  in  the  fecond,  their  names 
and  ages ;  in  the  third,  the  fchools  where  they  were 
taught ;  and  in  the  fourth,  obfervations  on  the  manner 
in  which  they  performed  their  functions. 

Fram  the  examination  of  all  thefe  tables  which  have 
been  tranfmitted  to  the  Society,  with  the  anfwers  of  the 

IntendantSj 
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ble  opportunity  of  acquiring  inftru&ion  by  ob- 
fervation.  Confequently,  the  regulation  of 
the  wards,  the  vifits  of  the  phyficians,  and  the 
didribution  of  the  pupils,  fliall  be  difpofed  ac¬ 
cording  to  thcfe  views.  In  this  manner,  every 
thing  which  (hall  be  done  for  the  relief  of 
mankind,  will  be  made  to  advance  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  healing  art. 

L1V.  Befides  the  ordinary  hofpitals,  par¬ 
ticular  ones  (hall  be  appropriated  for  the 
reception  of  perfons  affe&ed  with  contagi¬ 
ous  difeafes ;  for  that  of  pregnant  and  lying- 
in  women  ;  for  the  pra&ice  of  inoculation, 
and  for  the  treatment  of  lunatics.  There  (hall 
alfo  be  hofpitals  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mod 
powerful  mineral  waters. 

LV.  There  (hall  alfo  be  particular  hofpi¬ 
tals  in  the  fea-port  towns  and  garrifoned  cities, 
for  the  reception  of  failors  and  foldiers ;  and 
in  thefe,  pra&ical  fchools  (hall  be  edablilhed. 

LVI. 

Intendants,  it  appears,  ijl,  That  feveral  extenfive  can¬ 
tons  are  not  fupplied  with  midwives  ;  and,  idly,  that  the 
greateft  number  of  thofe  who  pra&ife  midwifery,  have 
not  ftudied  the  art  regularly  ;  that  they  have  only  learned 
it  from  the  midwives  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  that 
they  pradtife  it  without  judgment. 
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LVI.  The  phyficians,  Surgeons,  and  apo¬ 
thecaries  of  hofpitals,  fliall  be  admitted  in* 
to  the  council  of  adminiftration  of  thefe  infli- 
rutions,  and  fliall  have  the  privilege  of  voting 
there. 

i 

LVIL  In  future,  no  perfon  lhall  be  permit¬ 
ted  to  afiilme  the  title,  nor  to  perform  the  func¬ 
tions  of  phyfician,  unlefs  he  fliall  have  been 
pafled  by  one  of  the  five  medical  colleges. 

LVI1I.  All  thofe  who  are  pafled  by  the 
five  colleges,  fliall  have  the  privilege  of  prac- 
tifing  and  teaching  medicine  and  furgery 
throughout  the  whole  kingdom. 

L1X.  In  order  to  be  permitted  to  pradlife 
In  any  municipality,  it  will  be  fufficient  to 
prefent  the  degree  of  Doctor,  to  be  examined 
by  the  municipal  body ;  who,  after  having 
afcertained  its  validity,  fliall  infert  the  name 
of  him  to  whom  it  belongs,  in  the  catalogue 
of  the  phyficians  of  the  place. 

LX.  The  fun&ions  relating  to  public  Salu¬ 
brity,  fliall  be  conferred  on  phyficians,  in  the 
two  following  ways : 

i y?,  Thofe  who  ought  to  be  appointed  to  ex* 
amine  medical  fubftances,  to  attend  the  indi¬ 
gent  fick,  and  to  treat  popular  and  epidemic 

difcafes. 
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eafes ;  thofe  who  ought  to  pra&ife  in  hofpitals 
where  no  clinical  fchool  is  edabliflicd,  and 

> 

thofe  who  fhall  make  reports  on  judicial  cafes, 
fhall  be  nominated  by  ballot,  by  the  members 
of  the  bodies  to  whom  the  right  of  regulating 
thefe  different  objecls  may  belong. 

2 dly.  The  phyficians  and  furgeons  of  the 
hofpitals  where  fchools  for  the  pra&ice  of  me¬ 
dicine  fhall  have  been  eftablifhed  by  the  de¬ 
partments,  fhall  be  chofen  by  an  ele&oral  bo¬ 
dy,  formed  of  a  certain  number  of  electors  of 
the  department,  and  of  a  certain  number  of 
phyficians  elected  from  among  thofe  within  its 
jurifdi&ion,  who  fhall  be  affembled  for  that 
purpofe. 

LXI.  There  fhall,  in  future,  be  no  inter¬ 
mediate  office  in  hofpitals,  between  that  of 
the  phyficians  and  furgeons,  and  that  of  the 
pupils ;  and  as  the  mode  of  appointing  them 
ought  to  be  the  fame  for  all,  the  place  of 
Gagnant  Maitrife  fhall  be  abolifhed. 

LXII.  The  phyficians  and  furgeons  of  hos¬ 
pitals,  fhall,  after  having  had  charge  of  them 
*» 

for  1 2  years,  fubmit  to  a  new  ele&ion ;  but 
they  may  be  continued  in  office.  No  one  can 
Vql>  VII.  Dec.  XL  2  F  be 
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be  elected  to  thefe  places,  unlefs  he  obtain  the 

majority  of  votes. 

LXIII.  The  art  of  pharmacy  (hall  be  taught 
in  the  five  medical  colleges,  and  in  the  prac¬ 
tical  fchools  of  the  departments ;  and  the  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  pupils  who  fliall  have  ftudied 
it,  1  (hall  take  place,  either  in  one  of  the  five 
colleges,  and  fliall  be  made  by  the  profeflors, 
to  whom  a  number  of  apothecaries,  to  be  af¬ 
terwards  determined,  {hall  be  conjoined  for 
thatpurpofe  ;  or  in  the  pra&ical  fchools  of  the 
departments,  where  apothecaries  fhall  be,  in 
the  fame  manner,  conjoined  to  the  profefiors 
of  thefe  fchools.  Thefe  apothecaries  lhall  be 
chofen  by  ballot,  by  the  directories  of  the  de¬ 
partments,  in  the  jurifdi&ion  of  which  the. ex¬ 
amination  fhall  be  held. 

LXiV.  The  method  to  be  obferved  in  thefe 
examinations,  both  with  refpedf  to  the  que- 
fiions  and  the  talk  which  the  pupils  muft  per¬ 
form,  fliall  be  the  fame  as  that  prefcribed  for 

the 

*  It  is  particularly  by  attending  apothecaries  (hops,  that 
thefe  pupils  can  be  inftrufted.  But  as  knowledge  ought 
to  be  the  foie  title  which  fhould  be  carried  to  an  examin¬ 
ation,  it  was  not  thought  expedient  to  prefcribe  to  thema 
either  the  mode  or  time  of  apprentieelhip  or  ftudy. 
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the  fludents  of  medicine,  agreeably  to  regula¬ 
tions  on  that  fubjeCl,  which  lhall  be  made  out 
on  the  fame  principles. 

LXV.  The  apothecaries  who  (hall  be  legal¬ 
ly  pafled,  {hall  have  the  privilege  of  exercifing 
their  profeflion  throughout  the  whole  king¬ 
dom. 

LXVI.  The  phyficians,  furgeons,  and  apo¬ 
thecaries,  fliall  no  longer  form  corporations, 
as  every  individual  ought  to  praClife  his  profef¬ 
lion  under  the  foie  protection  of  the  laws. 

LXV1I.  The  fale  and  preparation  of  me¬ 
dicines,  both  fimple  and  compound,  and  the 
fale  of  mineral  wraters,  fliall  be  entrufled  ex- 
clufively,  with  the  precautions  fuggefted  in  the 
particular  regulations  on  thefe  fubje&s,  to  the 
legal  apothecaries.  But  it  is  underflood,  that 
this  fhall  not  affeCl  the  rights  of  the  proprie¬ 
tors  of  mineral  fprings,  nor  the  fale  of  mixed 
fubftances,  which  are  not  purely  pharmaceu- 

1 

tic  ;  and  for  which,  particular  regulations  fhall 
be  enabled. 

LXV1II.  The  fimple  drugs,  neverthelefs; 
which  form  articles  of  commerce,  fhall  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  fold  at  fairs,  and  in  wholefale  by 
the  merchants,  on  condition  that  they  fliall 

2  F  2  fubmitf 
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fubmit  to  have  their  drugs  properly  examin¬ 
ed,  that  their  hate  and  quality  may  be  afcer- 
tained. 

LXIX.  The  drugs  expofed  to  fale  at  fairs, 
•(hall  be  examined  before  the  fairs  begin,  by 
commiffioners  appointed  for  that  purpofe. 
Commiffioners  (hall  alfo  be  nominated,  to  in- 
fpe<d  the  warehoufes  of  drug  merchants,  and 
the  (hops  of  apothecaries,  both  in  the  towns 
and  in  the  country. 

LXX.  The  adminidrative  bodies  (hall  adopt 
meafures  for  having  the  mod  efficacious  medi¬ 
cal  fubflances  prepared  publicly  in  great  labo¬ 
ratories,  in  thofe  cities  where  the  medical  col¬ 
leges  are  edablidied.  Thefe,  as  well  as  the 
bed  chofen  fimple  drugs,  fliall  be  kept  in  thofe 
laboratories,  to  ferve  chiefly  for  the  ufe  of 
hofpitals,  and  of  the  indigent  fick  who  inhabit 
the  towns  and  the  country. 

LXXI.  The  poifonous  fubdances  employed 
in  manufadures,  dtall  not,  for  the  future,  be 
fold  in  the  fame  (hops  with  alimentary  fubdan¬ 
ces,  or  thofe  fubfervient  to  the  different  ufes 
of  the  kitchen.  Proper  regulations,  ftri&ly 
enforced,  fhall  be  adopted  on  that  fubjed,  as 
on  every  thing  which  relates  to  fubdances  in¬ 
jurious 
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jurious  to  health,  and  to  the  neceffiary  precau¬ 
tions  refpe£ing  eatables. 

LXXIL  The  Tale  of  fecret  remedies,  {hall, 
in  future,  be  prohibited  ;  confequently,  every 
privilege  contrary  to  this  regulation,  {hall  be 
fupprefled  and  abolilhed. 

LXXIIX.  There  {hall  only  be,  within  the 
whole  kingdom,  a  {ingle  medical  body  entruft- 
ed  with  the  charge  of  examining  fecret  reme¬ 
dies. 

LXXIV.  When  a  new  remedy  fhall  be  of¬ 
fered  to  the  public,  notice  of  it  (hall  be  fent 
to  the  medical  body  whom  the  National  Affem- 
bly  (hall  particularly  appoint  to  the  charge  of 
examining  fuch  medicines.  That  body  fhall 
eleft  commiffioners  to  whom  the  composition 
of  the  remedy  {hall  be  communicated,  and 
wrho  {hall  be  defired  to  return  a  report  on  its 
efficacy.  But  the  proprietor  of  the  new  re¬ 
medy  {hall  be  prefented  with  a  lift  of  the 
members  of  that  company,  and  may  rejeft  one 
third  from  the  examination  of  his  medicine. 

LXXV.  The  commiffioners  {hall,  in  the 
firft  place,  determine  whether  the  remedy  in 
queftion,  ought  to  be  admitted  to  the  trials 
peceffary  to  afeertain  the  properties  attributed 
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to  it.  If  the  medicine  be  admitted  to  trial,  a 
number  of  new  commiilioners,  equal  to  that 
of  the  fir  ft  nominated  by  ballot  by  the  direc¬ 
tory  of  the  department,  within  the  jurifdi&ion 
of  winch,  the  body  charged  to  undertake  the 
examination  fhall  be  placed,  {hall  be  conjoined 
with  them,  in  order  to  make  the  experiments, 
and  fign  the  report  on  the  fubjeCL  The  fir  ft 
commidioners  fhall  alone  be  acquainted  with 
the  compofition  of  the  medicine  ;  and,  to  avoid 
all  fraud,  the  remedy  fubje&ed  tp  trial,  fhall 
be  prepared  by  them. 

LXX  VI.  If  both  the  former  and  latter  com¬ 
midioners  decide,  that  the  remedy  in  queftion 
is  new,  and  is  fuperior  to  the  medicines  of 
the  fame  kind  already  known,  and  hitherto 
employed,  it  fhall  be  purchafed  at  the  expence 
of  the  State.  Its  compofition  fhall  be  immedi¬ 
ately  afterwards  publifhed,  and  fent  to  the  di¬ 
rectories  of  the  departments. 

LXXVII.  Veterinary  medicine  fhall  be 
taught  in  fchools  annexed  to  the  medical  col- 
leges,  in  order  that  the  profeffors  and  fludents 
of  both,  may  have  a  correfpondence  with  each 
other,  may  be  mutually  improved,  and  may 
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concur  in  advancing  the  progrefs  of  the  heal¬ 
ing  art. 

LXXVIII.  Befides  the  veterinary  fchools 
annexed  to  the  medical  colleges,  praXical  ve¬ 
terinary  fchools  {hall  be  eilabliffied  in  the 
counties  which  abound  mod  in  cattle,  where 
the  pupils,  under  the  fuperintendence  of  men 
well  informed  in  that  branch  of  the  healing 
art,  may  learn  to  praXife  on  animals  entruit- 
ed  to  their  care. 

LXXIX.  With  a  view  to  eflablifh  ufeful 
connexions  between  all  perfons  who  cultivate 
the  healing  art,  both  in  France  and  in  foreign 
countries,  and  efpecially  between  the  profef- 
fional  men  who  are  charged  with  the  funXions 
regarding  the  people ;  and  in  order  to  derive 
advantage  from  their  labours,  by  colleXi ng  the 
obfervations  which  each  individual  {hall  have 
made,  there  {hall  be  inldituted  in  the  capital, 
an  academical  body,  which  {hall  form  the  cen¬ 
tre  of  that  correfpondence  ;  to  whom,  in  cafes 
of  difficulty,  the  requifitions  relative  to  public 
falubrity  {hall  be  addreffed.  This  academical 
body,  for  the  purpofe  of  contributing  in  an 
effeXual  maimer  towards  the  advancement  of 
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the  healing  art,  ffiall  admit,  as  members,  per-, 
fons  who  are  well  acquainted  with  any  of  the 
different  departments  of  that  art. 

LXXX.  The  offices  of  fworn  phyfician  and 
furgeon.  (hall,  in  future,  be  fuppreffed. 

LXXX I.  At  the  renewal  of  each  court  of 
juftice,  the  members  of  the  court  ffiall  nomin¬ 
ate  by  ballot,  three  phyfcians  or  coroners, 
who  fhall  be  appointed  to  make  reports  in  ju¬ 
dicial  cafes.  The  firft  of  thefe  pliyficians  who 
ffiall  be  nominated,  ffiall  have  the  principal 
charge. 

LXXXII.  In  every  examination  or  yifit, 
the  coroner  ffiall  be  accompanied  by  two  af- 
ffiiants  or  refpe&able  witneffes.  On  import¬ 
ant  occaficns,  the  two  other  coroners  ffiall  be 
conjoined  to  thefe  affiftants.  The  report  ffiall 
always  be  drawn  up  on  the  fpor,  figned  both 
bv  the  coroners  and  witneffes,  and  ffiall  be 
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deposited,  within  twenty-four  hours,  with  the 
recorder  of  the  court  by  whom  the  coroners 
ffiall  have  been  appointed. 

LXXXII1.  A  general  form  ffiall  be  efta- 
bliffied  for  thefe  reports,  in  order  that  the 
fui  je&s  may  not  be  confounded  together  in 
them. 
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LX XXIV.  Whenever  the  judge  fhall  have 
any  doubts  on  thefe  reports,  and  at  all  times 
in  important  cafes,  a  copy  of  them  fhall  be 
lent  to  the  profeffors  of  anatomy,  and  of  cli¬ 
nical  medicine  and  furgery,  within  the  jurif- 
di&ion  of  which  the  affair  in  queftion  fhall  have 
happened,  in  order  that  thefe  reports  may  be 
verified  by  them.  Their  decifion  fhall  be 
written  at  the  end  of  the  reports,  and  fhall  be 
immediately  tranfmitted  to  the  judge. 

LXXXV.  A  courfe  of  le&ures  on  medical 
jurifprudence,  fhall  be  delivered  every  year  in 
each  medical  college. 

LXXXVI.  In  future,  the  caufes  of  death, 
fuch  as  they  fhall  be  reported  by  the  relations 
of  the  deceafed,  fhall  be  inferted  in  the  bills 
of  mortality.  The  phyficians  of  the  quarters 
in  the  cities,  and  thofe  of  the  cantons  in  the 
country,  fhall  take  care  that  as  few  errors  as 
poffible  he  committed  in  thefe  regiders. 
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SECT.  II. 

Medical  Obfervations . 


I. 

Hiflory  of  a  Cafe ,  in  which  there  took  place  a 
remarkable  Slownefs  of  the  Pulfe .  Commu¬ 
nicated  to  Dr  Duncan ,  by  Dr  Thomas  Spens, 
Phyfician  in  Edinburgh . 

ON  the  1 6th  of  May  1792,  about  9  o’clock 
in  the  evening,  I  was  fent  for  to  fee 
T.  R.,  a  man  in  the  54th  year  of  his  age,  a 
common  labouring  mechanic.  After  having 
heard  from  him,  fome  account  of  his  com¬ 
plaints,  I  was  much .  furprifed,  upon  examin¬ 
ing  the  ftate  of  his  pulfe,  to  find,  that  it  beat 
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only  twenty-four  ftrokes  in  a  minute.  Thefe 
hrokes,  however,  as  far  as  I  could  judge,  were 
at  perfectly  equal  intervals',  and  of  the  natur¬ 
al  ftrength  of  the  pulfe  of  a  man  in  good 
health. 

He  informed  me,  that,  about  3  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon,  he  had  been  fuddenly  taken  ill 
while  handing  on  the  hreet ;  that  he  had  fal¬ 
len  to  the  ground  fenfelefs ;  and  that,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  accounts  given  him,  by  thofe  who 
were  prefent,  he  had  continued  in  that  hate 
for  about  five  minutes.  His  face  was  {lightly 
cut,  in  two  different  places,  by  the  fall ;  but 
his  head  did  not  feera  to  be  in  any  way  mate¬ 
rially  injured.  From  the  time  of  this  firh  at¬ 
tack,  till  I  faw  him,  he  had  been  affe&ed  with 
three  other  fits,  nearly  of  a  fimilar  nature. 
Thefe,  however,  were  attended  with  fome  con- 
vulfive  motions  of  his  limbs,  and  with  fereaming 
during  the  fit.  When  I  faw  him,  he  was 
fomewhat  drowfy,  but  perfectly  recollected 
and  dihin£t,  and  his  voice  was  as  hrong  as 
when  he  enjoyed  a  hate  of  perfect  health ; 
nor  had  he,  at  that  time,  any  other  com¬ 
plaint. 

He 
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He  imputed  thefe  attacks,  to  his  having 
been  intoxicated  the  night  before,  with  flrong 
ale  and  whiiky ;  and  to  his  having  drank  in 
the  forenoon,  when  very  thirfty,  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  cold  water.  In  the  morning,  he  had 
two  natural  {tools ;  but,  belides  being  uncom¬ 
monly  thirfty  during  the  former  part  of  the 
day,  he  was  frequently  affected  with  ficknefs 
at  ftomach,  and  had  vomited  up  his  dinner 
foon  after  it  was  taken. 

Upon  viflting  him,  in  the  morning  of  the 
171b,  I  found  that  he  had  been  attacked  with 
feveral  fits  during  the  night,  which  were  of 
confiderably  longer  duration,  and  more  violent 
than  the  former  ones :  he  was  attacked  with 
one  of  them,  while  drinking  fome  infufion  of 
camomile  to  aflift  vomiting.  Upon  examining 
his  pulfe,  I  found  that  it  beat  only  twenty- 
three  (Irokes  in  the  minute  ;  nor  was  any 
change  produced  upon  it,  by  his  drinking  a 
tea-cupful  of  wine,  and  a  glafsful  of  whiiky, 
which  I  dire&ed  for  him ;  and,  an  hour  after, 
I  found  it  in  precifely  the  fame  ftate  as  before. 
He  was  now  dire&ed  to  take  fome  fpirit  of 
Hartfhorn  ;  but,  by  mi  Rake,  it  was  given  him 
very  little  diluted,  and  produced  much  uneafi- 
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nefs  in  his  throat  and  mouth.  From  this 
caufe,  I  found  him  in  great  diftrefs  at  one 
o’clock  ;  but  it  feemed  to  have  produced  no 
change  on  the  ftate  of  his  pulfe,  which  at 
this  time  beat  twenty-four  ftrokes  in  a  minute, 
and  was  of  the  fame  firength  and  regularity 
as  before.  Wafliing  his  mouth  with  vinegar 
and  water,  gave  him  almoft  immediate  relief ; 
and,  at  nine  in  the  evening,  1  found  that  he 
had  continued  free  from  any  return  of  fits  or 
of  faintnefs,  fince  five  in  the  morning.  At 
this  time  I  gave  him  thirty  drops  of  the  Spiri- 
tus  Ammonias  aromaticus,  in  about  two  ounces 
of  water,  which  he  found  very  agreeable. 
But  he  had  hardly  fwallowed  it,  when  he  felt 
himfelf  faint,  and  cried  out  that  one  of  his  fits 
was  coming  on  :  but,  upon  taking  a  tea-cupful 
of  wine,  which  I  dire&ed  for  him,  this  uneafi- 
nefs  wrent  oiT.  His  pulfe  fiill  continued  in  the 
fame  date  as  before.  During  the  courfe  of 
the  day,  he  had  frequently  fat  up  in  bed, 
without  feeling  any  uneafy  faintnefs,  or 
threatening  of  fit. 

When  I  vifited  him  in  the  morning  of  the 
1 8th,  I  was  informed  that  he  had  flept  a  good 
deal  during  the  night,  but  had  been  frequent- 
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ly  faint  He  had,  however,  ate  an  egg  and 
fome  bread  at  breakfaft.  He  had  no  headach, 
vertigo,  or  pain  in  any.  part  of  his  body  ;  but 
his  pnlfe  beat  only  twenty-fix  ftrokes  in  the 
minute.  About  mid-day,  he  got  up  and  put  on 
his  clothes.  He  had  a  natural  ftool,  and  af¬ 
terwards  walked  out  to  his  work-lhop.  Upon 
his  return,  finding  himfelf  very  well,  and  in¬ 
clined  to  eat,  lie  fat  down  to  dinner  :  but, 
upon  taking  fome  broth,  he  almoft  inftantly 
felt  faint,  and  had  the  fame  mod  diftreffing 
fenfation  as  if  one  of  his  former  fits  were  com¬ 
ing  on.  The  fame  circumftances  took  place 
twice  afterwards,  on  his  attempting  to  fwallow 
fomething  folid.  About  eight  in  the  evening, 
wilhing  again  to  try  what  would  be  the  efteft 
of  fwaiiowing,  while  I  was  prefent,  he  took  a 
bit  of  newly  toafled  bread.  But  he  had  no 
fooner  fmelt  it,  than  he  felt  fome  of  the  fen- 
fations  of  a  beginning  fit ;  and,  as  foon  as  he 
had  tailed  it,  he  almoft  inftantly  cried  out? 
and  fell  back  fenfelefs,  with  fmart  convulfions 
of  all  his  mufcles.  He  apparently  recovered, 
however,  in  a  few  feconds ;  but  hardly  any 
pulfe  could  be  felt  for  a  good  many  feconds. 

On 
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On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  I  learnt  that 
he  had  been  very  faint  almoft  the  whole 
night,  and  that  he  had  been  attacked  with 
frequent  fits,  attended  with  violent  convul- 
fions ;  and  every  thing  he  attempted  to  take, 
feemed  to  have  had  the  effeft  of  inducing  a  fit. 
He  now  felt,  at  their  commencement,  a  vio* 
lent  pain  which  darted  through  his  head  ;  but 
when  free  from  the  fit,  he  was  perfe&Iy  re- 
colle&ed  and  diftinft.  When  I  numbered  his 
pulfe,  1  found  that  it  beat  only  ten  ftrokes 
in  the  minute,  though  it  ftill  continued  equally 
firong  and  regular  as  before.  I  ordered  him 
to  take  a  glafsful  of  whifky,  after  which  he 
remained  for  an  hour  pretty  quiet  and  eafy ; 
and  his  pulfe  rofe  again  to  twenty-four  ftrokes 
in  the  minute.  But  at  three  in  the  afternoon, 
1  found  that  his  pulfe  was  only  nine  in  the 
minute  ;  and  it  was  neither  fo  ftrong,  nor  fo 
regular  as  before.  He  was  now  in  great  dif- 
trefs  from  conftant  ficknefs  and  faintnefs ;  but 
perfe&ly  fenfible  and  recollected.  At  feven  in 
the  evening,  I  found  his  pulfe  ftill  nine  in  the 
minute,  but  much  weaker.  He  continued  fen¬ 
fible,  but  was  unable  to  fpeak.  He  was  not, 
however,  affected  with  any  more  returns  of 
the  convulfions.  During  the  whole  of  the 
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following  night,  the  people  who  attended  him, 
obferved  that  he  never  moved  his  right  hand 
or  leg;  and  he  expired  on  the  20th,  about 
nine  in  the  morning. 

During  the  continuance  of  this  patient’s  d  if- 
eafe,  recourfe  was  had,  on  different  occafions, 
to  trials  of  cordials,  himulants,  and  opiates. 
But  none  of  them  feemed  to  produce  any  ob¬ 
vious  change  on  the  hate  of  his  complaints. 

The  day  after  his  death,  the  body  was  o- 
pened  by  Mr  Fyfe,  and,  upon  the  mod:  care¬ 
ful  examination,  no  morbid  appearance,  of  any 
confequence,  could  be  difcovered,  either  in  the 
thorax  or  abdomen.  Upon  examining  the 
head,  about  two  ounces  of  a  watery  fluid  were 
found  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain  ;  and  a 
gelatinous  appearance  was  obfervable  in  fome 
parts  of  the  pia  mater.  But  nothing  of  this 
kind  could  be  difcovered  about  the  thalaini 
nervorum  opticorum,  as  is  often  obferved  in 
cafes  of  hydrocephalus.  A  fmall  offification 
was  difcovered  on  the  back  part  of  the  dura 
mater  ;  but  no  other  morbid  appearance  could 
be  dete&ed. 

What  may  have  been  the  hate  of  this 
patient’s  pulfe  prior  to  the  attack  on 
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the  1 6th,  I  know  not.  Eut  I  was  in- 

' 

formed  by  Mr  Latta,  furgeon  in  Edinburgh, 
who  had  attended  him  when  he  labour¬ 
ed  under  a  fever  about  two  years  before, 
that,  during  the  courfe  of  that  difeafe,  his 
pulfe  was  often  above  120  in  the  minute;  and 
that  when  the  fever  left  him,  it  returned  to 
the  natural  dandard  of  between  60  and  70  in 
the  minute. 

How  far  the  different  fymptoms,  which  oc¬ 
curred  in  this  cafe,  particularly  the  ilownefs 
of  the  pulfe,  were  to  be  attributed  to  the  ef- 
fufion  of  water  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain, 
may  perhaps  be  a  quedion.  A  flow  pulfe,  at 
lead  at  a  particular  period  of  the  difeafe,  is 
Weil  known  to  be  one  of  the  mod  remarkable 
fymptoms  in  hydrocephalus ;  and  the  water 
found  in  the  ventricles  of  the  brain,  ivas  the 
only  caufe  dete&ed  on  diffe&ion,  to  which  this 
fymptom  could  be  attributed.  If,  however, 
we  fuppofe  water  in  the  ventricles  of  the 
brain  to  have  been  here  the  foie  caufe  of  dif¬ 
eafe,  we  mud  of  neceflity  conclude,  that  hy¬ 
drocephalus  may  not  only  exifl,  but  even 
prove  fatal,  though  the  greater  part  of  thofe 
fymptoms,  which  are  commonly  confidercd  as 
marking  that  affe&ion,  be  totally  abfent. 
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Account  of  the  Effeds  derived  from  the  ufe  of 
the  Terra  ponderofa  muriata ,  in  a  cafe  of 
Scrophula ,  by - of  Aberdeen . 

DECEMBER  2d,  1790.  An  unmarried 
woman,  aged  23,  about  twenty  months 
ago,  began  to  be  affe&ed  with  a  tumour  on 
the  pofterior  part  of  the  left  carpus,  attended 
with  much  pain.  It  gradually  increafed  in 
fize  for  about  eleven  months  from  its  com¬ 
mencement,  when  it  began  to  difcharge  fome 
fanious  matter,  the  pain  hill  continuing  violent, 
accompanied  with  ficknefs  and  other  febrile 
fymptoms.  Since  that  period,  fucceflive  tu¬ 
mours  have  made  their  appearance ;  and  there 
are  at  prefent  fix  ulcerated  tumours  furround¬ 
ing  the  carpus;  the  one  that  firft  appeared 
being  alone  cicatrifed.  They  yield  an  ill-con¬ 
ditioned  purulent  difcharge,  refembling  the 
ferum  of  milk  mixed  with  many  fmall  pieces  of 
its  coagulum.  She  found  advantage  from 
,  drinking 
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drinking  tile  mineral  waters  of  Pananich  lafl 
Summer ;  but  was  dill  in  great  diftrefs  when 
fhe  came  to  Aberdeen  about  four  weeks  ago ; 
the  pain  being  particularly  fevere  in  the  night¬ 
time. 

In  this  fituation,  fhe  applied  to  me  for  me¬ 
dical  advice.  I  ordered  her  an  opiate  every 
night,  an  anodyne  lotion  for  the  ulcers,  the 
ufe  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  and  a  chalybeate, 
under  the  form  of  pills.  Thefe  medicines  re¬ 
lieved  her  from  the  feverity  of  the  pain,  and 
procured  her  reft  during  the  night.  It  is  pro¬ 
per  to  remark,  that  the  menfes  have  been  all 
along  extremely  irregular  with  this  patient  j 
that  when  they  did  appear,  die  fays  the  tu¬ 
mours  increafed  in  fize,  with  much  additional 
pain.  But  fhe  has  not  experienced  that  eva¬ 
cuation  at  all,  fmce  the  month  of  February 
laft.  Three  years  ago  flie  was  afte&ed  with 
much  diftortion  of  the  fpine,  about  the  middle 
of  the  dorfal  vertebrae,  from  which  fhe  receiv¬ 
ed  complete  relief  in  the  Royal  Infirmary  at: 
this  place,  by  means  of  cauftic  iftues. 

Having  procured,  by  means  of  Dr  Duncan 
of  Edinburgh,  a  genuine  preparation  of  the 
Terra  ponderofa  muriata,  I  refolved  to  give  a 
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fair  trial  to  its  medical  virtues  in  the  cafe  of 
this  patient.  There  is  at  prefent  no  confider- 
able  fweliing  of  the  integuments,  excepting  in 
the  very  feat  of  the  tumours ;  but  the  bones 
of  the  carpus  are  evidently  enlarged. 

I  began  the  ufe  of  the  muriated  Barytes,  in 
the  following  form  : 

R.  Aq.  Menth.  Pip.  unc.  iv. 

Syr.  Simp.  unc.  i. 

Solnt.  Terr.  pond,  muriat.  gt.  x. 

M.  cap.  femunciam  ter  de  die. 

Dec.  6.  She  takes  the  mixture  without 
any  inconvenience.  One  of  the  ulcers  has  dif- 
charged  copiouily.  The  matter  was  at  firfl 
bloody ;  but  at  prefent  it  is  moderately  good 
pus. 

Repet.  Mid.  cum  addit.  gt.  v.  folut. 

Terr,  ponderof. 

Dec.  ii.  She  continues  her  mixture,  and 
is  fenfibie  of  an  increafed  difcharge  of  urine. 
Repet.  cum  gt.  xx.  folut.  et  cap.  femunc.  ter 
de  die. 

Dec.  17.  Continues  the  mixture  without 
any  inconvenience.  Several  of  the  fmall  ori¬ 
fices  difcharge  thin  ferous  matter,  with  fome 
pus.  The  difeafed  wrift  meafures  eight  inches 
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and  an  half  in  circumference  ;  the  found  one 
meafures  fix  inches  and  a  quarter.  R.  Solut. 
Terr,  ponderof.  muriat.  gt.  xxvi.  Aq.  Menth. 
pip.  unc.  vi.  M.  cap.  ut  antea. 

1791,  Jan.  4.  She  has  continued  to  ufe 
her  mixture  regularly  fince  lad  report.  Her 
appetite  is  improved  ;  the  flow  of  urine  is  evi¬ 
dently  increafed ;  and  (he  has  had,  of  late,  a 
gentle  diaphorefis  during  the  night.  The 
menfes  appeared  on  Wednefclav  lafl.  The 
fwelling  of  the  carpus  is  diminiftied  ;  the  ul¬ 
cers  yield  fome  matter  occaflonally,  but  not 
very  well  conditioned.  Repet.  Mid.  cum  So¬ 
lut.  Terr,  ponderof.  gt.  xxxvi. 

Jan.  16.  The  ulcers  difcharge  a  fanious 
matter.  Repet.  Mid.  cum  gt.  xl. 

Jan.  26.  The  fores  are  much  as  at  lad  re¬ 
port.  She  fweats  every  night  in  bed  ;  but 
does  not  feel  in  the  lead  weakened  by  it. 
Repet.  Mid.  cum  Solut.  Terr,  ponderof.  gt. 
xiv.  et  foveat  part.  afte£b  cum  Solut.  quotid. 

Feb.  4.  Since  the  fores  began  to  be  bathed 
with  the  folution,  a  fmall  portion  of  the  inte¬ 
guments  has  been  excoriated.  The  granula¬ 
tions  underneath  look  pretty  healthy.  The 
foxes  continue  to  difcharge  matter  of  a  pretty 
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good  confidence.  Since  Saturday  lad,  being 
about  the  period  of  mendruation,  die  has  been 
affected  occafionally  with  headach  and  naufea, 
Cont.  Mid.  u.  a.  Belly  codive.  Cap.  hor. 
yma  vefp.  Pil.  Aloet.  gr.  x.  Fov.  part.  So- 
lut.  ada  quaq.  die, 

Feb.  14.  Since  lad  report,  the  patient  has 
not  attended  as  ufual  to  receive  her  medicines. 
On  inquiry,  1  found  that  die  had  been  confin¬ 
ed  at  home,  and  for  the  mod  part  to  bed. 
She  has  been  affe&ed  with  all  the  train  of 
fymptoms  attending  irregular  mendruation ; 
and  the  didortion  of  her  fpine  has  again  be¬ 
gun  to  appear. 

For  thefe  complaints  die  was  recommended 
to  the  Difpenfary  ;  and  was  foon  after  admit¬ 
ted  as  a  patient  into  the  Pvoyal  Infirmary  here. 
After  a  long  trial,  her  complaints  remained 
without  much  amendment ;  and,  early  in  the 
Summer,  (he  was  dire&ed  to  go  to  the  coun¬ 
try,  where  (he  had  been  accudomed  to  refide. 
I  have  lately  had  occafion  to  inquire  after  her, 
and  find,  that  within  two  months  after  leaving 
this  place,  her  complicated  diforders  proved 
fatal 
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Although  the  above  cafe  has  had  an  unfa¬ 
vourable  termination,  yet,  in  my  opinion,  it 
throws  light,  in  Tome  ineafure,  on  the  virtues 
of  the  Terra  ponderofa  muriata.  The  hidory 
of  the  cafe  evidently  (hews,  that  this  medicine 
may  be  eaiily  exhibited  in  moderate  dofes,  and 
thefe  gradually  increafea  to  fome  confiderable 
extent.  That  it  operates  as  a  flimulus  to  the 
urinary  fydem,  appears  from  the  reports  of 
December  ii.  and  January  4.  It  difcovered 
its  tonic  effe&s,  by  increafmg  the  power  of  the 
mufcular  fibres  of  the  domach  ;  and  of  confe- 
quence  improving  the  appetite  for  food.  It 
alfo  Simulated  the  lymphatic  fyflem,  and  pro¬ 
duced  gentle  diaphorefis  during  the  night,  by 
increafing  the  aftion  of  the  veffels  fituated  on 
the  furface  of  the  body.  The  veffels  of  the 
uterus  likewife  had  been  roufed  to  aclion ;  for 
about  the  beginning  of  January,  the  menfes  ap¬ 
peared  after  an  interval  of  eleven  months. 
The  difcharge  from  the  ulcers  of  the  carpus, 
appeared  to  have  become  rather  of  a  more 
bland  confidence,  by  the  ufe  of  this  medicine. 
Upon  the  whole,  had  the  cafe  of  this  patient 
been  purely  fcrophula,  affefting  the  glands  or 
other  foft  parts,  1  fliould  have  been  very  fan- 
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guine  in  my  hope,  of  producing  a  cure.  But 
the  enlargement  of  the  bones  of  the  carpus, 
and  of  the  dorfal  vertebrae,  both  perhaps  de¬ 
pending  on  the  fame  caufe,  joined  to  that  nu¬ 
merous  train  of  diforders  that  follow  fuppref- 
fion  of  the  menfes,  rendered  the  circumftances 
pf  this  patient  particularly  unfavourable* 
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III. 

Ehe  Hiftory  of  three  Cafes  of  Phthifs  Pulmo - 
nails ,  treated  by  Cuprum  Vitriolatum , 
Conium  Maculatum  ;  two  of  which  terminat¬ 
ed  favourably.  By  James  M.  Adair,  M.  D. 
formerly  Phyfician  at  Northallerton ,  now  at 
Edinburgh . 

MR  G.  D.  of  Northallerton,  aged  19, 
born  of  fcrophulous  parents,  of  whofc 
family  feveral  had  died  of  Phthifisj  tall,  of  a 
fallow  complexion,  and  black  hair,  confulted 
me  in  July  1790.  He  complained  of  fiiort, 
frequent  cough,  with  fcanty  purulent  expec¬ 
toration  ;  pain  of  the  right  fide,  about  the 
feventh  rib  ;  laborious  breathing;  and  copious 
night  fweats.  His  appetite  was  bad  ;  and  he 
was  confiderably  emaciated,  and  very  weak. 
His  pulfe  was  quick  and  foft ;  and,  towards 
evening,  he  was  evidently  affeded  with  he&ic 
fever,  which  remitted  on  the  appearance  of 
the  fweat,  about  three  o’clock  in  the  morning. 

His 
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His  tongue  was  preternaturally  red  ;  and  the 
white  of  his  eyes,  and  his  teeth,  had  a  bluifli 
pearl?  cad.  The  flare  of  his  bowels  was  va¬ 
rious  ;  but  he  was,  mofl  frequently,  codive. 
In  fhort.  he  had  every  fymptom  of  genuine 
fcrophulous  phthifis. 

Thefe  complaints  had  begun  about  two  years 
before,  and  had  gradually  increafed  till  the 
time  he  confulted  me.  It  was  the  opinion  of 
his  friends,  and  of  Mr  Dent,  a  very  refpefr- 
able  furgeon,  who  attended  him,  that  he  could 
not  live  many  weeks. 

I  began,  by  dire&ing  the  ufe  of  a  diet,  con¬ 
fiding  chiefly  of  milk,  with  plainly  dreded 
frefh  meat  for  dinner ;  and  indulged  him  in  a 
little  mild  ale,  and  a  glafs  of  wine.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  medicines  were  prefcribed : 

R.  Vitriol,  casrul.  gr.  x.  Solut.  ex 
Aq,  tepid,  unc.  v.  adde 
Spt.  Vitriol,  ten.  gtt.  x.  Fiat  Julepum 
Emeticum. 

Sign. 

Let  the  patient  drink  about  a  pint  of  warm 
water,  and  fwallow,  immediately  afterwards, 
half  an  ounce  of  the  emetic  juiap,  which  will 
almoft  inflantly  produce  gentle  vomiting. 

This 
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This  is  to  be  taken,  for  the  prefent,  every  o- 
ther  evening,  at  8  o’clock;  and,  after  ten  .days 
fhall  have  elapfed,  every  morning.  Should 
half  an  ounce  not  excite  vomiting,  an  ounce 
may  be  taken. 

R.  Pulv.  folior.  cicut.  recens  ficcat.  dr.  ii. 

Mucilag.  Gum- Arab,  fpilf.  q.  s.  ut  fiat 
maffa  in  pilulas  xxx.  dividends. 

Let  one  pill  be  taken  every  morning  and 
evening  ;  and  let  the  dole  be  gradually  in- 
creafed,  by  the  addition  of  one  pill  every 
fourth  day.  If  vertigo  fupervene,  let  the 
patient  lie  in  bed  till  it  fubfides. 

A  blifter  was  alfo  applied  to  the  pained 
part,  and  a  laxative  mixture  dire&ed  to  be  oc- 
cafionally  ufed. 

He  continued  for  fome  weeks  to  ufe  thefe 
means,  without  much  apparent  benefit ;  ex¬ 
cept  that  his  appetite  and  ftrength  were  fome- 
what  improved,  and  that  the  fweating  did  not 
appear  on  the  night  when  the  vitriolic  emetic 
was  taken  ;  an  effect  which,  in  other  cafes 
alfo,  I  have  pretty  uniformly  obferved  to  take 
place.  His  cough,  and  difficulty  of  breath¬ 
ing,  however,  rather  increafed ;  and,  for  fome 
days,  wTe  were  in  almoft  hourly  expectation  of 
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his  death.  The  medicines  were  occafionally 
intermitted,  as  the  fymptoms  feemed  to  re¬ 
quire. 

From  about  the  beginning  of  September, 
however,  he  gradually  grew  better.  His  cough 
was  eafier,  his  expectoration  more  free,  and  of  a 
healthier  appearance.  His  heCtic  fever  and  night 
Aveats  left  him  ;  his  flrength  and  hefh  return- 
ed  ;  and,  before  the  middle  of  October,  he 
had  perfectly  regained  his  Former  health,  which 
he  has  ever  fince  continued  to  enjoy,  having 
grown  confiderabiy  robuh. 

/ 

Mrs  M.,  aged  about  2  6,  of  afanguine  tem¬ 
perament,  very  fair,  with  thin  fkin  and  blue 
eyes,  the  mother  of  feveral  children,  confult- 
ed  me  in  Spring  1791.  She  had  been  for 
home  months  aiFeCted  with  fhort  cough  ;  with 
fcanty  ex  peroration,  of  a  doubtful  nature  ; 
pain  of  the  left  fide  ;  night  fv/eats ;  confider- 
able  lofs  of  appetite,  hefh  and  hrength ;  a- 
menorrhoea,  pulfe  weak,  but  not  very  quick  ; 
bowels  generally  cohive.  She  had  taken  fe¬ 
veral  medicines  without  relief. 

As  hie  feemed  to  labour  under  incipient 
phthills,  a  milk  diet,  and  the  fame  medicines 

which 
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which  had  been  ordered  for  Mr  D<,  were  pre* 
fcribed  for  her.  She  was,  by  much  intreaty, 
prevailed  on,  to  allow  a  blifler  to  be  applied 
to  the  pained  part. 

Under  the  ufe  of  thefe  remedies,  her  appe¬ 
tite  and  flrength  daily  improved ;  her  cough, 
pain,  and  fweats,  left  her,  and  fine  recovered 
rapidly. 

Some  months  after,  fhe  had  a  flight  relapfe, 
from  imprudent  expofure  to  cold  and  moiflure, 
which  was  foon  removed,  by  returning  to  the 
ufe  of  the  medicines. 

Elizabeth  Sedgwuck,  a  poor  woman,  aged 
2 6,  mother  of  three  children,  confulted  me  a- 
bcut  the  fame  time  with  Mr  D.  She  com¬ 
plained  of  fevere  cough,  with  copious  puru¬ 
lent  expe&oration,  occaflonally  (freaked  with 
blood  ;  confiderable  pain  of  the  left  fide  of  the 
thorax;  heclic  fever;  andnight  fweats, alternat¬ 
ing  with  diarrhoea.  ,  Uer  pulfe  was  extremely 
quick  and  weak ;  her  appetite  gone ;  her 
flrength  diminifhed  ;  and  (lie  was  much  ema¬ 
ciated.  The  tongue  was  florid  ;  the  teeth  and 
eyes  pearly.  She  was  fuckling  a  poor  weakly 
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child  of  fifteen  months  old.  She  had  been  af¬ 
fected  in  this  way  for  above  fix  months. 

I  infilled  flrenuoufly,  that  (he  fiiould  wean 
the  child,  which  however,  fhe  did  not  do; 
probably,  becaufe  fhe  could  not  afford  to  feed 
it  otherwife.  Judging  that  the  poor  diet  fhe 
had  hitherto  ufed,  might  have  confiderable 
fliare  in  aggravating  her  complaints,  I  or¬ 
dered  her  to  drink  a  glafs  of  port  wine  occa- 
fionally;  and  to  ufe  animal  broths,  meat,  milk, 
and  other  food  of  eafy  digeflion,  and  confider¬ 
able  nutritive  powers ;  with  which  fhe  wa& 
fupplied,  by  the  charity  of  families  in  the  town. 

At  the  fame  time,  I  direCled  the  ufe  of  the 
hemlock  pills,  and  of  the  folutio  cupri  vitrio- 
lati,  in  the  ufual  way,  interpofing  the  opiates 
or  acids,  as  the  diarrhoea  or  night  fweats 
feemed  to  require.  She  continued  to  ufe  thefe 
remedies  irregularly  during  feveral  months, 
with  confiderable  relief.  She  was  evidently 
ftronger,  and  lefs  emaciated.  Her  cough  and 
fpitting  were  better,  and  the  night  fweats  were 
nearly  removed.  In  ftiort,  her  health  wasya- 
mended  when  I  left  the  place  in  September 
1791  ;  but  I  had  not  fanguine  hopes  of  her 
ultimate  recovery,  efpecially  as  there  was  no 
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probability  that  (lie  would  perfift  in  the  ufe  of 
the  medicines,  of  which  (he  had  been  long 
heartily  tired. 

As  I  have,  by  accident,  loft  the  regifter  of 
cafes  which  contained  thofe  of  the  three  pa* 
tients  here  mentioned,  I  am  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  defcribing  their  complaints  from  memo¬ 
ry;  confequently,  with  lefs  accuracy  than  I 
could  wifli.  This,  however,  I  can  vouch  for, 
that  no  circumftance  of  importance  has  been 
added  or  omitted. 

The  mod  remarkable  circumftance  attend¬ 
ing  the  ufe  of  the  blue  vitriol,  is  the  eafe  and 
expedition  with  which  it  operates,  and  the  nar¬ 
row  limits  within  which  its  effedh  may  be  con¬ 
fined.  I  have  frequently  given  from  one  to 
four  tea-fpoonfuls  of  it  in  the  day,  as  a  tonic 
laxative,  in  phthilical  cafes,  while  I  was  pre¬ 
ferring  it  in  larger  dofes,  as  an  emetic.  I  pre¬ 
fer  adminiftering  it  with  this  view,  in  the  e- 
vening,  from  its  tendency  to  check  the  night- 
fweats ;  but  have,  not  unfrequently,  given  it 
two  or  three  times  in  twenty-four  hours,  when 
the  dyfpnoea  was  particularly  urgent. 

1  have,  fometimes,  ufed  the  extra&um,  or 
fuccus  fpifiatus  cicutte,  inftead  of  the  powder 
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of  the  leaves ;  but  I  am  rather  inclined  to  pre¬ 
fer  the  latter. 

I  generally  prefcribe  the  tin&ura  opii  am- 
moniata,  when  the  patient  complains  of  want 
of  fleep;  and,  frequently  ufe  an  ele&uary,  com- 
pcfed  of  conferva  rofarum,  nitre,  and  a  fmall 
proportion  of  muriatic  acid,  or  fal  oxalidis  ace* 
tofellse,  fo  as  to  render  it  pleafantly  acidulous, 
with  a  view  to  relieve  the  he&ic  heat  and 
fwCats. 

I  have,  fometimes,  employed  fetons  inftead 
of  biiflers ;  and  my  father’s  experience  has  led 
him  to  give  them  a  preference.  I  have  at 
prefent  under  my  care,  a  cafe  of  phthifis  pul* 
monalis,  the  hiflory  and  refult  of  which  I  fhall, 
probably,  communicate  at  fome  future  time  ; 

r 

in  which,  the  ufe  of  a  feton  has  been  decided* 
3y  beneficial. 

I  think  it  right  to  mention,  what  your  read* 
ers  will  doubtlefs  anticipate,  that  I  have  been 
confulted  in  many  phthihcal  cafes,  in  which 
this  plan  has  not  proved  fuccefsful.  I  think, 
how’ever,  I  may  fafely  fay,  that  it  has  always 
prolonged  life,  and  often  rendered  it  more 
comfortable. 
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Hi/lory  of  a  Cafe  terminating  favourably ,  in 
which  an  extra-uterine  Foetus  was  dife barg¬ 
ed,  at  an  opening  in  the  Abdomen ,  near  the 
Umbilicus .  Communicated  to  Dr  Duncan , 

■ 

from  Dr  Colin  Maclarty,  of 

Jamaica . 

A  Healthy,  good  looking  negro  woman, 
named  Juliet,  about  22  years  of  age,' 
the  property  of  George  Mawatc,  Efq.  was 
feized  with  the  ufual  fymptoms  of  approach¬ 
ing  labour,  on  the  ifl:  of  Auguft  1790,  when 
the  common  time  of  geftation  had  expir¬ 
ed.  But,  from  the  lingering,  unproductive 
flate  in  which  (he  remained  for  feveral  days, 
the. midwife  and  attendants  grew  impatient, 
and  requeued  to  have  medical  advice.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  my  partner,  Dr  John  Macklafhan, 
was  called  in  on  the  5th  ;  and,  on  examining 
the  parts,  was  a  good  deal  furpri fed,  to  find' 
Vo VII.  Dec.  II.  2  H  none 
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none  of  thofe  changes  which  generally  precede 
parturition.  In  this  fituation,  the  poor  wo¬ 
man  was  directed  to  be  kept  quiet :  due  atten¬ 
tion  was  paid  to  the  bowels,  and  an  opiate 
was  preferibed.  I  faw  her  the  day  following, 
along  with  Dr  John  and  Dr  Charles  Macklafh- 
an,  and  found  her  much  in  the  fame  condition : 
there  was  then,  no  alteration  in  the  vagina, 
nor  dilatation  of  the  os  internum.  The  tumour 
of  the  abdomen  remained  high  above  the  pel¬ 
vis,  and  had  never  in  the  leafl  fubfided. 
From  thefe,  and  other  appearances,  we  imme¬ 
diately  began  to  fufpeCt  an  extra-uterine  con¬ 
ception  ;  and  a  little  farther  obfervation,  per¬ 
fectly  confirmed  us  in  our  conjecture.  One 
circumflance,  however,  occurred,  which  feemed 
to  militate  againfl  the  idea  we  had  formed ; 
and  which  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  explain,  in  a  man¬ 
ner  fatisfaCtory  to  myfelf.  A  confiderable  dis¬ 
charge  of  pale*coloured  blood  from  the  vagina 
took  place,  and  continued  more  or  lefs  for 
eight  or  ten  days,  and  then  gradually  difap- 
peared.  Now,  whether  this  extraordinary 
aCtion  of  the  uterus  could  be  confidered  as  ha¬ 
ving  any  connection  with  the  general  laws  of 
the  animal  occonomy,  which,  at  this  period, 
,  would, 
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would,  in  an  impregnated  ftate,  have  peculi¬ 
arly  affected  this  organ,  I  will  not  take  upon  me 
to  determine  ;  but  will  leave  the  fa&  to  thofe 
more  capable  of  judging.  During  part  of  Au- 
guft,  the  whole  of  September,  Oftober,  and 
November,  there  was  no  apparent  change. 
The  poor  creature  was  all  this  time  in  a  ftate 
of  extreme  anxiety,  eagerly  looking  up  for  re¬ 
lief  from  thofe  who  were  no  lefs  folicitous  to 
give  her  every  affiftance  in  their  power ;  yet, 
as  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  all  the  me¬ 
dical  gentlemen  who  had  feen  her,  that  no  o- 
peration  fhould  be  attempted,  prudence,  as 
as  well  as  humanity,  pointed  out  the  propriety 
of  patiently  watching  the  event. 

In  the  beginning  of  December,  a  circum- 
fcribed  prominence  began  to  form  in  the  um¬ 
bilical  region,  without  creating  much  pain  or 
uneafmefs.  This  fwelling  increafed  for  fome 
weeks ;  and  the  teguments,  unequal  to  the  re¬ 
finance,  at  laft  gave  way  to  a  partial  expulfion 
of  a  full-grown  foetus.  The  lower  extremities 
and  breech,  came  out  at  the  orifice;  and  high¬ 
er  up,  towards  the  ffomach,  the  right  arm,  as 
far  as  the  flioulder,  was  protruded  at  ano¬ 
ther  opening,  leaving  an  intermediate  feptum 
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of  two  and  a  halfv,  or  three  inches  of  the 
mufcles  undivided.  In  this  fituation,  it 
was  the  opinion  of  feveral  gentlemen  of  ac- 
knovvlegded  abilities  in  the  profeffion,  that, 
as  nature  had  done  fo  much,  they  would  trufl 
a  little  farther  to  her  operations.  At  this 
time,  I  had  juft  recovered  from  a  fever ;  and, 
on  the  information  of  Dr  Arthur  Broughton, 
took  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  feeing  this  ex¬ 
traordinary  cafe,  which  I  found  exaftly  as 
deferibed  by  him,  and  as  already  ftated.  From 
this  period,  I  was  often  with  her;  and  per¬ 
ceiving  no  immediate  probability  of  a  fepara- 
tion  of  the  part  which  feemed  principally  to  con¬ 
fine  the  foetus,  I  was  induced  to  make  an  in- 
cifion,  and  to  divide  it.  I  then  grafped  the 
body,  and  endeavoured  to  extra#  the  head  \ 
but,  as  it  lay  deeper,  and  was  more  impacted 
in  the  vifeera  than  1  could  have  expeCfed,  and 
finding  my  efforts,  though  gentle,  likely  to  de¬ 
tach  the  body  at  the  vertebrae  of  the  neck, 
I  had  recourfe  to  the  forceps ;  with  the  af- 
fiftance  of  which  I  readily  feCured,  and  ex¬ 
tracted  it.  A  Vaft  quantity  of  moft  offenfive 
putrid  fames  followed,  but  no  veftige  of  pla¬ 
centa  ;  from  which,  I  was  led  to  conclude, 
that  it  muff  have  been  melted  down  into  this 
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corrupt  fanies.  A  broad  flannel  roller  was  now 
wrapped,  with  a  moderate  degree  of  tightness, 
feveral  times  round  the  body,  and  nothing  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  part  but  the  mildeft  drefling,  with 
a  comprefs  of  foft  old  linen  over  it.  An  opi¬ 
ate  was  then  ordered,  and  I  left  her. 

This  was  on  the  25th  of  December;  and 
when  I  vifited  her  on  the  26th,  I  found  lhe 
had  refted  tolerably  well  during  the  night, 
but  complained  of  pain  in  her  bowels,  attend¬ 
ed  with  diarrhoea.  This  complaint,  ariflng, 
I  prefume,  from  acrid  abforption,  was  now 
rendered  particularly  formidable,  from  the 
very  emaciated  ftate  to  which  fhe  was  already 
reduced.  By  the  aid  of  the  bark,  however, 
with  a  light  deco&ion  of  cortex  Simaroubx, 
wine,  and  generous  diet,  which  her  mafter 
liberally  fuppiied,  I  have  the  pleafure  to  in¬ 
form  you,  that,  on  the  10th  of  January,  die 
was  fo  far  recovered,  as  to  be  able  to  fit  up, 
walk  about  the  room,  and  to  amufe  herfelf. 

Since  that  period,  fhe  has  perfectly  recover¬ 
ed  her  ftrength,  and  looks  flout  and  healthy ; 
but  as  yet,  (February  19th),  has  had  no  re¬ 
turn  of  the  catamenia. 

Such  has  been  the  favourable  termination 
©f  this  uncommon  cafe  ;  and,  1  am  furry  to 
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add,  in  the  midft  of  fo  much  good  fortune,  her 

domeflic  tranquillity  is  in  danger  of  interruption ; 

/ 

for  fo  dreadful  an  impreffion  has  her  late  fuffer- 
ings,  and  helplefs  profpeft,  left  in  her  mind, 
that  fhe  feems  determined  never  more  to  haz¬ 
ard  a  like  event.  But,  as  the  negro  who  is  her 
hufband,  flill  remains  remarkably  attentive  to 
her,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  her  refolution  will 
not  be  permanent.  Should  it  happen,  and 
any  confequences  follow,  worthy  your  notice, 
I  fhall  be  happy  to  tranfmit  them. 

“  Stimuli  naturm  certe  fufficiunt,  et  terror 
<c  morborum  nunquam  adhuc  maturam  virgi- 
“  nem  ab  ara  Veneris  abegit,  et  nunquam  abi- 
gere  potent,” 
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Ext  rad  of  a  Letter  from  Mr  Richard  Hughes, 
Surgeon  at  Stafford ,  to  Dr  Fowler , 
fician  in  Tork .  Giving  an  account  of  a 
Strangulated  Hernia ,  fpeedily  cured  by  the 
application  of  JEther . 


*  T  HOPE  the  following  cafe  will  be  accept- 
-«L  able.  You  are  at  liberty  to  make  what 
life  of  it  you  pleafe.  Perhaps,  it  might  be 
thought  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  Edinburgh 
Medical  Commentaries.  And,  as  you  are 
well  acquainted  with  Dr  Duncan,  as  well  as 
with  me,  I  know  of  no  one  I  fhould  fo  much 
wifh  to  communicate  it  to  him,  as  yourfelf. 

“  I  own  to  you,  I  had  fo  little  hope  of 
fucceeding,  that  I  did  not  go  to  apply  the 
tether  myfelf,  but  left  it  to  my  fon.  Mr 
Caufer,  a  furgeon  of  Stourbridge,  who  was, 
at  that  time,  paying  him  a  vifit,  was  prefent 
at  the  application  of  the  medicine.” 
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On  the  19th  of  July  ult.,  I  was  called  to 
vifit — -  Pickerill,  a  debtor  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  jail.  He  was  in  mod  excruciating  torture, 
occafioned  by  a  drangulated  hernia,  attended 
with  mcefiant  vomiting. 

Bleeding  largely,  calomel  and  opium.  Warm 
fomentations,  tobacco  glyfters,  and,  after  thefe, 
cold  applications,  &c.  were  ufed,  without  any 
advantage. 

Every  attempt,  however  gentle,  to  reduce 
it,  increafed  the  pain  and  vomiting.  A  vio¬ 
lent  rigor  had  alfo  come  on :  and  nothing 
feemed  likely  to  give  a  chance  for  life,  but 
the  operation.  In  this  fituation,  he  had  now 
been  twelve  hours,  without  the  lead  abate¬ 
ment  of  fytnptoms. 

It  occurred  to  me,  that  tether,  by  the 
quicknefs  of  its  evaporation,  produces  a  great¬ 
er  degree  of  cold,  than  any  thing  we  are  ac¬ 
quainted  with  in  a  liquid  Hate.  I  determined 
to  try  its  effects.  I  ordered  my  fon  to  take 
two  or  three  ounces  of  mther,  and  pour  it  on 
the  fcrotum,  and  parts  adjacent,  by  a  little  at 
a  time. 

It,  almod  inflantly,  produced  a  corruga¬ 
tion  of  the  fcrotum,  attended  with  a  great  de¬ 
gree 
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gree  of  coldnefs  of  the  parts  to  the  touch ; 
but  a  confiderable  fmarting  and  heat,  to  the 
feeling  of  the  patient.  By  the  continuance 
of  this  application,  with  a  little  gentle  pref- 
fure  at  intervals,  the  parts  gradually  retrac¬ 
ed  ;  and,  in  half  an  hour,  were  quite  reduced. 
He  became  perfeCly  eafy ;  and  is  now  in 
a  good  date  of  health. 

Richard  Hughes, 


t 
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Hijlory  of  a  fmgular  Tumour  en  the  Neck.  By 
Mr  Samuel  Lockhart,  Surgeon .  Tzra 
fervice  of  the  Honourable  Eajl  India  Com - 
fany. 

i 

ON  the  nth  of  April  1789,  I  committed 
to  writing,  the  following  cate  of  John 
Anderfon,  a  difbanded  foldier,  in  the  60th 
year  of  his  age. 

About  30  years  ago,  there  appeared  on 
the  right  fide  of  the  neck,  a  tumour  a* 
bout  the  fize  of  a  walnut,  after  receiving 
a  kick  from  a  horfe  when  in  the  army. 
For  the  following  ten  years  after  the  ac¬ 
cident,  its  increafe  was  very  impercepti¬ 
ble  5  and  he  found  very  little  inconvenience 
from  it.  But,  after  this,  it  began  to  grow 
larger ;  fo  that,  at  the  end  of  the  next  ten 
years,  it  had  got  to  the  fize  of  the  fift.  It  now 

became 


J792- 


COMMENTARIES. 


r  ■  - 

49? 

became  very  inconvenient  to  him,  from  its 
fize ;  for  he  never  had  any  very  acute  pain  in 
ir. 

Being  vifibly  increafing,  he  became  very 
anxious  to  have  it  removed.  He  therefore 
applied  for  a  confultation  of  the  medical  gen¬ 
tlemen  ;  fird  at  London,  then  in  Ireland,  and, 
lad  of  all,  at  Edinburgh.  But,  in  all  of 
thefe  places,  he  was  told  it  would  be  a  very 
dangerous  operation,  on  account  of  its  fitua- 
tion  with  refpeft  to  the  large  vedels  and  nerves 
of  the  neck. 

He  was  now,  from  the  fize  of  the  tumour, 
forced  to  quit  the  fervice.  Ever  fince,  it  has 
been  very  fenfibly  increafing,  though  fiowly. 
But,  within  thefe  lad  fix  years  of  his  life,  it 
has  grown  more  rapidly ;  and,  at  prefent,  is 
of  a  mod  enormous  fize ;  extending  from  the 
clavicle,  up  to  his  ear,  and  dretching  a  confi- 
derable  way  over  to  the  left  fide  of  the  neck, 
both  before  and  behind: 

At  fird,  the  ikin  was  dretched  equally  and 
fmoothly  throughout  the  tumour.  But,  with¬ 
in  the  lad  mentioned  period,  it  has  become 
very  irregular  ;  and  there  are  feveral  very 
large  rifings  and  depredions  on  its  furface. 
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It  lias  now  become  fo  inconvenient  and 
troublefome  to  him,  as  to  render  refpiration 
and  deglutition  difficult.  And  the  motion  of 
his  under-jaw  is  very  obfcure.  He  cannot 
articulate  plainly. 

He  was  naturally  a  thin  man,  but  very 
a£Hve ;  and  enjoyed  a  very  good  date  of  health, 
previous  to  the  accident ;  but,  fince  which, 
he  has  been  a  good  deal  troubled  with  dy- 
fpeptic  complaints.  His  deep  has,  fome  time 
pad,  been  a  good  deal  impaired.  He  is  much 
emaciated  ;  and  his  voice  is  very  feeble.  Said, 
he  rather  heard  with  difficulty  in  the  right 
ear. 

Within  thefe  eight  days,  the  tumour  has  ul¬ 
cerated  oil  the  back  part,  the  edges  of  which 
appear  gangrenous ;  and  there  are  feveral 
black  foots  on  that  fide  of  the  tumour.  The 
difcharge  from  the  ulcer  is  very  fetid,  copi¬ 
ous,  and  of  a  dark  colour. 

On  the  6th  of  April,  a  violent  htemorrhagy 
broke  out  from  the  ulcer,  to  the  amount  of  a 
pound  or  two  ;  but  was  dopped  by  the  appli¬ 
cation  of  doths  dipped  in  cold  water  and  vine¬ 
gar.  The  haemorrhagy  recurred  again  on  the 
yth,  to  a  dill  greater  quantity ;  and  was  dop¬ 
ped,  as  in  the  former. 
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No  more  hcemorrhagy  occurred,  until  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  icth,  when  every  thing 
was  tried  in  vain  to  flop  it.  And  he  died  a- 
bout  7  o’clock  the  fame  morning. 

lie  had  another  tumour,  of  the  fize  of  an 
egg,  ftretched  over  the  coronal  future,  of  the 
atheromatous  kind. 

He  had  ufed  a  variety  of  remedies  without  be¬ 
nefit,  the  compofition  of  which  he  did  not  know’* 

D  issection.  On  cutting  the  teguments 
over  the  tumour,  they  were  found  preterna- 
turally  thickened  in  feveral  places.  And  im¬ 
mediately  beneath,  we  found  the  Platifma  my- 
oides  in  the  fame  hate. 

On  laying  open  the  tumour,  we  found  it 
principally  compofed  of  fat ;  which,  in  fever¬ 
al  places,  was  hardened.  And,  difperfed  a- 
mongft  the  fat,  we  found  feveral  pretty  large 
eyfts,  containing  a  very  fetid  matter,  of  the 
confidence  and  colour  of  lintfeed-oil. 

On  examining  the  root  of  the  tumour,  we 
found  it  adhering  by  a  cellular  fubflance  to  the 
trunk  of  the  carotid  artery,  the  whole  way; 
the  mufcles  fo  prefifed  away,  as  to  turn  the 
face  towards  the  left  flioulder. 
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The  trachea  was  pufhed  over  to  the  left 
fide. 

The  right  fide  of  the  under-jaw  was  fo 
twifted,  that  the  flat  fide  of  it  turned  to¬ 
wards  the  tumour,  and  the  teeth  lay  horizon¬ 
tally  in  the  mouth.  Both  falivary  and  lym¬ 
phatic  glands  were  found  perfectly  found. 

Nothing  elfe  occurred  on  dific&ion. 

We  obferved,  on  the  furface  of  the  tumour, 
fome  very  beautiful  ramifications  of  veins,  in 
a  varicofe  ft  ate. 

The  tumour  weighed  thirty  pounds. 
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Account  of  a  remarkable  enlargement  of  the 
Spleen.  Communicated  to  Dr  Duncan  by 
Mr  James  Elliot,  Surgeon's  Mate ,  23 d 
Regiment . 

A  MAN,  aged  26,  of  a  relaxed  habit  of 
body,  and  middle  fize,  was  admitted 
into  the  Houfe  of  Induftry  of  this  city,  (Dub¬ 
lin),  feemingly  labouring  under  an  afcites* 
which,  as  he  faid,  had  been  gradually  coming 
on  for  fome  years,  but  had  increafed  rapidly 
for  thefe  fome  months  paft. 

On  examination,  the  abdominal  fwelling 
was  found  very  confiderable ;  of  a  fmooth, 
uniform,  ftiining  appearance.  However,  as  a 
confiderable  degree  of  hardnefs  was  felt  all 
over  the  left  fide,  without  any  perceivable 
fluctuation,  it  was  confidered  as  a  complicated 
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cafe ;  and  the  operation  of  tapping  was  de¬ 
clined. 

About  a  fortnight  previous  to  admiffion, 
violent  pains  about  the  region  of  the  ftomach 
fupervened,  with  naufea,  and  vomiting  at  times. 
To  thefe,  difficult  refpiration,  and  flight  pal- 
pitatio  cordis,  fucceeded. 

He  remained  in  the  houfe  for  three  weeks, 
with  little  trouble  from  the  above  complaints, 
when  he  was  feized  with  the  ufual  febrile 
fymptoms ;  which  continuing  to  increafe,  he 
was  removed  to  the  Ferer  ward  ;  and,  in  a 
few  days,  died. 

On  difleftion,  the  fpleen  was  found  of  an 
enormous  fize,  reaching  from  the  diaphragm, 
(which  it  had  in  fome  degree  puffied  upwards), 
to  the  cavity  of  the  os  ilium.  Its  breadth 
nearly  occupied  the  left  fide ;  having  pufhed 
the  inteftines,  and  other  vifcera,  wholly  to 
the  right,  which  occafioned  the  uniform  ex¬ 
ternal  appearance. 

The  inteftines  were  confiderably  inflated ; 
and  the  ftomach  was  wedged,  in  a  perpendicu¬ 
lar  direftion,  between  them  and  the  fpleen. 

The  left  kidney  was  nearly  in  its  natural 
fituation,  but  confiderably  flattened. 
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The  other  vifcera  were  of  their  natural  co¬ 
lour,  fize,  but  very  much  pufhed  from 
their  natural  fitnation. 

The  fpleen,  when  taken  from  the  body,  was 
found  to  weigh  eleven  pounds  thirteen  oun¬ 
ces.  Its  texture,  figure,  and  bluiffi  colour, 
were  little,  if  at  all,  changed.  The  dimen- 
fions  were,  in  length,  fourteen  inches  and  a 
half;  in  breadth,  eight  and  a  half.  In 
thicknefs,  at  the  fuperior  and  middle  part* 
was  four  inches  and  a  half ;  and  at  the  inferior  * 
parr,  four  and  a  quarter. 

Little  or  no  water  was  found.  Nor  did 
any  other  remarkable  appearance  prefent  it- 
felf. 

•  « 

It  appears,  that  the  above  patient  felt  little 

inconvenience  from  the  gradual  growth  of  the 
fpleen,  till  it  had  acquired  fuch  a  fize  as  to 
impede  the  organs  of  digeftion  ;  which  occa- 
honed  the  pains,  naufea,  and  vomiting.  And 
the  difficult  refpiration,  with  palpitatio  cordis, 
were  mod  probably  produced  by  the  interrup¬ 
tion  given  to  the  a&ion  of  the  lungs  and 
hearr. 

That  enlargements  of  this  vifcus  frequent¬ 
ly  take  place,  is  undoubted  :  but  I  do  not  re- 
YoL.VILDsc.il*  2  I  collect 
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colleft  of  having  ever  heard  of  fuch  a  cafe  as 
the  above.  I  believe,  Morgagni,  in  his  ela¬ 
borate  work,  de  CauGs  et  Sedibus  Morborum, 
has  related  a  diffe&ion,  where  the  fpleen  weigh¬ 
ed  eight  pounds  three  ounces.  From  thefe, 
and  the  frequent  lufus  nature  which  the  fpleen 
exhibits,  befides  the  little  injury  done  to  ani¬ 
mals  by  its  excifion,  may  we  not  conclude, 
that  its  ufe  is  of  little  importance  to  the  ani¬ 
mal  oaconomy  ? 

The  above  patient  was  under  the  care  of 
Dr  Burrowes ;  and  was  opened  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  feveral  medical  fludents. 

The  fpleen  is  yet  in  the  above  gentleman’s 
poffeffion. 

I  have  been  thus  circumftantial,  as  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  an  extraordinary  occurrence. 
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An  Account  of  the  Epidemic  Catarrh  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  end  of  the  year  1789,  as  it  appeared  in 
Jamaica.  By  Mr  John  Lindfay,  Surgeon. 
Communicated  in  a  letter  to  Dr  Monro . 


Sir,, 

lt hough  the  epidemic  catarrh  has  been 
often  well  deferibed,  and  has  been 
long  known  to  be  the  mod:  widely  fpreading 
epidemic  we  are  acquainted  with,  yet,  as  you 
may,  perhaps,  have  had  but  few  deferiptions 
of  it  from  the  Torrid  Zone,  efpecially  from  Ja¬ 
maica,  and  among  another  fpecies,  too,  of  the 
human  race,  (namely  Negroes),  1  have  taken 
the  liberty  of  troubling  you  with  a  fhort  ac¬ 
count  of  this  difeafe,  as  it  appeared  here  in  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  1789.  But,  as  it  is  ge¬ 
nerally  defirable,  and  may  be  ufeful,  to  have 
fome  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  place  where  an 
epidemic  difeafe  takes  place,  I  fnall  giye,  fir  ft,* 
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a  fhort  account  of  the  fituation  in  which  I  faw 
this  difeafe ;  and,  then,  a  few  obfervations  on 
the  weather,  and  the  prevailing  difeafes  pre¬ 
vious  to,  and  accompanying  this  catarrh. 

The  diflrift  in  which  I  faw  this  complaint, 
and  to  which,  alone,  I  confine  this  account  of 
it,  is  in  the  parifh  of  Weffmoreland.  It  is  a- 
bout  50  or  60  miles  in  circuit;  contains  about 
5,500  negro  Haves ;  200  whites ;  and  a  very 
confiderabie  number  of  free  people  of  colour. 
In  this  diftricb,  there  is  a  great  variety  of  both 
fituation  and  climate,  Some  live  on  the  fea- 
fhore,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  low  woody 
fwamps,  ponds,  and  moranes ;  others,  where 
the  fiiore  is  bold,  rocky,  dry,  and  rifes  foon 
into  high  and  woody  hills.  Some  of  the  e- 
ftates  are  fituated  on  low  grounds,  at  but 
finall  diftances  from  the  fea,  furrounded  with 
ponds  and  fwampy  woods ;  others  on  the 
banks  of  a  river,  navigable  for  boats  and  fight¬ 
ers,  eight  or  ten  miles  from  its  mouth,  and 
meandering  through  a  very  large  tra&  of  un¬ 
cultivated  morafs.  Many  are  finely  fituated, 
from  5  to  10  miles  diftant  from  the  fea,  on 
beautiful,  dry,  declining  hills,  clear  of  wood, 
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and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  high  and  woody 
mountains :  fome  again,  in  low  flotations,  fur- 
rounded,  or  almoft  buried,  among  lofty  moun¬ 
tains,  deeply  clothed  in  their  native  impene¬ 
trable  woods,  where  they  are  always  fubjeft 
to  a  damp  and  chilly  air  ;  except  during  the 
fun’s  meridian  fp?endour,  and  where  there  al¬ 
ways  falls  a  great  proportion  of  rain.  Others 
are  placed  almoft  among  the  tops  of  the 
mountains,  at  a  diftance  from,  and  far  above 
the  level  of  the  fea,  nearly  furrounded  with 
hills  and  deep  valleys  ;  full  of  woods  and  in- 
acceftible  rocks,  where  the  air  is  in  general 
tolerably  cool,  comfortable  and  healthy ;  ar,d 
where  there  is  a  large  proportion  of  rain.  And, 
laftly,  there  are  fome  in  one  of  the  moft  0- 
pen,  large,  and  beautiful  plains  in  Jamaica; 
where  the  land  is  well  cultivated,  and  where 
the  weather  is  warm,  dry,  and  regular. 

I,  next,  take  notice  of  the  ftate  of  the  wea¬ 
ther,  for  a  few  months  preceding  this  dif- 
eafe.  , 

* 

In  the  month  of  July,  there  were  only  fix 
days  wholly  dry ;  the  5th,  17th,  20th,  26th, 
27th,  and  28th.  There  were  four  days  on 
which  there  was  a  great  deal  of  rain,  and  very 
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heavy  thunder  and  lightning  ;  viz.  the  ifl, 
15th,  23d,  and  29th.  On  all  the  other 
days  there  was  lefs  or  more  rain  in  the  after¬ 
noons. 

It  may  be  obferved,  that  the  forenoons  in 
this  part  of  the  iiland  are  almofl  always  dry, 
the  rains  commonly  falling  from  about  noon, 
till  3  or  4  o’clock  in  the  afternoon ;  or,  though 
much  feldomer,  in  the  evening.  I  have  not 
called  thofe  days  rainy,  on  which  there  fell 
only  mild  or  flight  fhowers. 

The  mercury  in  Farenheit’s  thermometer, 
in  a  fmall  well-aired  room,  and  fully  expofed 
to  every  change  of  the  atmofphere,  varied  from 
77  to  72  in  the  morning,  at  fun-rife;  from 
90  to  82,  between  1  and  2  o’clock  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon ;  and  from  86  to  76,  about  9  o’clock 
at  night :  the  above  being  always  the  times 
of  obfervatiou. 

There  was  not  fo  much  rain  in  this  month 
as  ufual ;  this  being,  commonly,  a  very  wet 
month.  The  breezes  were  generally  light  and 
changeable ;  and,  although  the  mercury  was 
not  uncommonly  high,  the  weather  was  hot 
and  fultry,  efpecially  during  the  night  5  and 
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every  body  complaining  of  heat,  uneafinefs, 
and  want  of  lleep. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  month,  till  a- 
bout  the  20th,  pneumonic  complaints  were 
very  frequent  and  fevere,  much  more  fo  than 
is  common  at  this  feafon  ;  and  feveral,  efpe- 
cially  of  the  old  «md  weakly,  were  carried  off. 
There  were  many  corrghs,  with  little  fever ; 
and  more  inflammatory  fore- throats  than  or¬ 
dinary.  Complaints  of  the  bowels,  attended 
with  diarrhoea,  and  often  with  the  difcharge 
of  worms,  vcere  alfo  very  common  ;  but  thefe 
were  afcribed  to  eating  of  green  maize,  (In¬ 
dian  corn),  and  many  other  green  vegetables 
which  this  feafon  brings  in.  There  were  al¬ 
fo  fome  rheumatic  complaints  this  month. 

In  Auguft,  the  dry  days  were,  the  7th,  8th, 
9th,  10th,  1 2th,  20th,  27th,  28th,  29th,  and 
gift.  The  rainy,  the  iff,  2d,  1  ith,  i8tk, 
and  19th.  The  other  days  were  very  vari¬ 
ous  :  either  calm,  clofe,  and  fuhry  ;  or  gloomy”, 
with  irregular  fqually  fhowers,  when  but  little 
rain  fell. 

The  mercury  varied  in  the  morning,  from 
77  to  73  ;  at  noon,  from  90  to  80  j  and  at 
night,  from  80  to  76. 

2  I  4 


This 


MEDICAL 


D£c.  II. 


504 

This  month  much  drier  than  ufuah 

The  pneumonic  fever  of  lad  month  con¬ 
tinued  ;  but  more  mild,  and  with  lefs  inflam¬ 
mation.  Several  whites  were  attacked,  pret¬ 
ty  feverely,  with  the  remitting  fever  of  the 
climate,  *  Rheumatic  complaints  continued. 
The  complaints  of  the  bowels  increafed  ;  and 
feme  fell  into  the  true  dyfentery,  by  which 
a  few  of  the  weakly  were  carried  off. 

The  dry  days  in  September,  were,  the  id, 
4th,  9th,  10th,  2 2d,  23d,  and  24th.  The 
rainy  were,  the  7th,  8th,  and  17th. 

The  weather  was,  in  general,  gloomy  and 
changeable,  with  more  thunder  and  lightning 
than  is  common  this  month. 

The  mercury,  in  the  morning,  varied  from 
77  to  74.  At  noon,  from  90  to  80  5  and  at 
night,  from  82  to  77. 

The  pneumonic  fever  dill  continued;  and 
feveral  who  were  weakly,  died.  A  few  re¬ 
mitting  fevers  among  the  whites ;  and  the 
complaints  in  the  bowels  continued,  but  not  fo 
numerous.  There  feemed  to  be  more  fuppur- 
ating  tumours  than  common ;  but,  upon  the 
whole,  this  month  could  not  be  called  un¬ 
healthy, 
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In  O&ober,  the  following  days  were  dry ; 
viz.  the  i ft,  2d,  3d,  8th,  13th,  29th,  30th, 
and  31ft.  The  10th,  i^th,  17th,  20th,  21  ft, 
26th,  and  27Tb,  were  rainy.  The  weather 
was  very  changeable :  fometimes  clear,  calm, 
and  fultry  ;  fometimes  calm  and  gloomy;  and 

1 

fometimes  irregular  fqually  fhowers.  But  it 
was  much  drier  than  ufual,  till  the  20th  and 
2  lft,  when  there  was  a  prodigious  fall  of  rain, 
with  dreadful  thunder  and  lightning.  The 
latter  end  of  the  month  was  moderate  and 
variable. 

The  mercury  varied  in  the  morning,  from 
76  to  74.  At  noon,  from  90  to  82  ;  and  at 
night,  from  81  to  78. 

Fevers  continued ;  but  the  inflammatory 
fymptoms  not  fo  high  as  they  have  been  for 
fome  time  paft. 

A  few  died  in  the  beginnipg  of  this  month, 
who  had  been  ill  in  the  laft. 

Many  of  the  fevers  now  put  on  a  mild  in¬ 
termitting  form,  and  readily  yielded  to  the 
Peruvian  bark. 

About  the  16th,  there  appeared  among  the 
whites  and  mulattoes,  particularly  in  children, 
eryflpelatous  inflammations  in  the  throat,  now 

and 
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and  then  attended  with  flight  fpecks  and  ulce¬ 
ration.  And  about  the  20th,  we  were  vifit- 
ed  with  the  Epidemic  Catarrh . 

In  November,  there  were  only  one  or  two 
flight  fliowers  till  the  15th.  On  that  day,  and 
following  night,  there  were  frequent  drizzling 
fliowers,  with  fqually  north  wind.  From  the 
17th  to  the  2 1  ft,  the  wind  blew  from  the 
north  and  north-eaft,  with  uncommon  feveri- 
ty,  both  day  and  night.  People  of  all  ages 
and  colours,  were  complaining  of  cold,  and 
muffling  themfelves  up  in  the  clofeft  manner 
they  could.  On  the  26th,  there  fell  a  heavy 
rain  ;  and  there  was  fome  rain  on  the  nights 
of  the  27th  and  28th  :  the  reft  of  the  month 
Was  dry,  with  northerly  wind. 

The  catarrh  raged  all  this  month  with  great 
violence:  being,  therefore,  very  feldom  at 
home,  my  thermomerrical  observations  were 
much  interrupted.  What  1  made,  amount  to 
this :  The  mercury  varied  in  the  morning  from 
74  to  72  ;  at  noon,  from  86  to  80;  and  at 
night,  from  76  to  74. 

On  the  2 1  ft  of  this  month,  there  were  two 
fmall  fhocks  of  an  earthquake  felt  in  feveral 
parts  of  the  ifland  ;  and  an  unufual  brightnefs 

m 


1792. 


COMMENTARIES . 


S°1 

in  the  northern  fky  in  the  evening  ;  fuggeft- 
ing  to  fome,  the  idea  of  the  Aurora  borealis , 
and  to  others,  that  of  a  luminous  reflexion 
from  fome  very  great,  but  diflant  fire. 

The  weather,  in  December,  was  variable 
in  the  beginning,  with  feveral  mild  {bowers, 
accompanied  with  thunder,  which  is  uncom¬ 
mon  at  this  feafon.  The  latter  end  of  the 
month,  was,  in  general,  dry,  with  a  light 
northerly  breeze,  with  now  and  then  fmall 
{bowers. 

The  mercury  varied  in  the  morning  from 
75  to  66  ;  at  noon,  from  84  to  7  6;  and,  at 
nighr,  from  77  to  74. 

The  epidemic,  after  having  vifited  fuccefiive- 
ly,  lefs  or  more,  every  eftate  and  fettlement, 
from  the  windward  or  eafierly  parts  of  the 
diftrift,  to  the  leeward  or  wefterly  parts  of 
it,  difappeared  about  the  middle  of  this  month, 
leaving  many  in  a  bate  of  great  weaknefs  and 
debility.  But  the  pneumonic  complaints  did 
not  ceafe  with  the  catarrh.  There  followed 
many  cafes  of  peripneumony  of  an  exquifite 
form ;  feveral  of  which  proved  fatal ;  and  they 
continued  lefs  or  more  for  two  months  after. 
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After  thefe  preliminary  cbfervations,  I  (hall 
next  give  an  account  of  the  difeafe. 

This  catarrh,  or  Influenza,  as  it  was  mofl 
generally  called,  appeared  in  this  diftrift,  firft 
upon  an  eftate  at  a  diflance  from  the  fea,  al- 
mofl  furrounded  writh  woody  mountains,  and 
fubjeft  to  frequent  rains.  It  afle&ed  fome 
negroes  firft  and  mofl  feverely,  who  had  but 
a  fhort  time  before  been  brought  from  a  plea- 
fant,  dry  fituation  on  the  feadhore  in  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  parifli.  It  feized  great  numbers  of 
all  ages,  colours,  and  fexes.  Indeed,  few  e- 
fcaped  more  or  lefs  of  it.  The  form  was  mod 
diflin£t  in  the  young  and  healthy  ;  and  the  or¬ 
dinary  fymptoms  were  as  follow  : 

The  patient  generally  complained,  flrft,  of 
fome  chillinefs  and  cold  lliiverings,  laflitude, 
and  general  forenefs  all  over  him,  as  if  he  had 
been  bruifed ;  with  an  unufual  fenflbility  to 
the  coldnefs  of  the  air.  At  the  fame  time, 
there  was  a  folnefs  of  the  face,  efpecially  a- 
b out  the  eyes,  which  were  full,  had  a  dull 
appearance,  were  watery  and  confiderably  in¬ 
flamed,  and  felt  a  prickling  fcalding  fenfation, 
as  if  the  tears  had  been  burning  hot.  There 
was  a  dull  heavy  pain  in  the  forehead,  and 
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over  the  eyes ;  a  difcharge  of  thin,  clear,  hot 
fluid  from  the  eyes  and  noffrils ;  and  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  whole  countenance  was  often 
fo  much  like  that  at  the  beginning  of  the 
mealies,  that  many  at  firfl  were  doubtful,  and 
looking  often  for  the  eruption.  There  was 
always  lefs  or  more  inflammation  in  the  fauces, 
and  generally  fome  enlargement  of  the  amyg¬ 
dalae  Swallowing  was  not  difficult ;  but  there 
was  a  (harp  pricking  forenefs  in  the  throat, 
which  felt  as  if  it  were  raw,  and  had  a  nura- 
ber  of  fliarp  briflles,  or  hairs,  applied  to  it. 
This  tendStnefs  of  the  fauces  and  throat,  irri¬ 
tated  by  the  thin,  hot,  fliarp  mucus  plentiful¬ 
ly  fecreted  there,  made  the  cough  very  fre¬ 
quent,  painful,  and  diflreffing.  There  was 
commonly  fome  ftraitnefs,  very  often  pain  in 
the  chefl,  with  lefs  or  more  difficulty  of  iia- 
fpi ration.  This  laft  was  fometimes  great. 

Sometimes  there  was  a  confiderable  fever 
from  the  beginning ;  but  often  this  was  hard¬ 
ly  perceptible,  except  towards  the  evening. 

When  the  patient  was  flrong,  the  pulfc 
was  generally  flrong  and  full,  feldom  frequent, 
and  often  more  foft  and  open  than  hard. 
Sometimes  it  was  not  different  from  natural ; 
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but,  in  the  weak  and  elderly,  it  was  often 
fmall,  weak,  and  oppreffed,  efpecially  when 
the  lungs  were  loaded  with  vifcid  mucus. 

Blood  taken  at  this  time  was  fometimes  dark- 
coloured  and  denfe,  efpecially  in  the  young 
and  athletic ;  but  it  was  often  more  florid  and 
foft,  than  a  firfl  fight  of  the  fymptoms  might 
have  led  to  expe<5l. 

The  Ikin  was  commonly  foft  and  moifl, 
and  the  heat  little  different  from  the  natural 
flate.  Thefe  were  the  general  appearances  of 
the  firfl  attack. 

On,  or  after  the  third  day,  the  firfl  fymp¬ 
toms  commonly  abated.  The  cough  became 
more  free,  and  lefs  teazing ;  and  the  patient 
brought  up,  with  confiderable  eafe,  a  copious 
difcharge  of  mucus  from  the  lungs,  the  bed 
white,  and  of  a  whitifh  colour,  of  an  uniform 
and  pretty  thick  confidence,  fometimes  ftreak- 
ed  with  blood.  This  gradually  changed  into 
a  clear  mild  mucus,  eafily  brought  up ;  and, 
with  the  cough,  fometimes  went  away  in  a 
few  days,  but  oftener  continued  from  a  week 
to  ten  or  twelve  days.  This  was  the  ordinary 
and  mildefi  form  of  the  difeafe.  There  were 
many,  indeed,  who  had  the  complaint  fo  flight- 
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Iy,  that  they  neither  left  their  employment, 
nor  applied  for  medicine. 

Great  numbers,  in  a  very  fhort  time,  were 
attacked  with  this  difeafe,  which  much  alarm¬ 
ed  almoft  every  body ;  and  the  doctor’s  advice 
was  eagerly  applied  for.  Dr  Drummond,  an 
eminent  and  experienced  phyfician,  who  has 
the  chief  medical  praflice  of  this  diftrift,  fatis- 
fied  them  with  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  dif¬ 
eafe,  and  the  plan  proper  for  the  treatment  of 
It. 

It  is  well  known  that  this  difeafe,  in  its  or¬ 
dinary  and  mild  ftate,  is  feldom  very  danger¬ 
ous  ;  and,  in  many  cafes,  a  mild  and  rather 
fpare  diet,  reft,  avoiding  expofure  to  the 
air,  and  promoting  a  gentle  fweat  or  foft  ikin 
for  a  few  days,  is  fufficient  for  carrying  it  off. 
>  When  remedies  were  neceffary,  bleeding, 
lefs  or  more,  in  the  beginning,  when  the  pa¬ 
tient  was  young  and  flout,  gave  relief ;  and  it 
was,  in  many  cafes,  neceffary  to  repeat  it. 
After  bleeding,  a  mild  purgative,  if  the  belly 
was  not  already  open,  was  given.  A  fmall 
portion  of  an  antimonial,  ufually  emetic  tartar, 
was  generally  combined  with  the  purgative. 
This  commonly  promoted  the  determination  to 
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the  Ikin  ;  efpecially  if  a  few  drops  of  Lau¬ 
danum  were  given  after  its  operation  :  and  if 
the  antiraonial  made  them  puke  once  or  twice, 
it  was  an  advantage.  A  gentle  fweat  was 
then  kept  up,  by  avoiding  expofure  to  the  air 
as  much  as  poffible,  and  drinking  mild  tepid 
diluents,  fuch  as  barley-water,  weak  broths, 
gruel,  Sec. 

Although  the  patients  were  forbid  expofing 
themfelves  to  any  ftream  or  current  of  air, 
they  were  not  defired  to  have  their  apartments 
overheated  with  fire,  or  their  bodies  over¬ 
loaded  with  clothes. 

If  confiderable  pain  in  any  part  of  the  chefl, 
with  difficulty  of  refpiration,  took  place,  blis¬ 
ters  to  the  part  afFeCkd  were  very  ufeful,  and 
always  had  recourfe  to.  In  -  fuch  cafes,  alfo, 
bleeding  was  repeated,  according  to  the  flrength 
of  the  patient.  A  free  and  copious  expector¬ 
ation  generally  foon  came  on,  and,  continuing 
for  a  few  days,  put  an  end  to  the  difeafe. 

This  was  the  moll:  common  mode  of  treat¬ 
ing  this  complaint ;  but,  in  many  inftances, 
it  was  not  only  more  violent,  but  extremely 
dangerous. 
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In  feveral  of  the  young,  flout  and  healthy, 
moft  of  the  fymptoms  and  danger  of  the  true 
peripneumonia  were  brought  on,  and  required 
the  moft  diligent  attention,  and  ufe  of  the 
niofi:  efficacious  remedies  in  that  difeafe  ;  efpe- 
cially  thofe  of  early  and  free  bleeding,  and  in¬ 
ducing  and  promoting  a  free  and  copious  ex¬ 
pectoration. 

It  was  not  unfrequently  obferved,  however, 
that  although  many  bore,  and  abfolutely  re¬ 
quired  free  and  repeated  bleedings ;  yet  there 
were  feveral  inftances,  in  which,  though  the 
fymptoms  were  violent  and  alarming,  bleeding 
could  not  fafely  be  carried  fo  far  as  the  feve«* 
rity  of  the  fymptoms,  and  the  ftrength  of  the 
patient  might,  at  firft  fight,  have  given  room 
to  expeCb  The  blood,  in  thefe  cafes,  during 
the  firft  days,  was  nothing,  or  but  little,  dif¬ 
ferent  from  a  healthy  (late,  Afterwards,  it 
became  more  denfe,  vifeid,  and  frequently 
buffy  ;  efpecially  about  the  end  of  the  firft 
Week,  or  height  of  the  difeafe.  In  thefe  cafes, 
the  treatment  was  much  the  fame  as  in  the 
true  peripneumonia ;  fuch  as,  free  and  early 
bleeding,  opening  the  bowels  and  fkin,  by  the 
fame  medicines  as  in  the  common  and  milder 
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forms  of  the  complaint,  encouraging  perfpira- 
tion  by  diluents,  &c. 

When  the  force  of  the  arterial  fyftem  was 
abated  by  bleeding  and  unloading  the  bowels, 
antiphlogittic  and  diaphoretic  medicines  were 
freely  ufed  :  fuch  as,  Nitre,  combined  with 
Crude  Sal  Ammoniac,  with  Camphire,  or  with 
a  portion  of  Dover’s  powder,  and  fometimes 
with  an  antimonial,  as  circumttances  feemed 
to  require  ;  and  thefe  were  aflifted  by  mild 
diluting  tepid  drinks.  By  thefe  means,  a  free 
diaphorefis  was  generally  brought  on  ;  and,  if 
accompanied  with  an  eafy  expe&oration,  -every 
thing  went  on  well. 

But  in  fome  cafes  there  occurred  fevere 
and  obttinate  pains  in  fome  part  of  the  chett, 
which  were  but  little  relieved  by  the  firft 
bleeding,  purging,  application  of  blitters,  &c. 
In  thefe  cafes,  the  fever  increafed  after  the 
gd  and  4th  day ;  refpiration  became  very  dif¬ 
ficult,  and  the  cough  violent  and  diftrelling. 
With  no  fputum,  or  only  a  little,  brought  up 
with  much  exertion  and  fatigue.  The  ufe  of 
the  lancet  was,  in  fuch  cafes,  carried  as  far  as 
could  be  ventured  on.  No  period  of  the  difeafe 
deterred  from  having  recourfe  to  it,  when  dif¬ 
ficult 
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ficult  breathing,  fixed  pain  in  any  part  of  the 
chert,  hot  and  dry  {kin,  difficult  expectora¬ 
tion,  and  the  drying  of  blirters  toon  after  they 
were  removed,  combined  to  require  it.  And 
although  the  rtrength  and  general  habit  of  the 
patient  feemed  to  forbid  the  ufe  of  the  lancet 
in  the  latter  end  of  the  fecond  week  of  the 
difeato ;  yet,  even  then,  under  the  fymptoms 
now  mentioned,  a  few  ounces  of  blood  taken, 
was  followed  by  the  beft  effe&s. 

When  bleeding  had  been  carried  as  far  as 
could  be  ventured  on,  blirters  were  then  applied 
freely,  and  were  of  great  fervice.  But  while  the 
fkin  continued  hot  and  dry,  the  pulfe  frequent 
and  {harp,  the  breathing  and  expectoration  diffi¬ 
cult;  blirters,  then,  often  dry  toon  after  they 
are  taken  off ;  and  a  repetition  of  them,  in 
this  cafe,  is  not  only  ufelefs,  but  I  have  fre¬ 
quently  feen  them  increafe  the  heat  and  other 
fymptoms  of  obftinacy,  and  confequently  the 
danger  of  the  difeafe. 

In  a  few  cafes,  where  the  patient  was  young 
and  rtrong,  and  where  the  lancet  had  been 
very  freely  ufed  in  the  beginning  of  the  com¬ 
plaint,  the  difeafe  went  off  by  retolution,  al¬ 
though  the  fymptoms  had  been  pretty  fevere; 
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But  this  was  feldom  ;  and  expe&oration  was 
chiefly  trufled  to.  To  promote  this,  mild 
tepid  diluents,  as  obferved  above,  bland  mu¬ 
cilaginous  deco&ions,  fuch  as  that  of  Lintfeed 
fweetened  with  fugar,  or  the  extraft  of  Liquor¬ 
ice,  acidulated  with  lemon  juice,  were  ufed  as 
common  drink.  The  deco&ion  of  the  radix 
fenekce,  joined  with  crude  fal  ammoniac,  were 
ufed  where  the  fymptoms  of  inflammation  pre¬ 
vailed  5  and  with  gum  ammoniac,  or  feme  of  the 
warm  gums,  and  oxymel  of  fquills,  when  the 
bronchia*  were  loaded  with  vifeid  mucus,  the 
exertion  of  the  lungs  weak,  and  all  fymptoms 
of  inflammation  abfent.  When  any  tendency 
to  purging  was  obferved,  it  was  relieved  by 
the  paregoric  elixir,  or  a  fmall  quantity  of 
laudanum.  Along  with  thefe,  other  pe&orals 
were  often  ufed  with  advantage,  viz.  decoc¬ 
tions  of  the  wild  Liquorice  (Abrus  precatorius 
Lin.),  with  Pear  tree  leaves  (Laurus  Perfea), 
and  the  young  leaves  of  the  Plum  tree  (Spon- 
dias  Myrobalanus),  were  ufed  with  advantage. 
I  was  informed  alfo,  that  the  infuflon  and 
light  decoclion  of  the  Colt’s-foot,  (Piper  pel- 
tatum),  had  been  very  ufeful ;  and  the  decoc¬ 
tions  of  feveral  others  of  this  genus  might 
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have  been  ufed,  as  mild  diaphoretics  and  ex¬ 
pectorants,  with  conliderable  advantage.  Al- 
fo  the  Sweet-broom  weed  (Scoparia  dulcis), 
and  the  Polygala  paniculata  with  many  others, 
might  have  been  employed  for  this  intention. 

,  1 

When  the  febrile  fymptoms  were  gone,  and 
the  patient  rather  weak,  the  expectorants  wrere 
affided  by  hartfhorn,  &c.  ;  and  a  very  liberal 
ufe  of  wine  was,  in  many  cafes,  neceffary. 

In  one  or  two,  the  difeafe  was  protracled 
upwards  of  three  weeks.  In  one,  in  particu¬ 
lar,  who  had  caught  a  little  cold  when  recover¬ 
ing  from  the  fir il  attack  of  the  complaint,  the 
fymptoms  began  afrefh,  and  fevere,  in  the 
form  of  an  acute  pleurify ;  which,  after  being 
relieved  by  bleeding,  bliftering,  &c.  commen¬ 
ced  in  a  few  days  again,  the  pain  invading  a 
different  part  of  the  ched.  In  this  manner, 
fhe  differed  repeated  attacks :  the  inflamma¬ 
tory  fymptoms  appearing  fucceffively  in  every 
part  of  the  bread  ;  generally  attended  with  a 
copious  difcharge  from  the  lungs ;  thin  and 
gleety  when  the  fymptoms  were  fevere  ;  more 
of  a  purulent  form,  when  they  abated  a  lit¬ 
tle;  and  often  mixed  with  blood.  This  pa¬ 
tient,  although  every  poflible  attention  and 
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care  was  paid  to  her,  fell  a  facrifice  to  having 
imprudently  expofed  herfelf  a  little  too  foon 
to  the  night  air.  Another,  who  differed  much 
in  the  fame  manner,  was  faved  with  the  ut- 
mott  difficulty;  and  was  long  in  recovering 
even  a  moderate  date  of  health. 

i 

In  fome  inttances,  the  difcharge  from  the 
lungs  was  uncommonly  large,  and  continued 
for  feven  or  eight  weeks,  endangering  life  by 
extreme  debility.  In  a  few  cafes,  the  mifer- 
able  patients,  defpairing  of  life,  gave  themfelves 
wholly  up,  refufing  every  kind  of  nourifhment 
and  affiflance,  from  either  the  Do&ors,  their 
friends,  or  companions ;  and  it  was  with  the 
greatett  difficulty,  and  the  utmofl  exertion  of 
patience,  diligence,  and  humane  induftry,  in 
their  worthy  matters  or  managers,  that  their 
lives  were  at  latt  faved. 

r'  '  K  >.  *  «. 

In  fuch  cafes,  a  light  and  nourifhing  diet, 
with  wine  to  fupport  the  patient,  wasindifpen- 
fably  neceffary  ;  and  a  pretty  free  ufe  of  the 
Peruvian  bark  was  of  great  fervice,  in  gra¬ 
dually  rettraining  the  difcharge  from  the  lungs, 
and  recovering  the  ttrength.  An  anodyne  at 
pight  when  the  cough  was  troublefome,  and 

no 
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no  fymptom  of  inflammation,  or  opprcflion  of 
the  lungs,  prefent,  was  very  neceflary. 

Notwithflanding  the  violence  of  the  fymp* 
toms,  and  the  length  of  time  for  which  the 
lungs  were  fometimes  affeded,  1  do  not  recoi¬ 
led  an  inflance  of  the  phthifls  pulmonalis  tak¬ 
ing  place  in  confequence  of  this  complaint. 

In  fome  inrtances,  this  Influenza  commen¬ 
ced  with  dulnefs  and  languor,  with  a  fluggifli 
and  weak  pulfe  ;  fkin  cold,  tongue  tnoift  and 
clean ;  and,  in  fliort,  with  fcarcely  a  febrile 
fymptom.  This  ftate  fometimes  continued 
one  or  two  days,  the  patient  not  knowing 
what  to  do  with  himfelf. 

When  the  nature  of  the  epidemic  was 
known,  recourfe  was  immediately  had  to  the 
warm  bath,  and  tepid  diaphoretic  drinks,  to 
bring  on  the  difeafe  in  its  proper  form  j  other- 
wife  the  patient  ran  a  rifk  of  life,  from  a  tor¬ 
por  of  the  vis  vitse,  and  flagnation  of  the 
blood  in  the  lungs.  I  knew  two  or  three  in- 
flances,  where  young,  healthy,  flout,  and 
well-difpofed  negroes,  after  complaining  for 
two  days  in  the  above  manner,  fell  fuddenly 
down  at  their  employment,  as  if  they  had 
been  flruck  with  apoplexy ;  and  if  immediate 
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relief  had  not  been  afforded  them,  they  would, 
to  all  appearance,  foon  have  expired,  fulfocat- 
&d  by  a  ftagnation  of  the  blood  in  their  lungs. 
In  fuch  cafes,  the  patient  was  immediately 
freely  bled  ;  then  lbme  warm  fangree,  or  tod¬ 
dy,  with  fome  fpirits  of  hartfhorn,  was  given, 
and  repeated  till  he  was  a  little  recovered. 
Soon  after  this,  he  generally  fell  into  a  fleep 
and  profufe  fweat.  This  was  diligently  kept 
up  ;  and  the  patients  generally  did  well.— 
Such  cafes  were  alarming,  always  dangerous, 
and  required  a  great  deal  of  attention.  In  one 
negro,  however,  who  died,  and  who  had  been 
affected  femewhat  in  this  manner,  on  being 
opened,  the  greatefl  part  of  the  lungs  was  as 
compaft  and  firm  as  a  liver ;  and  a  frnall  por¬ 
tion,  cut  put,  and  put  in  water,  fank  immedi¬ 
ately  to  the  bottom. 

A  want  of  the  exertion  of  the  vis  vitse  in 
the  lungs,  was  generally  predominant  in  thofe 
who  were  weak  and  elderly.  In  thefe,  the 
febrile  fymptoms  were  often  fo  very  trifling, 
as  to  be  fcarcely  worth  noticing;  and  their 
danger  arofe  from  the  infar&ion  of  the 
bronchia  with  vifeid,  fubpuriform  mucus.  In 
fuch  cafes,  the  difeafe  having  taken  fo  much  the 
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form  of  the  Peripneumonia  Notha ,  vomiting 
gently,  if  the  patient  could  bear  it,  blifters, 
and  warm  gently  flimulant  expe&orants,  with 
the  other  remedies  recommended  in  that  com¬ 
plaint,  were  directed.  Several,  however,  fell 
victims  to  the  catarrh  in  this  form. 

In  a  few  cafes  of  negroes,  and  thofe  appa¬ 
rently  ffout,  but  who  had  been  much  addicted 
to  debauchery  and  hard  drinking,  the  epide¬ 
mic,  along  with  its  character iftic  fymptoms, 
induced  a  putrid  diathelis;  and  particularly 
if  any  __  affection  of  the  liver  chanced  to  be 
prefent.  The  ’  craffamentum  of  the  blood 
in  thefe  cafes  was  grumous,  loofe  at  bot¬ 
tom,  covered  with  a  yellowifh  jelly  in- 
flead  of  a  huffy  coat,  and  the  ferum  tur¬ 
bid,  of  a  reddifli  yellow  colour.  The  pa¬ 
tient  was  reftlefs,  anxious,  and  deje&ed  ;  re- 
fpiration  oppreffed,  and  the  fputum  of  a  dark 
green,  or  bilious  colour,  often  mixed  with  a 
dark  thin  fanies.  The  eyes,  and  roots  of 
the  nails,  grew  yellow,  (a  bilious  tinge 
does  not  become  generally  confpicuous  on  a 
negro’s  fkin),  and  great  quantities  of  offen- 
five  bile  were  paffed,  both  by  vomit  and  {fool. 

Thefe  cafes  were  but  few.  The  fymptoms 
readily  pointed  out  the  remedies.  But,  I  am 
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forry  to  fay,  when  the  fifft  were  fevere,  the 
latter,  however  diligently  they  were  employ¬ 
ed,  were  at  lafl  ineffectual. 

Thefe  were  the  chief  appearances  which 
this  epidemic  catarrh  put  on  in  the  diftrifl:  a- 
bove  mentioned.  It  was  fometimes,  however, 
accompanied  with  the  fymptoms  of  other  dif- 
orders. 

Sometimes  the  inflammation  of  the  throat 
arofe  to  a  confiderable  degree  of  the  Cynancht 
Torjlllaris .  But  this  was  eafily  relieved  by 
the  remedies  commonly  employed  in  that  com¬ 
plaint. 

Little  ulcerations,  now  and  then,  appeared 
in  the  mouths  and  fauces  of  children,  and  gave 
a  good  deal  of  the  appearance  of  Cynanchc 
Maligna  :  but  they  were  feldom  attended  with 
the  typhoid  fever,  which  generally  accompanies 
this  difeafe  ;  and  they  yielded  readily  to  de¬ 
tergent  gargles.  Thofe  who  were  weakly, 
and  feveral  of  the  whites  and  mulattoes,  re¬ 
quired  the  afliftance  of  the  Peruvian  bark  and 

wine.  I  have  heard,  however,  that  the 
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Cynanche  Maligna,  in  fome  parts  of  the 
ifland,  was  not  only  frequent,  but  often  fatal, 
during  this  epidemic. 

Upon 
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Upon  one  of  the  ettates,  where  a  great 

1 

number  of  the  negroes  were  very  ill  with  the 
epidemic  catarrh,  a  young  man,  one  of  the 
book-keepers,  who  had  a  great  deal  of  fatigue 
in  a  conttant  attendance  on  the  fick,  was  fud- 
denly  feized  with  fevere  pain  acrofs  the  breatt, 
accompanied  with  fuch  a  weight  and  fenfe  of 
fpafmodic  ttri&ure,  as  almott  deprived  him  of 
breathing.  He  fell  down  almoft  feofelefs  \ 
and,  probably,  would  have  fallen  a  victim  to 
this  attack,  if  he  had  not  foon  been  relieved. 
The  Do&or,  fortunately,  being  at  hand,  he 
was  freely  bled,  and  fome  warm  cordials  given 
immediately,  along  with  fome  hartfhorn  and 
laudanum.  He  recovered  a  good  deal ;  but 
continued  low  and  languid.  He  was  taken  in 
the  fame  manner  next  day,  when  I  happened 
to  be  in  the  houfe ;  and  the  circulation  was 
foon  fo  far  arretted,  that  his  face,  lips,  and 
nails,  began  to  be  of  a  livid  purple,  the  ikin 
cool,  and  the  pulfe  feeble.  He  was  immedi¬ 
ately  bled,  and  roufed  with  wine  and  hartf- 
horn.  By  thefe,  with  warm  frictions,  he  re¬ 
covered  ;  but  continued  very  weak.  He  had, 
all  this  time,  but  little  or  no  fever ;  nor  did 
the  other  fymptoms  of  the  epidemic,  manifett 
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tiiemfelves  in  this  cafe.  This  young  man  re¬ 
covered  flowly  after  this :  continued  weak  ; 
and,  at  lad,  became  fubje&  to  the  attack  of 
his  complaint,  repeated  on  any  occafion  of  fa¬ 
tigue,  particularly  walking.  In  fliort,  this 
complaint  appeared,  at  length,  to  be  nearly  al¬ 
lied  to  that  ddcribed  under  the  title  of  Angi¬ 
na  Pe£loris.  And,  after  being  recommended 
to  the  ufe  of  bark,  with  fnake  root,  and  fome 
Heel  bitters  infufed  in  wine,  he  was  advifcd 
to  change  his  prefent  fatiguing  employment 
for  one  more  eafy,  and  confined  within  doors. 
Since  he  has  made  this  change,  I  have  not 
heard  of  his  being  afili&ed  with  the  com¬ 
plaint. 

It  feems  probable  to  me,  that  the  firfl  at¬ 
tack  of  this  difeafe,  was  brought  on  by  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  catarrhal  infection.  But  it  is, 
perhaps,  no  lefs  pofiible,  that  the  Iofs  of  blood, 
which  appeared  necdfary  for  the  immediate 
prefervation  of  life,  joined  to  lome  predifpoli- 
tion  in  the  conftitution,  might  have  given 
room  for  the  complaint  afterwards,  to  put  on 
the  form  of  Angina  PeHoris. 

I  faw  one  cafe,  refembling  the  Cynanche 
Parotidea  ;  and  heard  of  one  child  dying  of 
the  Cynanche  Trachealis. 
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Towards  the  end  of  this  epidemic,  the  fe¬ 
ver  often  took  the  form  of  an  Intermittent ; 
and  whenever  the  intermiffions  were  diftin&ly 
marked,  notwithflanding  the  forbidding  ap¬ 
pearances  from  the  affe&ions  of  the  chefl,  it 
readily  yielded  to  the  bark  :  at  the  fame  time, 
fuch  medicines  were  ufed,  as  the  other  fymp- 
toms  required.  The  bark,  however,  was  to 

r 

be  ufed  entirely  with  the  view  of  putting  a 
flop  to  the  fever  in  one  or  two  paroxyfms ; 
for  if  a  fufficient  quantity  was  not  brifkly  tak¬ 
en,  fo  as  to  have  this  effe£l,  this  medicine,  con¬ 
tinued  longer,  was  not  only  ufelefs,  but  hurt¬ 
ful. 

On  fome  eflates,  this  catarrh  was  very  fe- 
vere,  and  affe&ed  great  numbers.  On  others, 
it  was  very  mild  ;  and,  on  a  few,  it  was  hard¬ 
ly  perceivable.  What  this  was  chiefly  owing 
to,  was  not  very  e? ident ;  but  it  was  obferved,. 
in  general,  that  this  diforder  was  mod  fevere 
and  fatal,  on  thofe  eflates  which  were  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  large  ponds.  This,  pof* 
fibly,  may  be  imputed  to  a  cuflom  very  com¬ 
mon  among  negroes,  of  throwing  themfelves 
into  the  firfl  cold  water  they  meet  with,  when 
they  are  heated  by  exercife,  &c.  And  it 

was 
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was  flill  more  remarkable,  where  any  deaths 
happened  ;  and,  undoubtedly,  arofe  from  ano¬ 
ther  cuftom,  but  too  prevalent  among  negroes; 
which  is,  employing  the  whole  night  at  their 
funerals,  in  riotous  and  noify  Tinging,  dancing, 
drinking,  See. ;  and,  then,  either  fleeping 
drunk  in  the  open  air,  or  plunging  themfelves 
into  the  water,  to  cool  and  refrefli  themfelves 
for  more  exercife. 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  all  the  obfervations  I  have 
made  on  the  epidemic  catarrh.  They  tend  to 
fhew,  that  the  appearance  of  this  difeafe  is 
much  the  fame  in  every  climate,  and  among 
every  race  of  men.  And  you  will  form  fome 
idea  of  its  mortality  here,  from  knowing,  that, 
among  5,500  Haves,  200  whites,  and  a  large 
proportion  of  free  people  of  colour,  it  proved 
fatal  to  13  or  14  :  and  the  greateft  part 
of  thefe  were  old,  in  whom,  the  difeafe  took 
the  form  of  the  peripneumonia  notha. 

Whether  the  epidemic  catarrh,  arifes  chiefly 
from  the  influence  of  fome  particular  condition 
or  (late  of  the  atmofphere,  or  from  contagion 
communicated  from  one  body  to  another,  may 
admit  of  fome  uncertainty  and  difpute ;  ^but, 
it  is  probable,  both  may  have  fome  fliare  in 
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it.  A  particular  condition  of  the  atmofphere, 
may  have  the  efFe£t  of  difpofing  the  human 
body  to  be  more  readily  affefted  in  one  par¬ 
ticular  manner,  than  any  other  ;  and  in  what-  * 
ever  way  the  fyftem  is  once  affe&ed,  contagi¬ 
on  from  other  bodies,  may  contribute  to 
heighten  the  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe,  and  ren¬ 
der  it  more  dangerous. 

Peripneumonies  continued  frequent  and  vio¬ 
lent,  for  two  or  three  months  after  the  epi¬ 
demic  catarrh ;  and,  in  the  Summer,  the 
hooping-cough  became  frequent,  and  often 
fevere. 
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Medical  News, 


ALTHOUGH,  from  different  circumdan- 
ces,  the  progrefs  made  in  building  the 
New  College  at  Edinburgh,  during  the  courfe 
of  lad:  Summer,  has  not  been  fo  confiderable 
as  might  have  been  expe&ed,  yet,  the  work 
has  been  carried  on  to  Tome  extent  without 
interruption.  And,  in  addition  to  the  teach* 
ing-rooms,  which  were  occupied  lad:  Winter 
Seflion  by  different  profeffors,  the  various  a* 
partments  intended  for  the  Anatomical  clafs* 
are  now  completed.  On  the  lad  Wednefday 
of  October  1792,  the  dated  day  for  the  com¬ 
mencement 
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mencement  of  the  Medical  claffes  at  Edinburgh 
for  the  Winter-Seffion,  Dr  Monro  began 
bis  courfe  of  le&ures  in  the  excellent  new 
Anatomical  Theatre.  On  this  occafion,  he 
addreiTed  a  very  numerous  audience,  in  an  e- 
legant  and  animated  exordium. 

He  fuppofed,  that  the  feelings  of  all,  on 
firft  entering  the  place,  would  nearly  corre- 
fpond. 

That,  while  they  paid  juft  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  the  architeft,  whofe  genius  plan¬ 
ned  the  great  and  elegant  work,  of  which  this 
theatre  made  a  part ;  they  mull  be  fenfible  how 
much  was  due  to  thofe  perfons,  not  lefs  di- 
ftinguilhed  by  their  real  patriotifm,  than  by 
their  rank  in  life  5  and  particularly,  how  much 
was  owing  to  the  prefen t  Very  worthy  and  li¬ 
beral-minded  Chief  Magiftrate  *,  and  to  his 
colleagues,  who  laid  the  foundation  of  this 
work,  and  placed  the  execution  of  it  in  fuch 
hands. 

The  elegance  and  extent  of  the  defigii,  the 
readinefs  with  which  a  moft  refpe&able  lift  of 
liberal  fubfcribers  had  promoted  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  it,  the  countenance  of  thofe  who  ho- 
Yol.  VII.  Dec.  II.  2  L  noured 
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/ 


53° 


MEDICAL 


Dec.  II. 


noured  the  meeting  with  their  prefence,  and, 
above  all,  the  bounty  of  the  King,  he  obferv- 
ed,  afforded  to  the  (Indents  of  this  Univerfity, 
a  mod  convincing,  and,  indeed,  mod  flatter¬ 
ing  proof,  of  the  eflimation  in  which  thefe 
fciences  they  were  about  to  dudy,  were  held 
by  the  mod  intelligent  and  enlightened  part 
of  the  community  ;  and  how  much  therefore, 
they  were  encouraged  and  called  upon,  to  em¬ 
ploy  their  utmod  attention  and  indudry,  in 
acquiring  proper  knowledge  of  them. 

But  the  ardour  for  information  and  improve¬ 
ment  in  their  particular  profeflion,  which  has 
fo  long  animated  and  didinguiflied  the  ffudents 
of  Medicine  in  this  Univerfity,  rendered  it,  he 
thought,  unneceffary,  and  indeed  improper,  for 
him  to  dwell  with  them  upon  the  fubjeft  \  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  encouraged  him  to  promife, 
in  their  name,  with  as  little  hefltation  as  in  his 
own,  that  they  (hall,  by  their  diligence,  and 
every  exertion  in  their  power,  repay  the  large 
debt  they  were  fully  fenfible  they  owed  to  the 
munificence  of  the  Kin who  had  ever  (hewn 
himfelf  the  Patron  of  Science,  and  to  the  li¬ 
berality  of  the  Public. 

*  * 

In 
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In  the  memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,4 
m  1781,  M.  Lavoifier  publifhed  thofe  expert- 

i  •  1 

ments,  by  which  he  demonftrated,  that  char¬ 
coal  of  wood,  combined  with  refpirable  air, 
compofed  fixed  air,  or  carbonic  acid.  The 
proof  by  analyfis,  however,  was  required,  to 
render  the  demonflration  of  the  compofitioii 
of  this  elaftic  fluid  complete. 

This  has  now  been  fupplied  by  the  ingenuity 
of  Dr  George  Pearfon  of  London,  who  has  com¬ 
municated  to  the  Royal  Society,  a  paper  which 
has  been  publifhed  in  the  lafl  volume  of  the  Phi  - 
lofophicalTranfa^ions,containinganaccount  c-f 
fome  experiments,  in  which  lie  obtained  char¬ 
coal  and  refpirable  air,  by  decompofing  fever- 
al  faline  bodies  which  contained  carbonic  acid; 
particularly,  the  mild  foffile  alkali.  The  agent 
he  employed  in  this  operation,  was  phofphorus ; 
which  being  introduced  into  a  glafs  tube,  along 
wTith  the  mild  foffile  alkali,  and  heated  to 
a  red  heat,  robbed  the  carbonic  acid  of  its 
oxygen,  and  was  fublimed  in  the  form  of  phof- 
phoric  acid  into  the  upper  part  of  the  tube, 
While  the  lower  part  of  the  tube  contained  a 
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black  or  grey  mafs,  from  which  charcoal  was 
feparated,  by  folution  and  filtration. 

When  quick-lime  was  treated  in  the  fame 
manner,  a  rofe- coloured  powder  was  found  at 
the  bottom  of  the  tube,  confiding  of  phofpho- 
rus  and  lime,  which  readily  decompofes  even 
cold  water.  The  inflammable  air  rifing  in  bub¬ 
bles,  carries  with  it  a  portion  of  the  phofphorus, 
while  the  refpirable  air  unites  with  the  red  of 
the  phofphur  of  lime,  to  form  phofphoric  fe- 
lenite. 


*  *  *  * 

* 

The  attention  of  medical  philofophers,  has 
of  late  been  much  engaged  about  fome  new 
and  fingular  experiments  on  the  nerves  j  from 
which,  it  is  alleged,  that  intereding  difcove- 
ries  have  been  made,  refpe&ing  the  nature  of 
the  nervous  fluid.  For  thefe  experiments,  we 
are  indebted  to  Dr  Louis  Galvani  of  Bologna, 
and  Dr  Eufebius  Vaili  of  Pifia.  A  pretty  full 
account  of  them,  drawn  up  by  thefe  gentle¬ 
men  themfelves,  is  publifhed  in  the  Journal  de 
Phyfique  of  Paris,  for  July  1792,  under  the 
following  titles : 

Lettrs 
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Lett  re  d’un  ami  au  Comte  Frofper  Balbo, 
contenant  un  precis  des  experiences  de 
Louis  Galvani  de  l’Academie  de  Bologne, 
furl’a&ion  de  PEle&ricite  dans  les  mou» 
vemens  mufculaires.  Infere  dans  la  Bi- 
bliotheque  de  Turin,  de  1’annee  1792. 
Mars,  Vol.  I.  p.  261.  And 
Deux  lettres  de  M.  Eufebe  Valli,  Do&eur 

1 

en  Medecine  en  PUniverfite  de  Pife, 
fur  PEle&ricite  animale. 

Of  thefe  papers,  we  intend  to  prefent  our 
readers  with  a  full  account  in  our  next  volume. 
And  it  is  not  improbable,  we  may  then  alfo 
be  able  to  lay  before  them,  the  refult  of  fome 
limilar  experiments,  tending  either  to  corro¬ 
borate  or  invalidate  the  do£frine  of  the  Italian 
Philofophers.  At  prefent,  we  fhall  only  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  grand  conclufion  drawn  from 
their  experiments,  is,  that  animal  motion  de¬ 
pends  on  the  ele£tric  fluid  ;  or,  at  lead,  on 
what  may  be  called  animal  electricity.  This 
they  have  concluded,  from  finding  that  the 
effluvium  conveyed  by  the  nerves  on  which 
motion  depends,  may  be  conduced,  like  the  e- 
leftric  fluid,  by  metallic  matter.  For  a  mufcle 
being  cut,  and  the  parts  feparated,  motions 
excited  in  one  part,  produce  a  correfpondent 
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motion  in  the  other,  when  a  fubflance  that  is 
a  conductor  of  the  ele&ric  fluid  is  interpofed 
between  them ;  but  no  fuch  motion  is  produ¬ 
ced,  when  a  non-condu&or  isdnterpofed. 

Many  of  the  experiments  made  by  Galvani 
and  Valli,  have  been  repeated  by  fome  di- 
ftinguifhed  anatomifts,  both  at  London  and 
Edinburgh;  particularly  by  Dr  Monro,  at  the 
latter  of  thefe  places,  who  has  exhibited  fome  of 
them  publicly  in  his  Anatomical  Theatre.  Phi- 
lofophers  are  by  no  means  agreed,  with  regard 
to  the  conclufions  which  are  to  be  drawn  from 
them.  But  it  is  on  all  hands  admitted,  that 
they  exhibit  very  wonderful  phenomena. 
Much,  however,  yet  remains  to  be  afeertain- 
cd  :  but,  from  the  induflry  and  ability  of  thofe 
engaged  in  this  purfuit,  we  hope  we  may  be 
able  to  communicate  to  our  readers,  fome  im- 
portant  information  refpe&ing  it  in  a  future 
volume.  1 

Vv  e  fhall,  however,  at  prefent,  lay  before 

our  readers,  the  following  fhort  account  of 

.  >  ,  •  ■-  -  *  ' .  '  •  , 

fome  very  interefling  experiments  made  on 
this  fubjeft,  by  Dr  Edward  Afh,  who  at  pre¬ 
fent  enjoys  one  of  the  Radcliffe  travelling 
fellowfhips  from  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford; 
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and  communicated  by  him,  in  a  letter  to  his 
friend  Dr  James  B.  M.  Adair,  junior,  phyfi- 
cian  in  Edinburgh,  dated  at  Vienna,  October 
30th  1792. 

<c  The  animal  being  fattened  down  to  the 
table,  twro  or  three  of  the  fuperficial  mufcles 
were  removed,  till  fome  of  the  larger  nerves, 
the  crural,  for  example,  were  brought  into 
view ;  the  crural  nerve  was  freed  from  its 
connection  with  the  fledi,  &c.  for  about  an 
inch,  and  a  plate  of  tin  foil  of  the  fame  length, 
and  one  fourth,  or  half  an  inch,  broad,  introdu¬ 
ced  between  the  nerves  and  the  flelh,  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  the  whole  of  the  differed 
nerve  reded  on  the  metallic  plate. 

cc  In  this  fituation,  the  moment  pieces  of 
gold,  filver,  brafs,  and  other  metals  are  mere¬ 
ly  brought  into  contact  with  the  nerve,  the 
mufcles  of  the  leg  are  contracted  and  convul- 
fed  with  great  violence,  as  if  from  an  ele&ric 
fpark.  If  the  metallic  body  be  kept  for  fome 
time  in  contact  with  the  nerve,  a  continued 
fuccefiion  of  contractions  manifed  themfelves 
in  the  mufcles,  till  the  power  of  that  part  of 
the  nerve  which  was  touched,  appear  ex- 
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hauffed  ;  and  it  is  necelTary  to  apply  to  ano¬ 
ther  portion  of  the  prepared  nerve,  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  effeCh  The  different  metals  I  em-r 
ployed,  which  were  gold,  filver,  brafs,  and 
iron,  had  very  different  effe&s  in  producing  the 
convulfions ;  gold  and  filver  aCting  very  power¬ 
fully,  brafs  in  a  weaker  degree,  and  iron  ex¬ 
citing  the  weakefl:  operation,  and  fomerimeg 
hardly  aCting  at  all. 

cc  When  the  nerve  was  not  prepared,  by 
being  brought  into  contact  with  the  plate  of 
tin  foil,  the  different  metallic  bodies  did  not 
produce  any  perceptible  effeCh 

“  Such  were  the  phenomena  when  the 
nerve  was  touched  by  conducting  bodies.  Or^ 
the  other  hand,  non- conductors,  as  glafs,  feal- 
ing  vvax,  and  fome  other  eleCfrics  per  fe9 
which  I  tried,  produced,  when  applied  to  the 
nerve  in  the  fame  manner,  no  effeCf  what» 

s  *  *  *  '  *  1  v  .  .  '  • 

ever. 

“  The  pieces  of  gold.  Sec.  when  infulated, 
produced  the  fame  contraction?,  on  being  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  nerve,  as  when  connected  with 
conducing  bodies. 

When  a  thin  plate  of  glafs,  or  fealing- 
wax,  was  placed  under  the  nerves,  inflead  of 
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the  tin  foil,  the  contact  of  the  piece  of  gold 
produced  not  the  leaft  contra&ion  or  change 
in  the  mufcles. 

cc  The  crural  nerve  was  cut  through  the 
middle  ;  the  end  which  remained  unconne&ed 
with  the  brain,  placed  upon  the  tin  foil,  and 
touched  by  conducing  and  non* conducing  bo¬ 
dies,  Ihewcd  the  fame  phenomena  as  when 
entire. 

“  The  moment  the  tin-foil  is  removed  from 
the  nerve,  either  when  cut  or  entire,  the  me* 
taliic  bodies  excite  no  contra&ions ;  but  in-, 
ftantly,  on  the  tin*  foil  being  reftored,  exert 
their  power  with  great  violence.  I  have  tried 
thefe  alternate  operations  near  twenty  times. 

“  Not  only  when  the  whole  length  of  the 
diilcfted  nerve  is  placed  on  the  tin  foil,  is  the 
approach  of  the  piece  of  gold  or  filver  able  to 
produce  convuifions ;  but  when  the  nerve  is 
divided,  and  the  cut  end  merely  brought  into 
contact  with  a  piece  of  tin  foil  fharpened  to. 
a  fine  point,  the  piece  of  gold  applied  to  the 
nerve,  at,  or  near  the  place  of  conta<ft,  ex¬ 
cites  vivid  contractions  of  the  mufcles,  though 
the  reft  of  the  nerve  did  not  appear  to  acquire, 

hy  this  means,  the  power  of  being  a&ed  cu 
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by  the  gold.  This  flight  conta&  mud,  per¬ 
haps,  be  confidered  as  a  partial  coating  of 
that  part  of  the  nerve  which  is  touched  by  the 
tin  foil.  The  fame  contractions  are  produced, 
when  thin  flips  of  metal,  almoft  of  the  fine- 
nefs  of  hairs,  have  their  points  brought  into 
contact  with  the  fide  of  the  crural  nerve, 
merely  diflt&ed  from  the  flefli,  without  being 
divided.  But  the  coating,  with  large  pieces 
of  tin  foil,  feems  neceflary  to  the  production 
of  ftrong  and  vivid  contractions.  Inflead  of 
placing  tin  foil  under  the  whole  length  of  the 
differed  nerve,  I  placed  a  fmall  flip  in  contact 
with  a  portion  of  the  nerve,  only  about  one 
eighth  of  an  inch  long  :  the  nerve,  which  be¬ 
fore  produced  the  contra&ions  of  the  muf- 
cles  when  touched  by  it  in  any  part  of  its 
length,  now  produced  that  effect,  only  when 
touched  in  the  portion  which  refled  on  the 
flip  of  tin  foil ;  and  the  other  parts  remained 
totally  inactive. 

“  The  nerve  being  prepared,  by  being 
brought  over  a  fmall  flip  of  tin  foil  at  one  end, 
a  piece  of  gold  was  brought  in  contact  with 
the  other  end  of  the  nerve,  without  produ¬ 
cing  any  contraction  or  change:  but  when, 
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in  this  (late,  a  communication  was  mads  be¬ 
tween  the  piece  of  goM  and  the  tin  foil,  by  a 
metallic  body  touching  both  at  the  fame  time ; 
at  that  moment,  the  moil  vivid  contractions 
of  all  the  mufcles  of  the  leg  followed  ;  and  the 
effeCs  produced  by  this  method,  feemed,  in 
many  cafes,  more  Unking  and  condant,  than 
from  any  other  manner  of  making  the  experi¬ 
ments. 

“  Sealing-wax,  and  the  non-conducing  bo¬ 
dies,  when  ufed  to  form  a  communication  be¬ 
tween  the  gold  and  tin  foil,  never  produced 
the  lead  fymptom  of  contraction. 

Ci  I  placed  the  whole  length  of  the  differ¬ 
ed  crural  nerve  of  the  right  fide,  on  a  piece 
of  tin  foil,  and  covered  the  whole  of  the  nak¬ 
ed  mufcles  of  the  left  thigh,  with  a  metallic 
plate  :  in  this  fituation,  the  moment  a  commu¬ 
nication  was  made  between  the  metallic  co¬ 
verings  of  the  oppofite  thigh,  by  means  of  a 
metallic  wire,  all  the  mufcles  belonging  to 
the  right  crural  nerve,  differed  drong  con- 
vulfions:  whether  the  nerve  reded  wholly 
on  tin  foil,  or  was  placed  only  on  a  thin  dip 
of  that  fubdance,  the  effects  regularly  follow¬ 
ed. 
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“  I  repeated  the  experiments  in  the  fame 
manner,  after  having  cut  away  the  whole  cru¬ 
ral  nerve  on  the  left  fide.  In  the  inflant  that 
a  crooked  wire,  connected  by  one  end  with 
the  metallic  plate  covering  the  mufcles,  came 
in  contaft  with  the  tin  foil  on  which  the  right 
crural  nerve  was  placed,  vivid  contra&ions  of 
the  mufcles  of  the  right  leg  took  place;  and 
when  one  end  of  the  wire  was  connected  with 
the  tin  foil,  and  the  other  afterwards  brought 
into  conta£f  with  the  plate  lying  on  the  muf¬ 
cles,  precifely  the  fame  effe&s  happened. 

“  Having  placed  a  piece  of  gold  on  the 
mufcles  of  one  thigh,  I  lifted  up  the  differed 
nerve  of  the  other  on  a  metallic  wire,  fo  that, 
for  at  leaf!  an  inch  of  its  length,  it  did  not 
touch  the  mufcles.  The  nerve  being  in  this 
pofition,  I  touched  with  the  wire,  the  piece 
of  gold  itfelf,  or  elfe  long  flips  of  tin  foil  con* 
nested  with  it ;  and  very  violent  contra&ions 
always  appeared.  When  the  wire  was  made 
to  touch  the  mufcular  flefli,  without  its  being 
covered  by  fome  metal,  no  effett  was  pro¬ 
duced;  nor  did  any  take  place  when  it  touch¬ 
ed  the  gold,  without  being  in  conta&  with  the 
mufcles.  When  the  communication  between 
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the  gold  and  the  mufcles  was  made  by  a  me¬ 
tallic  body,  though  at  fome  diftance,  the  ef¬ 
fect  was  as  ftrong  as  when  the  gold  itfelf  was 
touched ;  while  fealing-wax  and  non-conduc¬ 
tors  between  the  gold  and  mufcles,  fully  pre¬ 
vented  the  contractions  from  taking  place. 

“  I  made  the  medium  of  communication 
between  the  wire  fupporting  the  nerve,  or  the 
tin  foil  (for  it  is  indifferent  which)  on  the  one 
fide,  and  the  gold  which  touched  the  mufcles 
on  the  other,  to  confifl  of  a  metallic  chain 
fome  yards  long  ;  and  -the  contractions  in  this 
cafe  were  as  ftrongly  marked,  when  the  end 
of  the  chain  was  brought  into  contaCt  with 
the  gold,  as  when  the  wire  itfelf  was  made  to 
touch  it. 

“  I  interrupted  the  continuity  of  the  metal¬ 
lic  chain,  by  interpofmg  a  piece  of  fealing  wax ; 
and  the  contractions  ceafed  to  appear  :  and 
the  fame  effeCt  was  produced,  when  the  chain 
was  divided,  and  the  ends  kept  at  the  fmalleft 
diftance  from  each  other :  the  moment  they 
were  reunited,  the  effeCts  appeared  as  before.- 

“  When  I  placed  a  wire  under  each  crural 
nerve,  no  contractions  followed  when  the  ends 
of  the  wires  were  brought  together  -7  but  when 
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both  nerves  were  furnlfhed  with  tin  foil,  the 
contaCt  of  the  wires  produced  vivid  convulfions 
on  both  Tides. 

It  feemed,  in  general,  when  the  nerve 
was  divided,  and  the  cut  end  of  the  nerve 
next  the  brain  was  treated  as  in  the  other  ex¬ 
periments,  that  a  general  uneafy  fenfation, 
which  appeared  to  afFeCt  all  the  mufcles  of  the 
body,  was  produced  ;  but  this  effeCt  very  often 
failed. 

cs  The  whole  of  the  experiments  I  have 
related,  I  made  with  frogs  and  other  cold- 
blooded  animals.  Profeffor  Blumenbach  in¬ 
forms  me,  that  they  do  not  fucceed  with  white- 
blooded  animals. 

“  I  never  found  that  pitch  balls,  gold  leaf, 
fine  threads,  or  any  other  light  bodies,  con¬ 
nected  in  any  manner  whatever  with  the  me¬ 
tals,  manifefted  the  flighted  appearances  of 
attraction  or  repulfion.” 

In  theprefent  very  limited  date  of  our  know¬ 
ledge  refpeCting  thefe  eleCtrico-nervous  phe¬ 
nomena,  if  the  expreflion  be  allowed,  it  would 
be  highly  improper  to  draw  any  theoretical 
conclufion  from  them.  We  fhall  therefore  only 
remark,  that  they  feem,  in  fome  cireumdances, 
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to  agree  with,  and  in  others,  to  differ  materi¬ 
ally  from,  the  phenomena  ufually  occurring  in 
ele&ricity. 

*  * 

♦  v  * 

Much  ufe  has  of  late  been  made  of  the 

4 

rectified  oil  of  tar  in  different  prifons  and  hof- 
pitals,  with  a  view  of  counteracting  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  contagion.  This  oil  has  particularly 
been  prepared  and  introduced  by  Mr  Edmund 
Saunders  of  Plymouth  :  And,  from  a  fliort  ac¬ 
count  of  it,  which  he  has  fubjoined  to  an  ad- 

drefs  to  the  owners  of  (hips  in  particular,  and 

*  , 

in  general  to  all  who  have  intereft  in  preferv- 
ing  timber  under  water,  it  is  reprefented  as 
the  molt  powerful  and  cheapefl:  antifeptic  ever 
yet  tried. 

The  method  which  Mr  Saunders  recom¬ 
mends  for  ufing  the  tar  oil,  is,  with  a  paint¬ 
ing  brufli,  to  fpread  it  on  pieces  of  boards  or 
paper,  put  under  the  beds  of  the  fick,  and 
occafionally  repeated  in  fmall  quantities.  He 
obferves,  that  Mr  Cowdry,  agent  for  the  Mill- 
prifon  at  Plymouth,  and  who  had  under  his 
care  the  prifoners  of  war,  has  often  Paid,  that 
he  believed  the  ufe  of  this  oil  had  faved  the 

lives 
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lives  of  hundreds  :  and  further,  that  there  was 
fcarce  a  bug,  loufe,  or  flea,  to  be  found  in 
the  prifon ;  for  that  the  oil  of  tar  had  deftroy- 
ed  them  all. 

The  rectified  oil  of  tar  has  alfo,  we  are  in¬ 
formed,  been  extenflvely  ufed  at  London, 
particularly  in  Newgate.  The  method,  we 
are  told,  of  ufing  it  in  Newgate,  is  this* 
Every  morning,  as  foon  as  the  different  wards 
are  cleaned,  the  wardfman  of  each,  gets  from 
the  turnkey,  about  half  a  pint  of  the  oil  of 
tar  and  vinegar  mixed,  to  fprinkle  the  ward* 
This  is  done  with  the  view  of  purifying  the: 
air,  and  of  presenting  difeafe.  But  in  the 
hofpital  it  is  ufed  much  more  freely,  according 
to  the  number  of  the  flck,  the  nature  of  their 
complaints,  and  the  prevalent  effluvia. 

&  %  %  * 

v  '  %  .  p,  r .  . 

During  the  courfe  of  the  prefent  year  1792* 
feveral  dogs  have  been  obferved  affe&ed  with 
canine  madnefs,  in  different  parts  of  Britain* 
particularly  in  Scotland.  The  eonfequenCe 
has  been,  that  fome  melancholy  inftances  of 
Babies  Canina,  have  appeared  among  the  hu-^ 

,  f 

man  fpecies*  ;  One  in  particular,  which  oc- 
.  %  curred 
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turred  at  Glafgbw,  and  another  at  Edinburgh, 
Were  feen  by  many  different  pra&itioners  in 
thefe  cities. 

The  patient  at  Glafgow  was  a  girl  in  the 
eighth  year  of  her  age.  She  was  bit  on  the 
2 1  ft  of  March  1792,  by  a  butcher’s  dog  fuf- 
pe&ed  to  be  mad,  and  killed  as  a  mad  dog 
very  foon  after  the  accident.  The  parents, 
fufpicious  of  the  confequences,  carried  the 
child  to  Mr  John  Scruton  furgeon,  who,  by 
way  of  prevention,  cut  out  the  whole  of  the 
wounded  part  as  completely  as  he  could,  and 
afterwards  fupported  a  difcharge  from  the 
wound  thus  made,  for  feme  length  of  time. 
He  alfo  put  the  child  upon  a  mercurial  courfe, 
and,  by  the  ufe  of  calomel,  fupported  a  gen¬ 
tle  falivation  for  a  week  or  two*  But  not- 
withftanding  thefe  precautions,  on  the  27th 
of  April,  hydrophobia  and  other  fymptoms  of 
Rabies  Contagioia  appeared  l9  and  file  died  on 
the  29th  of  that  month,  the  fortieth  day  from 
that  on  which  fhe  had  been  bit. 

The  patient  who  died  of  Rabies  at  Edin¬ 
burgh,  was  a  woman  in  the  74th  year  of  her 
age.  She  was  bit  on  the  3d  of  July,  and  con¬ 
tinued  free  from  any  fymptem  of  the  difeafe, 
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till  the  13th  of  September.  She  then  became 
affected  with  fevere  pain  arifing  from  the  ci¬ 
catrix  of  the  fore,  and  ftretching  up  her  arm. 
This  was  fucceeded  by  fhivering,  followed  by 
heat,  third,  naufea,  and  other  febrile  fymp- 
toms.  On  the  evening  of  the  14th,  fhe  firff 
perceived  unufual  difficulty,  both  in  articulat¬ 
ing  and  fwallowing.  Thefe  fymptoms  in- 
creafmg  with  all  the  other  attendants  of  Ra¬ 
bies,  ffie  was  carried  to  the  Royal  Infirmary 
about  feven  in  the  evening  on  the  15th. 
There,  recourfe  was  had  to  the  ufe  of  Opium, 
./Ether,  Camphor,  and  other  powerful  antifpaf- 
modics.  Rut  they  did  not  feem  to  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  any  good  effect;  and  fhe  died  on  the 
17th  about,  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  on 
the  77th  day  after  the  bite. 

*  *  *  * 

A  new  remedy  has  lately  been  introduced 
into  the  practice  of  medicine,  on  fuch  authori- 
ty  as  may  juftly  entitle  it  to  an  attentive 
confideration.  Dr  William  Roxburgh,  Fel¬ 
low  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians  of  E- 
dinburgh,  an  able  phyfician  and  eminent  bo- 
tanift,  at  prefent  in  the  fervice  of  the  Honour¬ 
able 


I7£2. 
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able  Eaft-India  Company,  and  ftationed  at 
Samulcottah,  in  inveftigating  the  vegetables 
of  that  country,  has  difcovered  a  bark,  which 
he  finds  to  be  of  equal  efficacy  with  the  Pe¬ 
ruvian  bark,  in  combating  fevers  of  different 
*  kinds,  particularly  intermittents.  Dr  Rox¬ 
burgh  has  traufmitted  to  feveral  correfpon- 
dents  in  Britain,  an  accurate  drawing  and  de- 
fcfiption  of  the  tree  which  produces  this  bark* 
He  refers  it  to  the  genus  of  Svvietenia,  to 
which  the  mahogany  belongs ;  and  he  has 
diftinguifhed  it  by  the  fpecific  name  of  Swie- 
tcnia  febrifuga,  from  its  medical  properties. 

Dr  Roxburgh  has  alfo  tranfmitted  to  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
the  bark,  for  affording  an  opportunity  of  try¬ 
ing  it  in  Europe.  The  dire&ors  have  order¬ 
ed  parcels  of  this  bark  to  be  fent  to  the  Royal 
Colleges  of  Phyficians  of  London  and  Edin¬ 
burgh,  with  a  requeft  that  they  will  have  the' 
goodnefs  to  make  trial  of  its  effe&s,  and  to 
communicate  to  the  Company  their  opinion  of 
its  virtues.  Although  many  other  places  af¬ 
ford  a  much  better  opportunity  for  making  a 
trial  of  a  remedy  againft  intermittent  fevers, 
than  either  London  or  Edinburgh,  yet,  in 
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both,  cafes  are  riot  rare,  by  which  the  virtues 
of  an  article  of  this  kind  may  be  determined# 
We  hope,  therefore,  in  a  future  number,  to 
be  able  to  give  fome  farther  information  to 
our  readers  refpe&ing  this  article.  At  pre- 
fent,  we  may  only  obferve,  that  if  it  (hall 
really  be  found  to  poffefs  thefe  virtues  which 
'  Dr  Roxburgh  alleges,  the  difcovery  mud  be 
of  very  great  importance  to  Britain  ;  but  dill 
more  to  the  Britifh  fettlements  in  India,  where 
Peruvian  bark  is  very  fcarce,  and  to  be  had 
only  at  an  exorbitant  price. 

*  *  *  « 

The  fruit  of  a  tree  fuppofed  to  be  a  Bank- 
fea,  has  been  lately  imported  from  the  South- 
Sea  iflands.  It  has  a  kernel  of  the  confidence  of 
hard  butter,  and  more  oily  than  the  almond ; 
with  a  very  ftrong  thick  (hell,  of  the  fize  of  a 
very  large  walnut ;  and  has  nearly  Ae  figure 
and  colour  of  a  walnut  (hell.  This  fruit,  if  it 
can  be  had  in  fufficient  quantity,  mud  be  a 
very  nutritious  and  falutary  kind  of  food, 
i  ,,  *  ... 
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#  *  *  * 

*  •  • 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Medical  So¬ 
ciety  of  Paris,  held  on  the  2  8th  of  Auguft 
1792,  for  the  diftribution  of  prizes,  honorary 
rewards  were  conferred  on  feveral  competi- 
tors. 

1.  In  Augufl  1790,  the  following  queftion, 
a  prize  of  fix  hundred  livres,  had  been  pro- 
pofed. 

Determiner,  d’apres  les  decouvertes  chymi- 
ques  modernes,  et  par  des  experiences 
exa&es,  quelle  eft  la  nature  des  altera¬ 
tions  que  la  fang  eprouve  dans  les  mala¬ 
dies  inflammatoires,  dans  les  maladies 
febriles  putrides,  et  dans  le  fcorbut. 

No  memoir  prefented  to  the  Society  was 
judged  to  be  of  fufficient  merit  to  entitle  it  to 
the  prize.  Honourable  mention,  however, 
was  made  of  a  memoir  which  had  for  its  epi¬ 
graph,  **  Hon  ideo  analyfes  fanguinis  utilitate 
if  fua  deftituuntur*,  dum  fapienter  noverimus 

fpes  noftras  recld ere,  neque  plura  docere 
•c  quam  a  natura  difeimus.”  Meftrs  Parmen- 
.  tier  and  Deyeux,  members  of  the  College  of 
Pharmacy,  authors  of  this  memoir,  were  each 
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rewarded  with  a  gold  medal,  of  the  value  of 
an  hundred  livres.  The  Society,  however, 
again  propofes  the  fame  queftion,  for  a  prize 
of  fix  hundred  livres,  to  be  determined  at 
their  annual  meeting  in  Auguft  1794. —  Me- 
moirs  on  this  fubjeft  muft  be  tranfmitted  to 
Mr  Vicq  d’Azyr,  perpetual  fecretary,  on  or 
before  the  id  of  December  1793. 

2.  In  Auguft  1791,  the  Society  had  pro- 
pofed  the  following  queftion,  a  prize  of  fix 
hundred  livres. 

Indiquer  les  moyens  les  plus  efficaces  de 
traiter  les  malades,  dont  l’efprit  eft 
devenu  aliene,  avant  Page  de  vieillelfe. 

Though  no  memoir,  prefented  upon  this 
fubjech,  was  thought  worthy  of  the  prize, 
yet  the  Society  beftowed  a  medal,  of  the  va¬ 
lue  of  one  hundred  livres,  on  M.  Pinel,  M.  D. 
refident  in  Paris,  author  of  a  memoir  on 
this  fubjeft,  which  had  for  its  epigraph, 
“  Gerere  fe  pro  cujufque  natura  neceftarium  j’5 
and  which  contained  many  valuable  obfcrva- 
ticns  on  the  treatment  of  different  fpecies  of 
mania. 

3.  The  queftions  refpecfting  the  different 
kinds  of  milk  j  and  the  figns  of  venereal  in¬ 
fection 
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fe&ion  in  new-born  infants,  which  we  have 
mentioned  in  former  volumes,  are  alfo  refer¬ 
red  to  a  future  year.  Memoirs  competing  for 
thefe  prizes,  mud  be  tranfmitted  to  M.  Vicq 
d’Azyr,  on  or  before  the  id  of  December 

1793- 

^  * 

In  the  Third  Volume  of  the  Memoirs  of 
the  Medical  Society  of  London,  we  have  an 
account  of  the  didribution  of  the  following 
prize  medals. 


The  Fothergillian  medal  for  1790,  was  pre- 
fented  to  Dr  Robert  Willan  of  Ely  place,  for 
the  bed  didertation  on  cutaneous  difeafes. 

A  filver  medal,  for  the  fame  year,  was  pre- 
fented  to  Mr  John  Haighton,  furgeon,  *for  his 
paper  on  original  deafnefs,  and  other  ingeni¬ 
ous  communications. 

And  another  filver  medal  was  adjudged  to 
Dr  Caleb  Hilber  Parry  of  Bath,  for  his  me- 
moir  on  the  removal  of  certain  difeafes  of  the 
head,  by  com  predion  on  the  carotid  artery. 

The  following  medals  were  didributed  for 
the  year  1791. 
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The  Fothergillian  medal  to  Dr  John  Coak* 
ley  Lettfom,  for  the  bed  dilfertation  in  aq- 
fwer  to  the  queflion,  “  What  are  , the  princi* 

pal  difeafes  of  great  towns,  and  what  are 
w  the  bell  methods  of  preventing  or  curing  the 
“  fame.” 

The  filver  medal  for  the  befl  effay  or  effays, 
written  by  a  Fellow,  was  adjudged  to  Mr  James 
Ware,  furgeon,  for  three  valuable  diffeifta- 
lions  on  Difeafes  of  the  Eye. 

The  other  filver  medal  to  Mr  Charles  Kite, 
furgeon  at  Gravefend,  for  his  ingenious  me-, 
moir  on  Submerflion. 

No  fatisfa&ory  anfwer  having  been  given  to 
the  queflion  on  Mineral  Poifons,  which  origin¬ 
ally  flood  as  the  fubjeft  of  the  prize  differta- 
tion  for  1792,  it  (lands  over  till  next  year. 

The  filver  medals  for  1792,  were  adjudged, 

1.  To  Mr  William  Turnbull,  furgeon,  for 
his  differtation  on  extra-uterine  Deflation,  and 
Other  ingenious  papers. 

2.  To  Mr  John  Shadwell  of  Brentwood, 
for  his  paper  on  the  internal  and  external  ufo 
of  oil  in  Hydrophobia. 

The  fgbje&s  propofed  for  the  Fothergillian 
pedals,  for  the  years  1793,  4,  5,  and  6,  are  the 

queflions 


COMMENTARIES* 


queftions  refpe&ing  the  effe&s  of  Mineral, 
Vegetable,  Animal,  and  Aerial  poifons,  men¬ 
tioned  in  our  laft  volume. 


*  *  *  * 

Thomas  Keate,  Efq.  furgeon  to  Che!- 
fea  hofpital,  and  to  the  Queen  and  Prince  of 
Wales,  has  been  elefted  furgeon  to  St  George’s 
hofpital,  in  the  room  of  Charles  Hawkins, 
Efq.  who  has  refigned. 

*  #  *  * 

The  new  Weflminifter  Lyiqg.in  hofpital, 
in  confequencc  of  the  death  of  Dr  Leake, 
has  had  a  new  arrangement  made  in  it,  with 
refpeft  to  the  medical  officers,  who  have  been 

ele&ed  as  follows : 

■  \ 

* 

George  Pearfon,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.,  confulting 
Phyfician. 

James  Ford,  M.  D.  1  Phyfician  s,  Men-mid- 
Robert  Bland,  M  D.  J  wives  extraordinary, 

Thomas  Bradley,  M.  D.  Phyfician  in  Ordin¬ 
ary, 


Lewis 
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Phyficians, 
Men-midwives 
in  Ordinary. 


Lewis, 


Surgeons. 


%  %  %  * 


Dr  Clarke  has  been  ele&ed  phyfician  to 
the  Aiylum  for  female  orphans,  in  the  room  of 
Dr  Douglas,  who  has  refigned. 


*  *  *  * 


The  Truftees  of  Columbia  college,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  North  America,  have 
lately  conffcituted  a  Faculty  of  Medicine  un¬ 
der  their  authority,  by  the  ftyle  of  “  The 
Dean  and  Faculty  of  Medicine  in  Columbia 
College,  in  New  York;”  and  have  made  the 
following  appointments : 

Samuel  Bard,  M.  D.  Dean. 

Mr  Richard  Bayley,  Profeffor  of  Anato- 


Samuel  Nicliol,  M.  D.  Profeffor  of  the 
Practice  of  Phyfic. 

Jo.  R.  B.  Rodgers,  M.  D.  Midwifery. 

Mr  W.  P,  Smith,  Materia  Medica. 


Sam. 
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Sam.  Latham  Mitchell,  M.  D.  Chemiftry. 

R.  S.  Kiffam,  M.  D.  Botany. 

W.  Hammerfiey,  M.  D.  Inflitutes  of  Me¬ 
dicine. 

Mr  W.  Pod,  Surgery. 

We  are  likewife  informed,  that,  to  ren¬ 
der  this  inftitution  more  complete,  the  Legi- 
flature  of  New  York,  have  very  liberally 
endowed  the  New  York  hofpital,  an  ele¬ 
gant  building,  conftru&ed  on  a  plan  fug- 
gelled  by  the  late  Dr  Fothergill,  Sir  John 
Pringle,  and  fome  other  of  the  moft  eminent 
medical  chara&ers;  but  which,  for  want  of 
funds,  had  heretofore  been  unoccupied.  To 
this  hofpital,  feveral  members  of  the  Faculty 
have  been  appointed  phyficians  and  furgeons; 
and  it  is  their  intention,  to  ele&  from  their 
number  two  Clinical  le&urers:  fo  that  a  regu¬ 
lar  fyftem  of  medical  inflruclion  is  now  efta- 
blilhed  in  that  city. 

*  *  *  * 

A  Veterinary  College  has  lately  been 
edablifhed  in  London,  for  the  reformation  and 
improvement  of  Farriery,  and  the  treatment 

of 
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of  the  difeafes  of  cattle  in  general.  This  in- 
ftitution  is  fupported  by  fubfcription :  and, 
from  the  numerous  and  refpeCable  lift  of  fub- 
fcribers,  at  the  head  of  whom  is  his  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  there  is  every 
reafon  for  believing,  that  a  fubjeC  which  has 
been  too  long  neglected  in  this  country,  will, 
at  length,  receive  the  encouragement  and  at¬ 
tention  which  it  deferves.  According  to  the 
prefent  regulations,  it  is  under  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  a  prefident,  twelve  vice-prefidents,  and 
twenty-four  direCors.  Mr  Viat  de  St  Bel, 
a  foreigner,  who  has  particularly  attended  to 
this  fubjeC,  is  appointed  profeftor.  In  con¬ 
ducing  the  ftudies,  regular  courfes  of  leCures 
are  to  be  given,  and  an  Infirmary  eftablifhed 
for  the  reception  of  difeafed  animals.  And 
we  apprehend  there  can  be  little  doubt,  that 
the  inftitution  will  anfwer  many  ufeful  pur* 

•  ic 

*  %  %  % 

Some  years  ago,  Mr  James  Clarke  of  E« 
dinburgh,  Farrier  to  his  Majefty  for  Scot¬ 
land,  who  has  defervedly  obtained  great  cre¬ 
dit  for  feveral  judicious  publications  on  differ¬ 
ent 
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ent  fubje&s  in  farriery,  publidied  propofals 
for  eftablidiing  a  fimiiar  Veterinary  fchool  and 
hofpital  in  Edinburgh.  And  although  his 
plan  has  not  yet  met  with  fuch  encourage¬ 
ment,  as  to  put  it  in  his  power  to  carry  it  in¬ 
to  execution,  yet  he  has  by  no  means  deferr¬ 
ed  his  intention.  And  from  the  countenance 
and  protection  he  has  received  from  the  Duke 
of  Buccleugh,  and  feveral  other  illudrious  and 
patriotic  characters,  there  is  reafon  to  hope, 
that,  at  Edinburgh  alfo,  this  very  interefting 
fubjeCt  will,  at  length,  meet  with  the  atten¬ 
tion  it  deferves. 


*  *  *  # 

Dr  Al  exander  Hamilton,  ProfefTor  of 
Midwifery,  fome  months  ago,  publidied  propof¬ 
als  for  the  eftablilhment  of  a  General  Lying-in 
Hofpital  in  this  city;  in  confequence  of  which* 
a  confiderable  fum  has  been  already  fubfcrib- 
cd  for  that  charitable  purpofe. 

The  principles  of  Dr  Hamilton’s  plan,  are, 
iy?,  That  the  management  of  the  hofpital  dial! 
be  veiled  in  thirteen  directors,  and  a  treafur- 
er,  to  be  chofen  annually  by  the  fubfcribers : 
%dly>  That  the  patients  Aiali  be  divided  into 

two 
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two  claffes,  the  married,  and  unmarried  wo¬ 
men  :  3 dly.  That  the  latter  (hall  be  lodged  in 
apartments  entirely  feparated  from  the  for¬ 
mer,  and  fhall  be  attended  by  midwives  alone, 
except  when  abidance  of  the  phyficians  of  the 
charity  lhall  be  found  necelfary  :  And,  4 thly , 
That  the  phyficians  lhall  attend  in  the  hofpi- 
tal  at  a  certain  hour  on  certain  days  of  the 
week,  for  the  purpofc  of  giving  gratis  advice 
on  the  difeafes  of  women  and  children. 

The  directors  of  the  prefent  year,  have 
purchafed  a  houfe  and  area,  placed  in  a  litua- 
tion  admirably  well  adapted  to  the  purpofes 
of  the  inhitution  ;  and  they  expert  to  open  it 
for  the  reception  of  patients,  about  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  November  next. 

Cafe  le&ures  on  the  chronic  heafes  of  Wo¬ 
men  and  children,  will  be  regularly  given  at 
the  hofpital. 

The  General  Lying-in  Hofpital,  it  is  there¬ 
fore  hoped,  will  not  only  be  of  important  ufe 
to  the  wives  of  the  indigent  citizens,  but 
will  alfo  be  a  very  valuable  addition  to  the  in- 
hitmions  for  public  inftruflion,  edablilhed  at 
this  Univerlity. 

*  #  # 

Du  Clarke  of  London  is,  we  are  inform- 
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ed,  preparing  for  the  prefs  a  work,  from  which, 
much  is  expected  in  the  medical  department 
of  Midwifery. 

%  %  %  % 

D  r  James  Hamilton,  junior,  of  Edin¬ 
burgh,  fon 'to  Dr  Alexander  Hamilton  profef- 
for  of  Midwifery,  has  been  for  fome  time  en¬ 
gaged,  in  preparing  for  publication,  a  tranfla- 
tion  of  the  admirable  work  of  Morgagni  on 
the  Seats  and  Caufes  of  Difeafes.  This  tranf- 
lation  is  to  appear  under  what  may  jufily  be 
reckoned  an  improved  plan.  It  has  long 
been  regreted,  that  the  original  of  Morgagni 
contains  fo  much  extraneous  matter,  and  is 
written  in  fo  diffufe  a  ftyle,  that  few  medical 
pra&itioners  can  find  leifure  to  befiow  upon 
it  an  attentive  perufal.  Dr  Hamilton  propof- 
es  to  new- arrange  the  whole ;  to  detail  only 
the  cafes  which  Morgagni  or  Valfalva  witnef- 
fed  ;  to  reje&  all  collateral  evidence  ;  to  pre¬ 
fix  to  each  order,  a  fhort  view  of  the  hiftory, 
feats,  and  caufes  of  the  included  difeafes ;  and 

f  *  *  .  »  . 

to  add  to  every  important  cafe,  a  few  re¬ 
marks.  By  adopting  this  plan,  there  is,  we 
think,  reafon  to  hope,  that  he  ihall  be  en¬ 
abled  to  render  this  very  valuable  work  more 

generally 
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generally  interefting,  and,  confequently,  more 
extenfively  ufeful,  than  it  has  been  in  its  ori* 
ginal  flate.  As  conliderable  progrefs  has,  we 
are  told,  been  already  made  in  this^ork,  it 
may  probably  be  foon  put  to  the  prcfs. 

*  #  *  # 

j 

Dr  Th  omas  Trotter,  now  phyfician  in 
Newcaftle,  who,  at  the  time  of  his  graduation 
in  September  1788,  published  an  inaugural 
differtation,  “  de  Ebrietate,  ejufque  effeftibus 
sf  in  corpus  humanum,”  is  now  employed  in 
the  farther  inveftigation  of  that  fubjeft,  which 
was  recommended  to  his  attention  by  the 
Royal  Humane  Society  of  London,  who  ho¬ 
noured  him  with  their  thanks  for  the  inge¬ 
nuity  and  novelty  with  which  he  had  already 
treated  it.  Dr  Cullen  alfo  expreffed  a  flrong 
defire  to  fee  it  continued  by  his  pupil. 

From  the  author’s  extenfive  obfervation  in  dif¬ 
ferent  climates,  many  interefting  fa&s  will  pro¬ 
bably  be  brought  to  light  in  this  publication.  As, 
however,  it  will  be  fome  time  before  the  work 
be  ready  for  publication,  the  author,  We  are 
informed,  will  think  himfelf  much  indebted  to 
any  medical  gentleman,  who  will  favour  him 

with 
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with  any  original  fa&  upon  the  fubjeft,  addref- 
fed  to  him  at  Newcadle.  What  will  be  pe¬ 
culiarly  acceptable,  are.  Cafes  of  intoxication 
attended  with  uncommon  fymptoms ;  Difeafes 
which  originate  from  habits  of  ebriety  ;  Ob¬ 
servations  on  the  bed  mode  of  treatment  dur¬ 
ing  a  paroxyfm  that  threatens  hidden  death ; 
and  Accounts  of  the  appearances  difcovered  on 
the  difle&ion  of  thofe  who  have  died  from 
dmnftennefs. 

*  *  %  * 

Dr  Percival  of  Mancheder,  is  at  prefent 
engaged  in  preparing  for  publication,  a  work 
on  medical  jnrifprudence,  which  will  probably 
appear  during  the  courfe  of  next  Spring.  It 
will  confid  of  fix  fe&ions.  The  fird  will  treat 
of  profedional  conduft  relative  to  hofpitals  or 
other  public  charities  5  the  fecond*  of  profef- 
fional  condmd  in  private  or  general  praflice  ; 
the  third,  of  the  conduct  of  phyficiaris  towards 
apothecaries ;  the  fourth,  of  the  knowledgeof 
Jaw  requifite  for  phyhcians  or  furgeons ;  the 
fifth,  of  the  attentions  due  from  the  faculty  to 
the  means  of  preferring  publiek  health  ;  and 
the  llxth,  of  the  demeanour  and  manners*  and 
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cf  the  literary,  philofophical,  political,  moral 
and  religious  character,  of  phyficians.  To 
this  work  will  be  added  an  Appendix,  con¬ 
taining,  imo,  An  addrefs  to  the  Governors, 
the  Faculty,  and  the  Clergy,  of  the  Infirmary 
at  Liverpool,  on  their  refpe&ive  hofpital  du¬ 
ties,  being  the  fubftance  of  an  anniverfary 
fermon,  preached  before  the  Mayor  and  Cor¬ 
poration  of  Liverpool,  in  May  1791,  by  the 
Reverend  Thomas  B.  Percival,  LL.  B.  of 
St  John’s  College,  Cambridge,  Chaplain  to  the 
Marquis  of  Waterford,  See.  ido.  Notes  and 
Illuflrations  appertaining  to  medical  jurifpru- 
dence. 


*  *  %  * 

Dr  Thomas  Fowler,  formerly  phyfician 
at  Stafford,  now  at  York,  who  is  already  well 
known  to  the  medical  world  by  different  pub¬ 
lications,  particularly  by  two  fmall  treatifes, 
entitled.  Medical  Reports,  the  one  on  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  Tobacco  in  the  cure  of  Dropfies,  the 

*  / 

other  on  the  effecls  of  i\rfenic  in  the  cure  of 
Agues  and  remitting  Fevers,  has  been  of  late 
employed  in  preparing  for  the  prefs,  another 
t  re  a  tife  on  a  hmilar  plan,  entitled,  Medical  Re¬ 
ports 
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ports  of  the  effe&s  of  Phlebotomy,  Sudorifics, 
and  Blitters,  in  the  treatment  of  Acute  and 
Chronic  Rheumatifm.  When  we  confider,  that 
in  this,  as  well  as  his  former  publications.  Dr 
Fowler  has  adopted  the  Verulamian  plan  for 
the  improvement  of  medicine,  there  can  be 
little  doubt,  that  his  work,  the  fruit  of  expe¬ 
rience  and  of  accurate  obfervation,  will  con¬ 
vey  to  the  public  much  ufeful  information. 

Dr  Jofeph  Fox  of  London,  Dr  James 
McDonnell  of  Belfaft,  ai^d  Dr  James  Hamil¬ 
ton  of  Edinburgh,  fon  to  the  ProfefTor  of  Mid¬ 
wifery,  have,  fince  the  publication  of  our  Iatt 
volume,  been  ele&ed  Fellows  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Phyficians  of  Edinburgh  ;  and  Dr 
James  Barter  Makittrick  Adair,  has  been  ad¬ 
mitted  a  Licentiate  of  the  College.  Meffrs 
James  Clark  and  Walter  Harknefs,  have  been 
admitted  members  of  the  Royal  College  of  Sur¬ 
geons. 

Sir  George  Baker,  Bart.  Phyfician  to  their 
Majefties,  has  been  elefted  one  of  the  Ten 
honorary  members  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Phyficians  in  Edinburgh,  a  vacancy  in  that 

2  N  2  •  number 
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number  having  taken  place,  by  the  death  of 

the  late  John,  Earl  of  Bute* 

\ 

*  *  #  # 

♦ 

During  the  year  1792,  Sir  Jofeph  Banks, 
Bart.,  Prefident  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Lon¬ 
don  ;  Dr  Kemp,  Profeffor  of  Mathematics  in 
Columbia  College,  New-York;  Dr  William 
Saunders,  Phyfician,  London ;  Dr  Maxwell 
Garthihore,  Phyfician,  London ;  Dr  John 
Stark  Robertfon,  Phyfician,  Bath  ;  Dr  Alex¬ 
ander  Hunter,  Phyfician,  York  ;  Dr  Alexan¬ 
der  Johnfon,  Phyficiaa,  London  ;  Theophilus 
Houlbrooke,  Efq.,  and  George  Robertfon, 
Efq.,  have  been  admitted  non-refident  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh  :  and 
Dr  John  Rotheram,  Dr  Andrew  Coventry, 
and  William  Hall,  Efq.,  have  been  admitted 
refident  members. 

% 

*  *  *  * 

The  Royal  College  of  Phyficians  of  Lon¬ 
don,  have,  during  the  courfe  of  the  year 
1792,  been  deprived,  by  death,  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  members  :  Sir  Noah  Thomas,  Dr 

Robert 
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Robert  Knox,  Dr  William  Pitcairn,  Dr  John 
Monro,  and  Dr  John  Leake.  And  the  Royal 
College  of  Surgeons  of  Edinburgh,  have  loft 
Dr  Robert  Walker,  Mr  William  Inglis,  and 
Mr  James  Rae. 


*  #  * 

In  our  laft  volume,  we  mentioned  the  death 
of  ProfeiTor  Michaelis  of  Gottingen.  But  we 
committed  a  miftake  in  fuppofing  him  to  be 
the  author  of  the  treatife  de  Angina  polypofa. 
That  work  is  the  prcduftion  of  his  fon,  who 

is  ftill  alive,  and  is  now  Profeffor  of  Phyfick 

/ 

£t  Marburg. 
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State  of  the  Thermometer,  Barometer,  and 
Rain,  during  the  year  1791,  according 
to  obfervations  made  about  amile  from 
the  city  of  Edinburgh. 


"Month. 

Thermometer. 

Barometer. 

Rain. 

High. 

Low. 

Med. 

Highefh  | 

Lowefr. 

Medium. 

Inches  8z 

Deg. 

Deg. 

Deg. 

Inches  j 

Inches. 

Inches 

Decimals. 

Jan. 

47 

3  1 

37 

29.82 

2  8.20 

28.99 

2.250 

Feb. 

52 

26 

33 

30.26 

28.90 

29-.5C 

2.245 

Mar. 

59 

25 

40 

3°*  35 

28.65 

29.9O 

O.710 

Apr. 

59 

33 

41 

3°.°5 

28.85 

29.70 

2.895 

May 

73 

42 

46 

3°.  22 

28.92 

29.99 

1.885 

June 

76 

40 

54 

3°-12 

29.  IO 

29.78 

2.527 

July 

77 

45 

53 

30.20 

29.03 

29*7  5 

‘•385 

Aug. 

72 

45 

53' 

30.32 

29.3° 

29.85 

3-3 l5 

Sep. 

77 

40 

49 

30.25 

29.IO 

30.00 

'•3  65 

oa. 

62 

33 

43 

30.41 

28.4O 

29.74 

3.960 

Nov. 

55 

31 

45 

30.02 

28.50 

29*53 

3-320 

Dec. 

43 

20 

37 . 

30,25 

28.64 

29.61 

1.115 

Whole! 
tear.  / 

77 

20 

45 

30.41 

28.20 

29.69 

2  6.972 

-is  %.  ♦  *  f  t 
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State  of  the  Thermometer,  Barometer,  and 
Rain,  daring  the  year  1791,  according  to 
obfervations  made  at  the  apartments  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  London. 


Movtu  . 

Thermometer. 

Barometer. 

Rain. 

High. 

Low.  J 

Med. 

High  eft 

Loweft 

Medium 

Inches  & 

Deg. 

Deg. 

Deg. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Inches. 

Decimals. 

Jan. 

53 

3 1 

42 

30.58 

28.18 

29.56 

1-957 

Feb. 

52 

3° 

41 

30.48 

29.16 

29.94 

O.873 

Mar. 

55 

31 

44 

3O.67 

28.90 

3  0,20 

O.Jl6 

April 

64 

41 

5i 

30*1 1 

29.08 

29.77 

I.460 

May 

67 

39 

53 

3°-37 

*9-53 

3©.02 

0.794 

June 

80 

47 

6 1 

30.22 

29.39 

29.93 

0.332 

July 

78 

32 

62 

30.24 

29.44 

29.89 

s  2.I94 

Aug. 

78 

5° 

64 

30.52 

29.65 

30.06 

O.824. 

Sept. 

77 

43 

59 

30.33 

29.52 

30,09 

O.482 

Oft. 

62 

34 

48 

30.46 

28.89 

29.69 

2.027 

Nov. 

52 

2  5 

43 

30.28 

28.76 

29.68 

2.527 

Dec. 

48 

2 1 

36 

30.38 

28.90 

29.64 

1.124 

Whole! 
Tear.  J 

80 

2 1 

I  50 

3O.67 

28.18 

29.87 

r5-3 10 
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To  the  London  regifler,  which  is  extra&ed 
from  the  Philofophical  Tran  factions,  we  find 
the  following  note  added  : 

“  On  confulting  other  regifters  kept  in  and 
near  London,  it  appears,  that  the  quantity  of 
rain  coUe&ed  in  the  rain-gauge  of  the  Royal 
Society,  is  remarkably  deficient.  Experiments 
are  now  making,  to  determine  the  caufe  of 
this  deficiency,  and,  if  poffible,  its  amount. 
In  the  mean  time,  it  was  thought  right  to  ap~, 
prife  the  public  of  the  fa&,  that  no  reliance 
may  be  placed  on  that  part  of  the  Meteorology 
cal  Journal,  till  farther  information  be  obtain- 
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List  of  New  Books. 

\ 


Pharmacopoeia  Coiiegii  Regii 

medicorum  Edinburgenfis.  Editio  oo 
tava.  8vo,  Ediaburgi,  1792. 

Dc  Fostu  Humano  DilTertatio  anatomico- 
phyfiologica.  Au&ore  Onuphrio  Agnefe 
Scafli  Genuenfi,  Phil,  et  Med.  Do&.  Reg, 
Soc.  Med.  Ed.  Memb.  8vo,  Edinburgi. 

A  fyftern  of  Surgery.  By  Benjamin  Bell, 
member  of  the  Royal  Colleges  of  Surgeons  of 
Ireland  and  Edinburgh,  one  of  the  Surgeons 
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to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  and  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh.  A  new  edition. 
6  vols.  8vo,  Edinburgh. 

A  treatife  on  the  management  of  female 
complaints,  and  of  children  in  early  infancy. 
By  Alexander  Hamilton,  M.  D.  Profeflor  of 
Medicine  in  the  Univerfity,  and  Fellow  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians  and  of  the 
Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh.  8vo,  Edin¬ 
burgh. 

The  Animal  kingdom,  or  Zoological  fyfiem 
of  the  celebrated  Sir  Charles  Linnteus ;  Clafs 
Firft,  Mammalia ;  being  a  tranflation  of  that 
part  of  the  Syftema  naturae,  as  lately  published, 
with  great  improvements,  by  Profefibr  Gmelin 
of  Gottingen,  together  with  numerous  ad¬ 
ditions  from  more  recent  zoological  writers, 
and  illuflrated  with  copper-plates.  By  Robert 
Kerr,  F.  R.  &  A.  SS.  E.  &c.  4to,  Edinburgh. 

An  inquiry  into  the  nature,  caufe,  and  cure 
of  the  gout,  and  of  fome  of  the  difeafes  with 
which  it  is  conne&ed.  By  John  Gardiner, 
M.  D.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Phy¬ 
ficians  and  of  the  Royal  Society,  Edinburgh, 
&c.  8vo,  Edinburgh. 

An 
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An  inquiry  into  the  remote  caufe  of  uri¬ 
nary  gravel.  By  Alexander  Philip  Wilfon, 
M.  D.  Sec.  Med.  Ed.  Soc.  8vo,  Edin¬ 
burgh. 

A  treatife  on  the  Gonorrhoea  virulenta, 
and  Lues  Venerea.  By  Benjamin  Bell,  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Royal  Colleges  of  Surgeons  of  Ire¬ 
land  and  Edinburgh,  & c.  2  vols.  8vo,  E- 
dinburgh. 

Letters  to  Dr  William  Ofborn,  Teacher 
and  Practitioner  of  Midwifery  in  London,  on 
certain  doctrines  contained  in  his  e flays  on 
the  Practice  of  Midwifery,  from  Alexander 

Hamilton,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  Ed.  Profeffor  of 

/ 

Midwifery  in  the  Univerfity,  and  Fellow  of 

1 

the  Royal  College  of  Phyficians,  Edinburgh. 
8vo,  Edinburgh. 

Philofophical  TranfaCtions  of  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety  of  London  for  the  year  1792.  410, 

London. 

Obfervations  on  the  Scurvy,  with  a  review 
of  the  opinions  lately  advanced  on  that  difeafe; 
and  a  new  theory,  defended  on  the  approv¬ 
ed  method  of  cure,  and  the  induction  of  pneu¬ 
matic  chemidry.  2d  edition.  8vo,  London. 

Memoirs 
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Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London, 
inflituted  in  the  year  1773.  Yol.  III.  8vo, 
London. 

Eftays  on  the  PraClice  of  Midwifery,  in  na¬ 
tural  and  difficult  labours.  By  William  Of- 
born,  M.  D,  8vo,  London. 

A  treatife  on  the  Hydrocele,  with  the  radi¬ 
cal  cure.  By  J.  Earle.  8vo,  London. 

An  inquiry  into  the  caufes  which  produce, 
and  the  means  of  preventing,  difeafes  among 
Britilh  officers  in  the  Weft  Indies ;  containing 
obfervations,  &c.  By  John  Bell,  M.  D. 
8  vo,  London. 

An  effay  on  the  vitality  of  the  blood.  By 
James  Corrie,  M.  D.  8vo,  London. 

An  eftay  on  vital  fufpenfion  ;  being  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  inveftigate,  and  to  afcertain,  thofc 
difeafes  in  which  the  principles  of  life  are  ap¬ 
parently  extinguilhed.  By  a  Medical  Practi¬ 
tioner.  8vo,  London. 

The  Medical  Spectator,  to  be  continued 
weekly.  8vo,  London. 

A  treatife  on  the  diagnofis  and  prognofis  of 
difeafes.  Part  I.  By  P.  P.  Price.  8vo, 
London. 

A  fhort  inquiry  into  the  merits  of  a  new- 
difcovered  faCt,  of  a  relative  nature,  in  the 

venereal 
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venereal  poifon,  &c.  By  Thomas  Ogle, 
junior,  furgeon  extraordinary  to  his  Royal 

# 

Highnefs  the  Prince  of  Wales.  8vo,  Lon¬ 
don. 

Medical  advice  to  the  inhabitants  of  warm 
climates.  By  R.  Thomas.  8vo,  London. 

A  treatife  on  the  fevers  of  Jamaica  ;  with 
fome  obfervations  on  the  unremitting  fevers 
of  America.  By  R.  Jackfon,  M.  D.  8vo, 
London. 

An  eflay  on  the  injurious  cuftom  of  mothers 

not  fuckling  their  own  children.  By  B. 

^  .  \ 

Lane.  8vo,  London. 

The  utility  of  medical  ele&ricity,  illurtrated 

in  a  feries  of  cafes  and  pra&ical  obfervations. 

-  _  » 

By  Francis  Lowndes.  8vo,  London. 

A  treatife  on  the  difeafe  commonly  called 

Angina  Pe&oris.  By  William  Butter,  M.  D. 

8vo,  London. 

A  treatife  on  Air,  containing  new  experi¬ 
ments  and  thoughts  on  combuftion  ;  being  a 
full  invert igation  of  M.  Lavoiller’s  fyrtem.  By 
R.  Bewley,  M.  D.  8vo,  London. 

An  expofition  of  the  principles  of  Anatomy 
and  Phyfiology  ;  containing  the  Prmle&iones 
Anatcmicce  of  Ferdinand  Leber,  tranflated 

from 
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from  the  original,  publilhed  in  Latin  at  Vien¬ 
na.  By  Walter  Vaughan,  M.  D.  8vo,  Lon¬ 
don. 

Cafe  of  extra-uterine  conception,  with  plates. 
By  H.  Krohn,  M.  D.  Bvo,  London. 

The  defcriptions  and  characters  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  difeafes  of  the  human  body  ;  being  the 
firfl:  volume  of  the  Franklinean  Improvement 
of  Medicine.  By  George  Edwards,  M.  D* 
^to,  London. 

SeleCt  evidences  of  a  fuccefsful  method  of 
treating  fever  and  dyfentery  in  Bengal.  By 
J,  P.  Wade,  M.  D.  8vo,  London. 

A  letter  to  the  patentee,  concerning  the 
medical  properties  of  the  fleecy  hofiery.  By 
Dr  Buchan.  8vo,  London. 

A  complete  treatife  on  the  origin,  theory, 
and  cure  of  the  Lues  Venerea,  and  obflruc- 
tions  in  the  urethra,  illuftrated  by  a  great  va¬ 
riety  of  cafes ;  being  a  courfe  of  twenty-three 
ledures  read  in  Dean*  Street,  Soho,  in  the 
years  1790  and  1791.  By  Jefle  Foote,  fur* 
geon.  4to,  London. 

An  eflay  upon  Angle  vifion  with  two  eyes. 
By  C.  Wells,  M.  D.  8vo,  London. 
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Synopfis  of  Britifh  birds.  By  J.  Walcot, 
Efq.  2  vols.  4to,  London. 

Medical  hiftories  and  reflexions.  By  John 
Ferrier,  M.  D.  8vo,  London. 

A  praXical  effay  on  difeafes  of  the  vifcera, 
particularly  thofe  of  the  ftomach  and  bowels, 
the  liver,  fpleen,  urinary  paffages,  &c.  By 
John  Leake,  M.  D.  Member  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Phyficians,  and  Phyfician  to  the 
London  Lying-in  Hofpital.  8vo,  London. 

The  importance  and  method  of  cultivating 
and  curing  Rhubarb.  By  Sir  William  For- 
dyce,  M.  D.  8vo,  London. 

The  Botanic  Garden.  Part  I.  Contain¬ 
ing  the  oeconomy  of  vegetation.  A  poem  ; 
with  philofophic  notes,  and  plates,  ^to,  Lon¬ 
don. 

An  analyfis  of  the  new  London  pharmaco¬ 
poeia,  explaining  the  nature,  principles,  qua¬ 
lities,  ufes,  and  dofes  of  the  various  prepara¬ 
tions  and  compofitions  therein  contained,  and 
particularly  calculated  for  the  ufe  of  junior 
ftudents.  By  Ro.  White,  M.  D.  8vo,  Lon¬ 
don. 

An  effay  on  the  fwelling  of  the  lower  ex¬ 
tremities  in  lying-in  women.  By  Charles 
Brandon  Trye>  furgeon.  8vo,  Plymouth. 
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An  account  of  the  efficacy  of  the  aqua  me- 
phitica  alkalina,  or  folution  of  fixed  alkaline 
fait,  faturated  with  fixible  air,  in  calculous 
diforders,  and  other  complaints  of  the  urinary 
paffages.  By  W.  Falconer,  F.  R.  S.  8vo, 
London. 

A  compendious  fyftem  of  the  theory  and 
practice  of  modern  furgery,  arranged  in  a 

i 

new  manner,  and  a  new  nofological  and  fyfte- 
matic  method,  different  fsom  any  attempted 
in  furgery,  in  the  form  of  a  dialogue.  By 
Hugh  Monro,  furgeon.  8vo,  London. 

Effais  fur  les  moyens  de  former  de  bons 
medians,  fur  les  obligations  reciproques  des 
medecins,  et  de  la  fociete  ;  partie  d’un  projet 
d’education  nationale  relative  a  cette  profeF 
fion.  Par  J.  J.  Mcnuret,  Doffeur  en  Mede- 
cine,  &x.  &c.  8vo,  Paris. 

Monographic,  pour  fervir  a  Phiftoire  natu* 
relle  et  botanique  de  la  famille  des  plantes  e- 
toilees :  Oeuvrage  couronne  dans  la  Seance 
publique  de  PAcademie  Royale  des  Sciences, 
Arts,  et  Belles  Lettres  de  Lyon,  le  7  Decem- 
bre,  1790.  Par  M.  Willemet,  Demonftra- 
teur  royale  de  Chimie  et  de  Botanique  au 
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College  de  la  Faculte  de  Medecine  de  Nancy, 
&c.  8 vo,  Strafbourg. 

Hifloire  abregee  de  la  Lithotomies  Par 
M.  Saucerotte,  Maitre  en  Chirurgie  gradue, 
Affocie  de  rAcademie  Royale  de  Chirurgie 
de  Paris,  &c.  8vo,  Nanci. 

Journal  de  Chirurgie.  Par  M.  Default, 
Chirurgien  en  Chef  de  l’Hotei  Dieude  Paris. 
Tom.  I.  Se  II.  8vo,  Paris. 


Verhanderiing  over  den  Waareh  A  art  der 
Kinder*,pokjes ;  i.  e.  An  effay  on  the  nature 
and  cure  of  the  Small- pox.  By  the  late  I- 
mam  Jacob  Van  den  Bofch,  M.  D.  and  mem¬ 
ber  of  feveral  academies.  8vo,  Rotterdam. 

J.  A.  Entwurf  eiuer,  praktifchen  Arzney- 
mitteilehre,  See.  ;  /.  e.  J.  Arnemann’s  (ketch 

of  a  practical  hiitory  of  the  Materia  Medica. 
Vol.  L  On  internal  remedies.  8vo,  Got- 
tingen. 

Medicinifche  Fragmente  und  Erinnerun- 
gen,  &c. ;  /.  e.  Medical  fragments  and  me¬ 

morandums,  Sec.  By  M.  A,  Weikard.  8vo, 
Frankfort. 

Beytrag  zur  Kenntnifs  des  Pemphigus, 
&c. ;  u  e.  Effay  on  Pemphigus.  By  J.  E. 
Vol.  VII.  Dec.  II.  2  O  Wich- 
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Wichmann,  Phyfician  in  ordinary  to  the  E- 
lettor  of  Hanover.  4to. 

Befchouwende  en  Werkende,  &c. ;  i.  e. 
Chemiftry,  theoretical,  pra&ical,  pharmaceu¬ 
tic,  &c.  By  M.  P.  G.  Kahelyn,  apothecary 
and  chemift  at  Amfterdam.  3  vols.  Tom. 

I.  Sc  2.  8vo,  Amfterdam. 

Herin.  Jof.  Brunninghaufen,  uber  den 
Bruch  des  Schenkelbeinhalfes ;  i.  e.  On  the 
fra&ure  of  the  neck  of  the  os  femoris  in  ge¬ 
neral,  and  particularly  on  a  new  method  of 
curing  it,  without  lamenefs  enfuing.  By  H. 

J.  Brunninghaufen.  8vo,  Wurtzburg. 

S.  T.  Sommering  Von  Baue  des  Menllichen 
Korpers,  Sec. ;  i.  e .  S.  T.  Sommering  on  the 
ilrufture  of  the  human  body.  Vol.  I.  Ofte- 
olcgy.  II.  Syndefmology.  III.  Myology. 
V.  Neurology.  8vo,  Frankfort. 

Svfleraatifchen  Grundrifs  der  allgemeinen 
Experimental  Chemie ;  i.  e.  A  general  fyf- 
rem  of  experimental  chemiftry.  By  Dr  Si- 
gifm,  Fred.  Hermbftadt.  3  vols.  8vo,  Ber¬ 
lin. 

De  morbis  quibufdam  commentarii.  Auc- 
tore  Clifton.  Wintringham,  Baronetto,  M.  D. 
Tom.  II.  8 vo,  Londini. 
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J.  E.  Gilibert,  Med.  ProF.  Ad  ver Faria  me- 
dico-pra&ica.  Pars  I.  8vo,  Lyons. 

Reliquiae  Rudbeckianse,  five  Camporurri 
Elyfiorum,  &c.  Cura  J.  E.  Smith.  Folio, 
Londini. 

Praxis  medica  fyftematice  expofita,  &c. 
The  pra&ice  oF  Medicine,  fyftematically  ex¬ 
hibited,  and  illuftrated  by  feleft  cafes  from  the 
Journal  of  Frederic’s  Hofpital.  By  Fred.  L. 
Bang,  M.  D.  8vo,  Copenhagen. 

Difpenfatorium  Fuldenfe  Tripartitum,  Sec. 
The  Fulda  Difpenfatory,  in  three  parts,  ad¬ 
apted  to  the  pra&ice  of  the  country,  and  the 
genius  of  modern  times.  By  Francis  Ant. 
Schlereth,  Ph.  &  M.  D.  Archiater  to  the 
Prince  Bifhop  of  Fulda,  &c.  8vo,  Franco- 
furti. 

Bernhardi  Albini,  M.  D.  See.  Cauke  et 
figna  morborum.  Vol.  I.  8vo,  Dant.  8e 
Strafb. 

Tabula  plantarum  fungofarum,  See.  Au<5h 
Jacobo  Paulet,  M.  D.  4to,  Par,  8e  Strafb. 

Delectus  opufculorum  medicorum  antehac 
in  Germanise  diverfis  Academiis  editorum, 
quse,  &c.  Collegit  Joh.  Pet.  Frank,  Sec. 
Vol.  II.  Sc  III.  8vo,  Lipfise. 
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Stephani  Lurnnitzer,  M.  D.  Flora  Pofo- 
nienfis,  fecundum  fyftema  fexuale  Linoceanum. 
8  vo,  Lipfi?e. 

Fungiditiones  Mecklenburgenfis  felefri,  H. 
Julei.  Tom.  1.  Sc  II.  4to,  Lunenburgi, 
&c. 
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mice  Edinburgence  Prmfefb,  nec  non  amplif- 
fimi  Senarus  Academicse  confenfu  et  nobilif- 
fimce  Facultatis  Medicse  decreto,  pro  Gradu. 
Do&oris  fummifque  in  Medicina  honoribus 
rite  et  legitime  coniequendis,  Eruditorum  ex* 
amini  fabjecerunt,  ad  diem  24mm  Junii 
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Joannes  Barry,  Hibernus,  De  Afcite. 
Georgius  J.  Binham,  Jamaicenfis,  De  Go¬ 
norrhoea  virulent  a. 

Joannes  Bolton,  A.  B.  Hibernus,  De  Apo- 

plexia. 

Gulielmus  Bullen,  Hibernus,  De  ScropJmla. 
Jacobus  Davidton,  Scotus,  De  Vita  Sub - 
merjorum  Refufcitanda, 
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Joannes  Wen,  Bermudenfis,  De  Fehre  Fla - 

Indorum  Occidentallum. 

Georgius  Goodman,  Anglus,.  De  S corbufo . 

Gulielmus  Ledger,  Hibernus,  De  Dyfpepfia. 

Guiielmus  B.  Lewis,  Virginienfis,  De  Dy - 
fenteria . 

Jacobus  Drew  M:Caw,  Virginienfis,  De 
Rheumatij'mo  Acuto . 

Jofephus  Miller,  Hibernus,  De  Afcite  Ab¬ 
dominal i. 

Pillipus  Syng  Phyfick,  Philadelphienfis, 
Apoplexia . 

Joannes  Stennet,  Jamaicenfis,  D?  Dy  fente¬ 
ria. 

Gulielmus  Vavafour,  Anglus,  jD*  Idero. 

Joannes  Weems,  Marylandienfis,  De  Ame - 
norrhcea . 

Alexander  Philip  Wilfon,  Scotus,  Z)e  Dy- 
fpepfta. 

Samuel  Wilfon,  Virginienfis,  De  Variolis. 

DlSSE  RTATIONES  MeDICJeEdINBURGE- 

nje,  ad  diem  12 mum  Septembris  1792. 

Arthurus  Bedford,  Anglus,  Be  Angina  Ala- 
ligna. 

Thomas  Blair,  Scoto-Britannus,  De  Ref  pi- 
ratione . 
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Joannes  Bower,  Scotus,  De  Variolis . 
Wheaton  Bradifh,  A.  B.  Hibernus,  De 

Vifu. 

Joannes  Bradley,  Anglus,  De  Rheumatifmo 
Acuto . 

Jacobus  Buchan,  Scotus,  De  Cali  Fffeftibus. 
Andreas  Grieve,  Scotus,  De  Rheumatifmo 

Acuto . 

David  Corbin  Kerr,  Virginienfis,  De  Hypo¬ 
chondria ft, 

Gulielmus  Marlden,  Anglo-Britannus,  De 

Variolis . 

Carolus  Meriwether,  Virginienfis,  De  Pneu¬ 
monia . 

Robertus  Montgomery,  Hibernus,  De  Va - 

riohs. 

Thomas  Pollard  Pierce,  Barbadenfis,  De 

llydrope  Anafarca . 

Georgius  Wier,  Scotus,  De  Angina  Ma¬ 
li  zna. 
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Gulielmus  Yates,  Anglus,  De  Alimento. 
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